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HENRY VL 

Sornamed of Wi n o s o r. 

AS foon as Charles found himfelf in a condi* a. c. 1449^ 
tScm to renew the war, he, in the name cfrhtpniptA 
the duke of Brctagne, furprifed the cattle of j^^«^ 
Couches, and Pont-de-l'Arche in Normandy, Ger- NonMn^y. 
bay in the Beauvoifis, Cognae and Sc. Maigrin in 
Guienne. The Englifh complained of die violation 
of the truce ; but were given to underftand, thefe 
were a6b of rcprifal on account of Fougercs. Thus 
the war recommenced, at a time when the duke of 
Somerfet was altogether unprovided with troops to 
defend the Englifh poi&flions ^ fo that the field was 
left free for Charles to extend his conquefts. His 
principal aim was to reduce Normandy to his obe- 
dience : fot which purpofe he had prepared four 
different armies, one of which he headed in perfoni 
the command of anotiier he beftowed upon the 
count de Dunois, lately created count of JLongue- 
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A.C.I449* villc ; . the duke of Alenfon conduced the third; 
and the duke of Brittany commanded the fourth, 
totally compofed of his own forces. AH the places 
in Normandy were ill provrded with garrifons and 
ammunition, and the majority of the governors 
confiding in the truce, had repaired to England ; 
fo that Charles met with very little oppofition in 
fubduing the province. Many places furrendered 
at fight of the French army. » In fomc towns the 
inhabitants d^cpelled the Englifh garrifpnsi others 
were fold by their commanders. None ^f them 
made any refiftance but Font-audemer, and Cfaa* 
teau-gaillard^ in a word, before the end of the 
campaign, Charles was in a condition to befiege the 
capital of Rouen, which was invefted on the eighth 
day ofOiflober, 
He ukes He did not think it neceilary to undiertake the 
^TTtl rf^t ^^8^ ^^ form, becaufe he knew that the dukc of 
whoiTpro/ Somerfet and the carl of Shrewfbury, who com- 
yince. manded tl>e garrifon, which did not eicceed three 
thoufand men, would not be able to defend the 
place againfl the inhabitants; for he carried on a 
correfpondence with the townfmen, and they afTur- 
ed him that they would take arms in his favour. 
On the firil day of the fiege, the count of Dunois 
was on the point of being introduced with three 
hundred mcin, when Shrewsbury chancing to come 
up, had the good fortune to repulfe the detachment. 
This miicarriage did not alter the refolution of the 
Inhabitants, who, on the.nineteenth day of O<5tober, 
rofe as one man, and opened the gates to the be- 
fiegers. All the regent could do, was to ftation 
the garrifon at the principal pods of the city, from 
which j however, they w^re foon diflodged. Somer- 
fet and Shrewibury retreated to the palace with 
eight hundred men ; but, as they forefaw their pro-^ 
vifion would foon fail, the duke demanded a parley 
with Idng Charles. This being granted, he offered 

to 


t6 retire- on honourable conditions; but the king^-^**44^* 
mfifted'Upon his furrendering at dHcretion, linlefs 
he had a mind to treat for the reft of Normandy 
that remained in the Tiands of the Englifti. Thus ' 
repulfed; the duke retired to the paliace^ which he 
defended twelve days; at the expiration of which 
be few himfelf obligedto'capitulate^ on condition 
of leaving all his artillery, paying fifty thou - 
fiWid crowns of gold, and reftoring to the French 
king Caudebec, Arqucs, Lillebonne, Tancarvillc, 
-Montrevilliers, and HarBeur. The earl of Shrewf- 
bury remained as hoftage for the performance of 
thcle. articles ; and the Englifli garrifon marched 
put-of Rouen, which Charles entered in triumph . 
on the nineteenth day of November. As the go** 
•vet noi> of - Harfleur did hot think himfelf obliged 
*to fubmit to the capitulation^ the count de Longue- 
'viUc was -detached with the army to form the fiege 
of that plaee, which furrendered about the begin- 
filing of January. Although Charles had a right 
to detain the earl of Shrewsbury, as the capituJa- , 
tion of Rouen had not been obferved by the Eng- 
li(h, he, in token of efteem for the earl's charafter^ 
rcleafed him. without ran fom. During thefe tran- 
faftions^ the count de Foix,. who commanded for 
Charles in Guicnne, reduced the caftle of Mauleon^ 
whidi was fituated on a rock, and deemed almoft 
impregnable V and thus ended the firft campaign, nii^.dc 
fo fatal to the Englifti intereft. ' ^*»- ^i^' 

Thefe difafters were the more feverely felt at the ^.c. 1450, 
court of England, as they were followed by a Mftrmtiw 
rebellion in Ireland, which hindred the mimftry ^^^^^^ 
from ftnding^ the neceffary fupplies to France, th? duke gr 
Neverthelefs, the queen and the duke of Suffolk ^"^^^• 
hoped to^ derive ^fome advantage from that infur- 
T€€t\on^ They feized this opportunity of removing 
the duke of Ydrk, f>tt -pretence of creating- him 
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^^ a 14501 governor of Ireland, where they thoi^ht he wouf d! 

Esri(h. But he baffled their expedarion ; ^nd, by 
is obliging and infmuating manners, noc only ap^- 
peafed the commodon, without drawing his fwon]« 
but even eilgaged the jpeople of that country in hit 
intereft, to which they continued finrdy attached is 
the fequel. The lo'fs of Normandy in one cam- 
paign, after fo much blood and treafure had been 
expended in the conqueft of that province, together 
with the rapid progrels of Charles in other parts of 
France, began to produce a violent fermentation 
in the impatient humour of the Englifli. The 
whole kingdom refounded with complaints againft 
the duke of Suffolk, who was publicly reproached 
with having betrayed the ftate, and co-operated 
with the queen in favour of the French monarch. 
The council confided wholly of their creatures, 
who likewiie filled all the pofts of dignity and pro- 
fit. The duke of Somerfet, who had contracted for 
the defence of Normandy, was accufed of having 
mifapplied the money payed for that fervice. A 
numerous body of men at arms having been railed 
by Humphrey duke of Buckingham, on condition 
that they (hould receive a whole year's pay advance ^ 
the trealurer refu&d to comply with the terms of 
the contract, and the duke returning to court from 
the Tea-fide, when they were ready to embark, re- 
figned his commiflion, faying publicly to the king, 
** Sir, take heed of your government; you arc 
** mifled by traitors : and if I had landed in Nor* 
** mandy with your forces, I am perfaaded we 
^' Ihould have been fold to the enemy." Suffolk 
being prefent, and fuppofing this declaration aimed 
at him, was fo incenfed that he drew his dagger^ 
and would have (lain Humphrey, had not thel)y- 
<krs interpofed. This infolcnt behaviour, in the 
royal pre&nce, roufed «vea the indignation. t>f 
-^nry, who couU fcarce be dilSiadcd from fend- 
ing 


Ing him to the Tower; and it {crytd to^pmplete *- ^- »«JP 
^he'averfion of the pobil^ty and people, who nof 
Only «claifped againft the qyepn and him in all . 

fmblic places^ bu( alio pu^iihed a great nuipber of 
ibels, fidixing thep) to the,do9rs of churches, anc} 
^very remarkable place ii;i die pty of Lolndbn. 

Tho* this w^ ^ very dangerous cpnjpnjftijf e for ^^ »'» ''^- ' 
the miniftry to call a parliament, fhe xiecelprtes of JJe'wm-*'^ 
the crown were fo Urgent, that they had been n»n% 
obliged to fumnron one in ]f^ovember pf t/ie pre^ 
*:©dipg yean But it prpyed y^y backward In th^ 
.article of fupply, and ieem.ed ilrongly difpofed tq 
|)|-o&a]te the duke of Suffolk. It had been Jof 
theiq re^ns prorogued from Weftftiinfter to Con.- 
^n ; ^nd^ dioring th^s interval, the city was fille^ " 
Wit^ ^ifihuU. apd cbn/ufipn. The popUl^ce mujr- 
€lene4 h^^V^ Molyns bifhop of Chichefter, who ^a4 
been concerned in the ce/Ilon of Le jVf aii>e -, and th^t 
IpflBlajtc, in his kOi mpiT?emSj chargpc} Suffolk witfr 
^f^ipg ^K^^^<1 ip the €oupq[i| of bis great inSue/ice 
at tfaye Ffiehch court. When rthe parliament met ajftei: 
jUiis m^jQurhmcalh die duke thinking it wias incutn^ 
jbeot Ofi \nm to vindicate hi^ ch^rafter JQ this pajrr 
^icu}ar^ ijArranguied both hpq^ Uf a fp^ech conr 
f^iping ai> eniuneration of the fervices of hifnielf 
aii4 hi& fa^fily> ^o4 ^ vjshen^ent prpfeljSon of hi3 
Igyalty^ and he ^qclude^ with defying ;»}! thp 
wpf Id to prov^ him guilty of difloyalty or mifcqa- 
<lu&. The comn^ons, far from being intimidate^ 
jby jthl? declaration, petitioned the crown that Sufifollf; 
tmghx hie ooipmitted to ward, according to law» 
i^^i) kt fliguid clear him&lf of the crimes charge^ 
y^tk him by commpn fame and report. The judges 
being c^fijCul^e^ o|> the nature c^ this petition, were 
of ppinioa, that as no fpeciaji matter of fiander or 
jiifamy w/^. deplared, he fiioiil4 x^ot 1^ commit^ced. 
T^ CQimnpns, - informed of t^i? decifion., * repre- 
imv4nm<i»y ? ipecUlipatter pf reppft > namely. 


^ HISTORY Of ENO LA NR 

'A. c, i45«. that the realm of England would be fold to France ( 
and that preparations were making in that kingdom 
for an invahon, by contrivance of the duke of S«f* 
^ folk, who had fortified Wallingfordcaftle, to ftrre 
as a place of refuge. On the feventh day of Febru* 
ary, the conimons, by their ipeaker, impeached Sof-* 
folk of divers articles' of treafon, contained in a 
bill delivered to the chancellor, importing, That 
he had cohfulted with the count of Dunois, Ber- 
trand de Freffigny, and W. Coufinat, the king's 
enemies, advifing them to incite the French king 
to invade Ertgland, d'epofe Henry, and raife to 
the throne his fon John de la Pole, who, by marry- 
ing Margaret, jdaughter and heir to John late duke 
•fSomerfety might claim the crown in her rights as 
next heir to Henry, who had no ifTue : That he 
had received money and promifes from the duke of 
Orleans, to perfuade the king to confent to hia en* 
largement, that he might aflilt Charfes in the re- 
covery of France ; That, by his inftigation, the 
duke of Orleans had prevailed upon the French 
king to violate the truce, and renew the war in 
Normandy : That he had, without fuffident power, 
engaged for the cefllon of Lc Maine -, and, after 
his return, executed that engagement, which was 
the cauiie of Normandy's being loft to the Eng- 
lifh nation : That he had difcovefetf the fecrets of 
the king's council to the count de Dunois, and 
other French ambafladors: That he had made 
them acquairited with the ftate of all the French 
fortrefRs belonging to the Englifti in Frtoce ; dif- 
coyered the fecret inftrudlions of the Englifh en- 
voys fent to treat of a peace between the two 
crowns ; boafted of his credit with Charles 5 re- 
ceived bribes from the eneniy, for hindering reiiv 
for<:ements from being fent to the continent; and 
in thie truce which he concluded, not only n^gfeft- 
ed comprehending the king of Arragon, theoli 
•ally of England, but included the duke of Bre- 
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tagoe as ally of France^^ a circumftance which had ^ ^ '<i*^ 
detached that prince ifttirely from the interelt of 
theEnglilh. 

-This bill of articles was prefented to Henry, who ^ ftcrndfet 
had already ord^ed Suffolk to be committed ; and ^fTr,^ 
nothing more was done in this affair till the feventh »g«jjftiii«« 
day of March, when the lords agreed, that the duke 
fho^ld be called to his ahfwcr. In two days after 
this refplution, fomeof the lords going to thehoufe 
of commons, were prefented with feventeen new ar- 
tictes agdnlt the duke of Suffolk, to be delivered to 
his Bp^efty.- Thcfe amounted only to mifdemea- 
nofs ^ enlarging him with having, in quality of a 
privy counfcUor, advifed the king to make fuch 
lavifh grants of' the crown lands, that a fufficiency 
was <K>c lef c to defray the expences of the houfhdld ; 
withbaving procured grants of privileges and fran- 
chifes^ CO oblbudt the execution of the laws, and 
fcreen offenders from juftice : with having pro- 
cured for the Captalde Buche his fpn -in-law, the 
earldom of Kendal, and lands in Guienne to the 
v^lue of a thoufand pounds a year, violently taken 
from the lawful poffeflbrs ; ^with having advifed 
grams of caHles and lordfKips in Guienne, fo as 
to weaken the power of the crown in that couhtry : 
with having maintained an intelligence in France, 
touching the treaty between England and the count 
of Arm^nac y by which means that negotiation 
was rendered ineffectual, the count ruined, and the 
Gaicon lords were opprefled, until they fubmitted 
to the French government : with having procured 
offices and commands in France and Normandy, 
£qt unworthy perfons : with having been th^ means 
of granting^ a toll on wine and merchandize brought 
down the Seine, to Peter de Breze, an enemy tp 
the £ngli(h< nation : with haying procured a grant 
of Evrenx, Longueville^ and oth^r fignotics in 
Normandy, for the count of Dunois, l^revig^y, and 
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*vC.^45<>-faid Br€^4 grants, in cmffmm^t of whifih* ti>4 
gr«t towns pvcFe t^lk^ wi^t« r^fiftaiiCB : wi?*! 
having brought the Frencn ambaffadorff -to a.pfi* 
vate ponfertnce with Henry^ in whkH hp agrwd to 
a perfonal convention with Charles^ iip4 <?tlier ^4 
ticks ftipqlated withaowt lh6 confe^t ot knowledgft 
of the privy council : WicJ^ having ng^iii^ppUcd aiv^ 
embezzled fubfi^ks ; with havihg given, ^way conf 
fiderable fuxns of the pub)i$: money tp the que^n of 
France^ and the tiiiniflqrs of Charles : with having^ 
.fliared between himfejf.a^d his adherents, fixty 
thoufand pounds, being the prodyce of fubfidi^f 
left in the exchequer by the Iprd Sudelv* when h# 
refigned his poft and ti^ea^furer : with nayinjg pror 
cur^ for himfelf a gra^J of the c^nKy atftmr 
broke, the reyerfion of H^verfofdweft, and oth^ 
caftles in Wales, together with the wardfiiip ^d 
marriage of Margaret, daughter of John duke ^ 
Somcrfeit:..wi5h haying e^njl^erakd the Jipn/gls.jaf 
the duccbei& of Burgundy, %ni other perfojis bpun^ 
for the dranfom of the dyke of Ork^A^ : mfk h»Vr 
ing hi^ifc eml^^zjed writs, perwrt^ juftie% 
maimtined bad .c^vfe$., ^^nd impaired th§ .aiHjert^ 
friendship fohfifting bi?j.ween thecrowJl of .Eng!*n4 
and the prjoces of the empire, 
f^isbanifli- . The duke of SuffoJk having. re<:i2ived ^CQp^^ 
^^^^"^ thefe articles^ . was committed to^. towear m thit 
royal •:pala€e;5Qf Weftminjl^r j. fronx. lyhcflicfi . fepiog 
brought befpne the lord$ on the thirt^nth d)iy of 
March, to give ini his; ?nfwer, he kneeled d^wn 
and dedafied ithe eight articlas of high tijeafon $9 
be falfc and malicious.. He obferved* %h^t ihe firft> 
relating iQ.ftfergaret, could, not poflibly be tr«ej 
Jince Jbe w^# not the next heir q( che ciy^wn 
Jaw; and, the , applied to feveral lords, » V/Ottc 
for hisr defign jaf marryihghis fon to the duk^ ^f 
Wafwfck!Ma«igbten Ayith refpeja to the Other 
. ftrticjes, he. refexjed tQj^&& of jcc^adlaoiLj^irliA.^ 
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inentfor his juftification j and affirmed, that the A-^-'*5<^^ 
bifliop of Chtchcfter had mifrepre&nted the words 
spoken by him in the Star-chamber. On the fcven- 
teenth day of Mjirch, the lord^ fpiritual and tem^ 
poral were afiembled in the king's chamber. Suf- 
fold being brought before them» kneeled down i 
aod the chancellor aiking, what he had^ to fay m 
bis own defence, he again proteflied he wa$ inxu^^ 
cent, affirmed the articles to be falfe, and fubmit* 
ted himielf to the king's plcafure. Then the chan- 
cellor gave him to underftand, that his majefiy did 
not hold him convi&ed on the firft bill of artieks of 
high treaibn ; and, as to the iecond, charging him 
with mifprifioils or mifdemeanors, the king, by yir» 
tue of his fubmifllon, out of his own motion, and not 
by way of judgment, baniflied him the realm fo^ 
the term of five years, during which, he fhould not 
abide in France, or any country uoider the French 
dominion ^ nor ihould he by word, deed, or writ - 
ai^, by himfelf, or his adherents, (hew mglice tq 
the commons in parliament. At the lame time, tb^ 
lords joined the vifcount Beaumont, in a prottO^ 
that this fentence was not the refult of their adr 
vice, but, purely the king's own ad, which Ihould 
not at all derogate from their liberties in the cai^ 
of peerage. The duke of Suffolk bore his fentencc Rot. parii 
without repining ; becaufe, he faw it was the only 
expedient that could have been uled for faving 
him from the fury of the incenfcd people, li? 
therefore embarked for France ; but, the veflfel being 
fearched in her paffage, by one Nicholas, captain pf 
an Englilh cruifer, the unfortunate duke was dif- 
covered, and inftantly beheaded without form of 
procefs. His body being thrown upon the fandt 
near Dover, was taken *ip and interred in tha col^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 
legiate church of Wingfield in Suffolk. H.vi. * * 

The death of this nobleman was the prelude to a 
great many popular commotions* John Ayfcough^ 
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A.C. 145c* billiop of Sarum, was murdered in Wilcfliire, T^ha*- 
If"^^^^ mas Thany, a fuller, attempted to raife an infurrec- 
tion in Kent, but was taken and executed at Can- 
terbury, The whole nation was now in a ferment j 
and nothing wa3 heard but complaints and menaces 
againft the queen and miniftry. The duke of Y ork, 
who ftill remained in Ireland, being by . Suffolk's 
fate freed from a powerful antagonift, refolvcd to 
improve the popular difcontent for his o\yn advan- 
tage i but, before he would perfonally appear in 
fupport of his pretenfions, he thought it.wopld be 
ncceflary to prepare the nation for his dcfign, by 
exciting their affeftion for the houfe of Mortiitier. . 
For this purp6fe> he employed an Irifliman, called 
John Cade, who had fcrved under him as a foldier : 
m France, to raife a (edition in England in favour 
of the family of March, that their title, whiph had . 
lain dormant fo long, might once more.attrad the 
attention of the public. Cade, who was ^ man of 
tJhdaunted refolution, great cunning, and fome dif- 
cernment, being properly inftrufted by the dujce'5 
agents, aflTumedthe name of John 'Mortimer, pre- 
tending to be fon of Sir John Mortimer, who was - 
beheaded for treafon in the laft reign ; and, repairirtj 
to the county of Kent, in which the duke of Yor! 
had a great number of parcifans, he. aiOfembled a. 
ftrong body of malcontents, on pretence of reform- 
ing the governiiient and eafing the people of their 
taxes. The number of his followers increafed in a 
few days to fuch a degree, that he thought himfelf 
in a condition to execute his fcheme ; and approach- 
ing London, encamped on Blackheath. The king 
being informed of this commotion, fent a mcf 
fage to demand the caufe of their aflembling in 
arms •, and. Cade anfwered, in the name of the 
comrnunity, that they had no indention to hurt the 
perfon of his niajefty ; but, their defiign was to ad- 
drefs the parliamentj that evil minifters might be 
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brought to condign puniflimcnt, and the people be ^- ^ "45^ 
allowed to live more happily than they haa lived 
fince the beginning of SuflFolk*s miniftryl They 
accondingly prefenced two , addreiles to parliament, 
explaining the grievances of the nation; and, 
among oth^r things, demanded .that 'the. duke of 
Somerfet ihould be punifhed for the lofs of Nor- 
mandy \ and, that the king's council . might be 
compofed of the princes of the blood, and, other 
.iviie and worthy perfons } not by vicious wretches, , 
void of virtue and capacity. Thefe petition^ being 
cammunicated to the king, the council deemed 
them feditious ; and refolved to fupprefs the infur- 
re(5i70n by force of arms. Henry, having aflem- 
bled a boidy of fifceen thoufand men, marched at 
their head towards Blackheath. i\t his approach 
Cade retired, as if he had been afraid of an engage** 
ment, and lay in ambufh in a wood, not doubting 
but that he Ihould be purfued by the king's whole 
army \ ' but, Henry believing they were totally 
difperfed, returned towards London, after having 
fent a detachment in purfuitof the fugitives, under 
the command of the lord Strafford, who falling in- 
to the ambufcade, w^s cut in pieces with all his 
followers. Cade, immediately after this afUon, 
began his march to London, while the king and 
court leaving a garrifon in the Tower, commanded 
by the lord Scales, retired with precipitation to the 
caftle of Kenil worth. The city of London, intimi- 
dated by the fuccefs of the infurgents, opened its 
gates at their approach *, and. Cade ent^ed in 
triumph, at the head of his forces, which had beea 
coniiderably increafed fincehis late advantage. Buf^ 
he forbade his. followers, on the moft fevcre penal- 
tics, to commit the leaft diforder, or give any caufc 
of complaint to the inhabitants. Next day, being 
informed that the treafurer, lord Say,' was in the 
city, he caufcd him to be apprehended and be* 
^ headed! 
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■A.^c.1456. headed, without any form of. trial; and, in the 
cvei^iAg retired to the Borough of Southwark. For 
Ibme dayi, he continued the praftice of entering 
the city in the morning, and quitting it at night, 
that he might not give umbrage to the bui^henr, 
^ith whom he lived at firft in very good ond^* 
ftandiog.^ But^ at length, the infnrgents having 
plundem fome houfo^ and comqr^icm) odier odt^ 
rages', Cade^ one morning, found the^te of the 
.bridge ihut and ficured againft him. Endeavour- 
ing to- force his way, an engagement enfiied between 
the rebels and citizens^ which lafted all tiay^ and 
wad not interrupted undl the combants could fie 
iio longer to fight. The archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, and the chancellor, who had taken refoge 
in the Tower, being informed by their emiffinies t4[ 
the difpofition of the inftirgents, who were diC^ 
iieartened by thid check, and heartily tired of rev 
beliion^ drew up an ad of amnefty, confirmed by 
the fan£tion of the great fea], and found means t?o 
,publi(h it by night in the Borough of Southwark. 
Theeflfeft of this expedient was fo fuddcn and fur- 
prifing, that by day-break, Cade faw him^f aban* 
cloned by the greatiefr number of his followers, and 
ntreated to Rochefter, where the reft of them dif^ 
^xffed^ notwithftanding all his remonftrances and 
^artful fpeeches, in whidi he endeavoured to per* 
fuide them) that the pardon Was inefiedual, with- 
^m the authority of parliament. Thus deierted. 
Cade was obliged to fty alone into the wolds of 
Kent ; and a price being fet upon his head by pro* 
clamation^ he wa^ difcovered^ and flain by Alexan^ 
Fabim. der Eden) who for this fcrvicc was recompenced 
q^toii. Vf ich the goverhment of Dover caftle. 
. The French ' W^ik the pcsce of England was interrupted by 
king expels ^h infarfection, the war Continued in France /but, 
ftomNol^ ftiU «tt the difad vantage of the EngHfli. The queen 
fnandyand peTctivlng^ that the diflatisfa£ti(»n* of the people 
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proce^d^'iA a gitaf fneafure from the misfortunes a.c.i45<5. 

•f tbe-Engiifii^r)^^ in that Kingdom^ had m^tde an 

efibrip Idremeve her credit; by fending a relnforce- 

ineht tfi fbUr 'flioufahd n^eri, under ch6.commanc{ 

of Sir Thorns Kyrie, who landed at Cherbourg jA 

Ndn»tody i and protMdcd for Caen, where the 

dtike at thsit time r^fided. In his march he^ was 

jbititdhjft^ttkl fmait deta^hmertts fronn EngltfH 

gartilbhsln thac nelghboufhood, and took Valog- 

ties, rfftr i fiege of three weeks* The conftable 

4lf RkiKtiJmtmt itifdrthe<§ of ihefe 6ptrztioi\^, dflem* 

Wed a body* ftf feVeh thbUfahd m^n, and pofted 

itinifelf *t FouMttigiii, lo intercept tH^ Englifh irt 

thfefr iofite, |f yrle^ cho* g^eatly inferior irt number, 

^txbt:ked - them without Hefitation ^ but^ after an 

obffiii3fe' fengkgemerit, his troops were defeated^ 

ahd he hirAfelf remained in the hahds of the eften^y. 

This Itihforcertttiht bfeihg deftroyed, the duke of 

Bomtfriet was obliged to keep witftin the walls of 

dtOj Md fte the French extend their conquefts 

Without' crp]p6(ilfion. Th6 towns 6f Ve^^e, Bayeux^ 

St. Sauveur le Vicomte, Valognes, Avranches, and 

Toirtbtikine, fufrendered alfhoft without refiftance ; 

and, upoh the feventh day ^f June, thfe city of 

C*en wks ih^^ed. The g^rrifon cotiflfted of four 

^houfahd' tttcfn inured t6 fervice • but, the duk« 

t?fepltuktfed t6 ftirrenddf thi^ place, if not relieved 

by *he ft^ft day of July, <M cbndition, that the gar-^ 

>ifon fiittuM be at liberty tb retire with their effe^s 

^o j^^gland. F^laife bethg ihvt^d dt the fattle time. 

Sit AhdweW Trollop, Who commanded the garrifon 

conftfting <rf fifteen hundred meA, capitulated on 

the Ikwe Wndhi6n^; dni the t^^du^ion of Cher- 

bciUrg, the garrifon xX which Ibbrtilttftd on the 

tWeJrai day df Augiift, fihilhed the intire conquefl: 

"^ijf NoTrtjindy. In rtie'nrWhth of September, the 

couiit de: I^unoii was fent with;a detachment intd 

Gjwennef wh<»re he redu<eed Bergerac, Jenfac, Monr* 

ferrand^ 
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A. c. 11^50. fgf rand^ St. Foy» and Chalais, before die end of 
the cami^ign. In May he took the field agaJA i^ 
and in the courfe of that month took Montguyon» 
Blay, BoUrg, Fronfac, Libourne» and CaiHilon in 
Perigord : and Bourdeau3t was furrendered by ca- 
pitulatioo, becaufe not relieved before Midfummer. 
This was the cafe with ail the places in thai neigh> 
bourhood. Dax was reduced by the ccmnts of Foix 
and Armagnac, the lord of Albrct, and other Gaf- 
con barons ; and Bayonne^ which was blocked up 
by fea and land, fubmitced on the twenty*fixth day 
of Auguft. Thus, the whole province of Guienne 
fell under the dominion of Charles^ after it had 
.been united three hundred jcus to the crown 
of England. The towns were wdl affe6led to the 
Engltih government ; but, the great lords, tempted 
with the hope of preferment at the court of France, 
. co-operated with the efforts of Charles, in wrefting 
this country from the king of England, who was 
now difpoflcfled of every fopt of land which hi$ 

Kift. de anceftors had acquired in France, except Calais and 

charjesvii. j^^ depcndeqcles. 

Jomertr^ ^^^"^ ^^^ ^ukc of Somcrfet returned to Eng- 
committed land, the parliament was fitting •, and the outcry 
Tower ftgii^ft him was fo loud and uni^crfal, that the 
commons could not help faking ibme notice of his 
conduct. They accordingly prefented an addrefs to 
his majeily, defiring, that the r^nt might be com^ 
mitted to the Tower, until his behaviour in France 
could be properly examined. Henry did not think 
it prudent to pe^fe the requeft of the commons at 
fuch a jiinAure; and the populace were jR> tranfported 
with joy at the news of the duke's commitment, 
that they went immediately to his houfe, which they 
pillaged : and, not withftanding a proclamation iffued 
to difperfe them, continued in a body, doing abunr 
dance of mifchief, until fome of their leaders were 
apprehended, and hanged in terrorem. The com- 
I ^ mona 
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itiOAS thca petkiDQed Henrys to remove from his a*^- '45<>* 
preiience Edmund duke of Somerfet, Alice ducchefa 
dawagfir of Sufiblk, William Bothe bi(hop of Chef- 
ter,.John Suttoir^ lord Dudley^ and others; but^ 
Henry amufed them with an equivocal anfWer. 
Then they brought in an ad of attainder for cor* 
i^i^mg the blood, and confifcating the lands of 
tht, Um duke c^ Sufiblk; but, this aft was re* 
Je&ed by the king : . and the humour of the com-^ 
jhoqb ^growing every day more and more obflinate^ 
tbe.pariiament was diflblved^ without having granted 
^ojy Supply, Immediately after their feparation, the itoc i^strl^ 
duke, of Somerfet was relcafed, and fucceeded 
j8uS»lk in the miniftry, as well as in the queen's 

- Tile court was now involved in great f^erplexity a. a 14^*. 
and} uneaQnefs about the duke of York,, who was ^^f"^^ 
^iuppof^d to. have excited the late inftjrreftion^ and yw^iu/ 
;tQ jbe employed in hatching other more dangerous 
Jc\i^mt$ againft the governmeht. The fudden death 
of Cade had prevented any confefTion, of which 
theyimight have taken the advantage to the preju- 
flico of Kichard, whom they could not now atreft 
iwithout incurring the imputation of injuftice ^ butf 
W ih^y were apprehenfive of his raiflng an army 
jiv Ireland^ to fupport his title to the crowh, the 
Jk^g iffiied orders to the fheriffs of Wales^ Shrop-^ 
ih,irif» and Chefbire, to afTcmbie each his diBerenC 
foflb, and oppofe his landing. This was a very 
imp^Ucic precautipn, as it not only publilhed hi5 
apprehenlioA of the duke of. York, whiclj ic was 
ills inteceft to conceal ; but^ it alarmed the duke 
£) as to put him on his guard, and furniQied hini 
.ivith a pkufible pretext to take arms in his own de<- 
feoce. As the duke had not yet formed any di- 
geibed projedk, nor taken the leaft ftep that could 
lie conftrued into a mifdemeanour, he wrote a kttef 
10 Henrjr, complaining of his fufpicion ^s injurious 
. ;^*^'4i. C a?ii. 
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A.,c. 1451. j^nj calculated for a pretence to ruin his cfaaraifber 
and fortune. He received a mild anfwer from the 
' king, who promifed, that he fhould have fatisfac- 
tion ; but in the mean time the oixlers were not re* 
called. Tho' Cade's enterprize had not fucceedfld, 
the duke of York did not fail to reap conliderable 
advantages from that infurredion. The great num- 
ber of people who joined or favoured that caufe^ 
plainly demonftrated, that the nation was full of mal-* 
contents *, and, that the title of the houfe of March 
was ftill remembered with regard. He conceived 
frefh hopes from theie coniiderations ; believing« 
that if the very name of a perfon belonging to that 
family had armed fuch a number in his caufe, he 
who was a prince of the blood royal, and thelaW'- 
ful reprefentative of Morjimer, could not fail to 
raife the better part of the kingdbm in fupport of 
his pretenfions. That he might not, however, ruin 
his projed by too much precipitation, he fefolved 
to confult his friends, before he would engage in 
an enterprize of fuch moment -, and, when the term 
of his government in Ireland was expired, he em- 
barked for England, in order to confer with them 
upon this fubjeft. Notv/ithftanding the vigilance 
of the fheriffs, he landed without oppolition, and 
repaired to London, where his adherents waited for 
him with impatience. The principal of thefe were, 
John Mowbray duke of Norfolk ; Richard Nevil 
carl of Saliflbiiry, in right of his wife, daughter 
to him who was flain at the ficge of Orleans ; hia 
fon Richard Nevil, afterwards earl of Warwick, 
by his marriage with Anne Beauchamp, daughter .of 
. that earl who died in France ; Thomas Courtney-^ 
earl of Devonfhire, the fon in-law of the duke of 
Somerfet', and Edward Brook, baron of Cobham. 
The duke of xhc court being on a progrefs tothewefiem 
tt waicl!"' counties, thefe confederates had an opportunity of 
concerting their meafures without moleftation} and 

the 
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llic iPcfuk of their confereoees was, that the duke ^'^- ^^^' 
of York fhould retire to Wales, where the houfe of 
March had always great influence^ and fecure the 
afliftance of, his friends, in fuch manner, that he 
^ould be able to aflfemble ati army at pleafure. 
Thefe previous fteps being taken^ he (hould write 
to the king, informing him of the difcontents df 
the people ; and, defiring that juftice might be don0, 
upon the duke of Someriet. According td this re- 
iblution, he retired; and having feciired the people 
of Wales in his intereft, wrote a remonftrance to 
Henry, importing, that the whole kingdom was 
4di%ufted at his conduft in c<»intenancing traitors ; 
and, that he could not help taking the liberty of 
advifing him to prevent the fatal confequences of 
popular diiTatisfadtion. He exhorted him to bring 
delinquents to juftice 5 and in particular, to give 
up the duke of Somerfet, who, tho' accufed by the 
houfe of commons, had been let at liberty, and re- 
cftabliftied in his majefty*s favour, without having 
undergone the leaft examination ; and, in cafe the 
king mould be difpofed to grant that fatisfadion 
to the people, he offered to aflift him with all his 
power in the execution of fuch a laudable deiign* 
The court eafily perceived, that he wanted no more 
^ than a pretence tor revolting ; and, as they wei^ 
refolved, that the odium of a rupture fhould not 
lie with them, the king favoured him with a civil 
anfwer, in which he aflured him, that he had laid 
down a refolution to reform the abufes of his go- 
vernment J for which purpofe, he was determined 
to choofe a certain number of wife and virtuous 
•counfcUors, among whom the duke of York (hould 
be one of the fir ft 5 that no traitor fhould be coun- 
tenanced, or even pafs with impunity ; but, the 
jfiunifhment of fuch delinquents being an affair of 
great confequencc, required the moft mature dcll- 
beratipn : as to the duke of Somerfet^ in particular, 

C 2 he 
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A.c. 1451; hg fhould be brought to anfwer any accufations laid 
nils? * ^''' ^o his charge in a legil raannen 
A. c. 1452. This was fuch an inftance of condefcenfion, as 
The duke of deprivcd the duke of York of all pretence of taking 
^nc«*tith "P arms. Neverthelefs, as he had prepared an army, 
an army to and lookcd upon this (hew of moderation as a lure 
Brcnihcath. ^^ <jecoy bim into Wind fccurity, he refplired to 
profecute his defign^of removing the duke of So- 
merfet from the council, and proceed or defiil as he 
himfelf (houid fee it convenient or pradicable. He 
therefore aflembied his troops, and began his march 
for London -, but, he did not find the court fo un^ 
prepared as he had imagined : the queen no fooner 
vnderftood that he had retired to Wales, than 
guefling his defign, fhe began to levy forces in the 
king's name, without mentioning the iervice for 
which they were deftined ; fo that the duke had 
fcarce begun his march, when he received intelli- 
gence, that the king was advancing at the head of 
an army to give him battle. Surprifed at this infor- 
mation, he did not think proper to expoie himfelf 
to the ifTue of an engagement, until he fhould be 
furnifhed with a better pretext for fighting againit 
his fovereign. He hoped the people would elpoufe 
his^ caufe, and was very defirous of engaging the 
city of London in his incerefl, before he fhould 
venture to declare his real defign. He therefore, 
inftead of waiting for the king's approach, changed 
his route *, and, by forced marches arrived before 
htm at London, where he expected to be received 
wich open arms. He had the mortiiicacion, how- 
ever, to find the gates (hut upon him, and the 
inhabitants determined againfl taking any ftep in 
his favour, while the king was at his heels with a 
more numerous army than that which he com- 
mahded« In this emergency, he was obliged to 
pafs the Thames at Kingiton, and intrench himfelf 
at Brentheath^ at the diftance of twelve miles front 

London. 
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London, The king following him by the way of ^* ^* hs*- 
London bridge, encamped within four miles of 
him ; and fent two bilhops to know the caufe of 
his appearing in arms againft the government. 

The duke, difappointed in one part of his cxpec- Thediik«nf 
tations, refolved to temporize, that he might not ^^'^^ J^" 
ruin his affairs by too much precipitation. He re- forces. 
plied, that his intention^ was not to renounce his 
obedience to the king, 6ut folely to remove from 
him all evil counfellors, of whom the duke of 
Somerfet was the principal ; and that if his ma- 
Jefty would commit that nobleman to priibn, and 
detain him in confinement till the meeting of the 
next parliament, he would immediately difband his 
forces. He concluded, that his demand would be 
reje<^ed by the king and queen, as they were en- 
tirely governed by the perfon againft whom he had 
remonftrated ; and he hoped their refufal would be 
of- great fervice to his caufe, in demon ftra ting the 
queen's refolution to involve the nation in a civil 
war, rather than part with her minion, who was- 
odious to the whole kingdom. Here again, he was 
miftaken in his conjefture. The king imtnediately 
accepted the propofal, afTuring him, that Somerfec 
fliould be fent to the Tower ; and, that nobleman 
was immediately put under an arreft. The duke 
of York was not a little furprifed at this condefcen- 
lion, and wifhed he could have revoked his engage- 
ment \ but, as he could not retraft without de« 
daring his real aim too openly, he determined to 
run Ibme rifque in his own perfon, rather than for- 
feit the favour of the people, on which his chief 
hope of fuccefs was* founded. Without the leaft 
hefitation he difbanded his troops ; and vifited the 
kiiig, tho* unprovided with any fecurity for the 
fafety of his perfon. When he was introduced to 
his majefty, he acCufed the duke of Somerfet as a 
traitor who had facrificed the interefl of the king- 
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AfCr '45»' dom to his avarice and ambition. The duke, who 
flood concealed in the tent, hearing his charafter 
thus impeached, quitted his hiding-place \ and not 
only denied the charge with great warmth, but itx 
his turn, taxed York with a traitorous defign.to de- 
throne his majefty. Richard, feeing his antagonift at 
liberty in the king's tent, after having been aflured, 
that he was in confinement, perceived he had been 
dup^d ; and at once comprehended the danger of 
his own fituation. Ncverthelefs, without appear- 
ing difcpncerted, he complained of the deceit which 
had been praftifed upon him by the fuggeftions of 
the duke of Somerfet, on whom he afFeded to lay 
the bhvtxt of this double-dealing. The court wa^ 
at very little pains to excufc the collufion ; and 
when York took his leave of Henry, and woulcj 
have retired, he was arrefted by the king's order. 
If his e^mies had followed the impulfe of their 
animofity,,.he never would have extricated himfelf 
from the fnare in which he was entangled by' His 
. pwn iniprudence : but, feveral circumftfihces con- 
curred towards his prefel-vation. Tfie queen and 
Somerfet dreaded the refentment of the people^ 
^mong whom he had acquired great influence ahc] 
favour. The court had received falfe intelligence, 
that his fon EdNyard,,,the young earl of March, ac- 
companied by all the friends of the farhily, wa$ 
at the head of a ftrorig army advancing to the 
duke's afliftance i and, at this very junfture, de- 
puties arrived from Gafcony, with offers of re- 
nouncing the dominion of France, if the king of 
England would fend a body of troops for their 
fupport. They foresaw, that the death of the duke 
of York would involve them in a civU, war, which, 
cxclufive of other confequences, would hinder them 
from fending a fupply of forces for the recovery of 
(juienne. Thefe confidera^ions iqducdd them to (et 
the duke at liberty, tho' the faifety of themfelves 
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mud the houie of Lancafter feemcd to demand the a. c' 1152, 
ikcriike of his life ; but, before his enlargement, 
tiiey compelled him to take a new oath of allegiance, 
by which he obliged himfelf to remain faithful to 
Henry tiH death, and promifed he would never take 
arms againft him on any pretence whatfoever -, then 
he was permitted to retire to his eftate of Wigmore, 
and the duke of Somerfct continued to enjoy his g^we. 
influence at court without a rival. Speed.* 

King Henry was not more difturbed by the in- Taibot eari 
fluencc and dcfigns of York, than Charles of °^^^7]r^; 
France was perplexed and chagrined with the con- with* re- 
duft of the dauphin, who was proud, turbulent, jf ^u^n^ 
and ambitious. He relided in Dauphine, where he 
axffaed as fbvereign, and payed very little regard to 
the orders of his father. He had even demanded 
in marriage Yolante, daughter to the duke of Sa- 
voy; and that prince had granted his requeft, with- 
out deigning to intimate the dcfign to king Charles, 
who was fo much incenfed at their prefumption, 
that he afl^bled an army of thirty thoufand men, 
and marched towards Lyons, to chaftife his fon, 
and punifti the duke of Savoy for this contempt of 
his charafter and authority : but he was diverted 
from his purpofe by an pnexpeSied revolution in 
Guienne. The Gafcons had acknowledged the 
French dominion for no other reafon than that of 
being left deftitute of refourcc by the Englifti • and 
the army of Charles had na fooner quitted Guienne, 
than the nobility, in concert with the inhabitants of 
Bourdeaux, refolvcd to rccal their ancient inaflers; 
For this purpofe they fent deputies to London ; and 
as foon as the commotions were appeafed, thfe queen 
and council deliberated upon their propofals, which 
they approved. They concluded, that the fucceft 
of fuch an enterprize would raife their credit amon^ 
the people-; and they determined' to fend over a 
body of forcei^, under- the Command of -the re^ 
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A»c. J4j^ nowned Talbot earl of Shrcwlbury, who had lately 
returned from a voyage to Italy. Though he was 
now fourfcore years of age, he engaged in the fervicc 
with his ufual alacrity, and immediately embarked 
with feven hundred men at arms, leaving the reft 
of the troops deftined for that expedition, . to follow, 
with the firft opportunity, lit landed nearBout-r 
deaux on th^ twenty -Br ft day of Odober \ 9nd nexc 
day, being introduced into that city by. the burgr. 
Kers, furprifed and took the greater part of the 
French garrifoq. Being joined m a few days by 
the, reft of the troops froni England, he took the 
field at the head of feven thoufand men, and re* 
duced Fronfac and Caftillon, together with feme 
other places, before he was obliged to put his 
fisrc Daniel, troops into winter- quarters. 
A. c. 1453. Charles was at Lyons when he received the dif-: 
The carl of agreeable news of Talbot's; arrival and progrefs ^ 
?^^^^"7 ?"^ immediately altered his refolution with regard 
and (lain in to the dauphin, that he might unite al^ his endea-& 
p^oi! ^ yours for the prefervation of Guienne. He i^pproved 
of the match between his fon jind YpUnte } and be- 
ftowed one of his own daughters on the' prince of 
piedmont. He refplved to fend ^11 his forces into 
Guienne in the fpring ; and in the mean time de- ■ 
tached a body of ten thoufand m^n, under tho 
command of Chjibanes and the count de Penthievre> 
whp^ arriving in Saintonge, invefted Chalain and 
^ Caftillon, while the ^oniit de Clermont followed 
with the reft of the army. Chabanes having re? 
duced Chalain in the beginning of June, joined 
•fenthievre before Caftillon, which continued to 
mak9 a vigorous defence \ ^nd the dread of Tal- 
bot's valour and experience induced them tofortify 
their camp with lines, palifadocs, and artillery. 

The earl of Shrewft>\iry remained in the neigh; 

^ourhpod of Bourdeaux with fix or feve,n thoufan^ 

fnpn;^ and wavered ip, his refoiutipn^. He ardently 
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Wi&ed to relieve the place, but was apprehcnfive of ^' ^- w?^ 
finding it imprafticable, confidering the ftrength of 
the French camp, and the fuperiority of their iium- 
ber. On the other hadd, knowing that the count of 
Clermont was on his march, he thought there was a 
rieceflity for ftrikingfome defperate blow before the 
arrival of that general, otherwife he (hould nevcir 
have an opportunity of ailing with any profpedb or 
6iccefs agamit their united efforts. This coniidera- 
tion determined him to hazard an attack. againfl the 
two officers employed in the fiege of Caftillon ; 
^nd he forthwith b^gan his march for this purpofe. ' 
He at orice defeated a body of four thoufand men, 
commanded by Chabanes on the outfide of the in* 
trenchnn^i^ts v and, in fpite of the cannon of the 
enemy, which deftroyed the Englifli in heaps; he 
'charged the lines with fuch amazing impetuofity, 
that they would certainly have been forced, had not 
^ body of cavalry quitted , the intrenchments at a 
different place, and fallen upon the rear of the £ng- 
]i(h, who now found themfelves fur rounded on all 
(ides, and expofed to the fire of a very numerous 
train of artillery. Shrew(bUry, though overwhelmed 
with old age, behaved with all the vigour and ac« 
tivity of youth ; and his Ton the k)rd L'ifle approved 
jiimfelf worthy of fuch a valiant father ; but all 
their efforts proved ineffeftual, and the carl, feeing 
his defeiit inevitable, fcorned to outlive his diigraee. 
He conjured his fon to retire Awhile yet there was a 
poffibility of efcaping, that he might rcfcrvc his \ 
courage for the occafions of his country ; but that 
gallant youth difdained the thoughts of leaving his 
father in the power of his enemies, and declared, 
that as they had fought, they Ihould fall together. 
They accordingly ruflied into the thickeft of the 
battle ; where the earl's horfe being killed by a 
frannon-ball, he fell to the ground, and as he lay 
f/SLS transfixed by a bayonet, while the lord L'ifle 

lo.^ 
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A. c\ i45^ loft iijg own life, in attempting to &vc that of his 
parent. The Englifli were fo difcou raged by the 
fate of this^ renowned chief, that they betook them- 
felves to flight, leaving twelve hundred of their 
fellow- ibldiers dead on the field of battle ; and the 
lord Molina, with about two hundred officers and 
foldiers, were taken prifoners. This defeat was at« 
tended with the furrender of Cafiillon, and the ai^-^' 
rival of the count de Clermont with the reft of the 
army; then Charles, repairing to the ca«np) divided 
his forces into four different bodies, which at the 
fame time invefted Cadillac, Libourne, Fronfac, 
ai^d Bourdeaux. • All thefe places were ti^ken with 
very little difficulty, except the laft, whkh held out? 
till the feventeenth day of Oftober, when the gar- 
riibn capitulated, and were allowed to return to 
England. ^ Thus the Englifh were ugain expelled 
from Guienne ^ and of all the conquefts made by 
Edward UL in France, nothing remained but th6 

Hift.deCh. towns of Calais and Gpifncs, which Charles wa^ 
not yet able to reduce. : 

ProcKdings ^ parliament had met on the fixtb day of March, 

»fn"**" when the firft news of Talbot's fuccefs arrived in 
England ; and the members were fo well pieafed 
with ios condud, that they granted coniSderabi^ 
fubfidies. for the profecueioii of the war in Guienne. 
They voted twenty thoufand archefs, leaving the 
nomination of the officers to the king ^i but feven 
thousand of thefe were afterwards remitted; and the 
whole levy fufpcnded, until the king ihould be iik 
a condition to go ovei" and head them in perfon. 
Befides thefe fupplies, the duke of SomerJet ob- 
tained 4 grant of nine thoofand three hundred 
pounds for repairing the fortifications of Calais ; 
and provifibn^was made for 'the prompt payment of 
the garrifon . Edmund of Hadham, and Jifper oF 
Hatfield, fons of queen Catherine by Owen Tudor; 
were declared uterine brothers of the king ^ the firft 
• ' '^ was 
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was created earl of R^ichmond, and the other earl ^ ^ h$i« 
of Pembroke, with right of precedence above all 
earls in council and parliament, in this feflion 
Thomas Yonge, citi?:en of Briftol and barrifterat 
law, moved in the houfe of commons, that, as- 
king Henry had no ilTue, the duke of York might- 
be declared heir apparent of the crown ^ but he was 
committed to the Tower for this mption, which wafr 
the more unfeafonable as queen Margaret was fome 
months advanced in her pregnancy, and on the thir- 
teenth day of Oftober delivered of a fon called Ed- 
ward, who was created prince of Wales and earl of 
Chefter. Thefe titles were confirmed by this parlia-. 
ment, which, though frequently prorogued, was not^ 
diflblved till the following year. Mean while Henry. Kot. p«l 
was feized with a violent diftemper, which affefte^ 
his mind as well as his body, and fcrved to confirn^ 
reports to the prejudice of the queen's charac- 
ter. Some people were bold enough to fay that the 
young prince was not begotten by Henry, who^ 
was impotent and infirm ; others alledged that tho 
child was altogether fuppoficitious : though many^ 
who were well-wilhers to their country, not only 
acquitted the queen of all impuution, but con- 
ceived happy omens from the birth of this fon, who 
they hoped would attach the mother more warmly 
than ever to the intereft of England. 

The clamour againft the queen and miniftry was Theaukeof 
^ncoura^ed by the friends and emiflaries of Richard ^^^^[j^' 
duke ot York, who, far from thinking himfcl^tothe 
bound by the oath which had been extorted from Tower. 
him during his confinement, perfifted in his,refolu- 
tion to affert hrs pretenfions to the crown, with the 
firft convenient opportunity: but, as he did not 
think it would be politic to divulge his real defign, 
until he fhould have fecured a majority in the coun- 
cil, he refolved to renew his persecution againft the 
duke of Somerfcr, who was cither hated or envied 

by 
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A. c 1453. by the whole nation : but even this aim he carefully 
concealed at the prefent Juncture. The parliament 
had been adjourned ^o Reading, and afterwards to 
Weftminfter, for the fourteenth day of February, 
the king having fuffered a dangerous relapfe. In 
this interval, the fccret friends or the duke of York, 
who ftill maintained the appearance of attachment 
to the court-party, infinuated to the queen and So-, 
merfet, that, confidering the prefent ferment of the 
, nation, they had very little reafon to expeft the par- 
Kament would be agreeable to their views; that 
while the king enjoyed a good ftate of health the 
orders iffued in his name were fuppofed to be dic- 
tated according to his will and diredtioh ; but that, 
during the prevalence of his diftemper, their admi- 
niftration would want the fanflion of his authority ^ 
and in all probability the parliament, in compliance 
with the fenfe of the nation, would appoint a new 
miniftry. In order to prevent this misfortune, they 
obfcrved that it would be neccflary to admit incQ 
the council the duke of York, the earls of Salif- 
bury ind Warwick, and fome other popular noble* 
men, to convince the public that they had no in- 
tention to govern by defpotic authority. This ad- 
vice appeared fo plaufiblc, that the queen and her 
favourite ran headlong into the fnare ; thofe noble- 
^ men were created members of the council before the 

meeting of parliament. They no fooner gained 
footing'in this new ftation, than they fuperfcded the 
credit of their adverfaries, and even ventured tq 
arreft the duke of Somcrfet in the queen's chamber. 

A. c. 1454- j^g ^35 immediately committed prifoner to the 
Tower; and the parliament was again prorogued 
to the fifteenth day of March, that the duke bf 
York and his adherents might have time to tamper 
with the members. Mean while the council expe- 
dited a commiflion to the duke, empowering hini 
to hold the feflion as the king's rcprcfcntative i ^nd 

the 
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the firfl: days of that aflfembly were fpeht by the ^' ^* H54- 
commons in preparing an impeachment againft 
Somerfet, for the lofs of Normandy by his mircx>n- 
6uGt. On the fecond day of April, the great feal 
Was committed to the charge of the earl of Salif- 
bury. Next day the parliament appointed the duke 
of York protcftor of the realm, defender of the 
church, and firft counfellor of the king, during the 
minority of Edward prince of Wales. York, being 
thus inverted with the whole power of the admini- 
ftration, deprived his rival of the government o]F 
Calais, which he himfelf affumed by virtue of a 
commiffion in the name of Henry ; and every body 
believed that the impeachment of Somer(et would 
be carried on with equal vigour and difpatch : but 
it dragged on to the end of the year, and was de- 
layed, in all piiobability, for want of fufficient evi- 
^ dence. In the beginning of the next year, the king Rot, Part, 
recovering from his tedious diftemper, the autho- a. c. 1455^ 
rify which had been veiled in the duke of York 
ceafed of courfe ; and he did not as yet think his 
affairs ripe enough todifpuce his majefty*s pleafure. 
The adminiftration therefore returned into its for- 
mer channel ; and the duke of Somerfet was dif- 
charged from his confinement. 

As he had been committed by a fimple order of the He wreteaf- 
council, he might have been enlarged by the fame ^i,i"^ini* 
authority, had not the impeachment of the com- tiuencein 
mons intervened : fo that he was obliged to find ^**«<=«»»^^ 
' fecurity ; and- the duke of Buckingham, with the 
carlof Wiklhire, and two knights, became his fure- 
ties ; though they were afterwards difcharged from 
their obligation, by a ftretch of the prerogative 
contrary to the laws of the kingdom. The duke of 
York and his partifans nov/ loll all their influence 
in the council, which reverted to the queen and 
Somerfet, by virtue of the king*s recovery. Some 
noblcinen, dreading the fatal confequsnces of an 

open 
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A-c. 1455. Qpgj^ rupture between the dukes of York and Somef* 
fee, interpofed their good offices towards an ac^ 
' commodation. As it was the intereft of both to 
keep terms with the public, they agreed to refei* 
their difpute to arbitration, and boqnd themfclves 
to fubmit to the decifion of the arbiters, in the pe- 
nalty of twenty thoufand marks, provided the fen- 
tence Ihould be pronounced by the twentieth of 
A«, Pttb. June. While this affair was depending, the duke 
of Somerfet reprefented to the king, that, as he had 
been deprived of the government of Calais on a 
(imple accufation, the particulars of which had 
never been proved, it was not juft that his adverfary 
ihould continue poffefled of his fpoiis, before the 
difference between them Ihould be determined. The 
king, upon this remonftrance, divefted the duke 
of York of this conimand, though his c'ommiflion 
had been made out for the term of fcven years } 
and, on pretence of obferving a perfeft neutrality 
between the two competitors, declared himfelf go- 
vernor of Calais. 
The duke of xhig tranfadion gave fuch umbrage to York# 
thccarirof that he retired from court, where he had nothing 
Salisbury to cxpcft but difgracc and oppofition from the quedh 
wick, take and Somerfet, whom he refolved to attack in a more 
the field, effeftual manner than that of political intrigues* 
» The releafe of his rival from the Tower, fo con- 

trary to law and the inclinations of the people, w^s 
a pretext which he hoped would engage the public 
in his intereft j and this he ufed with all the fuccefs 
he could have expe<5ted. He repaired to Wales, 
where he levied a body of forces, and in a little 
time found himfelf at the head of a numerous army^ 
with which he advanced towards the king, who had 
aflembled his troops, and marched out of London 
to give him battle. The duke of York was ac* 
conipanied by the earls of Salifbury and Warwick^ 
Thefe noblemen fent a letter from Royfton to th^ 
' ' king^ 
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king, cOAtaining ftrong jprofeSions of zeal and at- a* ^* hss*'^ 
Uchment) demanding admiifion to his prefence^ 
chat they niight vindicate themfelves from the ca** 
himnies or thdf enemies, and inform him of the 
mtfconduft of his minifters, who they defired might 
be tried and acquitted, or puniihed according to 
their innocency or demerit. This letter was in- 
ciofed in another to Thomas Bouchier, who had 
lately fucceeded Kemp in the archbifliopric of Can* ' 
terbury ; and this prelate fent it by a particular mef* 
^nger to the king, but it was intercepted by Somer- 
fet, and Thomas Thorpe, lately created chan.cellor 
of the exchequer. 

York and his aflfociatcs renewed their requeft, ^j^^ ^.^ . 
ifhen they arrived on the twenty fecond day erf defeated at 
May in the neighbourhood of St. Alban's; but it ^^- **^*"''* 
was rejefted with difdain, and they were threatened 
with the penalties of high treafon. The earl of 
Warwick, who commanded the van- guard, was 
fo exafptrated at thh contemptuous treatofient, that, 
without waiting for the duke^s diredlions, he atr 
tacked the king's army fo furioufly, that it was 
foon thrown into confuHon, notwithftanding all 
the efforts of Somerfet. York, advancing in the 
mean time, charged with equal impetuofity in 
fiank ; fo that they were totally routed with the lols 
of five thoufand men. The duke of Somerfet, the 
carl of Northumberland, the earl of Strafford^, 
eldeft fon of the duke of Buckingham, the loird 
ClifFord, and feveral officers of diftinftion, were 
flain upon the fpot. The duke of Buckingham 
being wounded, retired from battle in the begin* 
ning of the engagement ; and his retreat increafed 
the diforder of the royalifts. The king himfelf^ 
having received an arrow in his neck, was abandon* 
cd by his army, and retired into a little houfe, 
where he was immediately invefted. But the duke 
of York and his confederates welre no fooner ifi- 

formed 
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^c. 1455. formed of his (ituation, than they ran thither, and 
falling on their knees before him, declared that the 
enemy of the ptiblic being now dead, they were 
entirely devoted to his fervice, and ready to obey 
his commands. The violence of Henry^s fear was 
in fome meafore allayed by this declaration ; and 
he begged, in the name of God, that they would 
put an end to the carhage. The duke immediately 
ordered a retreat to be founded, and proclamation 
to be made for preventing the further effuiion of 

^^^^^ blood. Then they conduced Henry to St. Alban'^f 
from whence they accompanied him to London. ^ 

yirk dc'*"^ At their defire writs were iffucd for calling a 

dared pro- parliament, which met on the ninth day of July, 
when Henry declared from the throne, that he 
looked upon York, Salifbury, and Warwick, as his 
faithful lieges ; and their lace conduft was juftified 
by the authority of both houfes. They decreed^ 
that the nation had been mifgoverned by the queen 
and the duke of Somerfet, who had abufed the 
goodnefs and confidence of his majefty ; that the 
late duke of Gloucefter had bei^n unjuftly accufed i 
that all alienations of eftates belonging to the crown^ 
which had been made fince the fir(t year of the 
king's reign, (hould be revoked ; and that the mif^ 
chief occafioned by the battle of St. Alban's fhould 
be imputed to Somerfet and his adherents, who had 
concealed from his majefty the letter which would 
have prevented the engagement. The king was pe- 
titioned to nominate a proce«5bor, becaufe his own 

' indifpofition hindered him from managing the affairs 

of the public; and this addrefs was ieveral times 
repeated, without their receiving any anfwer from 
Henry. At length the parliament was prorogued- 
till the twelfth day of November ; and by that time 
the king had (igned a patent, exprefling that, having 
^been frequently intreated by both houfes to appoint 
a prote&or, he had pitched upon the duke «f il[oi:i» 

for 
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for that important office, until he fhould be dif- a-^-hss* 
charged of it by parUament, or the young prince of \ 
Wales attain to the years of difcretion. 1 his feffion 
lafted a month, and then the parliament was proro- 
gued till the fourteenth day of January.. While the 
duke of York thus enjoyed his triumph, the queen 
did not behold his fuccefs with idle refignation. 
The intereft of herfelf and family was too deeply 
concerned to admit of fuch indifference. Henry 
the new duke of Somerfet, fon of iiim who fell at 
St. Alban*s, glowed with impatience to revenge the 
death of his father; the duke of Buckingham 
breathed nothing but vengeance for the Ipfs of his 
fon, who perilhed on the fame occafion ; and all 
the princes and noblemen, allied' or attached to the 
houfe of Lancafter, perceiving the duke of York 
taking long ftrides towards the throne, refolved 
to exert all their endeavours to ftop his progrcfs. s 

Notwithftanding this oppofition, he lived in fuch a.c 1456. 
feeming fecurity as aftonifhed his enemies. He 
thought he fhoukl run too great a ri(k in pretending 
openly to the crown, which had remained fix and 
fifty years in the houfe of Lancafter ; and therefore 
he waited for fome favourable opportunity to broach 
his pretenfions. His chief aim was to acquire the 
favour of the people, without which he forefaw all 
his efforts would prove nneffedtual ; and that they 
might fee his conduft was not influenced by paflion 
or intereft, he left the king and queen at perfedt 
Kberty to aft as they Ihould think proper. He did not 
.ioiagtne it was in their power to divcft him of the 
dignity of protestor, which, according to his patent, 
could not be revoked but by the parliament : but 
the queen was too aftive and enterprizing, to be 
deterred from her purpofe by fuch flender obPcacles- 

The king having recovered his health, the ene- 
mies of the duke refolved to kiz^ this opparcunity 
to deprive him of his protcdorfhip. The parlia- 

N^.41. . D meat- 
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^- ^* HS^* tncnt mffkmhWngj Henry appeared in perfon^ and 
declared from the throne, that as he now enjoyed 
perfect health, and was in a conditibn to refume the 
reins of government, he did not think the king- 
dom had any further occafion for a proteftor: he 
therefore defired the parliament would difcharge the 
duke of York from the toil^ of that troubiefome 
office. Whether the two houfes thought the requeft 
reafonable, or the members had been tutored for the 
purpoft, they readily complied with his defire-, 
and be fent an order to the duke to abftain from the. 
fundion of proteftor. York was not a little con- 
founded at finding himfelf thus over-reached j but, 
making a virtue of neceffity, he and his adherents 
fubmitted with a good grace to the orders or the 
king and parliament. But, on pretence of their 
having no further bufinefs at court, they retired ta 
Yorkshire, where they lived in the fame neighbour- 
hood; In a little time after they had withdrawn 
themfelves an infurredion happened in London, pc- 
cafioned by a quarrel between an Englifh and Ita- 
lian merchant; and the duke of Buckingham and 
Exeter, being empowered to try and punifli the de- 
linquents, were prevented by the populace, from 
The queen executing their commiffion. The queen fufpefting 
todecly"" ^^^^ ^^^^ tumult was excited by the partifans of the 
York and duke of York, arid thinking the king's perfon was 
chteuTo not fafe in London, conveyed him to Coventry, 
Coventry, on pretence of his enjoying the benefit of a change 
of air : though her real defign in taking this route, 
was that fhe might be nearer the difcontented lords, 
who' had retired from the council. She had re- 
ceived intelligence of their holding feveral fuccef-. 
five meetings in the North, and ftie refolved to arreft 
ihem, if poffibfe, in Coventry, where they had 
fewer friends than in London. With this view 
Ihe caufed the king to write letters with his own 
hand, inviting them tp court, where he had occa- 
fion 
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fion for their advice and afliftance in an affair of the ^' ^- '4S^' 
utmoft confequence. As the duke of York and 
his aflbciates had taken no ftep towards publifhing 
his defign upon the crown,, but covered all their 
conduft with the pretext of patriotifm, they re- 
folved to comply with the invitation of Henry, 
who they imagined had at lergth opened his eyes 
v/ith refpeft to the conduft of the queen and the s ] 

miniftry, and really defired their affiftance, in or- 
der to reform the adminiftration. They therefore 
fet out for Coventry ; but being apprized on the \ 

road of the queen*s intentions, they fuddenly chang- 
ed their refolucion, and feparated immediately, in 
order to provide for their own fafety. The duke 
of York haftened to his eftate of Wigmore, on the 
borders of Wales ; the earl of Salifbury retired to 
his own houfe in YorkQiire ; and Warwick took 
(hipping immediately for Calais, of which place 
he had continued governor fince the battle of St. 
Alban*s. Though the queen was mortified fit her 
difappointment, fhe enjoyed the confolation of hav- 
ing parted three noblemen whofe union was very stowe. 
dangerous to her intereft. 
The mutual ieak>ufy and machinations of the ^"^*'^°" ^y i 

J ,. -J- JL L thcFrenck 

two parties were at this period interrupted by other and the 
confiderations. As the Englilh had formerly taken ^^°^* 
advantage of the divifions in France, to make con- 
quefts in that kingdom, Charles VII. refolved to . 
follow the fame maxims of policy, and profit by 
the quarrels that began to divide England. He 
prepared two fcjuadrons to attack the kingdom in 
different parts. One of thefe pillaged the town of 
Sandwich, and the other made a defcent upon Corn- 
wal : but, as they were very ill provided with ne- 
ceflaries, they did not undertake arty enterprize of 
importance, and this was rather an infult than an 
invafvon ; for their troops reimbarked and returned 
to their own country, after having plundered a 
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A.c. 1457, f;»^ inconfiderable vilUgcs.- In all probability th^ 
French court bad engaged the Scots to co-operai^ 
with its meafures againft England, as ihey invaded 
the northern counties, notvyithftanding the triM?e 
fubfifting between the two nations, and carried oflf 
a confiderable booty. The truces were fo ill ob- 
ferved on both fides, that a predatory war was. ge- 
nerally carried on without intermiflSon between the 
borderers ; and the mutual incurfions of private 
, adventurers furnilhed conJiinuaJ pretences for in- 
fringing the truce or accopiniodatiGn. The Eng- 
, lifh authors alledge that this invafion was. headed 
by king James in perfon, who retirdd at the ap- 
proach of the earl of Northumberland ; whereas 
the Scottifli biftorians affirrp that Piercy, and th^ 
earl of Douglas, at that time a refugee in England^ 
entered Scotland and ravaged the country, until 
they were encountered and defeated by the carl of 
Angus and Sir James Hamilton* Be that ajs it will, 
the truce between the two kingdoms was renewed^ 
. and afterwards prolonged for fojiir years, thouglv 
Rymer, j^qj-j^ kings had been greatly inccnfed, and writtea 
. outrageous letters to each other. 

tion*b«weVn 1 his difputc being happily terminated, Henry, 
^ ^*^«" who was of a mild, pacific dijpofition, and dread^ 
duke of nothing fo much as, the revival of dome/lic troubles, 
York. prelied his queen to liften to terms of accommoda- 
tion, to which flie did not appear averfe; nor in-^ 
deed was it her intercfl: toprofecute a quarrel witl> 
fuch powerjful antagonifl:s, at a junfture when hgr 
adminiftration was fo odioua to the people. On 
the other hand, York and his confederates did not 
think their fcheme ripe for an open revolt againft 
the eftablilhed king, who, though a prince of mean 
capacity, had, by the inaoce-nce of his life, and 
the piety of his devotion, acquired, if not thp ef- 
teem, at leaft the good will of his fubjeds. They 
-therefore lent a willing ear to .the. overwres of pjea^^- 

and 
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and reconciliation, which were made in the king's a. c, 1458. 
name, by the archbifhop of Canterbury and other 
prelates -, and both patties agreed to meet at Lon- 
don in January, that ail difputes might be agreeably 
determined. Not but that the queen and York 
mutually diftrufted each other's fincerity ; and up- 
on the duke's fignifying his fufpicion, the king con- 
fentcd to his coming with his friends in a pofture of 
defence. Salifbury arrived at the time and place 
appointed with a retinue of five hundred men ; 
York repaired to the congrefs with four hundred 
followfers, and took up his quarters at Baynard*9 
caftlei while Saiifbury refided at Cold harbour •, on 
the fourteenth day of February, Warv/ick landed 
from Calais with fix hundred men, and chofe the 
Grey friars for the place of his refidence ; the reft 
of the party lodged within the city. Somerfet, 
Exeter, Northumberland, Egremond, and Clifford, 
came with numerous retinues, who were quartered 
in the fuburbs \ and the mayor of London, at the 
head of five thoufand men, kepj guard within the 
city, and patroled through the ftrcets, to maintain 
jhe public tranquillity. The conferences were be- 
gun; and, after fome difpute, the warmth of which 
was moderated by the mediating bifliops, the treaty 
was concluded to their mutual fatisfaftion. Some 
mafles were founded for the fouls of the people 
killed at Sc. Alban's, and a pecuniary fatisfaftion ' 
made to their heirs : both parties folemnly pro- 
mifed to lay afide their animofity, and live toge- 
ther in perfedl friendfliip for the future ; and the 
duke of York with his affociates were readmitted 
into the council. The fifth day of April was ap- 
pointed for a thankfgivrng, and a folemn proceflion 
to St. Paul's church. The king, queen, and -all 
the noblemen aflifted on this occaiion : thofe of dif- 
ferent parties walked hand in hand, in token of 
amity, and thfe duke of York handed the queen, 
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A.c. 1458. ^ho afFefted to treat him with public marks of 
Id. Ibid, eftee'm and confidence. 

Another Ncverthelcfs, there was little fincerity on either 

rupture. q^^^ j,^^ ^^j^^ ^£ York and his friends ftill dread- 
ed fome deceit or perfidy on the part of Margaret, 
who had formerly endeavoured to entrap them; 
and they quitted the court on various pretences. 
The duke and the earl of Salifbury repaired to 
York, apd the earl of Warwick returned to his 
government of Calais. In his paffage he fell in 
with fome fhips belonging to Genoa and Lubec, 
and a quarrel enfuing, in confequence of their re- 
fufing to pay proper deference to the Englifh flag, 
he funk fome of the number, and carried the reft 
into Calais. The republic complained to the Tcing 
of this outrage ; his majefty appointed commif- 
fioners to enquire into the particulars, and Warwick 
was obliged to come over and juftify his conduft. 
During his flay at London on this account, he oc- 
cafionally aflifted at council; and a'domeftic be« 
longing to his tra^n happening to quarrel one day 
with a fervant of the king, who was wounded in the 
fray, all the retainers at court took to their arms, 
to revenge the infult offered to their companion. 
The delinquent having made his efcape, they at- 
tacked the earl himfelf as he came from council ; 
fo that it was nof without the greatefl difficulty that 
he reached his boat, which waited for him on the fide 
of the river, and which conveyed him to the city, after 
he had feen fome of his followers killed in his de- 
fence. He forthwith conjeftured that the queen 
had contrived this fcheme for his deflruftion ; and 
this conjefture was confirmed that fame day, when 
he underflood that the king had granted a warrant 
to commit him prifoner to the Tower. He received 
this intelligence time enough to elude the order ; and 
retired to his father the earl of Salifbury, to confult 
about meafures to be taken againflt the queen, ypoa 
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•whofe promifes, oaths, and engagemens, they would ^* ^* *+s^. 
place no dependence. The father and fon agreed 
i-n opinion, that this laft attack was a fnare laid by 
Margaret for the life of Warwick -, and that as this 
noblemaB was the idol of the foldiery, they fhould 
make it a pretence for delaring open war againft the 
queen and her adherents. In thefe fentiments they 
vifited the duke of York, who adopted their ideas 
on this fubjedt ; and they concerted their meafures . 
accordingly. Warwick returned immediately to 
Calais, in order to fecure that fortrefs, and York be- 
gan to levy forces in Wales, while Salifbury af- 
fcmbled five or fix thoufand men, with which, he 
intended to advance to London, and demand fa- 
tisfaflion for the ootrage committed againft his 
ion Warv/ick. 

Mean while Margaret let out with the king on ^^^^^ ^j.^^ 
aprogrefs into the counties of Warwick, Stafford, under the 
and Chefter, in order to conciliate the afiefticn of je'^ defc^t'^ ^ 
the people ; and, by means of her artful behaviour b/thc eari 
and aflumed affability, formed a ftrong aflbciation lli^^^ 
in behalf of herfelf and her fon Edward. Under- heath, 
ftanding that the earl of Salifbury had raifed a body 
offerees^ and was on his march to join the duke of 
York in Herefordfhire, fhe granted a commiffion to 
the Lord Audley to afTemblc troops, and prevent the 
junftion of thefe poblemen. He accordingly levied a. c. 1459. 
ten thoufand men^ with whom he advanced againft 
Salifbury, who had proceeded as far as Bloreheath 
on the borders of StafFordfhire and Shropfhire. 
Here the two armies came in fight of each other ; 
and the earl, though his forces were not above half 
the number of the enemy, refolved to give them 
battle. They were parted by a rivulet i and on 
the twenty-third day of St^ptember, Salisbury made 
a feint of retreating, as if he had be:?n afraid of an 
attack. Audley, on this fuppoficion, palled the 
rivulet with great precipitation, in order to purfue 
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A. c. ^59. i\^^ fugitives ) and when part of his troops had 
croffed the brook; the earU wheeling about all of a 
fudden, fdl upon them with fuch impetuofity, ber 
fore they could form, that, after an obftinate en- 
gagement, which lafted five hours, the royalifts 
were utterly defeated, with the lofs of their general 
and four and twenty hundred men, flain upon the 
field of battle. 

Saliibury, having thus opened his paffag;e, march- 
ed into Wales, where he joined the duke of York, 
who was employed in raifing an army for the pror 
fecution of his defign. The queen, in order- to 
repair the damage fhe had fuftained at Bloreheath, 
and oppofe the progrefs of the malcontents, with 
whofe^motions fhe was perfedly well acquainted, 
exerted her endeavours with incredible adtivity, in 
afTembling forces, and appointed the rendezvous 
at Coventry : while her enemies wrote to Warwick, 
defiring he would join them with fome troops fron^ 
Calais. On the receipt of his father's letter, be lefi 
that forcrefs under the command of his uncle the 
lord Falconbridge, and brouglit over part of the 
garrifon, commanded by Sir Andrew Trollop, an 
^ officer of great reputation. The king's army being 
affembled, he began his march from Coventry to- 
wards Ludlow, where the rebels were encamped : 
and, hairing at Gloucefter, ofFere4 a pardon to the 
infurgents, provided they would lay down their 
arms. To this offer they replied, That they would 
not confide in fuch promifes, which were no other 
than fnares laid for their deftrudtion ; but that they 
were ready to fubmit to the king, provided he could 
find any fccuriry for the performance of his promife. 
Henry, having received this anfwer, fuperfeded the 
earl of Warwick in the government of Calais* which 
he bc:ftov/ed upon the duke of Somerfet, and ad- 
vanced to give battle to the malcontents. They 
wrote a letter to him, declaring that their fole view 
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in takifig up arms, was to defend themlelves againft A. c. 1459, 
the attempts of their enemies ; that they had no 
mtention to fight, \mlefs forced to ia engagement j 
that all they required was a reformation of the 
abufes which had crept into the government^ 
through the mifconduft of the* miniftry ; and they 
befought his majefty to look upon them as hi^ 
faithful fubjedts, who had no defign to the preju- 
dice of hh peribn, and wiflied for nothing fo much 
as to be reinftated in his favour. The queen, im- 
puting all this fubmiflion to fear, approached with- 
in half a mile of them in the evening, refolved to 
give battle next day, and in the mean timediJJ)erfed 
through the enemy's camp a proclamation, promi- 
fing pardon to all thofe who ihould lay down their 
Jirms and fubmit. This expedient produced a fur- 
prifing eflpeft : the troops of the duke of York, fup- 
pofing, from the king's making fuch an offer, that 
he had a great fuperiqrity of ftrength, and that there 
was no time to be loft, began to difperfe inftantafne- 
puQy. Sir Andrew Trollop, who now for the firft 
time perceived that the duke of York had a defign 
upon the crown, deferted in the night, with the de- 
tachment he commanded ; and his example was 
followed by fuch a number, that the lords, fearing 
they fhould be wholly abandoned, before day-break 
eonfulted their fafety in flight. The duke of York, 
with his fecond fon the earl of Rutland, retired to 
Wales, where they embarked for Ireland; and the 
carl of Warwick haftened over to Calais, whither be 
was (bon followed by his father Salisbury, and 
York's cldeft fon, the earl of March, at that time 
in the nineteenth year of his age. The officers and 
foldiers, who remained after the retreat of their 
chfefs, fubmitted to the mercy of the king, who 
difmiflcd thepi in peace, after having caufed fomc 
of them to be put to death for example. 

The parliament, afiimbiing in the month of Dc- 
ipember^j declared the duke of Yorjc and his adhe- 
rents 
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A.C. 1459. rents guilty of high treafon -, their eftates were con-- 
Exploits of fitcated, and they and their defendants rendered 
the earl of incapaWc of fucceeding to any iqheritance, even to 
w^wick ^j^g fourth generation. As foon as the feflion broke 
.up, the duke of Somerfet embarked with a body of 
troops, in order to take poffeflfjon of Calais •, but he 
met with fuch a reception as obliged htm to land in 
another place, from which he marched to Guifnes, 
. and there he fent out detachments to Ikirmifh with 
the garrifon of Calais, by whom his men were gene- 
rally repulfed to their quarters. Warwick was fo 
beloved by the nation in general, that when Somer- 
fet landed with his troops, the failors fteered their 
ihips direftly into the harbour of Calais. The queen 
being determined to wreft the government ot this 
fortrcfs from the hands of her enemies, equipped a 
fleet for the affiftance of Somerfet, and ordered ^ 
confiderable body of troops to be put on board, 
under the command of the lord Rivers, and his fon 
Sir Anthony Wideville. While ,the fleet lay in the 
harbour of Sandwich, waiting for a fair wind, the 
earl of Warwick, having received intelligence of 
their defl:ination, manned the fliips which had lately 
deferred to him, and embarking ibme troops, with 
Sir John Denham, they failed to Sandwich, where 
they furprifed Rivers and all his officers, who were 
conveyed to Calais, together with their fhips ; the 
failors themfelves favouring the enterprize. War- 
y"^* wick, being thus reinforced with (hipping, failed for 
Ireland, in order to confult the duke of York about 
the mealures to be taken for another infurreftion in' 
England, v/here the people efpoufed their caufe, 
and their friends cxpedted them with impatience. 
The duke agreed with him in opinion that the lords 
at Calais fhould make a defcent among their adhe- 
rents and well-wiflbers in the county of Kent, and 
proceed direftly to the capital, which they did not 
doubt would receive them with open arms. The 

earl 
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ear! of Warwick, in his return to Calais, ^fell in^P. ^460- 
with the Englifli fleet, commanded by the duke of 
Exeter, who had lately fuperfeded him in the poft 
of admiral, and been fentout to intercept him in hia 
paffage: but thefailors and foldiers on board of the 
dukc*s fquadron refufing to fight againft their old 
commander, he, in order to prevent a total revolt, 
failed into Dartmouth, where the greater part of his 
men deferred for w^nt of pay and provifion. 

The queen and the miniftry did not doubt but The earl of 
the interview between the duke of York and the ^^b^'^'* 
earl of Warwick would produce a new rebellion, and war- 
which in order to weaken by anticipation, the ]|^^'^'q^"|J^ 
council refolved to fet on foot an exaft inquifition triumph, 
in all the towns and counties of the kingdom, foV 
the difcovery and punifliment of all the partifans of 
the malcontents ; the earl of Wiltfliire and the lord 
Scales were vefted with a commiflion to make this 
inquiry, and punifh all thofe who had carried arms 
for York and his adherents in the late rebellion ^ 
and they began to execute their powers with great 
feverity in fome towns that openly favoured the lords 
of the oppofition. Of all the counties in England 
Kent had the greateft caufe to dread the refentment 
of the court, for it had always expreflTed a particu- 
lar attachment to the duke of York ; and the con- 
duct of the inhabitants under Cade was^not for- 
gotten : believing' therefore that their ruin was in- 
evitable, if not prevented by fome vigorous refolu- 
tioni, they fent an intimation to the lords at Calais, 
afluring them, that if they v/ould land in Kent, the 
inhabitants would receive them with open arms, 
and hazard their lives and fortunes in their fervice. 
Sir Simon Montfort had bren detached by Mar- 
garet Vi^ith a body of frefh forces to guard Sand- 
wich and other harbours that lay nearelt the enemy ; 
and ihips had been equipped for convoying the 
^uke of Somerfct to England, where his pr^fence 

was 
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A,c J4«e. ^as thought ncccflaryby the council. But War- 
wick furprifed this armament, pillaged the town of 
Sandwich, took Montfort, and carried the (hips to 
Calais. It was during this fhort expedition, that 
he became acquainted with the ftate of affairs in 
England \ the knowledge of which, together with 
the invitation of the Kentifti men, determined him 
and his aflbciates to land without delay. Nothing 
v;as wanting but afum of money to purchafe neccf* 
far ies \ and the carl of Warwick borrowed on his 
own credit eighteen thoufand pounds from the 
merchants of the ftaple. Thus fupplied^ he began 
to make preparations, and in the rftean time fent 
over his uncle, the lord Falconbridge, to Kent; 
where he was joined by a great number of people 
belonging to that and the adjacent counties. He 
wai foon followed by Warwick hinfifelf, with tht 
earls of March and Salifbury, who landed at Sand- 
wich, where they were met by Thomas Bourchier, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, the lord Cobham^ and 
other perfons of diftinftion. Before they fct fail 
from Calais, they* had difperfed a manifefto in Eng- 
land, afluring the nation, that their fole motive for 
taking arms, was to deliver the people from the 
oppreffion under which they groaned, and to fecure 
their liberties and privileges ; towards the re-cfta- 
blilhment of which they foUicited the afli(tance of 
all true-hearted Engliftimen. They had informed 
the duke of York of their intended operations, and 
the day on which they fct fail for England. They 
brought over about fifteen hundred men, who being 
reinforced by four thoufand, under the lord Cob- 
^ ham, they began their march towards London j 
and fuch numbers joined them in their route, 
Rymcr. ^h^^ ^hcy entered the city in triumph with an army 
Siowe. of forty thoufand men devoted to their fefvice. 

Mean while the queen was nOt idle at Coventry : 
ihe had endeavoured to prevent their being receivecj 

in 


H E N R T VI. 45 

In London, by fending thtther tUe lord Scales with ^ ^- h'o. 
a ftrong body of forces ; but he was refufed* admit- ^^^f^'^d 
tance by the uaayor even before the arrival of the at Nor- 
makontents, ao<i threw himfcJf inj^o the Tower, ^^"p5''"- 
from whence he threatened to cannonade the city, 
fliould the magiftrates admit the rebels : to thefc 
menaces however, they pard no regard. Margaret 
ftill cantiiiued to aflemble her forces, until her army 
beiag completed, flie beftowed the joint command 
of k u{)on the dukes of Somerfec and Buckingham, 
though fhe herfelf was in cffe<5t the general, and 
iffued out all t;he orders ia the name of Henry, who 
was there in perfon. As foon as the. young earl of 
March underftood that fhe was advancing cowards 
t^ondon, hjC left the earl of SaUfbury with good 
part of his troops in that capita], and marched out 
with the ^arl of Warwick, at the head of five and 
twenty thoufend men, to attack her before her army 
fhould be increafed. The two parties met in the 
neighbourhood of Northampton j after the queen 
had paffed a river by which they were divided. Be- 
fore they proceeded to battle, the aflbciated lords 
fent the bi(hop of SaJifbury to the king, with a 
melTage, intreating; his majefty would fufpend his 
indignation, and join with them in fome falutary 
meafures to prevent the effufion of Englilh blood. * 
This addrefr was looked upon as a mere ceremony 
to fave appearances ; and being rejedted as fuch» 
both fides prepared for an engagement. On th^ " 
nineteenth day of July the malcontents' drew up ' 

their army in order of battle : the earl of Warwick 
commanded the right wing ; the lord Cobham con- 
duced the 4eft; and the earl of March took his 
ftation in the centerj The royal army was com- 
manded by the dukes of Somerfet and Bucking- 
ham ; the queen remained at a little diftance, from 
whence (he could obferve the particulars of the ac- 
tion, and. give, her direftions according to the emer- 
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A.C. 1460. gency of the occafion •, and Henry ftayed in his tent^ 
waiting the event of a battle on which the fate of 
his crown depended. The Yorkifts, having pub- 
lilhed orders through their army to refpe6k the king's 
peifon, and fpare the common foldiers, but to give 
no quarter to the officers, proceeded to the attack 
about two o'clock in the afternoon ; and the aftion 
beginning with ecljual fury on both (ides, continued 
till fevcn in the evening ; when the lord Grey of 
Ruthwin, who commanded a confiderable part of 
Henry's army, fuddenly revolted to the rebels. 
Thisunexpefteddefeftion threw the reft of the king's 
forces into fuch confternation, that they forthwith be- 
gan to give ground, and were routed with great flaugh- 
ter. The duke of Buckingham, the earl of Shrewf- 
bury, fon to the famous Talbot, the lord Beaumont, 
and many other perfons of diftindion, were killed 
upon the fpot. The queen, the prince of Wales, 
and the duke of Somerfec, fled with fuch precipi- 
tation, that they did not halt until they had reached 
Durham. Henry fell into the hands of the viftors, 
who treated him with all the exterior refpe<9: due to 
their fovereign ; and this deference, in fome mea- 
fure, confoled him for the mifchance of the day, 
which would have rendered him a very great objeft 
of compaffion, had not his natural indolence and 
want of fenfibility fortified him againft all thevicif- 
fitudes of fortune. He was immediately conduced 
to Northampton, with all the marks of honour and 
regard •, and, after a (hort ftay in that place, repaired 
to London, furrounded by a croud of noblemen and 
^ ^ others, who had fo lately appeared againft him in 
Sto^. the field of battle. Mean time the queen, Who did 
not think herfelf fafe at Durham, retired privately 
to Wales, in order to elude the fearch of her ene- 
mies ; but flie foon quitted that retreat, and with 
her fon took refuge in Scotland. Immediately after 
the king's arrival in London, the Towerfurrendcred 

for 
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for want of provifions ; and the lord Scales, who a.^'H^o* 
afted as governor, attempting to go by water in 
difguife to the fanduary at Weftminfter, was dif- 
covered and affaffinated bythe watermen. A com- 
miffion was granted to. the earl of Salifbury, im- 
powering him to march with an army to the relief 
of Roxburgh caftle, befieged by James II. of Scot- 
land, who infringed the truce that he might take ad- / 
vantage of the inceftinc troubles of England. The 
garrifon was already reduced to extremity, when 
that prince happened to lofe his life by a cannon's 
burfting in the explofion ; neverthelefs, the queen 
continued the fiege, and the place was obliged to 
capitulate. The earl of Warwick wajs confirmed 
in the government of Calais and Guifnes, by virtue 
of a new commiflion ; anci the duke of York and 
his adherents were declared good and faithful fub- 
jefts. At this period died Charles VII. king of 
France, who is faid to have ftarved.himfelf to death 
from apprehenfion of being poifoned by the dauphin, ^^^ 
who fucceeded him under the name of Lewis XL Meze/aL 

The parliament meeting at Weftminfter on the The duke of 
feventh day of Oftober, according to the writs YorkcUinw 
which had been iffued before the battle of Nor-, parliament. 
thampton, the king affifted ip perfon ; and, the firft 
bufinefs on which they proceeded was a repeal of 
the tranfaftions in the laft parliament held at Coven- 
try, on pretence of its having been unduly fum- 
moned, and conftituted of unqualified perfons, who 
aimed at the deftrudion of the realm. The duke 
of York having been apprifed of his fon's fuccefs, 
returned immediately from Ireland ; and, arriving 
at London on the third day of the feffion, went 
direftly to the houfe of lords, who were then fitting., 
He ftood for fomc time under the , canopy, with 
his hand upon the throne, waiting until he Ihould 
be defired to afcend : but, the whole aflembly main- 
tained a profound filence i and, the archbilhop of 
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A. c. *46o. Canterbury advancing to him, afked, if he hatif 
waited upon the king fince his arrival ? He could 
not help blufhing ac this queftion ; and, after fomc 
paufe, replied, that he did not know any perforv 
to whom he owed that refpeft. ' So faying, he je* 
tired to his own h<jufe ; and next day fent a writing; 
to the parlianicnt, containing the reafons upon which 
his pretenfions to the crown were founded. Hef 
pretended to naount the throne as heir to the houfe 
of March •,. defired, that- he might be heard by his* 
counfel J and, that the parliament would do him* 
juftice. It was. nor without fome difficulty that the 
lords allowed his claim to be read in the houfe 5 
but,, they refolved to proceed no farther, without 
communicating the affair to his majefty. Whert 
Henry was informed of their refolution, he defired, 
that the claim might be Confidered by his judges,- 
fcrjeants, and attorney. Thefe being fummoned^ 
dechned giving their opinions in a matter fo far 
above their cognizance. Then the lords, after an- 
ocier debate, ordered the ferjeants and attorney to 
come and defend the king's- title : it was lifccwife 
refolved, that there fhould be an inrire freedom of 
debate •, and that no lord fhould be called in quef- 
tion for what he Ifeould fay in fupport of his owrt 
opinion. 
w"ed7or ^^ hzva already mentioned the pedigfee oi 
and againft Richitpd duke of York, as defcended from LioneJ 
Y^lttitfe. d^^ ^^ Clacence, elder brother of John of Gaunt^ 
the founder of the houfe of Lancafter; and, we 
fhall now take notice of the objeftions^ that were 
marie to. Richard^s claim. Henry's friends obfcrved, 
that when his- grandfather Henry IV. took poffef- 
lion of the throne, no perfon pretended to aifpute 
Iris title. The Yorkifts replied, that as Edmund 
earl of March, who was then alive, could not af- 
fert his' title without running the rifque of his life, 
his fiknce could not be interpreted into acquiefcence 
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In the right of the ufurper. When Henry*s fa- ^- ^- *•***• 
vourers allcdged, that his grandfather had received 
the crown by the autliority of parliament, the fa- 
vourers of the duke of York anfwered, that he did 
not pretend to claim it without the fanfbion of the 
faid authorityj as plainly appeared from his memo- 
rial prefentcd to both houfes; but^ as the parlia- 
ment had formerly ftrong reafons to fet afide the 
true heir in favour of the houfe of Lancafter, fo 
now they had powerful motives for doing juftice to 
the duke of York. The refignatioti of Richard IL 
was advanced in behalf of the houfe of Lkricafter i 
and, the other fide denied that Richard's refignation 
regarded that houfe in particular, or evert the perfoil 
of Henry IV. but, even allowing this to h'ave beert • 
the cafe, a king who was aftually in confinement^ 
and on the pplnt of being depOfed^ had no power 
to eftabliih a fucceflbr. It was objeftcd td the duke 
of York, that his father, the earl of Cambridge^ 
had been executed for high-trcafori, andhirpofterity 
declared incapable of all inheritance * bur» this ob • 
jeftion was obviated by thofe who obferved, that 
the duke of York had been reftored to the honours^ 
and all the rights of fucceflion by the krrtg him* 
felf ; and acknowledged as duke of York and earl 
of March by Henry, as well as the whofe king- 
dom* ' Then the friendsof the king obferved, that 
the crown had been above fixty years in pcflTcflion 
of the houfe of Lancallcr. To this obfervation 
the others replied, that natural rights were indefea- 
Ttble, and that no pofitive law could bring them 
into prefcription. The laft argument advanced in 
favour of Henry imported, that having already 
reigned thirty years, and led an innocent and inof- 
fenfive life, it would be cruel to deprive him of the 
crown. To invalidate this argument, the Yorkifts 
obferved, that as Henry was incapable of governing 
by himfelf> fuch indulgence would only operate in 
• Numb. XLIL E * favour 
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Ai 0.1460/ favour of the queen and* her minifters, who abufed 
his name and authority : that, out of tendernefs to 
V him, they ought not to prejudice the whole king- 

dom, nor commit a flagrant piece of injuftice from 
a motive of charity. 

Such were the principal reafons advanced on both 
twecn Hen- fidcs of this very remarkable difpute, which was 
ry and the maintained with great fpirit and capacity for Ibme 
days fucceffively, until they agreed to a fort of mo- 
dification, which they hoped would prevent all thofe 
mifchievous confequences that might have attended 
a total revolution. They unanimoully refolved, 
that Henry fhould enjoy the crown for his natural 
life ', and the duke of York be declared his fuc- 
ceflbr. This refolution was lignificd to the king by 
the chancellor, and afterwards reduced to an ad of 
parliament to the following effect : That, although 
the duke of York had an inconteftlble right to the 
throne, he confented to Henry's enjoying it for life, 
and even to take the oath to him as to his lawful 
fovereign •, but, in cafe Henry fliould in any fhape 
violate this agreement, the crown fhould from that 
moment devolve to the duke of York, or his law- 
ful heirs. After this ad was paiTed, the king, with 
the crown upon his head, went in proceffion to St, 
Paul's, accompanied by the duke of York, in token . 
of reconciliation ; and, indeed, he feemed to be 
quite eafy under this revolution of his affairs. 
Without fceming affeded by the misfortunes of his 
family, he lived in tranquillity, employing himfelf 
wholly in the excrcifes of devotion •, and leaving 
the adminflration to thofe who managed under the 
fanclion of his name and authority. The duke of 
York finding himfelf abfolutely mafler of Henry's 
.perfon, obliged him to fign an o^-der for the queen 
to repair to London ; well knowing, that fhe would ^ 
a:iot obey the injunftion: but, his delign was to' 
.render her criminal in the eyes of the world, from 
' her 
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her refufal to comply with the command of het A-C. i^^** 
lord and hufband j Which would in fdmd meafure 
authorife the meafures he intended. to take againft 
that prineefs. He thbught her abfolucely without 
refourcci and perfuaded himfelf, that nothing was 
wanting but a pretext for raifing invincible obfta- 
cles to her return, that he might be" altogether de- 
livered from fu.ch an aftive enemy. But, he w^s 
miAaken in ^lis conjedure. 

Margaret^ far from being dilpirited by the mif- Tfee^ofceii 
fortunes of her hufband, had already returned to ^J UakJIl 
England with her fon the prince of Wales ; and raifed ^« *>*«ie *f 
an army of eighteen thoufand men in the northern ^' * 
counties. In order to engage the people of that 
country in her intereft, fhe found means to diffufe a 
report among them, that they Ihould beallowed to - 
pillage all England to the fouthward of the Trent j 
and, in all probability, herfuccefs in levying forces 
Was owing to this expedient* The duke of York 
being informed of herdefighs, rcfolved to arreft her 
jh the middle of her career ; and for that purpofe fee 
om from London with four or five thoufand men, 
leaving an order with his fon the earl of March, 
to condu(5l the reft of the army into quarters of re- 
fjrefhment in Wales j and afterwards join him In the 
iiortbern counties. As the duke advanced towards 
t^C North, he was not a little alarmed by the news 
6f the queen's fiiccef? in levying forces, with whichj 
he had not been acquainted before he left London ; 
ind, when he arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Wakefield in Yorkfhire, he received intelligence, 
that fhe was in full march ag^inft him, at the head 
of eighteen thoufand men. He forthwith threw 
himfeif into his own caftle of Sandal, by the ad^ 
vice of the earl of Salifbury, who obfervcd, that 
as the queen had no artillery, he could not be forced 
in that place, until he fhould be joined by his fon 
Edward. Margaret negleded no artifice which fhe 
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A. c. 1460. thought could induce him to quit this retreat before 
his fon's arrival. She aflfefted to continue her route 
towards the South -, then ftie placed the greater part 
of her forces behind an eminence ; and with the 
reft approaching the cattle of Sandal, provoked him 
to battle by the moft infulting meflages. Whether 
the duke was ftimulated by her reproaches, or found 
himfelf obliged to make a defperate effort, for want 
of provifion ; or laftly, was deceived in the number 
"of the enemy ; certain It is, he drew out his men, 
and refolved to hazard a battle. The aftion was 
begun by York, who charged the queen's troops 
with great impetuofity : but, her numbers over- 
balanced his courage ; and, thofe troops who had 
been potted in ambufh behind the hill, falling fud* 
denly upon his rear, the Yorkifts were immediately- 
routed : the duke himfelf was fl^n fighting valiantly 
on foot ; Sir Thomas Harrington, Sir David Hall, 
' Sir Hugh Haftings, Sir Thomas Nevil, third fon 
of the earl of Salift)ury, Sir John and Sir Hugh 
Mortimer, with many other gentlemen, and about 
two thoufand eight hundred foldiers, met with the 
fame fate. The duke*s fon Edmund Plantagenet, 
earl of Rutland, was alfter the battle inhumanly 
killed in cold blood, upon Wakefield bridge, by 
the lord Clifford: the earl of Salifbury being 
wounded and talcen prifoner, was fent to Pomfrer, 
where he fuffered decapitation, and his head was 
fixed on the walls of York, as well as the duke*s, 
upon which Clifford fet a crown of paper, in deri- 
fion of his title. Thus fell Richard, duke of York, 
a prince poffeffed of many great and amiable quali- 
ties, and blameworthy alone, for having involved 
his country in the miferies of civil war, with a view 
to affert a difputed claim, fuch as had often been 
difregarded in the fucceffion of the Englifli kings, 
both before and after the conqueft j a claim, which, 
in all probability, would have lain dormant, had 

not 
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not the iinbecility of Henry, and the arbitrary ^c. 1460. 
meafuces and unpopular deportment of his queen, 
awaked and invited ic from the (hade of obli- 
vion. 

The battle of Wakefield, which was fought on ^'^- ''»^'* 
the thirtieth day ot December, inftead of re efta* jo^with"' 
blifhing the affairs of Margaret, and the prince of detachment 
Wales, ferved pnly to haften their ruin. The earl **^ ^*^! 
of March, far froni being difpiriced by the defeat my, defeated 
and de^th of his. father, was inflamed with the mofl: ^^^j^^^/^"°« 
eager defire of revenge •, and refolved to hazard his March, at . 
life ajid fortune in fupport of his prejtenfip|is. He ^oftln h'- 
Aow found hixpfelf in Wales, at the head of three «fordfliirc. 
^nd twenty thoufand men, befidesi thofe who had 
ijten left under the command of Warwiak for the 
defence of the capital ; and, with thefe he deter- 
mined to go in queft of Marg^iret, on whom he 
longed to revewge the misfprtunes of his family. 
That princefs h^d begun her march for London ; 
and hearing of young Edward's defign, detached 
.Galper Tudor, carl of Penibroke, and James But- 
Jer e^l of Orntiond, with a body of Englifli and 
Jrilh troops, to oppofe his progrefs. March, being 
ioforixied of the queen's motions, had alcered his 
firft refolution of giving her battle, and changed 
his i:oute, in hope of reaching London before her 
arrival : but, when he underftood that Tudor had 
hecm detached agai^ft him, rather than run the 
jrifque of being hemn^ed ii;i between two hoiJile ar^ . 
inics, he marched direftly into Herefordflbire, in 
order to give him battle. The two armies met near 
Mortimer's crofs, on Candlemas eve ; and Edward 
being greatly fuperior in ^number to the Lancaf- 
trians, thefe laft were foon defeated, with the lofs 
of three thoufand and eight hundred men killed on 
the field of action. The earls of Pembroke and 
Ormond efcaped ^ but, Owen Tudor, hufband of 
Cathedrae . of France, and ftep -father to king Henry, 
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A. c. tf6i. ^^ taken, and with nine other officers bchc»ded at • 
t:^'' Hereford. 

Warwick is Mean while the queen, with her fon, attended by 
Su^^,on ^^* 4ukesof Somerfct and Exeter, the earls of Nor- 
Baroard^s'. thumbeHand , Deronihire, and 3hrewfbury , the lords 
^ut\6^\ Fitzhugh, Grey of Codemore, Roos, Greyftocfc, 
' Willes, and Willoughby, continued her march tov 
wards London, in full hope, that whenever her 
viftorious a^rmy fhould appear^ th6 citizens wotdd^ 
' expel the earl of Warwick, and receive her in tri- 
umph. Warwick himfelf fcemcd to dread feme 
fucK event j for, rather than keep himfelf fecure 
within the walls of London, he marched out witH 
an ha^idful to hazard an engagement : a ftep which 
'^%t, certainly would not have taken, had he been^ fe- 
eyre in the afi'edion of the citizens, Margaret had 
advanced as far as St. Alban's, when fee receiveci 
intelligence, that Warwick was on his march txh- 
, wards that place, with the king in his army, whidi 
, was reinforced > by a body of Londoners. Theie 
hid joined him, in order to prevent the mifchiefe 
they apprehended from the queen's troops^ who 
were northern freebooters, accuftomed to rapine^ 
and had ravaged the whole country in their pafl^g^. 
On Shrove- Tucfday the oppofite armies came i^ 
(ight of each other, and engaged on Barnard*s-Heai|i^ 
near St. Alban*s j where for fomc time the fortune 
of Warwick fcemcd to prevail, until the lord LoviJ- 
Jace, who commanded one of his wings, whtieted 
off, leaving the main body expofed : and then vie* 
tory dec^lared for Margaret, The earl on this oc- 
cafion loft two thoufand men, who were killed either 
in the aftion or in the purfuit j though he rallied 
his broken troops, and made an excellent retreat. 
The lord Bonvil, and Sir Thomas Kyreil, to whofe 
care he had committed the perfon of Henry, were 
perfuacied to ftay with that prince, on his aflurance, 
ib^t they ihculd receive no injury j- but, he h^ui 
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int iflCereft enough to favc their Kves : Margaret a- ^- "♦*»• 
ordered them to be beheaded at St. Alban*s on 
Aih-Wednefday. The chief advantage which Mar- 
garet reaped from the viAory, was the releafe of her 
hi^and, whofe name ferved to authorife her tranf* 
aftions : but, ihe &ems to have been very much 
wanting to her own intiereft, in neglecting to march 
dire^y to the a^ital, while the news of her vie- 
' tory operated fo ftrongly on the minds of the inha- 
bitants, that they would have opened their gates at 
her approach. The citizens, indeed, were afraid 
of being plundered by her forces, who had already , 
pillaged the town of St. Alban's^: but, they were 
ftMl nkire afraid of incurring thfe refenmienc of a 
vidorioiis army, which they did not think theni- ' 
ieWes in a condition to oppc^e. The ravages of her 
troops having occafioned a fcarcity of provifion in 
her caoip, fhe demanded a fupply from the mayor 
<tf London, who did not think proper to refufe her 
ih' fuch a conjuncture. He ordered feveral waggons 
'^«be loaded vnth all forts of lenten provi&n ; but, 
<hcy wefc flopped at Newgate by the populace, who 
mtti incenfed at the licentious behaviour of her 
ttidoj^t ditkd declared, that no neceflaries fhould be 
€urnflhed by the city* for the ufe of an army that 
}&ti not come to defend^ but to pillage their efie£b. 
.The que£n fent a body of forces, commanded by 
Sh* Baldwin Ftilford, and Sir Alexander Hody, to 
Trndte an effort towards gaining admittance to the 
1^, and they attempted to force Cripplegate-, but 
wcm. ret>ulfed. Margaret denounced vengeance 
againft the Londoners for this infult; thcNugh fee 
never had an opportunity to execute the fcheme oE 
her refmtment ; for receiving intdligence that the 
earls of March and Warwick had joined thefffbtccs . 
^t Ghiping-Norton in Oxfordlhire, and begun their 
progfcfs for London, fhe retired to the Norths 
nrhere ihe hc^d to increafe her army to fqch u for- 
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A. c. i45i. tnidable number, as would infone fucccft ag^ft all 

Grafton. oppofitiOH. 

Edward earl xiic cafl of March arriving at Londoiv hi the- 
prtciaSied beginning of March, entered the cicy in triumph, 
king of amidft the acclamations of the people, by whom 
• *^* he was adored, for his affability and perfonri ac- 
complilhments, in which he excelled all die princes 
of his age. His friends, trufting to this popularity, 
refolved to fave him the trouble and uncertainty of 
a parliamentary decifion, and raife him £«: once to 
the throne by the confedt of the peopk, and the 
grandees. With this view, the «arl of Warwick 
drew up his array in order of battle, in the fidlds 
near Cicrkenwell, on pretence of legtercifing che 
foldiers ; an immenfe multitude of people being af- 
fembled to indulge their cuniofity, die earl rode 
into the midft of this concourfe, and read' aloud the 
convention made between Henry and- the duke of 
York, and confirmed by aA of parlia-ment. Then 
he gave them to underftand, that as the king had 
. notoriouBy violated this agreement, he had -indfif- 
putably forfeited his right to the crown, wjifech 
now belonged to Edward Plai;itagenet, the fble 'and 
true heir of the houfe bf Mortimer. He thus pf 6- 
pared the people for iiis purpofe, by annfler^tion 
which was abfolutely falfe \ inafmuch as Hca«ty had 
httxi his own prifoner from the time of -the agree- 
ment till the battle of Barnet, after which he was 
compelled to a6k according to the views of Mar^ 
^aret. Then he raifcd his voice, and alked, if they 
would have Henry of Lancafter for their king ? The 
whole multitude anfwered, No^ No : but when he 
4ethanded, if they would acknowledge £dward for 
their fovereign ? they replied in the affirmative with 
Joud acclamations. . The content of the people be- 
ing thus obtained, the Yorkifts convolved a great 
council of all the lords fpiritual and temporal, ma- 
^iflratcs, and gentlemen, who happened to' be in 
a. ' London \ 
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London ; and Edward having cxplaine^i his right ^' ^' *^'* 
to the crown, both by birth, and the agreement ^ 
betweea Henry and his £ither, defired it coight be 
adjudged to him by the determination of this af- 
fembly. He muft have had nxore courage than dif- 
cretion, who would have attempted to impugn Jiis 
pretenflons at fuch a junfturfe ; therefore, the'council 
unanimoufly declared, that Henry of Lancafter had 
forfeited aH right to the crown, in violating the 
fbUmn agreement made with the late duke of York, 
which was • confirmed by ^parliament ; and that it 
now devolved to the duke's eldeft fon, Edward 
Plantagenet earl of March. After this declaration^ 
the crown was offered to the earl, who received it ^ 

with a modeft acknowledgrment of his own infuf- 
ficiency 5 adding, that thpiagh his youth and inex^ 
perience rendered him fearful of k)ading himfelf 
with fuch a heavy burthen, he would do his.utmqft 
endeavours, with God*s affiftance, tomak6 his peo- 
ple rich and ;happy. Next day he repaired to St* 
Paul's church, where he fat in the royal chair, jvith 
the fceptpe of St. Edward in his hand. The arch- 
biihop of Canterbury demanding aloud, if thepeor 
pie would own Edward, earl of March, as their 
king, they replied as before, with acclamations of 
joy i and then .the king received the homa^ of the 
nobility. This ceremony being concluded with a 
folcmn Te Deum, Edward was conducted to -the 
bi(hop*s palace, in which the kings ufed to refidc ; 
and-on the fifth day of March, he was proclaimed 
by the nanie of Edward IV, in the city of Londonj^ 
and the neighbourhood, ; -'7 
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AX. .46'. rrX HE firft afl: of fbvereignty that diftinguilbed 
5t!^t ^ f the reign of Edward, is faid to have been .the 

gins his -m. , o ' • • ' j 

msnehibr execution of One Walker, a citizen and grocer^ 
tfcft»Utttii. ^i^Q jocofely faid to his neighbours that he would 
make his fon heir to the crown, meaning the fign 
of the cirown that hung over his door: this innor 
cent jeft was conftrued into high trea£bn^ and the 
unhappy man fuffered death ; though, in all proba-* 
bility, his chief crime was his adherence to the 
houfe of Lancafter, which Edward refoivedito 
punifli with theucmoft rigour. He had notienjoycd 
his new dignity above eight days, when he fa^i&d 
himfelf obliged to begin his march agaioft. Mar- 
garet, who had fucceeded fo well in recruiting her 
army among her northern friends, that by this ti«i« 
j(he found her felf at the head of fixty ihqwfand meni,; 
ready to facrifice their lives for her fervicew. Edward 
did not fo much depend upon his ekdtion, ; vi&hiQh 
Jiad been extremely irregular and defedkive, as Ufon 
the ftrength qf his fadion, and the fuccefe of has 
arms. Replete with all the fire of youth, couraget^ 
and ambition, he confided in his valour aadifor- 
tune, againftall odds of oppofition i and, putting 
himfelf at the head of bis forces, fet oxfi forvtte 
North, in hope of ftriking a dccifive ftroke againfi: 
the queen and her adherents. . - 

Det«ci»tith«' On his arrival at Pontefraft, be detached the 
ll^tTto' ^^^^ Fitzwalter to feize the pafs of Ferrybridge, on 
ifeijethcpafs the river Aire; and this fervice he performed with- 
^^^' put oppofition. Henry and his queen hearing of 
whoe'heig Edward's approach, beftowed the command of 

^^n. ^^^^^ ^^^y ^^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^f Somerfet, while they 
thcmfelves remained at York, waiting the iffue of 

an 
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an engagement, by which their fate was likely a. 0.1441. 
to be; decided for ever. Somerfet being informed 
that FitzwaUer had fdzed the pafs of Ferrybridge, 
concluded that Edward^s delign was to give him 
battle ; and that he might attack him with lefs ad- 
vantage, he rcfolved to repel the troops of Fitz- 
walter to the other fide of the river. For this pur- 
poie he lent a detachment under lord Clifford, who 
furprifed the Yorkifts, and drove them frohi the 
pa& with great flanghter, after an obftinate adtiop, 
in which Fitzwalter and the Baftard of Salisbury 
loft their lives. The carl of Warwick was extreme- 
ly alacmed at the news of* this difafter, which he 
no fooner leceived than he rode full fpeed to Ed- 
ward,- and communicated the tidings with marks of , 
uncommon emotion ; but, to convtnce his love- 
te^n that his confufion did not proceed from any 
fear of his own perfbnal danger, he killed his horfe 
oa the fpot, and kiffing the hiit of his fword, which 
was made in the form of a crofs, fwore that even 
if the whole army (hould ibrfake the king, he 
w(Hrid femain alone, and fpend the laft drop of his 
blood in <lefinice of his majefty. Edward, far from 
being <iiipirited by tlus check, which leemed to dif- 
oorder Warwick fo much, ordered proclamation to 
be made in fais army, that all perfons who were 
afiaid of ftaying fliould have free leave to retire : 
That he woold reward thoie who ikould ' do their 
duty V but that he would ihew no mercy to any 
penfon who fliould fly from the battle. Then he 
ordered lord Falconbridge to pafs the Aire at Caftle* 
ford, about a league above Ferrybridge, and retake 
the poft which the enemy had won. This order ' 
was executed with fuch diligence and fecrecy, that 
the detachment had croffcd the river before the 
Lancaftrians had the leaft intimation of then* de- 
fi^n i then attacking Clifibrd by furprize, that 

noblemaa 
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A. c. 1461. nobleman and. the brother of the carl of Wc(lmorc- 

land were flain, and their forces tntirely routed* 
Theqneen Thc pafs of Ferrybridge being thus regained, 
w™ great Edwtrd croffed the river, and, early in the morning 
flanghter at 4^ Palm-iiiuday, advanced to.wards the . Lancaf**- 
Towtoa. irj^ns, who, to tfac number of fixcy tboufand, occu- 
pied the fields between Towton and Saxton. Tho* 
tfaeXorkifts did not exceed nine and forty thoufand, 
they were chofen men, and Edward did not enter- 
,tain the leaft doubt o{ vidory ; but, before the 
battle joined, he publifhed an order, through has 
army^ that his foldiers ihould not encumber them- 
ielvies:wkh prifoners. About nine in >the mcMrntog 
it begati to fnow, and a /harp wind ^rove the fleet 
full in : the faces of the Lancaftrian$, diibrc^teriog 
their fight in fuch a maniier> that they could noc 
judge the diftance betMreenthemfelves and theencr 
my. The lord Falconbridge, who commanded the 
van of Edward's army,, taking advantage of this ac* 
(ciden^ /Orctered. his archers to advaiKe within (hoc 
of Benin's iine^ and iet ily a fhower of arrows, 
wlkich .were no fooner dtfchargpd than they retired 
> jagain to their former (bition. The Lancgftrians 
feeling the eiSibds of this Sight, believed tiste Yorkifts 
9irere within their reach,- ^nd piied their hows until 
itheir quivers were quite exhaufied, withaut having 
done jthe leaft execution. . Then Falcoi^cidge ad* 
yaneed again with bis acchers, who nowfhot their 
arrows withoutoppofition, and flew a vaft' number ' 
of the cnemy» even with the ihafts which they 
picked froni the field, after their own c^ui^^fs were 
f mptied« The earl of Northumberland and Sir An- 
drew Trollop, who commanded the van of Henry's 
army, feeing the difadvantage under which they 
laboured, in this way of fighting, advanced to 
CJoie.comhat, and each fide fought with equal cou* 
H^e, obftinacy, and .rancour. The batde raged 
Vith gisatfury from morning till nighty and £d« 

ward 
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ward exhibited Ibch proofs of (urprifing courage, ^-^'4^* 
aftivity, and conduft, that the fate of the day de- 
pended in a great meafure on his perfonal beha- 
viour, and that of the earl of Warwick. Towards 
the evening, the Lancaftrians being difcouraged by 
the deathof the earls of Northumberland and Weft- 
moreland, the lords Dacres and Willes, Sir Andrew 
Trollop, and many other officers of diftiridion, be- 
gan tQ give ground, though not in great diforder, 
intending to retreat to the bridge of Tadcafter, 
They accordingly preferved their ranks, and wheel- 
ed about occafionally as they retired, until Edward 
and Warwick animating their men to render the ' 
action dccifive, they redoubled their efforts, and 
cfiarged with (lich impetuofity, that the Lancaf- 
trians were broken and intirely routed; Great 
numbers were flain in the field of battle and in the 
purliiir; but the chief carnage happened at the 
fmall river Coc, which difembogues itfelf into the 
Warf. Thither the fugitives fled in hope of ford- 
ing the ftream ; but it was fo fwelled with the' 
rains as to be rendered impaffable, until a kind of 
bridge or mound was formed by the dead bodies of 
the Lancaftrians, who were flaughtered on the banks^ 
or drowned in the river, which ran purple with their 
blood. Nor will this circumftance appear incredi- 
ble, when we conftder, that above fix and thirty 
thoufand men were kilted in this battle. The dukes s^^we* 
of Somerfet and Exeter efcaped with great difficulty; Biondi. 
but the earl of Devonfliire was taken. Immedia- ^p^-^- 
tely after this 'great vidlory^ Edward advanced to 
York,* in hope of feizingthe perfons of Henry and 
Margaret ; but this princefs had retired with her 
husband to Berwick. There being joined by the 
dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, (he concluded a 
treaty with the Scottifti miniftry, and repaired to 
that kingdom, where ftie and her husband met 
with a very hofpitablc reception. This, however^ 

(he • 
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Af a 1461. flj^ purcbafed at a dear rate, in ceding the towrt 
and caftle of Berwick to the Seottifh monarch,'who 
was at that time a minor, under t^e tuition of 
George Douglas earl of Angus, with whom Henry 
engaged in a particular convention. Edward, on 
his arrival at York, ordered the heads of his father 
and the earl of Salisbury to be taken down from the 
walls, and thofe of the earl of Deyonfhire and fome 
others, who were beheaded as traitors, to be fet up 
in their room. 
Edward nc f^e battle of Towton 111 tirely decided the fate 
Siia*il^e *° of thehoufe of Lancafter. The North, which ufed to 

j^lJo'flhe '^^PP'y ^^ ^*^^ forces, was now exhaufted, and the bra- 
jwe$» veft warriors of thofe parts had perilhed in fuch a feries 

of engagements. The queen had no refource left 
but the friendihip of Scotland, from which (he 
could expedi: but little afljftance during the mino- 
rity of James III. Edward was matter of all Eng- 
land and Wales, except Harlcgh arid Merioneth- 
Ihire, and fome catties in Northumberland, which 
he did not think it neceflary to reduce. Perhaps' 
he was afraid of their being delivered to the Scots, 
ihould they be hard preffed by his forces ; or ima- 
gined they would fubmit of their own accord, upon 
his tide's being univerfally acknowle<%ed in all 
other parts of the kingdom, and confirmed by the 
ceremony of his coronation, which he would no 
longer defer. He had proceeded as far as New- 
caftle, where having made fome neceflary regula- 
tions for preferving the peace of the country, and 
left a body of troops fufHcient to repel the incur- 
fions that might be made from thofe catties that did 
not yet acknowledge his fovereignty, he returned 
to his palace of Shene, in the neighbourhood of 
/ London.^ The twentieth day of June was .fixed 
for his coronation ; and, in the mean time," by the 
advice of theeari of Douglas, who had been long 
a refugee in England, he rcfolved to find. fuch em- 

• .ployment 
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prloyipent for the Scot$ as would prevent them from ^ <^ »4««* 

giving , any confiderable affiftance to Henry and 
Margaret, For this purpofe he entered into a ne- 
gotiation with the earl of Rofs, lord of the Iflcs^ 
who had revolted from. James, and promifed to 
wafte the northern parts of Scotland with fire and. 
fword : but, as the articles of this treaty, which 
was managed by the earl of Douglas, could not 
be executed immediately, Edward propofed a truce 
to the regency of Scotland, and commiflioners were 
^pointed to treat on this fubjeft j but the confe- 
rences were rendered ineffedlual by the intrigues of 
Margaret, who refided at Edinburgh, and by this 
time had ingradated herfelf with Mary of Gueldrcs, 
the Scpttifh king's mother. 

^, Mean while the new king of England was crown- H«,cnm„^ 
,cd at Weftminfter, and iffucd out writs for calling a '**. *^ ^*'*- 
parliiiment to meet on the fixth day of July, from p"r^4inis 
*i^hich it was prorogued to the fourth day of Novtm- '\^^^'^' 
ber. Immediately after the fcflion was opened, the ™"*^' 
commons attended Edward with an addrete, congra- 
lulating him on his acceffion to the throne, and re- 
quefting him to punifh all perfons guilty of fuch 
extortionsjt riots, rapes, murders, and other ipi- 
ijuities, as had been committed with impunity, 
during the preceding reign. Then an ad was paA 
fed, confirming the title of Edward. AH thoTc 
which had been made againft the houfe of York 
were repealed. Henry VI. after a reign of eight 
a^d thirty yeaxs, was declared an ufurpcr, and all 
Kis tranfaftions were annulled as illegal ; and laltly, 
he himfelf, his queen, and all their adherents, were r n,«. ^ 
attainted ^s traitors. During this feflion, Edward Rot Pari, 
created his brother George duke of Clarence ; his 
younger brother Richard was made duke of Glou- 
cefter; the lord Falconbridge promoted to the 
earldom of Kent ; Henry Bourchier the king's uncle, 
was honoured with the earldom of Eflex ; and John J 

I^evil, brother to the earl of Warwick, was created I 

baron ' 
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A.Cr46f. baron of Montague, Thefe promotions were fol- 
lowed by feverities which fervc to evinCe that cruelty 
whirh was inherent in all; even the moft accom- 
plifhed princes of the Norman line. Befides Henry 
himfelf, his wife Margaret, and their fon Edwarjl, 
who were attainted, the fame aft included the dukes 
of Somerfet and Exeter, the earls of Northumber- 
land, Wilts, and Petebfoke, the vifcount Beaumont, 
the lords Roos, Nevil, 'WilJes, Clifford, Grey of 
Rugemont, Dacres, and Hungerford, Sir Richard 
Tonftall, and ^ great numbehbf gentlemen, whofe 
eftates were con meat ed. John 6art of Oxford, a 
Venerable old nobleman of unbleniilhdd charafter, 
^as arretted on pretence of haying engaged in a 
correfpondence .with Margaret ; and, without hav- 
ing enjoyed the benefit of- a trial, beheaded on 
Tower hilU together with his eld'eft foh Aubrey de 
•Vere,' Sir Thomas Todenham, Sir Walter Tirrel, 
' and Sir John Montgomery ; ^nd Sir Baldwin Ful- 
•ford fuffered afterwards* ih Eriftbl. 'The lands and 
-effefts of thofe viftims he diftributed among his 
adherents, and conciliated the afFeclioh of the clergy - 
by corifirming their privileges, exempting them 
from beirig pfofecuted ih 'civil courts, for felonies 
and other offences ; eftablifliihg th^ jurifdiftion of 
ccclefiaftical courts with regard to tythes, and allow- 
Rymcn ^Pg thtm to* ifluc fptritfiai cenliires againft fuch as 

fliould invade their prerogatives, 
foiv^tion Edward having regulated his domeftic affairs, 
with John, converted his attention to foreign occurriences. Eng- 
fcrd of the j^j^^ ^^^ aftually at war with France, Scotland, 

Brittany, and the Low Countries ; and if all thefe 
powers had joined againft Edward at this junfture, 
his royalty would have been of Ihort duration. 
Luckily for him, he had nothing to fear from 
Lewis XI. of. France, whofe mind was wholly en- 
grofled by a projeft for rendering himfelf abfolute 
in his own dominions^ and deftroying the power 

of 
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of the nobles, of whom the dukes of Burgundy and ^•^' '♦^'• 
Bretagne were the principal, He therefore had no 
inclination to renew the war with England. The 
duke of Brittany was in no condition to cope with 
fuch a powerful kingdom. The duke of Burgundy, 
though a friend to the houfe of Lancafter, was fo 
well acquainted with the difpofition of Lewis, that 
he divined his fcheme : and defired to live in peace with 
England, that he might be the more able to anticipate 
the French king's defigns. In thefe fcntiments, he fent 
ambaffadors to congratulate Edward on his acceflion 
to the throne; and to complain of fome infractions of 
the tnice fubfifting between England and the Low 
Countries. They met with a very favourable re- 
ception; and commiflioners were appointed to exa-. 
mine the particulars of the complaint, that all dif- 
ferences might be amicably compromifed. Scot- 
land then was the only place from whence he could 
apprehend the leaft moleftation. Margaret had 
concluded a contra^): of marriage between her fon 
Edward, and the fifter of James, though both par- 
ties were infants ; and leaving her husband at 
Edinburgh, made a voyage to France to crave the 
affiftance of Lewis : but that prince was not of a 
charafter to engage in any enterpri2e from which 
he faw no profpeft of advantage. He courteoufly 
received Margaret, who was his near relation, and 
even amufed her with promife of fuccour ; but all 
ihe could obtain was a prefent of twenty thoufand 
Jivres,and a declaration that all the adherents of 
the houfe of Lancafter fhould meet with a friendly 
reception in his dominions. Edward, in order to 
baffle her intrigues in Scotland, ftill employed 
Douglas in a negotiation with John lord of the Iflcs, 
rho had lately fucceeded his father. ' The bifhop of 
)urham, the earl of Worccfter, and fome others^ 
irere empowered to finifh the treaty, which was 
concluded on the following conditions : That John 
earl of Rofs, lord of the Ifles, gonald Ballach his 
J^?i42* ? brothwr. 
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^,c. 1461. brother, and John the fon of Donald, fhould do ho* 
mage to king Edward : That they fliould never 
acknowledge any other king of England but Ed- 
ward, or his fuccefTors, defcended from Lionel duke 
of Clartoce : That they (hould be ready to ferve 
him in all his wars againft the Scots in Britain and 
Ireland : That, in time of peace, the carl of Rofs 
Ihould enjoy a yearly penfion of one hundred 
pounds fterling, forty be allowed to Donald, and 
ten to John the fon of Donald ; and that thefe pen-* 
fions Ihould be doubled in time of war or adual fer- 
vice : That in cafe Scotland Ihould be conquered by 
the arms of Edward, he fhould inveft them with 
the property of all the ifles fituatcd to the north- 
ward of the Scottifli fea : That James earl of 
Douglas (hould in like manner receive the invefti- 
tureof all the lands he had formerly poflefTed in Scot- 
land, from the north fea to the borders of England.^ 
and that Edward (hould make neither peace nor 
truce with Scotland, without comprehending them 
Rymcr. in the treaty. 

Margaret Edward had intimated his elevation to pope 
attempts to Pius II . wbo now thinking him fufficiently cfta- 
mouth. but bli(hed on the throne, addreffed him in a brief, 
isrcpuifcd. congratulating him upon his accefllon ; but couch- 
ed in fuch a manner as referved to himfelf the li- 
berty of unfaying his compliment, in cafe the king 
Ihould experience a viciflitude of fortune ; for his 
approbation was conditional, and founded upon 
the proofs which Edward himfelf advanced in be- 
half of his pretenfions. The lord Falconbridge, 
lately created earl of Kent, was now promoted to 
the poll of high admiral of England i and the 
kingdom enjoying profound tranquility, after the 
llorm by which it had been agitated, the duke of 
Somerfet, and Ralph Piercy, brother to the carl 
of Northumberland, implorai the mercy of the 
king, by whom they were generoufly pardoned. , 

This 
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Thh calm was not of long duration. Margaret ^- ^- '^^u 
having obtained a fmall reinforcement in France, a^. Pub, , 
(Commanded by Peter De Breze fenefchal of Nor- 
mandy, fet fail for England, in full confidence of* 
being joihed by the inhabitants of the northern pro- 
vinces. But, when fhe landed at Tinmouth, (he 
found hefcfelf in danger of beirig furrounded by ^ 
body of Edward's troops, which obliged her to 
retire on board of her fhips with the utmoft preci- 
pitation. A ftorm inimediately beginning to blow, 
her fliip was fcparated from the reft of the fleet, 
and with great difficulty niade the harbour of Ber- 
wick, while the other veflels were driven towards 
BambUrg, where the French attempted to land ; 
bu^t their defcent being oppofed by the Baftard Ogle, 
at the head of fome forces, they retired to the fmall 
illand of Lindi^farne. There they were attacked 
by Ogle, who flew part of their number, ari^ took 
the reft prifoners ; and their commander De Breze 
made his efc^pe in a filhing-boat to Berwick. ^iondi. 

Edward being informed of thefe tranfaftions, ind a. c. 1463. 
fuppofing that Margaret was aflured of fuccours in Henry and 
Scotland, with which (he would not fail to invade ^^^^^ ^ 
the northern counties, detached baron Montague, at*H«ham 
with the forces that were at hand, to retard her ^J^^^^^^l^ 
progrcfs, until he himfelf (hould follow with a nu- guc. 
merous fleet and army to overturn all her projefts. 
Margaret had aftually entered Northumberland 
with a body of freebooters, who enlifted on pro- 
mife of being allowed to plunder ; and her army 
cncreafed to fuch a degree, that the duke of So- 
merfet and Sir Ralph PierCy began to imagine Ih? ' 
would fucceed in her enterprize ; and ndtwithftand- 
ing the late oath they had taken to Edward, joined 
her with all their adherents. Montague, having ad- 
vanced as far as Durham, halted fome days in that 
place until he received a reinforcement ; then con- 
tinuing his march, encountered a detachment of the- 
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A. c. 1463. gjj^gj^y»3 army, commanded by the lords Hunger^' 
ford and Rods, pn Hedgeley-Moor, where they 
were routed j and Sir Ralph riercy loft his life on 
this occafion. Montague, encouraged by this fuc- 
cefs, refolved to have the whole honour of defeat- 
ing Margai;pt before the king fliould come up, and 
marching direftly to I^exham, where her army 
was intrenched, he attacked them in their lines be- 
fore they had intimation of his approach, and ob- 
tained a complete vidlory. The duke of Somcrfet 
was taken prifoner, together with the lords Robs and 
Hungerford •, but Henry, his queen, and fon, ef- 
caped into Scotland, though they were fo hotly 
, purfued, rfiat fome of Henry's attendants were 
taken almoft by his fide ; and among thefe the per- 
fon who carried his cap of ftate, which was delivered 
to Edward. The prifoners were not fuffered to 
languifh in confinement; Somerfet, Roos, Hun- 
gerford, W. Tailboys earl of Kyme, and Sir John 
Finderne, were immediately beheaded, the firft at 
Hexham, and the reft at Newcaftle ; Sir Humphrey 
Nevil and twelve other gentlemen were executed at 
York •, their eftates were diftributed among the ad- 
herents of the viftor, and the lord Montague was 
created earl of Northumberland ; though Denry. 
Piercy, fubmitting to Edward in the fequel, was 
reftored to his honours with the confent of Nevil^ 
who contented himfelf with the title of marquis of 
Montague. 
foiXL a After the vidory at Hexham, the king, who had 
truce with advanced as far as Durham, thought it unneceflary to 
scotitod!"'* proceed farther northward in perfon, but fent the earl 
of Warwick to reduce fpme places which Margaret 
had taken, while he himfelf returned to London, 
The earl dividing his army into three bodies, in- 
verted at the fame time the caftles of Hamburg, 
Dunftanburg, and Alnewick : the two firft of thefe, 

places were foon reduced^ and the commanders pu- 

nilhed 
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niflicd as traitors : b»t De Breze, who commanded ^-^ m^s* 
the garrifoH of Alnewick, compofed of French 
troops, defended himfelf with great gallantry, un- 
til he and his men were brought off by the earl 
of Angus at the head of a ftrong body of Scottifh 
cavalry. Edward's laft viftory cooled that friendfhip 
which the French and Setts had hitherto mani- 
fefted for the unfortunate Henry, whofe affairs they 
now looked upon as defperate. The Scots per- 
ceiving the precautions which were taken by Mon- 
tague, whom the king of England had juft declared 
warden of the marches, faw no' profpeft of eluding 
his vigilance by incurfions, and defired that Ed- 
ward would grant fafe-condufts for ambafladors to 
come and treat of a paciftcation : at the fame time 
Lewis XI. negotiated a truce with him for one year, 
by the mediation of the duke of Burgundy, who 
likewife renewed the truce of commerce between 
England and the Low Countries. Mean while the 
archbifhop of St. Andrew's repairing to London, as 
envoy from the regency of Scotland, concluded d, 
like truce between the two kingdoms, on condition 
that the refpeftive kings (hould not in any ihape 
countenance or affift the enemies of each other. ^a. PwB. 

Henry being thus abandoned by all his alHes, Henry is 
and thinking his perfon unfafe at Edinburgh fince ^J|^° ^^^^ 
the conclufion of this laft agreement, took the im- the Tower. 
prud<?nt refolution of repairing privately to England, 
where perhaps he Jioped the northern counties 
would again rife in his favour. He accordingly 
let out from Edinburgh, in difguife, attended by 
three divines, and reached Waddington-Hall in 
Lancaftiire, where, after he had lain concealed for 
feme time, he was difcovered by Sir James Har- 
rington, who treated this unfortunate prince with 
:he utmoft indignity. He was feized as he fat at 
dinner, and being placed upon a horfe, his legs 
Ytcrt tied under the jpelly of the Wft, as if he had i 
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♦.c. 14^3, been the vileft malefaftor. In this manner he was 
conduced to London, and being met upon the 
road by the earl of Warwick, that nobleipan in - 
fulted him in the moft opprobrious terms, even enr 
couraging the multitude to deride the unfortunate 
monarch. After the capture of Henry, his queen, 
and fon, afraid of trufting to any perfon's fidelity, 
fled for refuge into woods and defarts, where 
they fuffered all the extremity of diftrefs, till at 
length they were rifled by robbers, who would, in 
t af 1 probability, have deprived them of their lives as 
well as of their apparel and efiefts, had not the 
thieves quarrelled about the booty, arjd attacking 
pne another, afforded an opportunity for the royal 
prifoners to make their efcape. They had not pro- 
ceeded far when they vfcre met by another ruffian, 
who approached thpm with a drawn fword in his 
hand and fury in his afpeft. On thisi occafion, 
Margaret exhibited a remarkable proof of prefence 
of mind and refolution. Taking her fon by the 
hand, and afTuming an air of confidence and ma- 
jefty, " Here, friend,'* faid (he, '* favemy fon, the 
** fon of good king Henry.*' The robber was 
flruck with the dignity and beauty of her perfon, 
as well as with the nature qf her addrefs. He hap- 
pened to be one of thofe who had been outlawed for 
adhering to the caufe of her husbaqd. His favage 
heart was melted with compaflion, at fight of his 
queen and prince in fuch deplorable diftrefs. He 
comforted them with afTurances of fidelity and pro-r 
teftion ; and carefully condufted them to a village 
near the fea-fide, where they found an opportunity 
of embarking in a veilel for Flanders. They were 
bofpitahly received by the duke of Burgundy, from 
whofe court they repaired to that of Margaret's fa- 

Mojifti«i<*. therReneof Anjou. About the fame time Ed- 
mund duke of Somerfet, brother of him who was 
bpheaded at Hexbaip, and the. duke of Exeter, ef- 

caped 
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-caped to the Low Countries, where they concealed. ^^-^^3. 
Aeir quality, in apprehenfion of being delivered in- 
to the hands of Edward •, and were reduced to fuch 
extremity of wretchednefs, that even in the feve- 
reft time of winter, they ran about barefoot as 
errand boys to the loweft clafs of people, till at 
length they were difcovered and accommodated by pj^y. ^^ 
the duke of Burgundy with moderate penfions for comincs. 
their fubfiftence. ' 

Edward having Henry in his power, and Marga- * ' '* ^* 
ret having quitted the kingdom, there was no other ^""^"JJ^* 
perfon capable of difturbing his tranquility. He proposed for 
therefore feized this opportunity of acquiring the ^^^"**- 
aflfeftion of his fubjcfts, who had been alarnicd and 
dilgufted by his late afts of feverity. He had pub- 
lifhed a general amnefty in favour of all the Lan- 
caftrians who, within a certain fpecified time, fhould 
fubmit to his government, and take the oath of alle- 
giance. He exerted all his talents in efforts to 
render himfelf popular. He treated all his noble- 
men as if they had been his own brothers : he af- 
fected to appear the father of his people. His per- 
fonal acpompliftiments and gallantry recommended 
him to the favour of the female fex, which he cul- 
tivated with the moft afliduous addrefs. By his 
affable deportment he ingratiated himfelf with all' 
degrees of people j the meaneft fuppliant was ad- 
mitted to his prefence, and every day was diftin- 
guifhed by his afts of compaffion and generofity. 
During this feafon of peace and good humour, 'his 
chief counfellors advifed him to convert his thoughts 
to matrimony, that he might fee the fucceffion fet- . 
tied upon his own iflue. He feemed to relifti the 
idvice ; and three matches were propofed for his 
.cceptance. The firft was Margaref After of the 
Jcottifh king; bu? befides that this princefs was 
already betrothed to Edward the fon of Henry, (he 
vas too young for confummation. The fecond was 
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A,c. J4€4. Ifabel of CailUe, who afterwards married Ferdinand 
king of ArragOD ; but fhe was likcwife judged too 
young for wedlock. Bona of Savoy, fitter to t\\c 
queen of France, was the third princefs propofed as 
a confort for Edward, who determined to demand 
her in marriage ; and for this purpofe, the carl of 
Warwick was appointed ambaflador extraordinary to 
the French court, where the lady refided. We have 
already obferved, that the chief aim of Lewis was ta 
reduce the exorbitant power of his grandees, ancj 
particularly* to abafe the dukes of Burgundy and 
Bretagne. The firft of thefe was fo powerful that 
. he durft not attack him openly ; and therefore he 
refolved to begin with the duke of Brittany, on pre- 
tence of a difpute which had long fubfifted betweet^ 
^he crown of France and the fovereigns of that 
province, touching the nature of the homage whicK, 
the duke fhould pay to the French monarch. The 
kings of France had always demanded liege, an<f 
the dukes never granted more than fimplc homage j 
fo that both fides ufed to enter a proteft at every 
new inveft iture. Lewis, refolving to make ufe of this 
pretext, ordered a body of troops to rendezvous 
in Anjou, and then fent the chancellor de^ Mor- 
villiers with an order to the duke of Bretagne, pro- 
hibiting him from afluming any right of fovereignty 
within his own dominions. The duke being in no 
condition to oppofe fuch an antagonift in the field^ 
had recourfe to ftraugem, and defired he might be 
indulged with a delay of three months, that he 
might confult the eftates of his dutchy. His re- 
queft being granted, he employed this interval iq 
caballing among the peers of France, with whoni 
he joined in a powerful confederacy, which wa^ 
afterwards diftinguiflicd by the name of the League 
of the Public Good. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in France, when 
Edward fent the carl of Warwick to demand Bona 
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of Sayoy in ma/r}#ige ; and nothing could have beea ^' ^- "4«4' 
more agreeable th^n this propofal to Lewis, who Edward dc- 
carneftly vy:illied for. an alliance ' with Engird, "-ands the 
which would: prevent Edward from interfering with of s'a^y"!n 
his defigns. He accordingly aflented to the pro- marriage. 
pofitio^i ; and that he might reap all the advantage 
that could be produced from fuch a connexion, he 
(pun out the treaty of marriage, in hope of conclud- 
ing a lafting peace» and engaging in a bond of per-^ 
fonal friendfliip with the king of England ; he was 
alfo deGrous of extending this alliance to the duke 
of Burguady, that Francis duke of Breragne might 
be deprived "of all affiftvice and proteftion. With 
this view, he agreed with Edward and Philip to 
hold a congrefs at Hefdin, from whence it was af-r 
terwards transferred to St. Omer ; though this pro- 
duced ngthing but a prolongation of the truce, la 
the courfe of the fame year, another truce was con^ 
eluded with Scotland for fifteen yeaft-s j and in the 
month of Auguft ambafladors arrived in England 
from the duke of Brittany, who, finding himfelf 
hard prelTed by the king of France, Ibllicited a truce 
for one year with Edward, who, notwithftanding 

^ his negotiation with Lewis, granted the duke*s re- Aa. Puk. 
queft. . 

Mean while the earl of Warwick fettled all the a. c. 1465. 
articles of the marriage-contrail^ between the kingHeiscapti- 
and the princeft Bona; and Lewis appointed the ^»'f<i *>y^^ 
count of Dammartin as his ambaflador and pleni- EiklLdi 
potentiary at the court of London, to put the finifh- Widcvmc, 
ingftroke to that negotiation, which, however, was 
defeated by an extraordinary accident. Edward,, 
fbancing to hunt in Northamptonfhire, went to 
yifit Jaquelina of Luxemburg, the dutchefs of Bed- 
ford, who, after the death of her firft husband, had 
given her hand to Sir Richard Wideville. By this 
iccond marriage Ihe had. among other children a 

liau^hter called Elizabeth^ married to Sir Joha 

Grey 
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A. c. 1465. Grey of Groby, who had been flain in the fervicc 
of the houfe of J^ancafter. The young widow 
had retired to her father's houfe at Grafton, after 
having feen her husband's eftate confifcated ; and 
flie took this opportunity of throwing hcrfelf , at 
Edward's feet, and imploring a maintenance for 
herfelf and children, out of their father's fortune. 
Edward, naturally of an amorous complexion, 
could not behold this beauteous widow at his feet 
without emotion. He was inftantly captivated by 
her charms, and raifing h*er from the ground, made 
a favourable anfwer to her requeft. He confided' 
fo much in his ftation and perfonal qualifications, 
as to imagine he fhould eafily triumph over her 
virtue and caution ; and found opportunities to 
make her acquainted with the' nature of his paflion. 
He had for once, however, over-rated his own ad- 
drefs ; fhe rejected his propofals with difdain, and 
told hiqi, that, although (he was unworthy of being 
his queen, Ihe thought herfelf too good to be his 
concubine. This declaration completed her con- 
queft over the heart of Edward, who now approved 
of her fpirit and difcretion, as much as he admired 
her beauty : in a word, he laid afidc his former fuir^ 
which Ihe could not have granted with any regard 
to her honour, and offered his hand as the price of 
her condefcenfion. • It is not to be fuppofed Ib^r 
could have any reafon to refufe Juch an offer from 
a young prince of Edward's character and accom- 
plifhments. She embraced the propofal with tran- 
fport, and fuch marks of fenfibility as efFcftually 
fecured the heart of her admirer. 
Whom he Ncverthelcfs, he would not 'proceed farther in 
vatety. this affair, without communicating his intention to 
bis mother the dutchefs of York, who was ex- 
tremely furprifed and concerned at his paffion, and 
ufed all her endeavours to dilTuade him from enga- 
ging in ' fuch an impolitic alliance. ' She obferved, 
* ^ that 
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that fuxrh a precipitate engagement would be an irre- ^* ^' ^^^i- 
parable injury apd affront to the earl o£ Warwick, as 
well as to the French king \ ax)d, in all probability, 
iotail ppon him the refeptment of both, to the re- 
proach of his charafter and imminent danger of 
his crowns that the nobles of England would 
jpftly lake umbrage at his raifing the family of 
Wideville fo far above all their honours j that he 
could not, without degrading his dignity, give his 
hand to a private gentlewoman, his own fubjeift, 
who had feveral children by a former husband -, and 
laftly ihe told him, that fince he was determined to 
take an Engliih wife,, without the confiderations of 
high birth and opulent fortune, he ought to give the 
preference to a ypung lady called Elizabeth Lucy, 
whom he had formerly promifed to eipoufe. To 
thefe obfervations Edward replied, that he coqld 
not think of f^crificing his paflion, which was cer« 
tain, to the refentment of Warwick which was un- 
certain ; that the king of France would be too much 
engaged with his own domeftic affairs, to think of 
troubling his neighbours ^ that his taking a wife 
from among his fubje6ls, far. from giving um- 
brage, would be agreeable to his nobility, as all their 
families for the future might afpire at the fame ho- 
nour ; and with refpeft to Elizabeth Lucy, he de- 
nied that any promife of marriage had been made 
to that young lady. But left the report of fuch an 
engagement might be afterwards ufed as a pretext 
for invalidating the match upon which he had now 
^t bis heart, he defired Elizabeth might be exa- 
mined by the bifhops, touching the nature of her 
correfpondence with him ; when (he owned that he 
had never engaged himfelf to her by promife of 
marriage ; though at the fame time flie declared 
that (he would never have confenced to the gratifi* 
cation of his defires, . if (he had not thought his in- 
tentions were honourable. From this anfwer, the 

prelates 
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A. c. 14^5. prelates determined that he might njariy another 
woman with a fafe confcience ; and Edward ef- 
poufed Elizabeth WideVille fo privately, that the 
marriage was not divulged until he thought proper 

stowe. ^Q jifyg orders for her coronation. 

cfu^^^ The nobility and people were not a little furprifed 
and the earl when they underlbood that this extraordinary match 
wiX"" ^^^ '^^^ concluded, while the king carried on a 
* * negotiation at the court of France, for a marriage, 
^ith the princjefs of Savoy. The firft families of 
the kingdom wiere extremely difgufted at the pro- , 
motion of Elizabeth and her relations 5 for her fa- 
ther w^s elevated to the dignity of earl of Rivers ; 
her fifter Margaret was matched with Thomas lord 
Matravers, fon and heir of William parl/of Arun-* 
fiel 5 her brother Anthony Wideville cfpoufed the 
only daughter and heir of lord Scales, the richeft 
fortune in the kingdom ; and her fon Thomas be- 
ing created marquis of Dorfet, married the h^irefs . 
of the lord Bonneville, But the difguft of the na- 
tion in general was a trifling cjfrcumftance, when 
pompared with the rcfcntment of the earl of War- 
wick, who looked upon this clandcftine match a$ 
the greateft infult and affront that could be ofifered 
to his honour. He confidered it as a flagrant proof 
of ingratitude in Edward, whom he had railed to 
the throne-, and he could not help communicating 
his fentiments to the king of France, who did not 
f^il to encourage and foment his indignation. That 
prince was incenfed againfl: Edward for the outrage 
ofiered to the honour of his family ; but his own 
afl^airs would not allow him to manifeft his refent- 
ment, which he therefore refolvcd to diflfemble un- 
til he fliould find fome favourable opportunity to 
do himfclf juft:ice. Lewis had nothing princely in 
his difpofition, except perfonal courage, of which 
he had exhibited repeated proofs before he afcended 
the throne of France : but he was a cool, felfifh, 

diifembling 


EDWARD IV. 77 

diiTeinbling politician, who knew how to difguife a« ^- '4^5* 
his Cbntiments and defign's ^ who could ftoop to the 
meaneft condefcenfipns, when he thought his in- 
terefl: would be promoted by fuch compliance ; and ^ 

whoie reign was a continual exertion of low cun-* 
ning, by which he fomctimes overfliot his purpofe^ 
and never failed to incur the contempt of his neigh- 
bours. 

The carl of Warwick returned to England glow- watwick's 
ing with refentment and revenge, which, however, dTncIinthe 
he concealed with great care and circumfpedtbn ^ S*"*?**^ 
and from this very diflimulation Edward divined °^*" 
the nature of his fentiments : but, as it was the in- 
tered of both tp di^iufe their real thoughts, the 
king continued to treat him with exterior marks c( 
reipei^ ; and the earl maintained his place in the 
council, until his credit and i^nfiuence were wholly 
fuperfeded by the earl of Rivers. In the mean 
time the ceremony of the queen's coronation was 
performed at, Weftminfter on the twenty- fixrii day 
of May, with great pomp and magniBcence ; tho* 
neither Warwick nor his brothers, the earl of Nor- 
. thumberland, and George lately promoted to the 
archbifhopric pf York, afiifted on this occafion. 
f hefe two feem to have abfented themfelves from 
difguft '9 but the earl of Warwick was at that time 
in Boulogne with the lords Haftings and Wenlock, 
as ambafladors from Edward^ fent to treat about a 
commercial truce with the count of Charolois, and 
the envoys of his father, Philip duke of Burgundy. 
This n^ptiation npi£:arried, through the count's 
attachment to the houfe of Lancafter, from which 
hi^ was defcended by his mother : but Warwick 
and his colleagues, being empowered to treat with 
the ambafiadors of France and Brittany, concluded 
a truce with both of thefe powers, though they were ^^^ 
at w;ar with each pthen 
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The duke of Brittany had not only' engaged thd 
count de Charolois and the duke of Bourbon in the 
war of the Public Godd, but even brotight ovei^ 
the French king's brother the duke of Berry^ to 
the intereft of the confederates^ The count de 
Charolois was perfdnally intehfe'd againft Lewis^ 
who had, by bribing the minifters of his father 
Philip, obtained the reftitutipn of the towns upon 
the Somme, for the corifideration of four hundred 
thoufand crowns, according to the treaty of Afras ; 
and afterwards employed the Baftard of Rubcmpre, 
and others, to furprife the perfons of the duke and 
the count, and bring them to him dead or alive. 
His fcheme being deteftcd, the count de Charolois 
was fo exafperated at his perfidy, that he raifed at 
numerous army and approached Paris, while the duke 
of Brittany and the reft of the confederates made pre- 
parations to join him with a ftrong reinforcement. 
Lewis, who was then in the Bourbortnois, being in- 
formed of his motions, marched dircftly towards the 
<!:apitaL Their armies meeting at Monthlery, a battle 
enfued, and both fides claimed the viftory. The 
king threw himfelf into Paris, and took fuch pre- 
cautions for the defence of the capital, that, when 
the confederates joined, they found it fo well forti- 
fied, that they could not undertake the fiege with 
any profpeft of fuccefs. At length the war was 
terminated by a treaty flgned at Conflans, by which 
Lewis reftored to the duke of Burgundy the towns 
fituated upon the Somme ; and granted Normandy 
as an appenage to his brother the duke of Berry. 
After the ratification of this agreement, the count 
de Charolois returned to the Low Countries ; and 
the duke of Berry, accompanied by the duke of 
Brittany, went to take poflcffion of Normandy^ 
where, in a few d^ys, thefe tw^o princes happening 
to quarrel, the duke of Brittany retired to his own 
dominions, Lewis, taking advantage of this dif- 
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(enfion, inarched without delay into Normandy, a. 0.1465* 
from whence he expelled his brother, who found 
himfelf obliged to take refuge in Brittany, where, 
notwithftanding his quarrel with the duke, he met 
with an hofpitable reception. 

All thefe different powers negotiated at the fame a. c. i4«6, 
time with Edward, who politically amufed them all Edward 
with hopes or a fond alliance; but m the mean treaty with 
time agreed to a fhort truce with each, that he^^^^p*^ 
might keep himfelf unengaged until he (hould fee ^^^ 
the iffue of the war, and take his meafures accord- 
ingly. During thefe tranfadtions, Ifabel de Bour- 
bon, fecond wife of the count de Charolois, dying, 
he began to look upon Edward in a different light 
from that in which he had confidered him before. 
He faw him triumphing over all. oppofition, and 
firmly fettled on the throne of England \ he fore- 
faw nothing but mifchief to himfelf from the con- 
jundion of Edward and Lewis ; and the faireft ad- 
vantage from an alliance with the king of England. 
In thelefcntiments he demanded Edward's filler Mar- 
garet in marriage^ and this propofal was very agreeable 
to the Englifh monarch, who knew that Lewis hated 
him in his heart on account of his fifter-in-law Bona ; 
that all his advances and profelTions were inflncere ; 
and that fooner or later he would manifeft his re- 
fcntment : befides, it was not the intereftvof Eng-' 
land to fit tamely neutral, and fee the French king 
ruin the dukes of Burgundy and Bretagne. He 
therefore, on the twelfth day of Oftober, figned a 
treaty of perfonal alliance, friendihip, and frater- 
nity, with the count de Charolois ; and fent a fafc- 
conduft to Lewis of Bruges lord of Gruthuyfen, 
whom the duke of Burgundy had appointed as his 
plenipotentiary, to treat with Edward concerning a 
perpetual peace, and regulate the conditions of the 
marriage between the count de Charolois and the j^^,^^ 
princefs Margaret. 

Mean 
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A.C. 1466. Mean while the duke of Brittany was hard pre^d 
Birth of the by Lewis : fince the duke of Berry had been ex- 
Suabrth. pelled from Normandy, he was fupported by this 
prince, who endeavoured to' execute the treaty of • 
Conflans ; and the count de Charolois engaged to 
niake a powerful diverfion in Picardy, But his 
father Philip having undertaken a war againft the 
inhabitants of Liege, the count could not pofllibly 
perform his promife ; fo that the duke 6f Brittany 
was obliged to temporize with Lewis, by entering 
into a negotiation with him about his giving up 
his right 6f fovereignty* This, however, was 
no mofe than an expedient to gain time, until the 
count de Charolois (hould be in a condition to 
give him eflPeftual affiftance. Accordingly, the war 
of Liege being fufpended by a truce, the count was 
on the eve of marching into Picardy, when Lewis, 
by his intrigues, induced the Liegeois to recom- 
mence hoftiljties, which prevented him from carry- 
ing his fcheme into execution ; and the duke of 
Brittany was left to ftrugglQ alone againft the whole 
po\wr of France. By this time Edward^s queen 
was delivered of the princefs Elizabeth, who proved 
the means of extinguifhing the fatal quarrel between 
the houfes of York and Lancafter j and the king- 
dom enjoyed profound tranquility. The young 
monarch concluded treaties of perpetual alliance 
with the kings of Caftile and Denmark ; and pro- 
longed the truce with Scotland for the term of fiv©' 
^™^'* and forty years. 
t^'J^^' Lewis of France continued his operations againft' 
Philip duke the duke of Brittany, who loft all the places he 
^"'- pofleffed in Lower Normandy, and faw himfelf on ' 
^' the brink of being attacked in his own proper do- 
minions, while the forces of Burgundy were ftill 
employed againft the inhabitants of Liege : but 
the French king underftanding by his fpies, that 
the negotiation between Edward and Philip related 

to 
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to the defence of Bretagne, he exerted all his arc -*• ^' '4^7. 
and inQuence to. divert the king of England from 
tho(e engagements with his enemies. He fent the 
Baftard of Bourbon and the archbiihop of Nar- 
^onne, as his ambafTadors to London, with pro- 

Eofals of alliance with Edward, who pretended to 
e entirely, free of all connexions, and immediate!/ 
appointed commiffioners to treat with thefe envoys : 
but he found means to protract the negotiation ^ 
and Lewis was afraid to drive the duke of Bretagne 
to extremity, left the king of England fhould break 
off the treaty, and declare in that princess favour. 
Such was the iituation of afiTairs when Philip dukeof 
Burgundy died ; and was fucceeded by his only Ton 
the count de Charolois, who, on the very day of 
his father*s death, ratified the alliance with Edward» 
and declared himfelf more zealous than ever in fup<- 
port of the duke of Brittany* * 

Mean while the court of England underwent con • Tf>« *4A of 
iiderable changes, which were produdtive of infinite thc^qne^n's 
mifchief to the nation. , As the queen's relations ^!^^^ «^a- 
advancedin Edward's favour, the earl of Warwick SiTwhdii* 
and his brothers declined in their intereft, and were adminiftu- 
every day fubjeded to new mortifications. The 
poft of chancellor, which had been occupied by the 
archbiihop of York, was taken in an abrupt and 
difobliging manner from that prelate, and given to 
the bifhop of Bath and Wells, one of the queen*? 
moft zealous partifans. The earl of Warwick was 
no longer employed in any affair of importance j 
and his brof her the marquis of Montague was kept 
at a diftance from court, by his ofHce of wardert 
of the Scottilh marches. On the other hand, the 
earl of Rivers was elevated to the higheft pinnacle 
of greatnefs. To the poft of lord high treafurer, 
which he already pofiefled, was added that of hig{\ 
conftable, vacant by the refignatiort of the earl of 
Worcefter, whom the king created his lieutenant in. 
N*. 4%, G Ireland 
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AG, 1^67. Ireland under the duke of Clarence ; and the firr- 
Vivancy of the conftable^s place was conferred upon 
the earl's fen Anthony Wideville. The queen's 
filler Catharine was married to Henry dokc of 
Buctirrgham -, and another fitter called Anne match- 
fid with George fon and heir of the earl of Kent, 
formerly Ednriund lord Grey of Ruthvin : William, 
ddeft fon of the lord Herbert, cfpoufing Mary ar 
third filler of th€ queen, was created lord of Dun* 
ftar, and afterward3 earl of Huntingdon ; and his 
fitter Margaret was given in marriage to Thomas 
Talbot vifcount L'Ifle. Thefe honours and alli- 
ances given and contrafted in favour of an bbfcurc 
family, excited the hatred arid envy of the com- 
mons as well as of the nobility, who could not but re- 
pine at the king's partiality, in behalf of his wife's 
relations ; but of all the nobility, the earl of War- 
wick and his brothers had the greateft reafon to 
complain of thefe promotions, to fome of which 
they were more than any other perfons in the king- 
dom, intitled, by the great ferv ices they had done 
to Edward. Inftead of being recompcnfed as they 
deferved, over and above the indelible afFibnt of- 
fered to the earl in the affair of the lady Bona, he 
was excluded from all fhare in the adminittrationy . 
fubjefted to a feries of flights and infulCs from the 
. queen and her kindred, who feemed intent upon 
driving him ftom court, left he Ihould one day re- 
trieve his credit at the council ; and at laft, the king, 
by aft of parliament, refumed all grants of lands 
and offices fince the day of his acceffion, except ia 
certain cafes mentioned in fpecial provifos, added 
to the aft when it obtained the royal aflcnt. Thefe 
'were chiefly in favour of the clergy and corpora- 
tions ; but Edward's real view in this bill, was tO' 
render the houfe of Nevil dependent on his plea- 
fore, for the enjoyment of thofeeftates with which 
their fervices had been rewarded. So manycoh- 
* * \ ' '\ cumnjj 


itUrring motives cbiild not fail to operate ftrongly ^-^^ *4«^ 
00 the refentment of Warwick, who was one of the 
proudeft noblemen that -England ever produced : 
he therefore could, no longer diflfemble his difguft, 
but retiiied to his caftle of Middleham in York- 
Ihire. . - 

la the mean tirtie EdWird aniufed the ^mbaffa-*^*!;^^. ^^ ^ 
•dors of Lewis, with hopes of a perpetual alliahce, treaty of 
until the marriage between the duke of Burgundy J^^^^ 
. and his (ifteii Margaret was concluded ; then (he de> ugne., 
parted flfom England, accompanied by the dutchefs ^ / 
of Exeter and Suffolk ; and the nuptials were fo -, 
lemnized at Bruges with incredible magnificence* 
The remaining part of the winter was etlnployed in ^ 
negotiating ail alliahce with the duke of Brittanf, 
under the mediation of Edv/ard*s ne\V brdther-in* 
law, who was fo much embarrafled by the war of 
Liege, that he could yield very little afliftance to 
that ally. At firft the truce was prolonged till ^* ^* '4**« 
July, when Edward's commiffioners figrted a treaty 
of commerce With Brittany ; and next day orders ^ 
Were ifiued to levy troops foi: the defence of that 
dutchyi Ia the beginriing of Auguft,. the king 
fent ambafladors to France, on pretence of treating 
with Lewis about a perpetual peace ; and in lefs 
than thrse^ays after their departure^ fubfcribed a 
treaty^ by which he obliged himfelf to reinforce 
the, duke of Brittany with three thoufand archers^ 
Thefe troops being levied, the king beftowed the 
command of them upon his brother-in-laW An- 
thony Wideville, lord Scales, who propofed to fiet 
fail tor Brittany in the beginning of October. ^p^* 

During th^fe negotiations at London, the dukes Accpmm«. 
cf Bretagne atid Berry were reduced to great dif- tw^ 
ficulties. The truce they had obtained of Lewis ^ran*^e«\i 
-was almod expired j the Englifh foccours were not '*'^'^ ^' 
yet arrived J and the -duke of Burgundy was ftill , 
lund^red by the war of Liege, from marching to 
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A c. 1468. their relief. At length, however, that prince found 
' an opportunity to bring his enemies to a battle, ta 

which they were defeated, and obliged to fiic for 
peace ; which was granted on pretty favourable con- 
ditions. Immediately after the ratification of the 
treaty, he began his march into Picardy, and had 
already advanced to the banks of the Somlme, whei^ 
he was informed, that his allies had made peace 
with Lewis 5 that the duke of Berry had renounced 
all foreign alliances ; and refigned all claim upon 
Normandy, in confideration of a moderate penfion^ 
and a fmall eftate in land. Charles was not a little 
confounded, when he received the account of this 
tranfaftion ; neverthelefs, he would not retire, buc 
cx)ntinued encamped in the fame place ; on this fup« 
pofition, that as the duke of Brittany had fubmitted 
on compulfion, he would retraA his engagements 
with Lewis, upon feeing hi mfelf fo powerfully fup- 
ported. This refolution of Charles alarmeid the 
king of/ France, who began to fear what the other 
^ hoped ; and in this apprehenfion fet out for Picardy, 

to treat of an accommodation with the duke of 
Burgundy. That prince, uncertain with refpe^l to 
the rcfolves of the duke of Bretagne, contented to 
retire, on payment of four hundred thoufand ciowm» 
which Lewis diiburfed for the expence of his expe- 
dition. ' 
fis^wn" ' ^ Hitherto the French king had fucceeded to his 
Ltwii of wiib, in diliblving the league which had been formed 
SSrittd? ^g^i^ft him, and reducing His brother to an inca- 
Burguiuiy at pacity of hurting him for the future 3 but, ftill he 
Perooae. hankered after the execution of his firft project, to 
ruin the duke of Brittany, that he might afterwards 
humble the reft of his nobility ; and even reduce 
the overgrown power of the duke of Burgundy, 
This was his favourite fcheme ; and feemed to en- 
grofs his whole attention fo much, that he was be* 
trayed by it into the moft dtogerous inadvertency. 
2 After 
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After having figned his treaty with the duke of ^- ^' ■4^*' 
Burguntdy^ he relblved to confer with him per- 
IbnaTly •, hoping by his eloquence and in(inuation» 
to detach him intirely from the interefts of the duke 
of Bretagne : at leaft, he thought he (hould be able i . 
to fow fuch jealoufics between thefe allies^ as would 
produce an harveft that would turn out to his ad^ 
vantage. With this view, he demanded a fafe- 
ctHidud from the duke, by virtue of which h^ 
might vifit him at Peronne ^ and this being granted, 
he repaired to that place with a very (lender retinue. 
Before he took this refolution, he had ^nt ambaf- 
ladors to perfuade the inhabitants of Liege to re- 
nounce the lail peace, and take arms againft Charles ; 
in which cafe he promifcd to fupply them with 
powerful fuccours. He had even forgot to rccal 
theambafladors, whofucceeded fo well in their ne- 
gocaatipn« that the Liegeois immediately recom* 
menced hoftilities ; and, intelligence of this was 
broi^ht to Charles while the king of France was 
with hhn at Peronne. The duke of Burgundy 
was fo incenfed at this double-dealing in Lewis, 
whofe aim he imagined was to furprife him unpro- 
vided for his own defence, that he put the French 
king uncter arreft in the cattle of Peronne ; and 
detained him prifoner for fome days, dgring whicb 
he wavered in his refolution, about the conduft he 
ihould obftrve on fuch an occadon. Lewis, whole 
own knavilh difpofition taught him to dread the de- 
iigns of his enemy, remained all that time under 
the utmoft terror and agitation, and refolved to 
purchafe his liberty, by fubmitting to all the con- 
didons that the duke Ihould pleafe to impofe. But, 
he found in Charles fuch generofity, as even tranf- 
cended his warmeft hope. All that he demanded 
was that Lewis fliould beftow ^Champagne and 
Brie on his brother, the duke of Berry, in lieu of 
Normandy, which was granted to him by the treaty , 
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4.Ci468^5f Conflansv and that be would accompany tho 
duke in his war againft the Liegeois.* In ;^ few 
days after this convention, they fet out together for 
the country of Liege, and Lewis had the mortifi- 
cation to he an eye- witnefs of the deftrudUdn of the, 
capital city, which he himfelf had inftigated to its. 
own ruin. At length he 9btained his liberty, after 
having undergone the moft dreadful appreheniion 
?Mpdu of Ipfing his life, or being dctaiAe4 in perpetual 
ComincB ipiprifonment. 

perfecutioo About this pefiod^ Edward renewed the antient 
*^JcoIkc. alliance between England and ArragOn 5 fo that 
^^ ' being at peace with almoft all the princes of the 
continent, he had nothing to fear but from do? 
meftic troubles •, and of thefe he feemed to haye. 
but little apprehenfiqn : though a fpirit of difcon-. 
teqt began to difFufe itfelf through the nation, whijcli . 
was difgufted by the pride and infoknce of the 
queen-s relations> Sir Thomas Cooke, who had 
been mayor of Londoq^ was accufed of treafon by 
one Hawkins, a fervant of lord Wenlock, and ar • 
refted ; but, bailed at the requeft of the pfinceA 
Margaret, befQi;e her marriage with the duke of 
Burgundy : after her departure he was again appre-^ 
hcndcdj and fent prifoner to the Tower.j a^d hia 
houfe and eftefts, to a very confiderable vaJue, were 
fcized by the earl of Rivers, as treafurer of E|?g- 
land. After having lam a long time in prifpn, he 
was tried and acquitted by feveral juries, though 
»ot releafed : then a bill being found againft him, 
for mifprifion of treafon, he .was cooMnitted to the 
Compter,, and from thenfe conveyed to the Kin^'^ 
Pench in Southwark. There he continued for a 
long time, while the fervants of Rivefs plundered 
his houfes, until he pyrchafcd his liberty with eigh^ 
thoufand poundjff by way. of fine to the king, for 
|iis offence. Nor was this the end of his pcrfecytion. 
The c^xi^a demando^ aj) hundred n^^ks for every 
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Aoufiind pounds of his fine; and this exadliofi he ^«c. m6s* 
^as obliged to pay, over and above large prefehts 
Co her coMncU. His accufer, with feme others, was 
afterwards hanged at Tyburn, for correfponding 
with Margaret of Anjou and the duke of Son>erfec« 
He was aj^ehended on the information of a fer- ^*^**'*' 
vant belonging to Robert Whittingham, taken at 
Queenborough with letters from France. Thi« 
man bdng put to the torture, impeached Sir Gerr 
vafe Clyfton, and ieveral other gentleman^ who 
were afterwards tried and acquitted. 

The carl of Warwick himfclf incurred the like The eari«f 
imputatjoB- The family of the Widcvilles had Sk ' 
ufed all dieir endeavours to render this nobleman ^**«5- 
fuipe6ted to the king, who had, indeed, very little 
reafbn to confide in his attachment, confidering the ' 
ingratitude with which his fervices had been repay* 
ed. He had even attefnpted to debauch the earl's 
daughter, one of the moft beautiful ycHing ladies, and 
the richeft heirefs in England *, an inrulc,^for which 
he could never h<^ forgivenefs from a man of 
Warwick's charafter. One would be apt to ima- 
gine, that the king and his new miniftry praftifed 
every method they could devife to provoke the earl 
ID a declaration, which would free them from a dif- * 
agreeable iiifpence ; and furnifli them with a pre* 
text to complete his deftrudion. Jafper earl of ' 
Fbmbroke arrived with a fmall body of troops 
from France, and landing near Hardlegh in Merio- 
nethfliire, which was ftill occupied by the Lancaf- 
trtans, was joined by a confiderable number of the 
natives. With thefc he ravaged great part pT , 
North. Wales^ and burned the town of Denbigh ; 
but, was encountered and. defeated by Sir Richard 
Herbert. After this adion, Hardlegh caftle fur- \ 

rendered at difcretion^ and. Sir Richard Tonftal, 
Sir He;iry Belliagham, Sir William Stoke, ahjji 
4bout ^fty other ^entkn^en bein^ taken it it, were i 
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^•^•hw. fcnt prifonjcrs to the Tower, where two of the 
number, condemned by the 'earl of Rivers as con- 
ftable of England, were beheaded. With thefe 
Herbert, who was for this fervice created ' earl of 
Pembroke, fent a perfon who had brought' letters 
from Margaret of Anjou ; and he, in order to 
• favc his life, ipipeacheo, among others, the carl of 
Warwick ; though the whole charge amountsed to 
no more th^n that he had heard beyond fea, the 
earl favoured the caufe of Margaret and her huf- 
bahd. Commiflaries were feht down to Middle*^ 
ham to examine him, and they found the accuiation 
f groundlefs ; though this frefh- infqlt gave a keener 

edge to his refcntment. 
A. c. 1469, The Widevillcs had by this time rendered them- 
Ccorgcduke fclves fo odious to the nobility and people, that they 
of clarence began to fcar the confequences 5 and perfuaded the 
dlilghur o*f i^'^g ^0 mediate a reconciliation between them and 
the earl of the family of Warwick. With this view Edward 
*^^ * fet out for Nottingham, where he effefted an ac- 
commodation between the archbiifhop of York and 
the earl of Rivers ; a great council was afterwards 
held at Coventry, to which that prelatfe brought 
^ his brother Warwick, and reconciled him to the 

Hynwr. ** lords Herbert, Stafford, and Audley. The kil^ 
was fb well pleafed with the archbilhop's condud 
oh this pccafion^ (hat he reftored to him the maftor 
of Denley, and other lands which he had loft by 
the aft of refumption. The accommodation be- 
tween Warwick and thofe noblemen was fo far 
'from being fincere, that as foon as the ceremony 
' was over, the earl repaired to his government ac 
Calais, in order to execute a fcheme of revenge 
which he had already projefted. He knew that 
George duke of Clarence, the king^ brother, was 
incensed againft Edward and his miniftry, who had 
excluded him from all advantageous offices, and all 
^re in the adminiftr^tioD } and^ as he was, aft«r 
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Elizabeth, prdlim^ive heir to the crown. War-. ^'^M*' 
wick refolved to eng^e him in his intereft. For 
this purpofe he offered to him bis daughter Ifabel 
in marriage ; and Clarence readily embraced an alii^ 
ftRce that would put him in poiTeffion of one of the 
rtcheft and moil beautiful young ladies in England. 
This match alarmed Edward, who endeavoured to 
prevent it by intrigues and ren>onftrances: . at the 
court of Rome, to which the parties had applied for 
a dirpenfation^ : but, by this tin^e, Warwick had 
entered into a private negotiation with the French 
king, by whofe influence the difpenfation was ob- 
tained, and the marriage celebrated in the church 
of Notre Dame at Calais. 

While Warwick refided in this place, he feems fnfiincfKoa 
to have felt the pulfe of the Englilh nation, by em- ^1,^**^* 
ploying his emiffaries to excite an infurredion in 
Yorkihire, The people refuQng to contribute to 
the maintenance of the antient hofpital of St. Leo- 
nard near York, they were profecuted at law, and 
their elTefts diftrained ; and as they imagined the 
hofpital fubfifted by voluntary contribution, they 
looked upon thofe fuits as the effect of oppreffion. • 
Thi^ dtfcontent was fomented to.fuch a degree, 
that they took to their arms, and aflembling to the 
number of fifteen thoufand, began their march to 
the city of York, which was overwhelmed with 
ccnfternation, until Warwick's brother Montague 
threw bimfeif into the town with a (mall body of 
ch^ce.foidiers ; and, in a fally, toolc Robei-t Hil- 
yard their chieftain, commonly called Robin trf 
Redidifale, whom he ordered to immediate execu^ 
tion. The peafants were not difcouraged by this 
difailer i but, chuofmg Sir Henry Nevil, (on of 
lord Latimer, and Sir John Conyers, for their lea- 
ders, they advanced to Danefmore in Northampton- 
ihire, about three miles from Banbury. The king 
.1)44 0):dere4 th$ es^rl of frmbroke t9 eiarch against 

ihwi, 


I 


$o HJSTOIRY OF ENGLAND. 

A. c. 1469. tiiem at tte head of twelve thoa£uid Welflimeh» 
and they were joined by Hamphrey Stafford, lately 
created earl of Devon, at the head of five thoufand 
archers; but, the two chiefs ^ quarreling about 
lodgings in Banbury, they ieparated forces, and 
.Cembroke hazarding an engagement, was defeated 
and (lain. Sir Henry Nevil had bem taken inaikir^- 
mifh^on the eve of the sbattle, and killed in cold 
blood ) a circumftance which exafperated the York« 
ihire men to fuch a degree, that they: gave noquar^ 
ter to the Welfli, fix^c thoufand of whom .were flaia 
on the field, or in the pllrfui^ The earl of Devoa 
was feized in his return' by the king^s order, and 
beheaded at Bridge water; and Richard earl, of 
Kiv-ers, with his fon John, being taken at Grafton, 
by a detachment of the tthtl army, loft their heads 
at Northampton, by command of Sir John Con* 
yers, who without having done any further mifchief^ 
retired towards Warwick, to wait for the return of 
the earl from Calais, by whofc' direAion he had 
hitherto proceeded. 
jeaioufics Whether Edward was ignorant of this connexion^ 
teTwelnEd- <^ thought propcr to temporize, certain it is, that 
ward and whcn Warwick, and his fon-in-law Clarence, ar- 
of wa!^''^ rived in England, and offered their affiftance to* 
wicJt. waixis re-eftablilhing the tranquillity of the'king*^ 
dom, he received them with an appearance of fatis»- 
faftion, creating Warwick chief jufticiary of South 
Wales, conftable of the cattle of • Cardigan, and 
&nefchal of all the courts and forefts in the (hires of 
Carniarthen and Cardigan, offices vacant by the 
death of the earl of Pembroke. The king was 
likewife perfuaded to grant a general pardon to 
Conyers and his followers, who had by this tinu^ 
increafed to"^ fixty thoufand. As the nation in ge- 
neral was difcontented, and Margar'et of Anjou^ 
.with her fon and a fmall body of troops,' reported 
fo be at Harfteur in Normandy, ready to embarl^ 
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^d take advantage of the commotions in England, a*^? ht^^^ 
OMncQiiBons of apray were iflued for raifing the 
militia of Norfolk^ Suffolk, and other oiaritime 
cx)untiesi. apd the qiieen's brother, Anthonyi now- 
eari of Rivers, w^ fent to fea,-with ^ ftrong fqua-. 
drom t0;^revent a,ny attempts of the enemy. What-: f^^ 
ever were the king's fentiments towards Warwick^; 
he ieiQms 10 have been bent i|pon making, a friend 
of his brother Montagujs, perhaps with a view to 
leflen thefus^xver of the eari, which was very formi- ^ 

dable. In a great council held, on the fixih day of 
November, Edward afked the advice Of the prelate* 
and nobility, aboi^c providing an hufbandfor hi» 
daughter Elizabeth, heir to the crown of England ) 
and they unanimoufly concurred in recommending 
George, the. fon of Montague, as the moft proper 
match for the young princefs. Their fentiment$ 
on this fubjefl: being agreeable to thofe of Edward^ 
Jic, by letters , patent, advanced that young noblc- 
fnan to the dignity of duke of Bedford. Such a 
^ftimony of the king's favour could not but be 
agreeable to/Warwick and- his brothers, who began 
again to live in a friendly correfponce with Edward^ 
uo^il it was interrupted by an artifice of the mini-» 
|lry, wjio dreaded the revival of that family's in^ 
t^reiJE;.' -Th? Wng, while he refided at Langley ia 
Hertf^rd&ire, was invited by the archbifliop of 
Ifock to an entertainment, at his feat of More^ 
pafk in. t|iat neighbourhood, and whife the guefts 
were ■ employed, according to the cufl»m of the 
time, ta w^fiiing, hands before fupper, John RaOr 
(:lifie, aft^wards lord Ficzwalter, told the ktng prt^ 
yately, : that the archbi(hop had afibnUed an hun^^ 
fked mefi at arms, to. feize and convey his majeftf 
to the. cal^k of ^^iddl^ham. . Edward, alarcned a^ 
|his iacd}igeiicf^ which wais logntd for die purpofev 
{Hade a f)|«ieBce ^ go out; and mouating Imtmrie, 
f(id$ ^ (ix\y Ipp^d op Wiflidfor. Such an abnq)t w- 
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A. c, 1470, treat was conftrued into a grofs affront by the arch-- 
biihop as well as by Warwick; and his fon in-law' 
Clarence, wha imagined it was a concerted fcheme 
to fix the imputation of perfidy on them\and their 
adherents: the former animofity was rekindled by' 
this circumftance, and both fides reproached one 
another with great bitternefs. 
wjiicslsde- Cicely, dutchefs of York, the king's mother, 
felted by endeavoured to eflfeft a reconciliation, and they met 
^iSord*^ in her houfe of Baynard's caftle ; but their mutual 
jealoufy was too deeply fixed to be eradicated at 
this interview. Neverthelefs, Edward impowered 
Clarence and Warwick to array men in the counties 
of Warwick and Worccfter, in order to fupprefs 
in infurreftion in Lincolnflhiire, headed by Robert^ 
the fon of Richard lord Willes, Sir Thomas Dy- 
mock, and Sir Thomas de la Launde. The pre- 
text for this commotion was the condu6t of Sir 
Thomas Burgh, an officer of the king's houfholdt 
who had opprefled the people ; though it afterwards 
appeared that Warwick andClarence had iriftigated 
the. leaders to raife the difturbance. Edward fenc 
for the lord Willcs and Dymock to cdme to Lon- 
don, and give an account of the infurreftion. They 
fet out accordingly 5 but being informed on the road 
that the king was incenied againil them as the 
authors of the rifing, they took refuge in the fan- 
£tuary at Weftpiinfter, from whence they were 
drawn by the king's promife of pardon ; and the 
lord Willes, by Edward's command, wrote a ktter 
to his fon, defiring he would lay down his arms,- 
And fubmit to the kir^g's n>ercy. To this irijun-' 
Aton, hpwever, Robert payed no regard ; and Ed- 
ward advancing with an army againft him to Sta* 
, niford, was fo incenied at his obftiilacy, that he 
ordered his father and Dymock to be beheaded. 
This aft of barbarity enraged him to fuch a degree,^ 
that although his army coafifted of raw, undifcip- 
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lined troops, and he expedled to be joined by War •• a. c 1470. 
wick.-aod Clarence, who had already affembled a 
ftrong body of forces, he tefolved to. revenge his 
father's death without delay, and attacked Edward 
with incredible fury, on the fourteenth day of 
March. The battle was maintained for fome time 
with equal refolution on both (ides: but, at length, 
the ^-ebcls were obliged to. yield to the difciplinc anji 
valour of the royal army, and were defeated with 
great flaugl\ter. Ten thoufand men are faid to 
havq been flain in this engagement; and the gene- 
ra], with Sir Thomas de la Launde, being taken 
prifoners, were beheaded immediately after the 
a£kion. 

Me^n whije Warwick and Clarence marched in The duke 
to, Lancafhire, in hope of being reinforced by Tho- of ciatcnce 
mas lord Stanley, who had married the earl's fifler ; *? wawlek 
and frpni thence they intended to advance into *« p">- 
Yprklhire, where they expeded to be joined by thofe tralSrH, 
infurgents who had rifen under Sir John Conyers. 
In order to facilitate that jundion, they employed 
cCmjflaries to alarm them with repons that the king 
intended to revoke.the pardon he had granted : they 
wer? difappointed however in both expeftations, 
Stanley refufed (o embark in their undertaking, and 
the king got the ftart of them in Yorkfhire, where 
lie publi(hed a proclamation confirming the former 
amnefty. The two chiefs, being thus difappointed, Ry»«r. 
retired to the weftern parts of England ; and in iv?' ^^' 
their route furpriied the earl of Rivers and lord ^'*''i^'** 
Audeley, whom they confined in the cattle of War^ 
dour, from whence they were afterwards refcued by 
John Thornhill, a gentleman of Dorfetftiire. While 
Clarence and Warwick were employed in Devon- 
fKir?, ,in equipping a number of veflcls to convey 
them and their families to Calais, Edward obliged 
Warwick's brother, John N^vil, to refign what he 
foSkSkd of the Piercy cftate, with his patent for the 
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A.C. i47e. honour of Northumberland, and, by way of f6* 
compence, created him marquis of Morttacute, In 
. confequence of his refignation^ Henry Pie rcy was 
declared carl of Northumberland, reftored to all 
his cftate, and appointed warden of the Eaft and 
Middle Marches towards Scotland. John Tiptot, 
carl of Worcefter, and conftable of England fot 
life, was conftituted lord lieutenant of Ireland^ ill 
the room of the duke of Clarence ; and a price fet 
tipon the heads of that prince ^hd his father=:in-la^ 
the earl of Warwick. At the fame time the king 
publilhed a declaration, reprefenting that Georgd 
duke of Clarence, and Richard earl of Warwick^ 
had formed ^an unnatural defign to dethrone his 
majefty; that they had encouraged Sir Robert 
Willes in his rebellion, with promife of fuccoursi 
as appeared from the confeflion of the faid Sir Ro- 
bert and Sir Thomas de la Launde j that the king 
had fummoned the duke and earl to his prefence^ 
to clear themfelves of thofe accufations; but, in- 
ftead of obeying, his order, they had marched iht6 
Lancafliire, in order to raife a greater number of 
forces, with which they hoped to execute their 
treacherous dcfigns : that, notwithftanding thefe 
repeated afts of rebellion, he was ftill willing to 
forgive them, on their fubmiflion, and giving fure* 
ties for thei/ future behaviour ; and therefore fum-^ 
xrioned them to appear before him by the twenty- 
eighth day of March, on pain of being denounced 
rebels and traitors. As they paid no regalxl to this 
declaration, another was afliually publilhed at Not- 
tingham, on the thirty-firft day of Marchj declat- 
ing them rebels and traitors : offering rewards for 
taking them, and prohibiting all perfonsj on the 

ckufeio. feVerefl penalties^ from aflifling them and their 

-^•^- ^adherents. ' ^ 

Thty retire That his brother and Warwick might not have 
' time to aflemblc an* army in the Wcft> Edward 
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Itiarched thither with great expedition ; and from a- ^^ m?** 
Exeter iflued commilTions to the earl of Wilts, the 
lord Mountjoye, Sir John Fortefcue, and otherst 
for arraying men in Devon and Cornwall : but be- 
fore thefe troops could be afiembled, Clarence and 
Warwick embarked at Dartmouth. When they 
attempted to enter the harbour of Calais, the can^- 
lion of the place began to play upon them ; fo that 
they were obliged to* (land out to fea ; and the 
. tiutchefs of Clarence falling in labour, was delivered 
of a fon named Edward, who was afterwards fcarl 
of Warwick. The grandfather of the child was not 
a little mortified at this treatment from his own 
lieutenant Vaucler, a Gafcon, who was prevailed 
upon to confenc to the infant's being chriftened in 
the place, and found means to let the earl know 
the meaning of his unexpedted behaviour. The ^*^»*? ^^ 
J)lace was not provided for a fiege againft the power *""'''*^ 
of Edward and the duke of Burgundy : the inha« 
bitants were apprehenfive of lofing their trade ; and 
the lord of Dutas, who was Warwick's enemy, com- 
manded a good part of the g^rrifon. Vaucler 
therefore advifed the carl to retire into France ; and 
depeild upon his i^delity. Perhaps this Gafcon ' 
played a double game, and refolved to declare for 
the ftrongeft : but in the mean time his behaviour 
was very agreeable to Edward, who gratified him 
with the government of the place ; while a penfion 
of a thoufand crowns was fettled on him by the duke 
of Burgundy. Warwick, being obliged to admit 
of his excufes, failed for Normandy, and landed at 
Honfleur, where he was courteoufly received by thcv 
baftardof Bourbon, lieutenant- gpneral of the pro- 
vince ; from^ thence he and his fon-in-law fct but 
for the court of France at Amboife, where he met 
with a very favourable reception. 
' Lewis Mrould not intermeddle in the affairs of 
llnglan^ while the crown was in dirpute- between 
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A. c. 1470. Edwafd and Henry: but now that Edward bad 
contracted fuch a firm alliance with the duke of Bur- 
gundy, his intereft prompted him to (effe6t the ruin 
of both, and his intereft on this occafion co-operated 
with his defire of revenging the affront he had re- 
ceived from Edward in the affair of the marriage. 
Befides, the fuccours which that monarch intended 
for the duke of Brittany, plainly demonftrated, that 
while he fhould poilefs the throne of England, the 
princes of France would always have recourfe to his 
protection. All thefe confiderations concurred in 
favour of the English fugitives, to whom he pro- 
\ Coimntion mifed a very powerful aflTiftance. That the civil 
rn^ck ^^^ which he hoped to kindle in England, might 
and Mar. ragc With the greater violence, he refolved, if pof- 
garetofAn- gj^j^^ ^^ rcconcilc Margaret of Anjou and Wai-- 

wick ; and in the mean time fent for Margaret, wha 
had retired to the habitation of her father. She 
looked upon Warwick as the author of all the mife- 
ries to which ihe and her family had been fubjedted i 
and the moft rancorous and inveterate enmity fub- 

"" fifted between them : neverthelefs the accommoda- 

tion was eafily effe6ted, l)ecaufe they ftood in need 
of each other. Warwick wanted a pretext for de- 
throning Edward, and the moft plaufible he could 
ufe was the reftoration of Henry, which he coukl 
not undertake without the qu(pen*s concurrence* 
Margaret, on the other hand, faw ho profpeft oi 
' the re-eftabliflimcnt of her family but in the affif- 

tance of Warwick } and therefore made no fcrupk 
to afk the prote£tion of her antient adverfary. Lewis 
managed the treaty between them, which was con- 
cluded, on condition that the duke of Clarence skkI 

1^ the earl of Warwick fliould exert all their endea- 

vours for Henry's reftoration -, that the queen fliould 
engage upon oath to leave the adminiftration in 
their hands, during the life of Henry, or the mi« 
norlty of his fon^ in cafe of his accefllon to the 
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tkrone before he Ihould be of age j and that the^*^'H7^* 
J3ririce of .Wales fliould marry Anne, the younger 
da,ughter of the earl of Warwick. This laft arti- 
cle was immedrately executed i (o that the earl of 
Warwick became equally allied to the houfes of PjiiJip de 
York and Laiicafter. Cominw. 

The duke of^ Burgundy, being infornled by his Edward 
fpiesof this tranfadtion, tranfmitted an account of cirrencl* 
It to Edward, who payed very little regard to the K'vatdy w 
intimation ; believing that th6 earl of Warwick,who ** '^^^^ '* 
ha;d been obliged to quit th^ kingdom for want of. 
proper lupport, could never in his abfcnce excite 
the people of England to rebel in his favour. He 
was hot at all alarmed by the preparations of France^ 
becaufe he thought England could not be conquer- 
ed, by any foreign nation, unlels the people Oiould. 
aflift in endaving thenifelves ; and reafoning upon 
Very precarious principles, namely, the affeftion 
of his fubjc^ts for his perfon and government, and 
Warwick's want of ihtereft, he took no manner of 
precautions in his own defence, but indulged him-' 
fclfin all thepleafures of effeminacy and voluptuouf- 
nefs. While he abandoned himfelf to thefe delightS4 
his miniftry gratified their private refentment by 
committing afts of cruelty and oppreffion, which 
tuihed the character of their mafter. John Clap^ 
ham, one of Warwick^s oiKcers, with about twenty 
other gentlemen, being taken in a naval fkirmifh 
hear Southampton, were condemned as traitors by 
the earl of Worceftfcr, coriftable of England, and 
executed with fuch circumftances of barbarity as 
filled the fpeftators with horron All perfons of any 
conlideration, fufpeded of affedion to the houfc of* 
Lafacafter, were profecuted^ plundered, and for<;ed 
into fanftuary or exile j a great number of thefe^ 
refugees retired to France, and gave an account of* 
the temper of the nation to the earl of* Warwick, 
whom they prefled to embark for his own countryi 
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A. c, 1470. where all forts of people ardently wifhed for his re- . 
turn, What contributed more than any other con- 
fidcration to Edward's fecurity, was the fuccefs of a 
private negotiation, into which he had entered with 
his brother Clarence. He won over to his intereft 
a female domcftic and favourite of the dutchefs ; 
and, after having tutored her for hispurpofe, grant- 
ed her a paflport, by virtue of which (he crofled the 
fea unmolefted to her miftrefs. She took ttie firft 
opportunity of executing her commiffion, reprefent- 
ing to the duke> in the name of his brother Edward, 
tbat by efpoufing the party of Warwick he contri- 
buted to his own ruin -, for, if the defigns of that 
nobleman (hould fucceed, he could not imagine thttt 
the houle of Laocafter would place any confidence 
in a prince of the family of York ; or even fufier 
him to live, after they fhould have cfFefted their 
purpofcs : that, far from depending upon the oath 
of Margaret, he ought to confider it as a fnare laid 
^ for his dcftruftion 5 the earl of Warwick would be 
the firft to cru(h him, not only to remove a rival in 
the adminiftration, but alfo to deliver himfelf from 
the defigns of a prince, who might one day be in a 
condition to return the wrongs of his family : that 
his brother Edward having but one thild, and that 
an infant, which death might remove, he was next 
heir to the crown ; whereas, (hould the houfe of 
Lancafter be reftored, he muft refign all hopes of 
attaining that dignity, as Henry's fon was healthy 
and vigorous, and would in all probability have a 
numerous iflue. Thefe arguments were reinforced 
by th* confiderarions of confanguinity, and warm 
profeffions and promifes from Edward in behalf of 
his brother Clarence, who being, naturally eafy, 
fickle, and irrefolute, was convinced by thefe infi- 
nuations -, and defired the agent to kt the king his 
brother know, that he would not fail to declare in 
Kis favour, whenever an opportunity Ihould offer of 
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doing him any conGderablc piece of fervice. Edward ^* ^- '47©. 
'was made acquainted wich this declaration, which, 
entirely banifhed every anxious reflexion j and he 
gave a loofe to his pleafures, in full confidence that 

^ all Warwick's, efforts would prove abortive, as he HTbllrton. 
was no longer fuppprted by the intereft of Clarence. ■ 

While Edward lived in this deceitful fecurity, the wamJcit 
earl, having received a fmall fupply in money and Bn^'nl 
troops from Lewis, prepared ibr his voyage to Eng- 
land, under the convoy of fonne French fhips of 
war, commanded by the Baftard of Bourbon. The 
dyke of Burgundy hpwever blocked up the mouth 
of the Seine, with a much niore numerous fleer, in/ 
order to intercept Warwick, whom he affected to 
conlidcr as a pirate ; becaufe^ in his paffage from 
Calais to Honfleur^ he had taken and fold fomeFle- 
mtfli veffels. Notwithftanding all the duke*s pre- 
cautions for preventing the earl's voyage, that no- 
bleman repaired to Havre de Grace, and taking the 
opportunity of a ftorm that difperfed the Burgun- 
dian fquadron, embarked and landed fafely at Dart- 

» mouth, in the month of September. Edward re- 
joiced at his defcent, in full perfuafion that his de- 
fign muft mifcarry, and his antagonift fall into his 
hands. In thefe fentiments he defired the duke of 

f Burgundy would order his fleet to keep the fea, to 
intercept Warwick, in cafe he ftiould attempt Co 
make his efcape j but he foon perceived the folly of 
his expcdation. Warwick, immediately after his 
landing, was joined by fuch numbers of his country- 
men, tti^t in a few days he found himfelf at the 
head of lixty thoufand fighting men, with whom 
he began bis march againft Edward, who had made 
a progrefs into the North, to quell an infurreftion 
railed in Yorkihire by tlw lord Fitzhugh, married ^ 
to Alice, filler, of. the earl of Warwick. His de- 
fign,. in all probability, was to make a diverfion in 
favour of his brother-in-law •, and in this he fuc- 
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A.€. 1470. ceeded. At the king*s approach he retired to ScoU 
land, and Edward repaired to York, where hte firit 
heard that Warwick had landed and proclaimed 
Henry VL king of England; publifhing at the 
fame time an order to all his fubjefts, from fixteen 
to fixty, to take arms againft Edward, and expel the 
ufurper.- 
v.dwpi is The king inimediflTtely advanced ^ far j£s Not- - 
iciif il* tingham, ,in his way to London ; but, Warwick 
kingdom, being refolved to engage him before he Ihould reach 
that capital, where he knew he was very popular, 
came in fight of him within three miles of Notting- 
ham, and prepared for battle. Edward was (o 
weak as to depend upon the fidelity of the marquis 
of Montacute, though the brother of his adverfary,^ 
and a nobleman whom he had fo lately injured by 
depriving him of the great eftate and hoitour of 
Northumberland. He had raifed fix thoufand men, 
with whom he followed the king at fome diftance, 
as. if his intention had been to reinforce his majefty ; 
but, his real aim was to join his brother, and he 
had already concerted the affair with his officers. 
When he therefore under ftood that Warwick was 
fo . near the royalifts, he quickened his march, in 
order to fall upon the rear of Edward, who had no 
intimation of his defign until he was within two 
leagues of his eamp^ and the air refounded with the 
cries of Long live King Henry. In this emergency 
he called a council of war, in which the lord 
Haftings gave it as his opinion, that great part of 
the army would revolt to the earl of Warwick ; or 
that even, though they fliould do their duty, they 
would not be able to cope with the rebels, fince 
this defeftion of Montacute. He therefore advifed 
his majefty to provide for his perfonal fafety, by 
retreating to the fca fide, where he might find an 
opportunity to efcape into Holland. As there was 
no time to be loft, Edward, in compliance with this 
1 advice. 
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advice, let out at midnight for Lynne, without mo» ^' ^* H7o« 
/icy or baggage, attended by eight hundred light • 
horfe : finding in the harbour of that town two or 
three (hips bound for Holland, he inftantlyena- 
barked with his brother Gloucefter, and a fmall re- 
tinue ; and, after having narrowly efcaped a fleet 
of Eaflerlings, landed at Alkmar. In the njorning 
after Edward's retreat, his army fqbmitted to War- 
wick, who forthwith direfted his march to Lon- 
don, which he entered in triumph on the fixth day 
of Oftober, and removed Henry VL from the 
Tower to the bilhop's palace; while Edward's 
queen took refuge in the fanftuaryof Weftminfter^^Sfcwe. 
whene ftie was delivered of a fon named Edward. ^**^'*"* 
In confequence of this furprifing»revolution, which Hemy »- 
had been elfeflted in eleven days, without bloodflied, Jh,^!^ 
all the judges, flieriffs, and coroners, of the king- 
Mm were changed : Lanftrother prior of St. John's 
was appointed treafurer ; the chancellor's office was 
conferred on the archbifhop of York ; the earl of 
Warwick was created admiral of England ; and the 
duke of Clarence conftituted lord-lieutenant of Ire-^ ^ 
land. On this occ.afioo no life was taken but that 
of John Tiptot earl of Worcefter, who feenis to 
have been facrificed to the public hatred, as a cor- . 
rupted minifter, and a monftcr of cruelty, for 
which he was fo remarkable, that he acquired the 
appellation of John the Butcher. Being taken on 
the top of an high tree in the foreft of Wavebrig, 
in Huntingdonlhire, he was brought to London, 
tried io Weftminfter-H^l by John earl of Oxford^ 
convifted of high treafon, condemned, and be- 
headed on Tower-Hill. Writs were iffued for 
fummoning a parliament, which met on the twenty- 
fixth day of November. Edward was declared a 
traitor and ufurper, his eftate and effefts were con- 
fifcated i all ftatutes made by his authority repealed, 
^d the duke of Gloucefter, and air his adherents, 

H 3 attainted* 
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A. c. 1470. attainted. The crown was fettled upon ttenry, and 
stowc. ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ of his body ; and, in default thereof, 
Rymar". ' on the dukc of ClaTcnce and his defcendants. : and 
fS^T*^^* this duke and the earl of Warwick, were conftituted 
regents of the kingdom, during the young Edward's 
minority, according to the agreement of Amboife. 
Mean while Clarence was declared heir to his father 
the late duke of York, invefted wirfi all his pof- 
feffions, and indulged with other advantageous 
grants of fee-farm rents, manours and honours, par- 
ticularly, that of Richmond. The marquis of Mon- 
ta^ute was pardoned for his late adherence to Ed- 
ward i and gratified for his laft defei^ion with the 
grant of Wrefel and fome other manours : the dukes 
qf Somerfct and Exeter, the earls of Oxford, Rich- 
mond^ Pembroke, and Ormond, were reftored to 
their eftates and dignities ; and a compenfation of 
two and twenty thoufand marks, out of the eftate 
bf earl Rivers, allowed to Sir Thomas Cooke, who 
had been fo cruelly profecuted by that nobleman's 
father. . - ' 
AC. xVyf. ' During thcfe tranfaftions in England, the fugi- 
Edwar<j is tive Edward met with a very cold reception from 
cri"*^?' his brother-in-law the duke of Burgundy^ who 
^17broth«w Would have been much better pleafcd with the news 
datTf^^ of his death, than with the account of his exile, 
IKirgu^dy. While the king of England remained at the Hague, 
living at the expence of the lord Gruthuyfen, ex- 
tremely piorcifilcd at the duke's coldnefs and negleft, 
that prince found himfelf involved in the utmoa 
perplexity. Lewis XL had declared war againl^ 
him, and feized St. Quintin and Amiens ; and now 
that Edward was expelled from his throne, he was; 
afraid of intailing upon himfelf the joiqt enmity of 
France and England, fhould he affift the exiled 
monarch. The dukes of Somerfet and Exeter^ 
jfho (till continued at his court, prefled him ftrong- 
iy to abandon Edward, and even threatened him 
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vith the indignation of Henry, ihoqld he proteft, *• ^* '471. 
or patronize the fugitive -, and the earl of Warwick 
had already fent a body of troops to Calais, that 
they might be at hand to join the French, and in-^ 
vade fome province of the Low Countries. When 
the duke fent Philip de Comines to Calais to con- 
firm the commercial truce between the inhabitants 
of that town and his Fiemifli fubjeds, he found > 

Vaucler the gpvemor with his.garrifon, and all the 
burghers, wearing Warwick's device, and profcf- 
fing their attachment to king Henry. Seeing no 
other way of fucceedmg in his negotiation, he ob- 
ferved, that the truce having been made with Eng- 
land, and not with the perfbn of Edward, it otight 
not to be afieded by the revolution in England ; 
and as the nation was very much interefted in 
this trade, the truce was upon thefe principles, re- 
aewed« 

Edward, impadent of his. fituation, after his ?^^\ ". 
fiiler the dtitchefs of Burgundy had in vain folicited p^ui^^him.^' 
her hufband to take fome vigorous fteps in his fa- withihips* 

, 1 « ^ • - • I 1 • *nd money* 

vour, demanded an mterview with that prmce, 
which he could not with any decency refufe. At this 
conference, he reprefented that delays would be ex- 
tremely prejudicial to his intereft, as his friends 
and adherents in England would drop off, while 
Warwick would be every day more and more 
^rengthehed in thb power and authority he hadufurp- 
ed i that therefore^ the duke ought either to aflifl: 
him immediately, or abandon him. intirely to his 
evil fortune. In order to reinforce this remon- 
ftrance, he imparted to him the engagement h^ had 
contra^ed with his brother Clarence : he reminded 
him oi the oath by which he had bound himfelf 
to contribute his afliilance, in cafe it fhould be 
wanted by Edward : he defired him to conCder, that 
in aflifting him in his diftrefs, he would afl Sjt the 
benefit of his own family, which might one day 

H 4 need 
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4.t. 1471 • need fupport and afllftj|.ncc; and at the fame time 
have the glory of rcftoring a brother-in-law to his 
throne. He foJemnly promifcd toxinitc with hhn in 
the clofeft connexion againft France, as foon as he 
ihould be, re-eftabli(hcd ; and obferved, that the 
neutrality which the duke had hitherto obferved, 
could anfwer nopurpofe for his advantage, nor even ' 
hinder Lewis and the earl of Warwick from taking 

CpBWflp. meafureis for his deftruftion. This expoftulation 
h^d an effed upon the duke of Bur^ndy ; and, 
though he was ftill afraid of furniihing Warwick 
with a pretext to attack his dominions, he contrived 
an expedient, by which he was enabled to accom- 
fpodate the fugitive king, without running the rifque 
of a rupture with that formidable nobleman. He 
privately advanced a fum of money to certain indi- 
viduals, who equipped four large vcficls at Terveep, 
which was a free port in Zealand ; and engaged four- 
teen Ihips belonging to the Eafterlings, to convoy 
Edward to Englarid, on the coaft of which they were 
direded to remain fifteen days after his landing, in 
order to carry him back, in cafe his eflR>rts ihould 
not be attended with fucccfs. The king of Eng- 
land being thus fupplied with (hips and money, em- 
barked at Terveer; and he had no fooner difap"- 
geared from Holland, than the duke of Burgundy, 
y proclamation, prohibited all his fubjedts, on pain 
of death, from affifting him direftly or indiredlly. 

R)iP#r. But, if the fcheme of Edward had proved abortive, 
this artifice would not have deceived the earl of 
Warwick, who, at this period, concluded a long 
trucks with Lewis, to ferve in lieu of an alliance, 
which could not be immediately efieAed on account 
of Henry'a pretenfions to the crown of France ; and 
at the fame time, theciarl fent the great prior of the 
order of St. John of Jerufalem, to conduft queen 
JVlargaret and the prince of Wales from France in* 
|o JLnglapd,. 

' Edwar4 
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Edward failing from Tcrvcer, with the lords A,c. 1471. 
Haftings, Say, and about fifteen hundred men, Edward 
partly Englifh, and partly Flemings, attempted to '^"f^**p„^ 
land on the coaft of Eflex -, but, being repulfed by »»<» mak«» 
a brother of the earl pf Oxford, he flood away to ill^^of 
the northward, and made a defcent at Ravenfpur York. 
in Yorkflijre, about the latter end of March, hoping, 
that he fhonld be joined by the people of tbofe parts, 
as foon as he fhould produce the letters of invita- 
tion he had received from the carl of Northumber- 
land. Bur, he met with a very cold reception ; and 
the inhabitants of Holdernefle took up arms to op- 
pofe his prpgrefs. He likewife underftood by his 
emiflaries, that the citi?:ens of York were not at 
all difpofed to receive him as fovereign of England. 
He therefore profcffed himfelf a liegeman to king 
Henry, wore the badge of the prince of Wales, . 
which v/as an oftrich feather 5 and declared, that 
all he demanded was the dutchy of his father. Truft- 
ing to the efFeft of thefe profeffions, ^^nd the afftc- 
tion of the people of York, of which he was entire- 
ly poflefled, although the magiftrates were devoted 
to Warwick, he marched towards that city, and 
was vifited by a deputation of the aldermen, who 
defired that he would chufe another road, that they 
might not be under a neceffity of refufins him ad- 
mittance. FJe now again repeated his tormer de • 
daration, touching his demand i and expoftulate<l 
with them in a modeft manner, upon the cruelty of 
refufing hirn admittarice into a city, from which he 
derived his title, aqd on which he l^ad conferred fa 
many beneBts ^ but, he depended more upon the 
attachment of the inhabitants, that) the ppwer <^ 
his eloquence ^ and was not difappointed in hi$ 
expectation. His partifans excited a comniotion in 
the city, and the magiftrates went forth again to 
offer him the keys, and flipulate for their being 
(^^empted from pillage. Edward agreed to all their . 

pro; • 
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^•^' '471* propofais ; and being admitted into York, ^ightod 
at the cathedral, where by a folemn oath, he con- 
firmed his former proteftatiom, that he would re- 
main a loyal fubjeft to Henry, and with refpcdt to 
his demand, touching his private inheritance, leave 
FaMari. it intirely to the determination of parliament. 
Poiyd.virg. Having thus obtained pofleflion of York, he faw 
his army daily increafe, and borrowed money of 
' the citizens for their fubfiftence ; 'till at let^th, 
■ when he had ajflembled a confiderable body t)f forces, 
*'he left a ftrong ^arrifon in the place, and began im 

* march for London. 

Marches ta The ncws of Edwafd's landing had no foooer 
«*>• reached the court of England, than commil&ons of 
array were iflued to the duke of Clarence, and the 
earls of Warwick and Pembroke, for raifing forces 
to rebel the invader : the marquis of Montacute, 
who had been lately appointed warden of thcScotr 
tilh Marc;hes, received an order to intercept Ed- 
ward in his mirch to York, and engage him before 
he fhould be in a condition to fight with any pro- 

* fpeft of fuccefs. Whether this nobleman had en- 
tered into '^^ new engagement with Edward, or 
wavered in his refolutions between a weak prince 
already on' the throne, and a powerful competitor^ 
with whom he hoped one day ^to be joined by the 
alliance of that marriage which had been formerly 
projefted •, certain it is, he remain^ quiet in his 
camp at Pontefrafl:, and allowed Edward to pafs 
unmolefted, within four miles of his ftation. When 
this prince arrived at Nottingham, he was joined 
by Sir William Stanley, Sir . William Parr, Sir 
Thomas Burgh, Sir William Norris, and a great 
number 'of other gentlemen with their vaffals. This 
jundtion encouraged him to publifh his claim to 
the crown ^ and his number was every hour aug» 
liientdd, during his progrefs towards London. Mean 

\ ivhile, the earl of Warwick having levied a *body 
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rf troops, advanced to Leiceftcr, in order to join ^ ^ w^* 
his brother Montacute, Ju>d receiving intelligence 
that Edward had taken the route to Coventry, he 
marched thither, with a view ,to hazard an engage- 
jjient. When the two armies wcrp in fight of each 
other, ,the earl receive^ a letter from the^duke of 
.Clarence, giving him to underftand that he was o^ 
the march to join him, and desiring, he would not 

f've Edward battle until he ihoijld arrive iivitH His 
. rces. In Compliance with this requeft, Warwick 
altered his refolution, aad allowed his aotagonifl:, (o 
proceed to London, believing that city would hol^ 
out until he 0iould advance to its relief. This was 
a very flagrant piece of mifcondutft, even fu{>- 
pofing him ignorant of the intelligence which thip 
icnemy carried on with the Londoners, as well af 
of the treachery of his own relations : he ought tp 
have known, that the rich merchants, who bad 
formerly lent fums of money to Edward, had no 
other profpeft of payment than that of his reftorar 
tion ; that all the ladies were devoted to a prince of 
his gallantry and perfonaf accompliihments, aud 
wcHild n^cefiarily influence their huibands and kindred 
in his behalf *, that the archbiihop of Canterbury, . 
ihe earl of Eilex, with fome other prelates ^nd no- 
blemen, were, well-.wiihers tq his caufe ; and, tha£ 
the fanduaries and franchifes of London and Weft* 
minfl:er contained above two tho^ifand of his parti* 
fans, including four hundred kmghts and gentle^ 
men, ready to cake arms in his .favour. Perhaps 
all thefe advantages might have proved inefl^^ftual^ 
jiad the archbifliop of York, to whofe care the per-^ 
fpn of Henry, and the city of London were com^ 
piicted, been true to the intereft of his brother 
Warwick. But, he had by this time made his 
peace with Edward, who, by his connivance, was 
admitted into the city, and feized king Henry in 
the palace of the bilbop of London. The arcH« 
^ biuiop 
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•A.c.Hri.bifhop v/as apprehended at the fame time, in order 
to fave appearances, and committed to prifon ; but, 
Rymer. i^ two days hc v/as rcleafed, and indulged with a 
Lciand. full pardon for all treafons' and mifdemeanours. 
Warwick is Mean while Warwick being joined by his fon'- 
^cfeatedandjj^ law Clarcnce, and his brother Montacute, ad- 
liattic pf vanced towards London ; and, on the thirceench day 
Bwet. ^£- April, Encamped .on a heath in the neighbour- 
hbod of Barnct, the town itfelf being poffefled by 
the troops 'of Edward, who had marched thither 
ito'm London to give him battle, in confequence 
tyf a meffage he had received from Clarence, im- 
'pott?ng that hc would joip^im with all his forces. 
In the night that preceded theadion, Richard duke 
t)f Glouccfter repaired without any fafd-guard to the 
tent of Clarence, where the two brothers embraced 
with :3A\ the marks of the moft cordial afFedtion; 
and ifter fome private difcourfe, they went off to- 
'gcther towards Edward's camp, with about twelve 
thoufand follQwer$. Immediately after this fcan- 
Jealous defertioh, he fent a meffenger to Warwick 
to cxcufe the part he had afted, and tell him he had 
rnade his peace with Edward, who had promifed to 
pardon him upon his fubmiffiOn. But the earl re* 
jefted the propofal with difdain, either believing 
. Edward infincere in his promife, or that he himfelf 
was ftilj able to cope with him in the field of battle. 
In all probability his brother Montacute had found 
means to convince tum of his fidelity, and was by 
this time determined to aft Heartily againft Edward j 
#therwife he would, on this Occafion, have imitated 
the example of Clarence. Early in the morning of 
the fourteenth day of April, the aftion began with 
incredible fury on both fides, which were exafperated 
againft each other to the moft virulent degree of 
rancour, that flighted friendfliip, perfonal animofity, 
and civil war could produce. The troops of War- 
Fac)k, though inferior in number to the enemy, 

fought 
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fought with a kind cf defperate refolution, fore- ^ ^- '471- 
.feeing they (hould be treated as rebels if van^uifhed ; 
and the earl himfelf was determined to conquer or 
die. Such was their impetuofity that Edward's 
firft line was obliged to give ground : and feme of 
his horfe riding full fpeed to London, reported that 
he was utterly defeated* In this emergemry, he or- 
dered his body of referve to advance and charge 
the enemy in flanl^ ; and this expedient was the 
more fuccefsful, as the earl of Oxford had pulhed 
the Yorklfts fo far, that Warwick's main body waal 
left defencelefs. That nobleman, however, no fconer 
recolledted this circumftance, than he wheeled abouc 
to rcfumc his ftation -, and that movement occafioned 
the lofs of the battle. The device on his arms and 
enfigns was a ftar Ihooting forth rays ; and that of 
Edward was a fun. The followers of Warwick 
feeing the ftar advancing through the medium of a 
fogi miftook it for Edward's ftandard, and fell 
upon their friends with fuch fury, that they were 
broken and difperfed before the earl of Oxford could 
reftify the fatal error. Thefe laft, •believing them- 
felves betrayed, fled towards the enemy with great 
precipitation. Other parts of Warwick's army fee- 
ing them fly, imagined they had been attacked in 
the rear, and of confequence that they themfelvea 
were furrounded : they began to be feized with con* 
fternation *, the panic fpread from rank to rank, and 
univerfal confufion enfued. Edward, taking the 
advantage of their diforder, charged them with re- 
doubled vigour \ and Warwick in vain ufed his ut- 
mod endeavours to rally and reanimate them by 
his own example. In former battles he had always * 
)Ught on horfeback, that he might ride along the 
nc, aifd perceive at once the particulars of the ae- 
on : but on this occafion he had fent away his 
orfe, and determined to fight on foot^ that his 
Jdiers tnight fee he was refolved toihare their fat€ • 

in 
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A.c. 1471. \^ the iffuc of the day. Evert this refolution con- 
tributed to his defeat ; becaufe he could not be per- * 
fonally prefent at every place where the men ftood 
in need of his direftion and afliftance ^ and they 
were no longer encouraged by the fight of their 
commander. After having exerted all his capacity 
as an officer and hero, in fruitlefs attempts, he 
rufhed into the hotted pare of the battle^ and fell 
covered with wounds ; and his brother Montacute, 
endeavouring to difengage him, met with the fame 
fate. All oppofition ended with the life of the 
two generals \ and about noon Edward obtained a 
complete victory over his enemies, five thoufand of 
v/hom were left dead upon the field ; though the 
carnage would not have been fo great had not the 
kkig forbid his foldiers to give quarter. The earl 
of Oxford fled into Wales, where the earl of Pem- 
broke was employed in raifing forces for the fervice 
of Warwick ; the duke of Exeter was wounded, 
firipped^ and left for dead on the field, where he 
remained till the evening, when he recovered the 
ufe of his fenfes, and made fliift to crawl to the 
houfe of one Rutland, where his wounds were 
cured; but hb was afterwards difcovered and im- 

JJ^' prifoned iftthe Tower. Nor was the viiStory blood- 
lefs to Edward, who loft the lord Berners and fif- 
teen hundred men, flain in the action. Such was^ 
the end of the famous earl of Warwick, who, from 
his great power, influence, military talents, and 
fortune, had acquired the epithet of the King- 
JMaker. He was certainly a nobleman of great 
abilities and magnanimity ; and if he had not been 
betrayed by thofe in whom he chiefly confided, Ed- 
ward would not have triumphed over the houfe of 
Lancafter. On the day that fucceedcd the battle, 
the king returned to London; arid ordered the naked 
bodies Qf Warwick and Montacute to be expofed 
in the cathedral of St* Paurs, froni whence they 

were 
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were carried to Bifham inBerkfliirc, and interred in^; ^-h?'. 
the priory founded by their anceftors of the Jioufe . 
of Montacute. 

Edward had not time to enjoy the fruits of his J^'IS^jf 
viftory, before he was Obliged to run the rifque of at wey- 
another battle. Margaret of Anjou, after a tedious "***"*^' 
and dangerous paiTage, landed on Eafter day ac 
Weymouth in Dorfetfhire, accompanied by the 
prince of Wales and Edmund duke of Somerfet, 
with a fmall body of French forces. When Ihe 
received the tidings of Warwick's death, and her 
hufband's imprifonment, all her former courage 
feemed to forfakc her : (he was overwhelmed with 
grief and confternation ; and took refuge with her 
fon in the fanftuary of Beaulieu, a Ciftercian mo- 
naftery in Hampftiire. Her fpirits, however, re- 
vived, when (he faw herfelf joined by John Cour- 
tenay earl of Devon, the vifcount Beaumont, . the 
lord Wenlock, Sir Hugh Courtenay, Sir John 
Beaufort, Sir Thomas Fulford, Sir John Fortefcue, 
Sir Thomas Trelham^ Sir Gervafe Clifton, Sir Tho- 
mas Seymour, and 'other gentlemen with their vaf- 
fals and adherents. She then took the field, and 
marching through the counties pf Devon and So- 
merfet, her followers increafed to a very confidera- 
ble army; until (he advanced to Tewkflbury in 
Glouccfterftiire, from whence (he propofed to 
march towards Wales, and join the earl of Pem- 
broke. 

This fcheme, however, was defeated by the vi- ^« ^^** 
gilance, and activity of Edward, who profcribed bury, 
her and all her adherents by proclamation, and be- 
gan his march immediately towards the banks of 
the Severne, in order to engage her before (he (hould 
be joined by the earl of Pembroke. As (he had 
been denied entrance into Gloucefter, where (he pur- 
pofed to crofs the river, (he had marched to Tewkef- 
bury with die fame defign ^ but Edward was fo 

clofe 
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A. d. 1471 clofe at her heels, that (he could not pafs the $e- 
verne without expofing her rear to deftru<5tion : ii 
was .therefore refolved in a council of war, that her 
army fhould be intrenched in a park adjoining to 
the town, and remain in that fltuation till the arri- 
val of Pembroke. This fcheme w^s immediately 
put in execution ; and Ed>Vard coming Up, refolved 
to attack them in their intrenchments before they 
fliould be better fortified or reinforded. For this 
purpofe he drew up his army in two lirles, one of 
which was Commanded by his brothef the duke of 
Gloucefter, while he and Clarence took their ftatiori 
in the fecond. The duke of Somerfet difpofcd the 
queen's army in three lines within the intrehch* 
ments ; and he himfclf commanded the van, that 
he might fuftain the firft (hock of the enemy. The 
fecond line was commanded by the lord Wenlock, 
under the prince of Wales, who was confidered as 
general in chief; and the rear was cOndufted by the 
duke of Devonlhire. Edward obferVing that So- 
merfet had left fome openings in the front, thro' 
whidh he ptopofed to (ally, and being well ac^. 
quainted with the impetuous difpofition of that no- 
bleman, direfted his brother Gloucefter, who begart 
the attack, to decoy Somerfet from his lAtrerich- 
ments, by giving ground and retreating with pre-^ 
cipitation, until he (hOuJd fee the duke and his liiie 
in the open plain, and then to turn and renew the 
charge v «n which cafe he (hould be properly fuf- 
tained. Gloucefter, being thus inflruded, attacked 
the intrenchments with great vigour, and meeting 
with a very warm reception, retired in (bch hur^y 
and feeming confufion, that the duke of Somerfet 
believing they fled, fallied forth from his works to 
purfue them, after having fent an order to Wenlock 
to follow and fuftain him, in cafe of emergency. 
The duke of Gloucefter having drawn his antago^ 
ivift intQ the open plain, praftifcd With great iuc- 

cef9 
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Ccfs the leffon he had received. His troops halting, ^' ^- '*7i. 
were inftantly ranged in their former order; and he 
fed them back to the charge, to the aftonilhmsnt 
and confternation of the enemy, who had begun 
the purfuit in fome diforder, and were now fo con- 
founded, that, inftead of (landing the aflault, they 
thought of nothing but faving themfelves withia 
their intrepchments. The duke of Somerfet per-* 
ceiving that the lord Wenlock had not ftirred from 
his fcation to fupport the firft line, was fo incenfed 
that he rode up and cleft his head with a battle-ax ; 
and the duke of Gloucefter entering the intrench- 
ments with the fugitives, made a terrible carnage; 
The young prince of Wales, feeing all his army 
in confufion, did not know on which fide to turn j 
and the duke of Somerfet was fo choaked with in* 
dignation, that Ke could hardly fpeak, much left 
take the neceflary fteps for reducing his troops to 
order. King Edward, following his brother with 
the (econd line, completed the overthrow of the 
queen's army, which was routed with great flaugh* 
ter, the fecond and third lines having betaken them- 
felves to flight, without ftriking one ftroke. The 
earl of Devonfliire and Sir John Beaufort were found 
among the dead, which amounted to three thoufand ; 
the duke of Somerfet, the great prior of St. John, 
and about twenty other gentlemen, retired to the ' 
abbey- church, thinking they would have been fafe 
in the fanduary : from which,* however, they were f^n^i^„- 
forcibly dragged to execution. The prince of stgwe/ 
Wales falling into the hands of his enemies, was 
brought into ^hc prefence of Edward, who, with an * 
air of infolerice, demanded how he durft prefume 
to enter his kingdom in arms ? To this arrogant 
quefiion he^ replied, with great fortitude and dig- 
nity, that he had come to recover his father's crown 
and his own inheritance, which Edward had unjuftly 
ufurped. He bad nQ fooner pronounced thefe wordit 
N^» 43. ,1 whichi 
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A. a 147 ». which would have excited the admiration and eftecm 
PrirceEd- of z gencfous enemy, than Edward ftruck hina on 
natdtf " the face with his gauntlet, and retired ; and this 
the queen fj^cms to have been a preconcerted lignal to the 
fentprifoncr ^ukcs of Clarence and. Gbuccfter, the lord Haftings, 
Tower. and Thomas Grey, the fon of queen Elizabeth, 
who inftantly fell upon him like fo many wild beads, 
and hewed him in pieces. His mother Margaret 
of Anjou, being found on the field of battle in a 
waggon, where (he lay more dead than alive, was 
icnt prifoner to the Tower, where (he remained 
^bout four years, until the king of France payed 
fifty thoufand crowns for her ranfom. Such was 
the cataftrophe of this French princefs, whofe ambi- 
don and arbitrary temper coft England oceans of 
tlood and incredible mifery, and involved herfclf 
and her whole family in ruin. 
thTBaftaid ( The battle of Tewkefbury, which was fought on 
Falcon- ^hc fourth day of May, extingui(hed the hopes of 
"^ ^** the houfe of Lancafter, though, there was ftill a 
fmall army in the field, under the command of the 
^rl of Pembroke : but this difperfed of its own 
accord,.^upon hearing the news of the engagement ^ 
and the earl, leaving the defence of Pembroke to Sir 
John Scudamore, fled into Brittany, with his nephew 
Henry the young earl of Richmond. While Ed* 
ward was thus employed in the Weft, Thomas Ne- 
vil Baftard of Falconbridge, who ha^ been created 
vice-admiralof the channel during the adminiftrati- 
' , on of Warwick, and loft his employment after the 
death of that nobleman, aflfembled fome veflels, 
and enlifting a good number of vagabonds^ and 
people of de(i>erate fojctunc* cruized along the coaft 
of Kent, exercifmg the trade of piracy. At length 
bis followers increafed to fuch a degree, that he 
. ventured to make a defoent at Sandwich •, and was 
admitted into Canterbury by Nicholas Faunte the 
mayor.; . H^g nutftber daily .augmeniing, he began 
'. ./ 2 ~ his 
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liis march for London, it the heaJof (evenreen thou- a-*^- '47«» 
, fand men ; and on the fourteenth day of May en- 
tered the fuburbs of Souihwark, but found himfelf 
excluded from London-bridge by the citizens, who 
had by this time received the news of the battle of 
Tcwkefbury. He detached part of his army crofs 
the river, with orders to attack the city in three ' 
different places, while iie himfelf fhould ftorm the 
-bridge ; and one of his detachments forced its way 
through Aldgate into the city, but was repulfed by 
the valour of alderman Robert Baffet. This at- 
tempt mifcarrying, and the infurgents dcferting 
their leader, in» confequence of che difappointment, 
Thomas embarked ort board of his fliips at Black-^ 
wall, and failed round to Sandwich. Mean white 
Edward, returning to London with a body of threc' - 
thoufand men, purfucd him to the place of his re- 
treat, and reduced the town, after Nevil had made 
his efcape by fea ; b^at he was afterwards taken and 
executed at Southampton. Fabiaii. 

This infurreftion in all probability haftened the Death of 
death 6f the unfortunate Henrjr, who was found y?.^ ^^^^ 
dead in the Tower, to which he had been confined 
fincethe reftoration of Edward. The greater part 
of hiftoriafis has alledged that he was aflaflinated by 
the duke of Gloucefter, who was a prince of the moft 
brutal difpofition ; while fome moderns, from an 
aflfe&ation of Angularity, affirm that Henry died 
of grief and vexation. This, no doubt, might 
have been the cafe ; and it muft be owned that no- 
thing appears in hiftory, froni which either Edward 
or Richard could be convifted of having contrived 
or perpetrated this murder: but at the fame time, 
we muftobferVe fome concurring circumftanceS that 
amount to ftrong prefurtnptions againft the reigning 
monarch. Henry was of a hale Conftitirtion, But 
juft turned of fifty, naturally infenfibfe of affli^ton, 
and hackneyed in the viciflitudes of fortune ; fo 
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A.C. 1471. that one would not txpt& he (hould have died o^ 
age and infirmity, or that his life v/ould have been 
affeftcd by grkf arifing from his laft difaftcr. Hi& 
fudden death was fufpicious, as well as the con» 
junfture at which he died, immedisfctely after the 
fuppreflion of a rebellion, which fcemed to declare 
that Edward would never be quiet, while the head 
of the hotrfe of Lancafter remained alive : and 
laftly, the fufpicion is confirmed by the charafters 
of the reigning king and his brother Richard, who 
were bloody, barbarous, and unrelenting. Very 
different was the difpofitiopof the ill-fated Henry, 
wIk), without any princely virtue or qualificatioft^ 
was totally free from cruelty and revenge : on the 
contrary, he could not, without rcludlance, conlent 
to the punilhmcnt of thofe malefadors who were 
facrificed to the public fafety ; and frequently fu& 
tained perfonal indignities of the grofleift nature, 
without difcQvering the leaft mark of refentment* 
He was chafte, pious, compaffionate, and charita^ 
ble, and fo inoflTehfive, that the bi(hop, who was 
his confeilbr for ten years, declared,, that in ail 
stowt. that time he had never committed any fin that re* 
Hoiiiiigmci qyired penance or rebuke. In a word, he would 
have adorned a cloifter, though he difgraced a 
crown ; and was rather refpe&able for thofe vices 
he wanted, than for the virtues he poflefled. He 
founded the college of Eaton near Windfbr, and 
King's college in Cambridge, for the reception of 
thofe fcholars who had begun their ftudies at Eaton. 
On the morning that fucceeded his ckatb^ his body 
was expofed in St. PauPs church, in order to pre- 
vent unfavourable conjectures,, and next day fent 
by water to the abbey of Chertfey, where it was 
interred ; but it was afterwards removed, by order 
of Richard III. to Windfor, and there buried with 
great funeral folemnity. 

■ « * ' 
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Edward being now firmly eftablifhed on cl^^«c*47«» 
l^one of England, ailembled qn the third day of 
July, ten btJhops, five dukes, fix earls, fourteen 
barons. Sir William Courtenay, and ten other con* 
fiderable knights in the Parliament-Chamber, where 
they fwore they would maintain and fupport the fuc- 
ceffion of the crown in his family i and took the oath 
of eventual allegiance to his fon Edward, whom he 
had juft created prince of Wales, duke of Cornwall, 
and earl of Chefter. The king granted a pardon 
to William Wainfleet biihop of Winchefter, and 
leven other prelates who had been parcifans of the 
houfe of Lancailer ; but George Nevil archbifliop 
of York, to whofe intereft his reftoration was in a 
great meafure owing, hefent into exile, and impri- 
foned in the caftle of Guifnes for feveral years^ 
during which Edward enjoyed the revenues of his 
fee, after having feized all his other effedts. The 
dignity of great chamberlain of England, vacant 
by the death of Warwick, was conferred upgn 
Richard duke of Gloucefter, who afterwards re- 
figned it to. Clarence, upon being promoted to the 
oflke of conftable. The government of Calais 
was bellowed upon Anthony Wideville earl of Ri- 
vers, the queen's brother : but the garrifon refufed 
to admit any perfon in that Quality, except the 
lord Mailings, who was therefore appointed go^ 
yernor 5 and Sir John Howard was nominated 
•his deputy. The remaining part of the year was h!2[ cioy- 
employed in negotiations with different potentates. ^*"<*- 
The truce with Scotland had been frequently vio- Trcatiei 
lated during the troubles; and as the fentiments of^ f^*^^, 
both kings were altogether pacific with refped to 
each other, a congrefs was opened at Alnewick, tp 
adjuft and compromife all difierences: the truce 
was confirmed, but the negotiation continued two 
years, during which the Englifh ambafiadors were 
inftruAed to propofe a match between the 3cottiIh 
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A. c. 1471. ting and a princcfs of England. On the thirtieth 
day of September,^ the truce for thirty years with 
Brittany was confirmed ; and another was con-, 
eluded for eight months with Lewis XL king of 
France, though Edward had very little reafon to be 
fatisfied with the conduft of that monarch :' but his 
kingdom being quite exhauftcd by the civil wars, 
he was not yet in a condition to execute the fchemes 
Kymer. Qf \^\^ refentment. He did not, however, depend 
fo niuch upon thefe treaties, as to negleft the neccf- 
fary means for putting his kingdom in a pofture of 
A.«- 147*. defence. He convoked a parliament, which met 
on the fixth day of Oftober, and obtained from the 
commons a fupply for the maintenance of thirteen 
thoufand archers, together with a tenth from the 
lords fpiritual and temporal. During this feffion, 
commifiioners were, appointed to treat with the de- 
puties of the Hanfe towns, about renewing the an- 
tient league between England and that alliance, 
which had been violated by depredations in the 
courfe of the civil war. A difference of the fame 
nature with the Flemings was alfo accommodated % 
and the old confederacy with Portugal confirmed 
by letters patent. 
The earl •£ While Edward thus endeavoured to ftrcngthen 
Oxford h'ls throne with foreign alliances, his tranquility was 
J^fcirpt**!!! a little invaded by the return of the earl of Oxford^ 
Waits. ^ho had retired to France after the battle of Tew- 
kesbury. This nobleman, meeting with a very 
cold reception from Lewis, affembled about one 
hundred men of defperate fortunes, and landing at 
St. Michael's Mount in Cornwal, took the place 
by furpri^e. The king, alarmed at this exploit, 
ordered a detachment of troops to march againft 
him before he (hould have time to form an army 5 
and being inVefted, he furrcndered on promife of 
life ; but he loft his liberty and eftate, which Ed- 
ward confifcated> without allowing the leaft trifle for 
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the fubfiftence. of his countefs, who was fifter to the ^.c 1472* 
earl of Warwick ; and he himfelf was conveyed to 
the caftle of Hiammes near Calais, where he remain- 
ed twelve years a prifoner. . John Holland duke of 
Exeter^ who had been left for dead en the field at 
Barnet, retired to the fanftuary at Weftminfterj 
and intreated his wife, who was Edward's fifter, to 
employ her good offices in bis behalf : they had 
lived feparate fince the beginning of the civil war. 
She was now fo far from befriending him with her 
brother, that (he defired the fcparation might be 
confirmed by law -, arid flie obtained her requeft, 
although no fufficient caufe could be fhewn for fuch 
confirmation. The duke, feeing himfelf precluded 
from all hope of pardon, and tired of living in con- 
finement on the charity of a few friends, quitted 
his afylum fo privately, that no perfon knew the 
lime or manner of his retreat ; and in about two 
years after he difappeared, his body was found on 
the fea-fide in the county of Kent- This nobleman 
was the laft branch of the houfe of Lancafter that 
could give Edward any difturbance, except the earl 
of Richmond, who refided at the court of Brittany 
with his uncle Pembroke ; and although thefe were 
in no condition to interrupt the quiet of his reign, 
he eagerly defired to have the young earl in hig 
power. For this purpofe he fent ambafladors to the 
duke of Bretagne, demanding they fhould be deli- 
vered up : but that prince would not fo far violate 
the laws of hofpitality, as to comply with his de- 
mand ; though he aflured Edward he would keep 
them in fuch a manner, that they (hould never dif- 
turb his government ; and in confideration of this 
promife the king payed a yearly penfion, on pre- 
tence of a maintenance for the two prifoners. The 
fears of Edward being appeafed by this convention, 
he teftified his gratitude to Lewis de Bruges lord 
of Gruthuyfen, by whom he had been fo hofpitably 
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A. c. 1471. ^ntertaiticd in Holland, and created him a peer <^ 
England by the title of earl of Winchefter, after h? 
Aa. p«b. j^^^ ^^^^ naturalized by the parliament. 

The duke During thefe tranfaftions in England, Lewis XI, 
of Burgundy of Francc underftanding that there was a treaty of 
Fn^(«. marriage on foot between his brother the duke of- 
Guienne, and the daughter of Charles duke of 
Burgundy, refolved to prevent an alliance which 
muft have fornned fuch an intimate connexion be- 
tween his own family and that houfe which he 
wanted to humble : he therefore caufcd a dofe of 
flow poifon to be adminiftered to the duke of 
Guienne. In the mean time he concluded a truce 
for a whole year with the duke of Burgundy, whq' 
willingly agreed to the fufpenfion, as he had al- ^ 
ready loft Amiens and St. Quintin by the war, j, 
which of himlelf he was not able to maintain. In 
a few Weeks after the conclufion of this treaty the 
duke of Guienne died, and Lewis feized his ducchy 
without oppofition. Then the duke of Bumundy 
perceived that he had been duped by the French. 
king, who had negotiated the truce, that he might 
be at liberty to execute his defign upon Guienne i 
and he was fo inflamed with refentment at finding 
himfelf over-reached, that he entered Francc with 
an army, wafting* the coiyitry With fire and fword. 
The duke of Brittany, whofc fchemes were fruftrated 
by the death of the duke of Guienne, refolved to 
join Burgundy in prneft, as the only ipeans prac^ 
ticable for their miitual prefervation ; but Lewis fuf- 
petting that he would take this refolution, had al- 
ready ordered a body of troops to aflfemble in An- 
jou, in order to overawe his condu<ft. Mean while 
Charles made himfelf matter of Nefte and Royc, 
- and inverted Bcauvais, which, however, he could 
not reduce. From thence he marched into Nor- 
mandy, in hope of being joined by the duke of 
Breca^ne, who could not ftir from his ,own domi-- 
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tHons ; though Lewis by keeping his army in Ah* a* ^ >47s- 
jou, left Normandy and Picardy at the mercy of 
the Burgundians. At length, however, the French 
kmg found means to make a feparate truce with 
Brittany ; and the duke of Burgundy finding him« 
ielf abandoned by his ally, followed his example in 
concluding a truce with Lewis, which was frequent* 
ly prolonged. 

The fuccceding year is. very barren of events in ThepariU* 
]^ngland, where the parliament, which had been pro- "^^P'^^ 
togued, met on the eighth day of February, and Aunption. ^ 
granted a fifteenth as ai\ additional fubfidy to the 
tenth which had been voted in the preceding fefiion. 
This aflemblywas again prorogued to thefixch day 
cf Odober, when an aft was pafied for the refomp* 
tion of all grants of lands and offices, in order to 
improve the king's revenue. The kingof Portu- Rot. pvI, 
gal, in this interval, demanded the reftitution of 
Ibmc veflfels which had been taken by the Englifh 
from his fubjefts ; but as it appeared in the courfe 
cf the enquiry, that they had been pillaged by the 
Baflard'of F^tconbridge during his rebellion, the 
king of Portugal defiited from his demand. The 
treaty of AIncwick, which had been long depending, ' 
was now concluded to the fatisfaftion of th^ Eng- 
lifh'and Scpttifh nations. The difpuces with the 
Hanfe towns were anncably terminated, and the 
.antient alliance was renewed with Denmark. 

Immediately after the condufion of the truce a. c, 1474. 
between France and Burgundy^ Charles had in- The duke of 
vaded Guelderland, as a donatio^ made to him by „^^^^ 
Arnold duke of that country, who had quarrelled the iie^ of 
with his own fon Adolphus.' On this pretence the ^"y** 
duke of Burgundy entered Guekkrland, defeated 
and took Adolphus, and reduced the whole dutchy 
under his dominion. Then he refolved to extend 
his conquefts on the fide of Germany, as ibon as an 
ppporcuoity 0iould ofitr. A conteft for the arch* 
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At c. If 74. biflibpf ic of Cologne happea^g between R^ert of 
Bavaria and the brother ctf the landgrave of Hefle, 
he cfpoufcd the caufe.of the/ormcr, and uiidertook 
the fiege of Nuys, a ftrong town in the archbilho- 
pric, which he hoped to reduice before the expiracioa 
of his truce with Lewis : but that prince, by his in- 
trigues, railed fuch obftacles to his fuccefs, as he 
could by no means furmount. At his inftigation 
the emperor Frederic raifed a numerous army, to 
compel him to raife the fiege ; and a confederacy; 
was formed againfl him by the Swifs, the dukes of 
Auflria and Lorraine. Thus circumfta^ced, he 
faw no other way to free himfelf from the perfecu- 
tion of Lewis, but that of prevailing upon Edward 
king of England, to make a powerful diver(i9n in 
Franco ; and for this purpofe he fent ambaffadors 
to London while he continued at Nuys, which he 
befieged for ten months without fuccefs. In order 
tp engage Edward in his views, he promifcd to join 
him with all his forces, as foon as he fhould make 
a decent in Picardy ; he flattered him with the. 
hope of St. Quin tin's being delivered to him by 
the conftable of St.- Pol, and of the duke of Bre- 
tagne's entering into their aflfociation. He at the 
fame time amuTed the Englifli monarch with an ac- 
count of a correfpondence which he maintained 
with the French princes, and perfuaded him that 

Mfwrai ^^^ conqueft of France would be much eafier a^; 

€0^9. this juncture, than it had been during the reign of 
the fixth Charles. 

Bawardconr Edward louged With impaticncc for fuch an op? 

fcparate''* portunity of being revenged upon Lewis •» and every 

^^aties with thing feemed to confpire to the ruin of that turbu« 
prince, j^^^ prince, who would not have been able to cope 
with three fuch formidable enemies, had they a£be4 
againft him with unanimity : but the fole a)m of 
Charles was to procure fuch a diverfion in prance, 
as wouid prevent Lewis from interrypting^ his ow{;is^ 
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progrefs in Germany, Neverthelefs, he pretended ^- ^ H7f 
to be hearty in his refolution to aflift Edward in 
making a conqueft of France, and invefted his am- 
baflfadors with full powers xo treat on this fubjedt. 
yhe conferences were immediately begun by thq 
plenipotentiaries of both fides -, and in July, they 
figned divers treaties relating ta that important en-r 
terprizc. The firft was a league of friendfliip, aU 
liance, and confederacy, between Edward and the 
duke of Burgundy, who engaged to aflifl: each other 
with all their power. 1 hefecond comprehended 
certain particular conventions, relating ,to the war 
againft France* Thefe imported, Ihat Edward 
(hould invade France before a certain fpecified time, 
at the head of ten thoufand men at leaft, in order to , 
recover his dutchies of Guienne and Normandy, to- 
gfether with the whole kingdom : That the duke of 
Burgundy fhould perfonally affift him with all hi$ 
forces, in thecxecutionof thisdefign : That the king 
Ihould liften to no propofal of peace or truce, with- 
out the duke's confent -, and that the duke (hould 
aft in the fame manner with refpeft to Edward ; 
That both princes ftiould proclaim war againft 
Lewis as their common enemy : That,, if cither of 
them fhould be befieged, or find it neceflary to give 
battle, the other fhould join him with all his forces, 
and at his own cxpence, that they might (hare the . 
fame fate ; and that their lieutenants Ihould aft on 
the fame principle : That immediately after the de- 
claration of war, the two allies fhould attack their 
common enemy in the mofl convenient places, and 
in fuch a manner as that they fhould be at hand to 
affift each other : That the war being once begun^ 
one party fhould not defift while the other fhould 
proceed with his operations ; and, that in cafe of 
one*a being abfent, his lieutenant fhould obey the 
other in every thing relating to the common advanr 
tageof the allies* The third treaty regulated the 
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A.C/474. number of troops that each obliged himfelf to fur^ 
nifh for the expedition : aiwi the fourth contained ^ 
donation to the duke of Burgundy, of feveral pro- 
vinces in France, with which Edward promifed to 
recompence his friendlhip and afliftance. Th^ 
fifth convention related to the payment of the 
troops furnifhed by the duke of Burgundy ; and 
the laft was expedited in form of letters patent, by 
which the duke impowered and allowed Edward 
and his fucccflTors, kings of France, to enter 
Rhcims, and be confecrated with the holy oil, with- 
out moleftation. This article was neceflary, becaufe 
jt^raw. ?^'l Champagftc was ceded to Charles as part of the 

donation, 
h^tiSl^l^ We are not to fuppofe that either party imagined 
ditioninto France could be conquered by the forces they in- 
fi*nce. tej^^jed to aflcmble for this expedition. They en- 
deavoured to deceive one another ; for as we have 
already obfervcd, the duke had no other view than 
that of making a diverfion, and Edward's ambi- 
tion was limited to the recovery of Normandy and 
Guienne. Thofe treaties being ratified, and ap- 
proved by the parliament in its fifth feflion, which 
granted the neceffary fuppHes, the king began to 
;flue commilTions for. levying troops % and in the 
mean time, fcnt ambafladors to different courts of 
Europe, to form new alliances, or at lead prevent 
the union of the feveral powers with his enemy. 
The peace with Scotland was cemented by a con- 
traft of marriage between Edward's fecond daugh- 
ter Cecilia, and James the fon and heir of James 
III, king of that country ; and the parties being 
infants, were affianced by proxy. In the mean time, 
Edward engaged to pay twenty thoufand marks as 
her portion, at different terms, on condition of re- 
touching the fum, in cafe the marriage fliould not 
.take efFedt. The truce was prolonged for fix atnd 
forty years ; and the two kings engaged mutually 
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to alTiil each other in fuppreffing all rebellions. Ed- a*^- h74* 
ward having taken thefe prudent precautions to Aa, Pub. ^ 
fcreen his dominions from hoftile invafion, carried 
on his preparations with redoubled vigour ; and a& 
the fubfidies granted by parliament would not an^ 
fwer the expence of the expedition, he folicited a 
benevolence or free-gift from his fubjefts, accord- 
ing to their abilities. This expedient fucceeded to *• ^' '^^s- 
his wi(h. Some contributed with a good grace ; 
pthers were gained over by the eloquence and infinu- 
ation of Edward : the female fex exerted them- 
felves in favour of a prince whom they admired. 
Many individuals chbfe rather to part with their 
money, than run the rifqiie of incurring his indig- 
nation ; and a war with France was a very popular 
pretence at this junfture. The king did not fcruple 
to vifit particular perfons, and receive thc;ir aflif- 
tance in perfon. Among others, he addrefled him- 
felf to a rich widow, who tpld him fhe could not 
help contributing twent^ pounds to a handfomc 
young prince who begged with fuch a good grace : 
Edward, in return for this compliment, approached^ 
and kifled her with great cordiality ; and fhe was fo 
well pleafed with the unexpefbed honour, that fhe 
doubled her benevolence. Of the new levies three 
thoufand men were deftined for the fervice of the 
duke of Brittany, who, though he had changed hisf 
truce with Lewis into a perpetual peace, no fooner 
underftood that a league was formed by the king of 
England and the duke of Burgundy, than he pri- 
vately defired to be comprehended in the treaty 5 
and his requeft being granted, this body of troops^ 
commanded by the lords Audley and De Duras, npner. 
was deftined. for his c|efence. 

Edward having aflembled an army of fifteen hun- He ito* 
dred men at arms, fifteen thoufand archers on Trinyrt 
^horfeback, and a great aumber of infantry, ap- caJ"^- 
pointed his fon Edward prince of Wales^ though an 
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A. 0.1475; infant, guardian of the kingdotn, and embarked 
at Sandwith for Calais, on the twentieth day of 
June^ though .he was fo ill provided with tran- 
fports, that he fpcnt three weeks in conveying his 
troops to the continent. On his arrival at Calais, 
he Tent an herald to fummon Lewis to deliver up 
the crown and kingdom of France, which he ofurp - 
ed ; and, in cafe of a reftifal, to denounce war and 
vengeance. The French king having heard the he- 
rald^s meffage without emotion, replied, he was 
well informed, that Edward had not taken this vio- 
knt ftep of his own accord, but at the inftigation of 
the duke of Burgundy, and the conft^le de St. 
Pol ; and, defired him to tell his mafter, that he 
would be deceived by both thefe allies. He afketi 
ieveral queftions ; and by the heraJd*s anfwersi un- 
derftood that the propereft perfons to whom he 
could addrefs himfelf, in cafe he fhould have occa- 
lion to make propofals of peace, were the lords Ho- 
ward aaad Stanley : then he prdented the meffenger 
with three hundred crowns, and thirty yards of vel- 
vet for a robe, and difmifled him with great cour- 
tefy. 
^».^*^*p- Mean .while Edward advanced into Picardy, 
Stedukcof where he expefted to be joined by the duk(?of Bur- 
BttTRundy. gundy : but that prince, inftead of fulfilling his en- 
gagement with his ally, was (till employed in the 
liege of Nuys. He obftinately perfifted in that en- 
terprize, although the emperor had approached the 
place with an army four times as numerous as that 
which he commanded, and harrafled him in fuch a 
manner, that he could not proceed with his Opera- 
tions ; at the fame time Sigifmund duke of Auftria 
made himfelf mafter of Fcretti, the duke of Lor- 
• rain ravaged Luxemburg, and his truce with France 
was no iboner expired, than Lewis induced* Itoye, 
Corbie, and Montdidier. Notwithftanding all this 
t)ppofuion^ ho would not.raife the Hege until Ed- 
ward 
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ward-threatened to rcijouace his alliance ; then he^^-.'VsC 
Confented) that the place fliould be delivpred into 
the haods of the pope's legate, in order to be dif? 
pofed of according to the arbiwation of h^ holinefs ; 
but) when he raifed the fiege, . his army was in fuch 
4 condition, that he y/2LS /obliged to put the troops 
in quarters erf refreflimcRt, white he himfelf fet put 
with a fmall body to.excpfe. hiuiielf in perfon t( 
Kdwardi The king of England could hardly, digcl 
this;COilduA of his aljy 5:4ii>d:. begaQ xo perceive^ 
that he had .engaged. in. war fof the intereft of anor 
therpower> inftea^ qf ijEs, being undq;^kea for thj 
Tupport of his owa pre^nlians. He was ftill^mor? 
confirmied in this opinion, whep jie law the duke 
of BurgiHidy .»could not Jfviffer his trpops to. erit^r 
Peronne, except in fmaiLptnarmed comp^njesj anq' 
ihat the canftabla of .Sx^ Pol refufed to, deliver uq 
St- Quimirv, 'Whioh he had promiied to put into jthe^ 
bands of JBdward, as a..piedgp fqr.his.pbfervancejo^ 
the treaty. Edward ifindiiig himfelf thus abandon- 
ed by the' duke of Burgundy and the ,conftable, 
while the duke of Bretagne took no (^ep towards 
the performance of articles^ and the majcontents of 
France did not feem inclined to raife the leaft comj- 
motion ; was equally mortified and perplexed in hi^ 
refolution i and heartily repented of having eitv- 
barked in the.expedULion. 

: While he. remained thus embarrafled in i^*^? conMm^M 
thought^, a French gentleman, who had been taken fepac^te : 
prifoner, was.rcleafed.by his order-, and the lords ?^^i,^*^ 
Howard and St^anley defiring him to prefent their 
liefpeAs to the king of Francp, he complied with 
their defire. Lewis qonduded from this compli- 
loent, that the. court of England wanted to enter 
into a negotiation, but were unwilling to make the 
firft advance *, a^d afr k^> hjirs^Qlf had no fcruples of 
that nature, he refolv^ to fpare Edwafd the^confu- 
Jfen of Jolli^iting a tPOiaty, ; H§ forthwith ord^cd a 
. ^\. heralds 
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^•^- H75- herald*s coat to be made for a man^ with whoft dJf- 
iretion and addrefs he was well acquainted j and 
having Jnftruclcd him for th« purpofe, ftnt hini to 
the Englifh army, to demand a fafe-condu6l'for 
the ambafladors of France, that they m%ht come 
iand tfeat of a pacification. He addrefled himfelf 
to the lords Howard and Stanley -, and they itttro- 
duced him to the king, who received his meflage in 
good parr, granted the fafe-conduft which he de- 
manded, and difmifltfd him with a confideraWe pre- 
fcnr. The lord Stanfey, and two other noblemen,* 
Were appointed as plenipotentiaries to treat with 
the French ambafladors, in the neighbourhood of 
Amiens, between the two armies ; and, on the 
twenty-eighth day of Auguft, the peace was con- 
cluded, on condition. That Lewis fliould pay feven- 
ty-five thoufand crowns, to indemnify Edward for 
the expence of the armament ; on the receipt of 
which, the king of England (hould immediately 
retire with his forces : That Lewis fhpukl likewife 
grant him an annuity of fifty thoufaild crowns : 
That the dauphin of France (hould marry the 
princefs ERzabeth, daughter of Edward, and fettle 
fixty thoufand livres a year upon her as a jointure : 
and. That neither party Ihould encourage civil 
wars in the other's kingdom j but that both fliould 
aflift each other in fupprefling the rebellion of their 
ccmJirff. fubjcfts. On this occafion it was alfb ajgreed^ That 
^ymw. Margaret of Anjou fliould be fet at liberty for the 
ranfom of fifty thoufand crowns, which Lewis pay- 
ed, on her father's engaging to convey to him and 
his heirs the fuccefllon of Provence and Anjou, 
which he inherited as the defcendant of Beatrix, 
daughter of Raymund Berenger U. count of Pro- 
vence. 

The duke of Burgundy no fooner underftrood that 
a treaty was on the carpet, between Lewis and Ed- 
Vard, than he repaired to the Englifli army, in or- 
der 


der t6 prevent its taking cfFeft ; bur, before he ar- ^-^ut^ 
rived, ihc peace was ratified, and Edward gave x„^^i^ 
him to underftand, that he might, if be would, be between th« 
comprehended in the treaty, together with his other ^rthr"^* 
allies, the duke of Bretagne and the condable. bridge of 
Charles was fo incenfcd at this accommodation, that ^^""'^^^ 
he rejefted Edward's oiFer with difdain, and return- 
ed to his own country glowing with refencment 
againft the king of England. The conftable exert- 
ed all his endeavours in perfdading Edward to re- 
nounce the treaty. He e^en offered to deliver St. 
Quinctn into his hands, and accommodate him with 
the h>an of fifty tfaoufand crowns * but the Englifh 
monarch was not fo weak as to recommence the 
war upon the promifes of a perfon whom he had 
^reat reafon to fufped of infincerity. Before his 
return to England, he and Lewis agreed to have 
an interview on the bridge of Pequigny, with a 
barrier between them. The French king was ac- 
<tompanied by the cardinal of Bourbon,, and five 
other noblemen, and Edward was attended by fome 
of the Englifli nobility. After they had ratified 
the treaty upon oath, Lewis invited Edward to Pa- 
ris, where he faid the ladies would endeavour to 
entertain him agreeably, and ihould he be tempted 
to commit any piccadillo, he fhould have for his 
confeflbr the cardinal of Bourbon, who would not 
be very rigid in pomt of penance. The two kings 
rallied one another with great good humour, untrl 
Lewis n»de a fignat for his attendaiits to withdraw : 
the Englifh likewife retired on^their fide, and theii: 
npfters conferred together a confiderable time; 
their converfation turned upon the duke of Bur- 
gundy, Bretagne, and the condaUe. Le^is defifing 
to know the fentinFients of Edward touching thefe 
three allies ; the king of England told him, that 
if the duke of Burgundy and the conftable fliould 
refufe to be comprehended in the treaty, the king 
N^- 43. K of 
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A. C. 1475* of France might aft towards them according to h}i$ 
own pleafure •, but, that (hould the duke of Brittany 
^ be attacked, he would aflift him with all his power. 

The tendernefs which Edward cxprefled for thac 
prince, proceeded from his having in bis power the 
ible remaining branch of the houfe of Lancafter, by 
whofe means he could at any time have raifed com- 
motions in England ; and therefore Edward thought 
proper to cultivate the duke'jB friendfhip. Lewis 
did not prefs him upon thi$ fubjeft j and the two 
kings parted very well fatisfied vylth each other. 
^crfiomt" ^^^ French king repaired to Amiens, accom-* 
thcEngiifh panied by the lord Howard, who remained as hof- 
fouafcUors. ^^^g^ f^^ Edward's performance of articles; an4 

this nobleman, while the king waflicd his hands^ 
gave his majefty to underftand, that Edward was 
.not averfe to an excurfion to Paris. Lewis made 
no reply to this infinuation, until it was repeated » 
and then he faid, that the war in which he wajj 
engaged witjh the duke of Burgundy would not 
-permit him to go to Paris; and therefore he wa$ 
forry he could not have the honour of receiving the 
vifit of the. king of England. He dreaded nothing 
.fo much as Edward's taking a liking to France $ 
4ind, above all things, wiihed he would return to 
;his own kingdom. He was fo apprehenfive of his 
retra(9iing bis engagements that he diftributed coa- 
fiderable penfions among the principal members of 
Edward's council^ that they might ufe their influence 
in preventing an infradion of the truce. The Eng- 
lifh army approaching Amiens, he ordered the gates 
to be thrown open, and all the inn-keepers of the 
place to treat the foldiers at hisexpence; nay, hp 
fent three hundred v/aggpn loads of wine to Ed» 
.ward's camp, as a prefent to the army. All this 
^enerofity and compliment was the effedl of fear, 
from which he was at length delivered by the de- 
|)arture of the Englilh, who returned to their owpi 

country^ 
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c<^untry, extremely well pleafed with their enter- a. c. 1476. 
tainment. The duke of Burgundy, when his choler 
fubfided, accepted a feparate truce, which was of- 
fered to hioi by Lewis : and the conftable feeing 
•hiinfelf defcrted'byhis allies, retired into the duke*s 
dominions, on the faith of a fafe • conduft : not- 
withftanding which, he was delivered up to Lewis, Comnet, 
who ordered him to be beheaded as a traitor. 

Edward, hoping, that the friendlhip he had ex- J^^"^^/"J 
prefled for the duke of Brittany, would render that getthceari 
prince more prop'itious to his great aim of getting ^^,j^'*i^"^ 
the earl of Richmond into his hands, (ent arnba^ his haadt. 
fadors to his court, on* pretence of renewing the ' 

truce, which was confirmed without difficulty •, and 
this affair being tranfafted, they proceeded to un- 
fold the real defign of their embaffy. TKey told 
him, that the king their mafter was extremely defi- 
Tous of extinguilhirig the erribers of thofe faftions 
■which had raged with fuch violence in England : 
that the earl of Richmond bdng the only furviving 
^nce of the houfe of Lancafter, his intention was, 
to match hini with one of his own daughters, that 
the two hbules niight be united by fuch an alliance : 
he therefone hoped the duke of Brittany would giv* 
wp the : earl, that he might diftinguilh him by 
m^irks of hisTbounty, and convince the world of his 
extreme delire to eftablilh ^he peace and tranquility 
of his kingdom. The duke of Brittany, eithet be- 
lieving Edward fincere in his profeflions. Or con- 
vinced by the prefent of a large fum of money, 
ordered the young earl, and his uncle Pembroke, to 
be put into the hands of the ambaffadors, who im- 
mediately fet out with their prize for St, Malo, in 
order to embark for England'. Before they reach- 
ed that port, however, the duke changed his mirid, 
either through remorfe, or fuTpicion of Edward^s 
intent : and forthwith difpatchied his favourite Peter 
Landais to St, Malo, to reclaim the refugees* He 
*. K 2 arrived 
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A^c. 1476. arrived juft as they were going to embark, and ffn^ 
fuch direfUons to the people who attended bim, that 
while he amufed the ambafladors^ the earl of Rich- 
mond, and his uncle Pembrdce, found noeans tp 
efcape, and take fanduary in a church, from 
whence Landais would not fufier them to be taken. 
The ambafladors loudly complained of this s^rtifice ^ 
and he made fpme frivolous ^\pologi^, which thsif 
would by no means adniit : then he fnankly told 
them, that the duke his mailer having refle&ed on 
the fubjed, thought he could not deliver up Im 
gueds wichouc crefpaffing againft the laws, or ho- 
nour and hofpitaKcy ; bur>. he aflured them the two 
earls jfhouid be guarded in fuch a manner as wcvuld 
effedlually pievent them from imerrupting the peace 
of England, 
charret Immediately after the duke of Burgundy had 

Btt*^* «dy ^^&^^^ ^^c tTUCt witK i«ewis, he marched againijb tW 
is routed duke of Lorrain, and fubdued His whpl^ counuy, 
??anci*Li** without having met with any confideraWe refiftaaqs t 
Lorrain. then hc propofed a fcheme for humbling the Swi(^ 
who had declared againft him while he was emr 
ployed in (he fiege of Nuy s •, and the pret$9(t he 
ufed for denouncing war againft then}, was, the^ 
. injury they had done to Jaques de Savoy^ wnMt 
de Romont, whom they had expelled fron) hi$ ter- 
ritories. The Swifs, terrified at the. impeAdiiig 
Aorm, folicited peace with great fubmiflrpp r tMK 
he remained inexorable ; and marching from hot^ 
rain through Burgundy, entered the coi;intry of 
^aux, in which he cook three or four places with^ 
out difficulty. Then he invefted Granibn, which 
viras garrifoned by eight hundred Swiis, who made 
a very gaUanit defence. At length they were obligM 
to fubmit, and the duke ordei'ed them to be put to 
the fword,.in contempt of the capitulation^ Hear^ 
iilgthat another body was on, the march to their 
relief, ]u^ advanced againft theoi .iPricb his. whQh^ 

. . ' army» 
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sifmyj znd det^hed an hundred archers on horfe- a* 0.1476. 
tiack, CO take poflefllon of a defile in the mountains, 
ifaDugh whidi the Swif^ were obliged to pafs, in 
Acff route to the open country. Thcfe archers, 
being encountered by the enemy, retreated with 
pfecipitation towards the army, which, on the fup- 
pofition of their being purfued by the Swifs, was 
ieized with (uch a pannic that it fl^ in the utmoft 
confufion, in fpiteof all the efforts of the duke; 
who though he loft but feven men at arms on this 
occafion, was obliged to leave alt his baggage in 
the hands of the enemy. Yet far from l^ing dtf- 
couraged by this accident, he re^aflembled his troops; 
and in fifteen days invefted Morat, a fmall town in 
the neighbourhood of Berne. Mean while the Swifs, 
having received reinforcements from feverat princes, 
began their march to the number' of thirty thou* 
iand men ; and; giving the duke battle, he was ^- 
tirdy defeated with great flaughter. He was fo 
fliocfaed at this overthrow, that he ftli fick of grief 
and mortific&tion, and kept himfelf concealed in a 
i^Uage cdled La Riviere, for fix weeks; during 
which^ he refufed all confolation : and now divers 
princes, who had been formerly his friends, re- 
nounced his alliance, and joinea his enemies. The 
duke of Lorrain feized this opp6rtuhity of ihvefling 
Nanci, and gained the place by compolition, before 
the duke of Buf^gundy took any ftep towards itsi 
lelief ; but after it had fiirrendered, that prince ap- 
proached with his army, and, the enemy retiring, 
he undertook the fiege, which was' the caufe of his 
ruin. The duke of Lorrain, having reteived rein- 
forcements from different quarters, and aflemblcd a 
•ftrong army, by means of a cpnGderable fum of 
money, with which he was furnifhed by the French 
king, advanced towards Nanci, and encarhped ac 
St. Nicholas, in order to fee the efFefl: of a corref- 
pondeno: whkb ha maihtained with a Neapolitan 

K 3 of&cer. 
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>.c.M77. officer, called CanipoBaflb, who enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the duke of Burgundy. The town was al- 
ready reduced to extremity, when that prince drew 
up his army in order of battle ; and then Campo 
Baflb deferted to the enemy with two hundred men 
at arms, leaving fourteen accomplices, whom he 
h^ inftru6ted to itifed the Burgundians with a pan- 
nic 5 and to flay the duke during the engagement, 
fhould they find an dppdrtunity. The battle was 
fought on the fifth day of January, when the duke 
•of Burgundy was routed and flain, in-the forty- 
fixth year of his age, after having reigned nine 
' years and a half, in continual agitation, cndeavour- 
Comines. ^^^ ^^ executc plans which were projeded by the 

moil extravagant and prefumptuous ambition. 
His daugh- The deith of this imperious prince produced 
iTmarrild gTtu changes not only in the afiairs of the Low 
^^M^r Countries, but even in thofe of all the neighbour- 
iniiiw. ""' ing princes. He left but one daughter, called 
Mary, heirefs of his entenfive dominions, whom he 
intended to match with Maximilian of Auftria, fon 
of Frederic emperor of Germany. The princ^fs, 
who was nineteen years of age, fucceeded to her 
father at a time when her family was deferted by all 
its antient friends; fo that fhe was expofed in a pe- 
culiar manner to the avarice of Lewis VI. who 
forthwith feized Burgundy, and the towns fituated 
upon the Somme; and formed a fcheme for de- 
priving her of all the reft of her dominions.' In this 
diftreis fhe implored the afliftance of England, 
whofe intereft it was to oppofe the projefts of the 
French king ; but that prince had corrupted the 
whole council of Edward, who could afford nothing 
in behalf of Mary but unavailing compliments ; 
^nd what completed the misfortune of this orphaii 
princefs, was the rebellion of the inhabitants of 
Ghent, who feized and confined her perfon, be- 
(i^^ded two pf her counfellors, and fqrced upon her 
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^ new council compof^d of their creatures. Seve- *-^- M77. 
ral princes, allured by this noble inheritance, re- 
solved to demand Mary in marriage. The dauphin ^^'^*'*'* 
of France hankeredf after this match ; but Lewis 
had already entered into engagements with Edward, 
whom he did not choofe todifoblige at fuch a junc- 
ture. The duke of Guelderland and divers Ger» 
man princes afpired at this alliance; and in the 
month of May the emperor fcnt ambafladors to 
•Ghent, to renew the negotiation for a match be- 
tween the princefs and his Ion MaximiHan. The 
dutchefs dowager defired her brother the king of 
England, to fend envoys to Flanders, to afljft her in 
negotiating this affair, and fo far he complied with 
her requett^. but he could not be perfuaded to affift 
Mary againft- the "French kingv who ftill continued 
extending his conqueft at her expence v on the con- 
trary, Edward prolonged the truce of Amiens, 
from the term of feven years till one year after the 
iieath of either party, a£ling diametrically oppofite 
io the intereflt of England, in conniving at the ruin 
of the houfe of Burgundy, to aggrandize the power 
4)f Lewis. But by this time Edward, was grown Ryaer. 
corpulent, and unfit for carrying on a war in per- 
£on ; he was difluaded from engaging in behalf of 
Mary by his counfellors, who were penfioners of 
Erance ; and he was extremefy unwilling to take 
any (lep which might obftruft the marriage between 
the dauphin and his daughter Elizabeth ; befides, 
Lewis was very pundlual in the payment of the 
fifty thoufand crowns ^ a gratuity which he was very 
loth to foregp. Mary of Burgundy, being thus 
abandoned by all thofe from whom fhe had reafon 
to expert effeftual afliftance, confented to wed Ma^i* 
milian, though (he knew he was in no condition to 
defend her territories. The marriage was celebrated 
in July ; andLewis, in.token of his regard for the 
emperpr, iK>t only granted a truce of one year to the 

K 4 new 
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A. c. H77* new duke of Burgundy, but alfo reftoredfi»ne placet 

Mezerti. which hc had reduced in Hainauk. 

tdvrard be. Edward, now being at ^ace with all his neighr 

^^^f^ hours, and his kingdom joying the moft profound 

^aritious. tranquillity, applied himftlf to the adminiftracioh of 

"^ juftice, and made a circuit through his domimona xo 

clear the roads of robbers, by which they h^d been 

grievoufly infefted iince he diibanded his army* 

He exerted himfelf on this^ oco^ion with equal vi* 

gilance and impartiality, punifhing the oflfendera 

without refpe£fc of perfons, and <:ven facrificing his 

own fervants to the gpod of the public, when they 

were conviAed of delinquency. This cxpeditioa 

was neceflary to hufii the clamours of the people^ : 

who had begun to complain loudly of the es- 

Snce to which they were expofed by the laft fruit* 
s armament : and Edward was fo alarmed at their 
murmurs, that he would not venture to ilk further 
fupplies from his parliament. He therefore had n* 
courfe to other methods for filling his exhaufttd ex« 
chequer : he engaged in commerce, which he car^. 
ried on to a great extent, as a private adventurer; 
he fold the profits of vacant prelacies i exaded fines 
for the reftitution of temporalities : he fearched into 
offices of record to find out defedive tides to land^ 
and compelled the proprietors by irregular profecui- 
tions to pay large fum^ for their con^rmation. He 
likewife laid frequent impofitions on tb^ ctei^, 
and became totally infeded with the vice of avarice t 
though yet ftill part of his time was expended in 
the moft effeminate amufements. 
A c.t478. The adminiftracion was wholly engroifed by the 
be" '"''n^^ queen and her relations, who rendered them&lves 
duk^^ofc la! odious to the nation not only by their insatiable 
Ih-"^*^ T^ ' ^^^^^ ^^ power, but alfo by their infolent demeanour, 
kind?cd!^" ' and the pride they feemexl to take in Sighting and 
Hab;f>nton. thwarting the fc hemes of the king's brothers* 
BioRdi. Richard duke of Gk>uce&er9 who was paturaUy 

clofc. 
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ctofe^ Defti^ved, mA confiiierate, dt0embled hk re- ^*^* *^^ 
£;ntment in fuch a maaner, as prevented an opea 
ruptqre between bim andiiie nimiftry ; but. George 
duke ofClawncd, a veak prince^ of great pride,, 
ambtfiofi, ^ftd impetuofity, could not fupprefs hia 
indignation, which broke out with gneat ipdecencyi 
on all occafions. WhiJe Edwand lired in celibaqr bo 
had Battered him&if with the hi^ of fucceedingta . 
the throne c£ England^ and was fo excremdy mor^^ 
tiiied at his marrii^ that he had n&r&r loi^ his 
brother, heartily fince the event : he hated the queen 
for the fame f eaibiiy and bis rancour extended to 
her whole family. This animofity was mcreafed 
by their gctijping at ail the power of the adminir 
ftration, a^ inmrfering with him in the fcbemes he 
had formed for his own advantage. 1^ the a6tof 
n^rumptton they had deprived him of the honour of 
Tucbury, and many other lands which he had en- 
joyed by the king's' donation. His dutchefe dyings 
immedia&ety before . the death of Charles d^ke of 
Burgundy, he folicited the good offices of his fiftef . 
Ma^aret, widow of that prinoe, to ef&ffc a match 
betweoi. him and her ftep^daughter, the princefs 
Mary. This would have, been axvery advantageous 
alliance for England; and; the dutcheia dowag^i 
who loved Clarence abov^ aU^rteq^cbrctherS) enga- 
ged fo heanriy in his interet^, that^hi all probability 
tne^&heme would have fucceeded^ had it not been 
induftrioufly obftruCbed by the intrigues of Edward^ 
who was either jealous of his brother's acceffion to 
fuch power, or influenced by the qu^n, rwho 
wanted to procure this match for* her brother An* 
thooy Widcviiie, earl of. Rivers. 

Such a difappointment could not fail to inflame The duke 
the hatred of Clarence, who exclaimed againft the ^^/xoww. 
king with great virulence; and his difeontentwas 
encouraged arnl fomented by the cunning infinua^ 
tions of Eichsird duke of GlouceAen This prince 
- , * had 
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Avc. 147^. had already formed a dcfign upon the crown, which 
could not fucceed fo loog 9s Clarence flood between 
him^ and the fucceffion : he therefore refolved to ef - 
fed his ruin, as the prelude to that ufurpation 
tvhich he knew the infant, cluldren of Edward would 
not be able to prevent. With this view he artfully* 
exafperated the refentinent of Ciarence againft the 
king, until he uttered fo«ne rafh menaces and impre- 
cations ; and thefe he afterwards repeated with ex- 
aggerations to Edward, on pretence of cautioning 
him againft the other's treaibnable defigns. The 
queen and her kindred^ who hated Clarence, rein- 
forced the fuggeftions of Richard .: fo that Edward 
looked upon his brother George as a traitor, who 
' formed fchemes againft his Hfe. This fufpicion pro-» 
duced a coldnefs and difguft towards Clarence, who 
was more and more incenfed at the king's negle£t 
and fuUen behaviour. He became louder in his 
complaints ; and the miniftry refolved to take the 
firft opportunity to acccmipliih his deftrudion. In 
order to provoke him to fome aft of indifcretion 
that would furnifli a handle for his ruin, they at- 
tacked him in his favourites and confidents, againft 
whom they trumped up ridiculous accufations.. John 
Stacy, a learned clergyman, and noted aftronomer, 
was charged with the exercife of necromancy ; and 
Thomas Burdet, of Arrow, in Warwickftiire, a 
gentleman of unhlemiflied cbara&er, was arrefted as 
his accomplice, as well as on account of his having 
curfed the king, who had killed a favourite white 
JKind in one of his cnclofurcs. They were tried for 
thefe crimes in the King's bench at Weftminfter ; 
and, being found guilty, executed at Tyburn^ 
where both {>rotefted their innocence with great fpt- 
rit and conftancy. Qarence, enraged at this fa- 
crifice of his friends, went next day to the council- 
chamber at Weftminfter, and produced to the fit- 
ting lofd$ the priva^te confefilfiu and public declara-r 

tioa 
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"tion of thofe innocent viftimsl He could not help a. c. 1478. 
on this occafion expreflSng himfelf in. terms of acri- 
mony againft the king, to whom they were repeiated 
by fame courtier. Edward was fo inccnfed at his 
prefumption, that in the iirft tranfport of his pafiion 
he repaired from Windfor to Wcftminfter, and 
fummoned Clarence to appear before the council. 
There he upbraided the duke with his tnfolence in 
prefuming tosurraign thejaftke of the courts of law ; 
lie faid his behaviour implied a defign to intimidate 
the judges and juries of the realm,^ as well as ari 
rnfult on the royal authority : he repeated all the 
nidtcious ftories that had been told to his preju- 
dice ; reviled him as an ungrateful traitor ; and (ign- 
ed a warrant for committ4ng him prifoner to the 
Tower. 

A parliament meeting at Weftminftcr, on the^^j^ 
fix»^enth day of January^ Henry duke of Buckings ^d privat«l 
ham was appointed high Aeward of England, to^J^^ ^ 
prefide at the trial of Clarence, whole impeachment 
was digefted into eight articles; importing, That 
by hisfeditiousdifcourie he had endeavoured to pre- 
judice the king in the minds of his fubjeds, ^ccufing 
bis majefty of having put Burdet unjuftly to death : 

i That he had fuborned his domeftics and others to 

fpread this falfe report : Thaf: he had accufed the 
king of necromancy, of having deftroyed by poifon 

i divers innocent perfons, whofe lives could not beaf- 

fefted by any juridical procefs : That he had affirmed 
the king was not the fon of his repyted father, but 
a baftard, begotten by another man, whom the 
dutchefs of York admitted to her embraces : That 
Clarence from this circumftance arrogating to him- 
felf a right to the crown, had demoniirated his de- 
fign of feizing it, by exafting from fevcral perfons 
an oath xo ferve him againil all mankind, not even 
excepting his fovereign : That he had accufed the 
king of ufing witchcraft to deprive him of his lifer 
■* " . ' and^s 
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Ac,,^^ and, That te ha4 plainly betrayed a defign » *♦ 
chrofie the king, tn taking an exemplifieatbn of the 
aA of parliamc^nt pafl^ during^ ti(urpatk» of 
Warwick, by wbioh ^he crown was fettled upoft 
Clarence, in defaulc of Henry VI. aad the male 
101^ pf his body. The duke donod evary part ^ 
(he chargC) and offered to prow his innocence in 
finde combat ; bot Edward .hhnrfelf being hta ac^ 
cu^r, and declarii^ hicnlelf wdU iaiwfied and con« 
vinced of the truth ofthe impeachmoot^ no evidence 
was examined, and no metnher prefitimeiA to fpeak 
IB behalf of this unfortunate prince, who waa there* 
fore pronounced guilty of. the charge^ and coa^ 
demned to die as ^ traitor. . The fentence was noi 
Mn mediately, eaecuced i and in aU probability hia 
life would have been fpared, had not the king's iiv 
dignacioo been kept up by ihe artfiil inir^es of 
the queen' and. Gloucelter, and his} appceheafioft 
aeoyifed by a ridici^loiia prophecy i imply iiig« that 
the name of hia iucpefior fbould begin with a G^ 
which waa applied to George diike of ClarenoLi 
Neverthelefs the miniftry would not veomre to eiee^ 
cute the fentence tmhout ibme rfurther prelseixirt 
which, in order to procure, they eiaployed one &>• 
g^r Twynho, to prefcat a petition to the houfe of 
commons a^ainft the duke of Clarence, for having 
fuboriied a jury to give a falfe verdif): 9ffAn& bte 
kinfwoman Ankeret, late wifi^of William Twynho^ 
efquire^. whom he charged with having patlbned hia 
duicheis ; in confecj^ence of which veidift th&fiud 
Ankeret had fuffered an ignomiaious death. Thft. 
parliacxient having oonfideixd the merits of this pe^ 
tition, annulled the pfiQce&, as haxFing been unjufl:!]^ 
cajrraed on by the influence of the duke of Clarence i 
and petitioned that the fentence againft that prince 
might be executed without further delay. £veA 
then they were afraid to run the riique ck^ popukr 
refentmcAt by a.pui^ oxes^tion ^ but he was hn^ 
, ' mediately 
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#(e<ikate}f ieSrpatcfaf)d in the Tower, having, ac* a.cht*-' 

c^dii^g C0 fame biftoiiafis,: been drowned in a bucc 

^pi Hialfiife^r. Such was the end of George duke of 

Clai!en€cl» who left one fon called Edward earl of 

W^wick, a«d a daugli^r who was afterwards 

cpuiMiefsiGf Salbbaiy. The duke^s death excited 

)(^K a ekmour among the populace, that the coufc 

tkottgHt {iroperio conceal the manner of hisexecu»-' 

tioBip and ge^e ooc that he h|d died fuddenlv of 

.grkf and vexatiMi : to convince the world that no 

j^iolenec h^ been ufed, his body was expoied in 

St. Paul's ciburch^ tnit this expedient was ib ftale« 

ttiat it ferredr only to confirm the conjefhu^s of the 

fpppk) WJao did not feruple tog^xclaim with great 

y^mence againft the.fa^riMidty of the adminiftra- stowe; 

(during thcfe tTMfaSions^ the truce between tewis xu 
h^pmt.mi^ Maximtlt^ expiring, this laft inv^aded ^™"d" j^ 
' JBwgundyy^ wfaeie he made htn&tf mailer of leve- tn^e^^i 
lai plaitawr with great &cility, on account of the af- "^^ 
&^kMX of the tnhahitatifis for the houfe of Buti- 
gtfndy 'p and in all probability he would have re- 
.!PC^yimd die whole dutchy» hoA he been properly 
fopplied by his father. Lewis was: not fo much afraid 
m aay afiiAance he might leceive from the emperor » 
afr4)£ his ei^aging in alHance with Edward, which 
i^ employed all his aits to prevent. In the month 
of. Inly heifent a plenipotentiary to London, to 
jprolofigthe tiucofor an huadted years after the 
4eath of either party ; and to engage for the an- 
fuiai payoient or the "^f thoufand crowns, While 
that: treaty Aotiid remain in force. As the term 
i9ihich;Jiad been affixed for adjofting alt differences 
betweea the two crDwns^ was expired, the ambaffa^ 
dor^v^as likewife smpowered to prolong it for three 
years ; and Edward^ appointing commiflTioners to 
:writK this envoy, the propo^ds of Lewis were 
without mfitfttion, chough the treaty vra& 

not 
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A. c. 147S, not concluded till the month of Februaiy in the 
following year. Edward would have willingly feen 
the confummation of the marriage-contraA between 
the dauphin and his daughter Elizabeth, before the 
other tranfafkton (hould be finilhed, and fent two ani- 
bafiadors to France to conclude that atfair : but, by^ 
this time Lewis had fome other match in view for the 
dauphin, and, as that -prince was not yet eight years 
of age, he found at^excufe for delaying the affiancing 

I ceremony. Yet, that Edward might not be chl- 
.grined at this pr6cra(Hnati6n, he payed part of the 
,ranfom of Margaret of Anjuu, which he had enga- 
ged to liquidate at diHetent terms •, and fent the bi - 
fliop of KIna to J^ondon to offer fccurity for th* 
payment of the fifty dunfiuid crowns, for the long 
term to which the treaty had been lately extended. 
The fecurity which the prelate offered Was the oath 
of Lewis, together with the bonds of the bank of 
Medicis, and letters patent confirmed by the eftates 
of France and the papal authority, denouncing ex- 
communication in cafe of failure. Edward^s con- 
duct was now wholly influenred by Lewis, or ra- 
ther by his own miniftersi whom that prince had 
corrupted. The French king, not contented with 
^having diverted him from affifting the dutchefs of 
.Burgundy, propofed that they (hould fhare between 
them the dominions of that princefs ; and that Ed- 
ward fhould have Flanders and Brabant. The'pro- 
rpofal was accepted, on condition, that in exchange 
for thefe countries Lewis fhould cede Boulogne and 
fome pther places in Picardy to the king of Eng- 
land. This was an article, however, which the 
.French king would never have performed *, and in- 
deed his defign in propofing this partition was to 
^mufe Edward, and engage bim in a war with 
Maximilian, who might otherwiie have brought 
him over to his intereft : but the EngliQi monarch 
was grQwn coo indolent to undertake any enterprize. 

that 
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jrikat required perfpnal aftivity 5 and he exerted him- ^^ «47t 
feif in nothing but in nc^tiacions wich foreiga 
prin(;es, yihok friendlhip noight fecure his tran- 
cjuilJity, 

The treaty with Penmark kivuig been violated a«c. 147^ 
in feveral reipeAs^ wa$ nqw. rtoe^i^ and confirmed^ 
and the two kin^ agreed that a congrefs ihauld be 
held at Hamburgh) to terminate all differences ii| 
an amicable manner, Notwtthftanding the pacific* 
cation with France, Edward agreed toa propoiat 
of Maximilian, imp9rting» That his infant fon Fhi# 
lip ihould marry Anne» the third daughter of the 
Jcing of England » and this convention was ratified 
by letters patent on both fidies, in which the twa 
princes engaged, that for the fpace of three year^ . 
they fliould not, without the con&nt of each other, 
beftow their refpedlive children in marriage. Ax 
the fame time Edward projed:ed another match b^ 
iween his fourth daughter Catherine,, and John in*- 
fant of Caftile and Arr^on,. fon. of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella^ and fent ambafiadora. to Spaia to manage 
the negotiation, ivhioh. however, proved ineffe«5tuaj. 
Tired at lengthof the delays which retarded the mar- 
riage of his eldefl: daughter, he appointed lord How^- 
4rd, and Thomas Lanston, treasurer of the church 
of Exeter, as ambaflaoors extraordinary to demand 
of Lewis in a peremptory manner the performance 
pf his promife ; and that prince with all his run- 
ning, fov^d it difficult to elude the prefiing inftances 
of thefe envoys. He had already deftined the dau/- 
phin for the princefs. Margaret, the new-born 
daughter of Maximilian ; but h^ did not think 
proper to avow his defigo, until he Ihould be in a 
condition to baiffle the refentment of Edward. In ^a. F«fc. 
the mean time he ftill pradifed bis diflimulation ; 
and, as the lord Howard was in his intereft> foui>d 
means to evade the purport of the embafly^with 
general prpmifes, anc| the punftqal payment of the 

annuity. 
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A. c. 147^ j^u^y-jjy^ But, fortfceiftg that he ftould not W 
inf^igates ^^^ ^ atfiufc Edwtrd much loflgcr, he rcfolvcd to 
ef^uand etHploy his flcteatioo ki a cjiffefem manner. Bf hti 
tro^"^w^h^ ambaffador in Scotland he perfuaded James III. to 
j^<il . break the tnice witli; England,' and inVade the ter- 
litories'of Edwardi/ He found no difficulty in t\a^ 
ndgpdatidn, as James to^ wholly gpmned by thiM 
rcnfti Qpftarts, whom he ilad railed from the duft^ 
in contempt of bii antient nobiiity, ^ho were ex^ 
tremely inoenfed at his :<coAdud. Thefe minifter^ 
being bribed with French gerid, perfuaded thdf 
mafter to enter into the riews of Lewis ; and hd 
began to make preparatbns which plainly indicated 
. a defiga againft England. 
J^^l Edward perceived his drift, and iffued orders foi 
ward and levyiog an army for the defence of the kingdom ; 
j|f^*'°"" and now for the firft time began to open his eyes 
to the perfidy wad diffimulation of Lewis, againft 
whom he vowed vengeance : but in the mean time 
he determined to oonf^b^tt him with his own weapons 
A. c. 1480. ^ fraud and artifice. He renewed and confirmed 
the treaty of alliance which had fubdfted between 
hhn and the laoe duke of Burgundy ; and en||aged 
to furnifh Maximilian and Mary with a reintorce* 
ment of fix thouiand men ^ while the archduke 
obliged himfelf to pay fifty thoufand crowns yearly 
to Edward) in cafe Lewis fhould withdraw his pen- 
fion. The marriage*contraf6i: beitween young rhi^ 
Jip and the princeis Anne of England was concluded, 
on CMiditkHi that the nuptials Ihould be ibiemnized 
«s hoa as the parties (houid be marriageable > and 
that Edward (hould beflow one hundred thoufiind 
CFOwm as a dowager upon bis daughter. The king 
likewiie promifed to mediate a truce between Lewi^ 
and Maximilian ; to o&t his own arbitration for ter- 
minating their <fuarrel ; and fliould that be refWfed, 
to declare war againft the French monarch. This 

treaty 
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treaty being ratified, hefent a new embaflyLto France, ^ ^• 
feprefs the accompliflinient pf the marriage be-* 
tween the dauphin and liis daughter Elizabeth ; and 
Lewis ftill declining the performance of that con- 
traS: under various pretences, he ordered a fleet to 
be equipped, and fent it under the command of Johii' 
Middle ton to the affiftance of his new allies. Hisf 
next care was to fecure his frontiers from the irrup- 
tion'of the Scots, and to employ certain emiiTarks 
to conclude an alliance in his name with the ^arl 
pf Rofs lord of the Illes, who togage^ to make a 
^iverfion in his favour, ihotild Tames a'tt^nipt td 
invade England: ' That ^ prince, though hated 'by^ a. c. 14S19 
his. nobility and people, fouAd'ifieafls Vo a^^ 
a body of forcies', whkh. entered* England and Com- 
mitted fome Vavag^s, before' Ed wafd^s army wai 
levied : but they foon returned without having* at- 
tempted any thing of cortfequence. J * . 
, The king of England was not . very eager tb ^^'^^^^ fi'^- 
march againft this enemy, b'ecaufe'he maintained fiYianc^*^ 
a correlpphdence Vith the Scbttlfli iiobilicy, and J^^^'jjf \ 
knew thit James would foon find it rieceilary to' Erewgnci; 
lifteh to terms of accommodation. TKis Edward 
paffionately defired^'that'he' might b|e more at. li- 
berty to profecufe hii revenge againfl tlewis ; foi: 
which purpofe he rerie.\yed fiis alliance \vith the duk^ ^ _ ^ 
of Brittany, and ratified a coritrafib of marriage be-* 
tween the prince of Wales and' Arine. eKeft daugh- 
ter of that duke. The treaty imported, that the \ 
frincc fliould marry, in cafe of her death before con- 
fummation, her younger filler Ifabel, on condition* 
(has of the male children of the miarriage, the fe- 
cond fliould fucceed to the dutchy of Brccagncj 
that if a Ton (hould be borii to the duke in wed- 
lock, he ihould efpoufe one of Edward's daughters ; 
that in cafe of war between the Frengh king and 
the duke, Edward fliould aflift the latter with three 
thoufand auxiliaries ; and that the duke fliculd fup- 
Numb. XLIV. k pl/ , 


^ 


Jan/' 

to' 
tn 

9 


HISTORY Of ENGL AN 0. 

/ply Kim with the lamie' number in the like drcuof-i 
ftanccs. 

Immediately after this tranfaftion, AlexandeY 
!uke of Albany, brother of James king of Scot- 
and, efcaped from a cattle in which he had been 
vTiprifoned at the inftigation of the miniftry ; and 
/repairing to London,' implored the proteftion of 
Edward. His brother John had already fallen a* 
facrifice to the jealous tyranny of James ; and he 
himfelf was fo provoked by the dangj^r and diftrefles 
he had undergone, that he brisathed nothing, but 
Vengeance againft his fovereign. He was cordially 
received by the king of England, who not only 
promifed to gratify his revenge, but alfo flattered 
his ambition by undertaking to raife him to the 
throne of Scotland.* A private treaty was concluded 
between them •, in which Alexander aflumed the 
title of king of Scotland, and promifed* to do hd'-^ 
mage to England for his crown. He likewife en-^ 
gaged to break the antient alliance between France 
• and Scotland, and aflfoclate with Edward againrt 
Lewis J to furrender Berwick to England ; to efpoufe 
Edward*s daughter Cecilia, already affianced to thb 
prince of Scotland, provided he could obtain a di- 
vorce from his prefent wife ; but (Rould that be 
found inipr^dticable, to n^atch his fon with fbme 
fcTtncf. princefs of the royal family of England. This 
treaty being ratified, Edward fent an afmy againft 
Scotland, under the command of his brother Glou- 
cefter, whom the duke of Albany accompanied^ 
. and a fleet was ordered to attend his motions. Un- 
der the condu<ft of Robert Radclifi: 
^''^^owe ^^^ Scotcifli monarch, finding himfelf unable td 
men put to tcfift: fuch an drmamcrit> fummbned his nobility to 
Wn'VtiTrce ?*^^^"^ ^^ ^^* their vaflkls ; drid they aflTembled 
f^liiLl!^ accordiiigry at the place of rendezvous, called Lau- 
der, not far from Edinburgh, There finding them- 
feWes negleftcd as ufuaJ, and even excluded front 
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ihe kiiig^s prefeh^ by his three upftart favouritiis, -A-^-H^i^ 
who had rendered\hemfelves odious to the whole 
nation^ they were fo exafperated, tKat they held a 
eonfultation^ to deliberate upon meaiis fot removing 
thefe evil counfellors ; and refolved to facrifice themi 
to the public good without further delay. Thii 
refolutlon being taken, they ieized the three delin- 
quents in the king's chaniber, to whicH they had 
fled for refuge, and dragging theni to ihe bridge 
of Laudef, hanged ,thcm in fight of the whole 
army- James, terrified at this execution, promifed 
to reform his conduft $ biit in a few days retired td 
the caftle of Edinburgh : and the army being left 
yrithout a chiefs the nobles returned to their own 
habitations. 

- MeaiK while the duke of Gloucefter, having f4eadlf«tff 
taken the town of Berwick, and left forne troops ^i^chcf^ 
to befiege the caftle, advanced without ojppofuioii zimhUt^i 
to chcrdty of Edinburgh, which he entered ih 
triumph, and cxprefled a defire of having a con- 
ference with James ; but this prince declining the 
-interview, the duke publifhed a proclamation by 
ibund of trumpet, importing, that if the king of 
Scotladj} Ihouid not before the month of Septem- 
ter fulfil his engagements, he would lay wafte the 
country with firre and fword. Thefe engagements 
were the obfervation of the truce^* and the reditu-^ 
•tion «f the mbriey which he had received ^ part of 
ihe dower of the princefsi Cecilia,- betrothed to the 
.prince^ of Scothnd ; and to thefe^ Glduccfter ad- 
ded the re-eftabli(hraent of the duke of Albany iri 
fhe pofleflSon of his eftate and offices. James madrf 
Jio reply to this proclamatioa ; but the nobility^ 
rcaflembling at Haddington,; fent dejputies tof afTure' 
.fhe duke of GloUcefter, that they wiflied fpf* no- 
thing more ardently^ than for the accCimplr{HiTien& 
of the marriage between young James and the pf in- 
tefs Cecilia j and that it >#as not th«ir fairii ft' th"^ 
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A. c. 1482, jj.^^^ ^^3 rrot eita6iy obferved. This meflage ptJ^^ 
Buchanan, duccd a ncgotiatioh between Richard and the Scot-. 
^'^"' tifh nobility, managed by the duke of Albany i and^ 
after fome difputes, both fides agreed, that the citi- 
zens of Edinburgh (hould give feeurity for the r&^ 
payment of the money which James had received, 
provided the match fhould mifcarry; that the caftle 
of Berwick fhould be delivered to the Englifh ; that 
the duke of Albany (hould be appointed regent of 
Scbtland. The archbilhop of St. Andrew's, the 
bifhop of Dunkeld, the chancellor, and the carl of 
Argyle, obliged themfelves to procure his pardon f 
and the duke promifed to acknowledge his brother 
as his fovereign, and take the oath of aliegianee 
to him a-hcw. This agreement being ratified, the 
duke of Gloucefter marched back to England 5 
and the duke of Albany reftored his brother Jame* 
to the excrcife of his royalty, without ftipulating 
any thing but an amnefty in his own favour. That 
prince, however, could not forgive him for the part 
he had afted : he refolved to leize the firft oppor- 
tunity of fecuring'his perfon; and the d<uke being 
apprized of his intention, reth-ed to the caftkof 
Dunbar, which he furrendered to the Englilh, aftef 
having renewed his former treaty with Edward r 
but feeing no appearance of being fiictoured accord- 
ing to his expeftation, he repaired to the court of 
Lewis, where he was accidently killed by the fplinter 
of a laurice in a. tournament with the duke of Or- 
leans, who afterwards afcended the throne of Franct 
by the name of Lewis XII. 
A. c. 1^^. Nov/ that the war with Scotland was terminated. 
The young Ed Ward tumfd all bis iattention towards the profe- 
Bur'i^ndy is cutioiv of the rcvengc he had vowed iagainft Lewis j 
th^'^dau^hin ^"^ ^^^ conjundlure was hot fo falvdUrkble to his de- 
•fVra7ce " fign, as it had been before his rupture with James. 
Mary dutchefs of Burgundy having died in con- 
iequencc of a fall from her horfe, her hufband 

Maxi- 


E D W A R D ly. 149 

Maximilian retained lb litde credit with the Flcm-^*'C*4«i. 
ings, that he was' obliged to let his children remam . 
in the hands of the inhabitants of Ghent ; and 
L'ewiSy by his artful iniinaations^ obtained the con- 
lent of that people to the marriage of the dauphin 
with Margaret daughter of their deceafed dutchefs^ 
to whom the coonties of Artoi^ Burgundy, Ma^ 
connois, Auxerre, and Charolois, were affigned as 
a portion. This negotiation was fo privately car- 
iied on, .that Edward had not the lead intimation 
of it, until the young dauphinds, about two years 
of age, arrived at Paris, where the ceremony of 
her betrothal was performed with great pomp and 

rnagnificeiicfe. - Biondi. 

The king of England was equally aftoniflied and ^^^^ of 
incenfed at this event, which he looked upon as an king'^of ' 
junpardonable affront offered to bis family in the ^'>gi«n<>* 
perfon of his daughter Elizabeth, who had for fomc 
time been diflinguiflied by the appellation of the 
Dauphinelsy in which ihe was now fupplanted b/ 
ian infant. Edward did not coniider that Lewis, 
on this occafion, had done nothing more than re- 
lort his own behaviour in the cafe of the lady Bona. 
He liftened to the fuggcftions of his rcfentment 
only, which, however, he could not obey with 
any profpeft of fuccefs ; for he was now deprived 
of the afliftance of the Flemings, who favoured 
Lewis ; and the duke of Bretagne was opprelTed ^ 
with melanchoUy to fuch a degree, that he could no 
longer manage his own affairs. In fpite of all thefe Atwntrc% 
difadvantages, the king of England refolved to- 
<:arry war into the bowels of France : he convoked 
a general aflembly of his nobles, who approved of 
his refolution- i and the whole nation rejoiced as 
much at the profped, as if they had already ob- 
tained a viftory. Hp forthwith began to levy troops 
for this expedition ; and his people contributed to- 
wards the expence with the utmoft alacrity : but 
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AfPr^fe* in' the midft of his preparations he was feizcd with 
a violent fever, produced by fome excefs, and died 
a penitent oYi the ninth day of April, in the forty- 
fecond year pf his age, and in the twenty-third of 
his reign ^. He was a prince of the moft elegant 
pcrfon, and infinuating addrefs ; endowed with the 
qtmoft forf itude and intrepidity ; poflefled of un- 
(Common fagacity and penetration: but, like all his 
anccftors, Vas brutally cruel and vindictive, per- 
fidious, lewd, perjured, and rapacious; without 
one liberal thought, without one fentiment of .hu« 
inanity. 

* By hts wife Elizabeth he had Bridget, who took the veil, and dif^ 

fjjree (onp anjl feven daughter? { name- in tjie nj^niiery ft Partford 5 Catlw* 

ly, Edward who Acceeded him on tlie ritae, niarried W William Courrenfy 

throne 5 Riphard' duke of York j earl of DevonAirel Hb natural chS- 

peorgei who died ir^ hi« infancy | (I'^n inrert Arthur Plantagenet vifcoitfie 

Elieabcth, who 7J the fequcl, married Li^e^ born of E|isabetfa Lucyj and 

Henry Vil. king of BngUnd^Maiy, Elizabeth Plantagenet, married io 

betrotbca to the king'of' Denmarki Thomas lord Lumley 5 another Eliwu 

who d'cd before piarriage; Cecilia; beth by Catherine, daughter of Sir 

irft married to John vifcount Willes, Robert Clavcnger 5 and Ifabel Myl- 

jnd ifterwards to Sir John Kymej bcry, married to a brother of the lord 

r Idargaret, who^led an infajit j Anne, Audcly. ' 

jfparrM to Thomas Howard, the third Rymer, Dugdale, Aaftil, 

duke of No^olk, of that nape| t- 
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EDWARD V. 


IMmediately after the death of the fourth Ed- a. c. u$^ 
ward, his ion was prbclaimed king of England '^^^»rd v. 
by the name of Edward V. though that young ki^*'"*^ 
prince, who was but juft turned of twelve years of 
age, never received the crown, or exercifed any 
iiindipn of royalty ; fo that the interval between 
the death of his father and the ufurpation of his 
uncle; was properly an interregnum, during which 
the duke of Gloucefter took hrs meafures for wreft- 
ing the crown from his nephew. Young Edward 
kept his court at Ludlow-Caftle in Shropfliire, vin^ 
der the diredlion of his uncle Anthony earl of Ri- 
vers, who had been appointed his governor. Hifi 
uterine brother Sir Richard Gray enjoyed another 
great office aboot his perfon ; Sir Thomas Vaugh^n 
was his chamberlain ; and all the other pofts of his 
hotalfaold were filled with the queea'3 creatures. 
Notwithftanding the afcendancy ihe had acquired 
over the late king, (he had never been able to pre- 
vail upon him todifmifs from his council fome old 
officers and fervants, who had ^hered to him in all 
the viciffitudes of his fortune. Thefe were well ac- 
quainted with her endeavours; and fuppofing thejir 
fefety confided in their union, formed a party for 
their mutual defence and fuppoft, as well as to op- 
pofe the meafures of Elizabeth and her family. Ac 
the head of this party, were Henry Stafford duke 
of Buckingham, William lord Mailings, and Thor 
pias lord Stanley. The firft was detcended from 
a daughter of Thomas of Wodeftoke duke of GIout 
setter, and Ton of Edward HI. and poffefled the , 

office of lord high conftable ; the lord Hafti{igg 
^s chamberlain, and particularly beloved by Ed-!' 

L 4 ward 
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AC. 1483. y^^f^j jy^ Qn account of his unfliakcn attachment 
and fidelity ; and the lord Stantey was the repre% 
fentativf of an antient family, afid a nobieman of 
virtue and courage, devoted to the interett of his. 
mailer. Thefe three were confidered as the chiefs 
of the antient nobility, in contradiftin&ion to thafe 
who had been ennobled by the queen's infiuenct ^ 
and though their credit in the council was not equal 
to. that .of the Widevilles and Grays, they diftin- 
giiifhed themfehres with great fpirit in the oppofin 
tion, and the king had been pfren obliged to inter? 
pofe in their difpuces. The duke of Gloucefter 
would have been very much perplexed betweeii 
thefe two parties, had he not poffeflfed an uncom^ 
mon fund of fagacity and dimmulatiom for, ia 
order to live upon good ' terms with the kingt ha 
was obliged to cultivate the good graces of his fif-. 
ter-inlaw; dnd, in behaving refpeftfully to her^ 
he ran the rifque of difobliging the antient nobilityv 
upon whofe afllftance he in a great meafure depend- 
ed for <he accomplilhment of his defigns : he tiicre- 
fore made his court in public 10 the queen : but, 
at the fame time, engaged in private connexions 
with the duke of Buckingham and his party. Ed-r 
ward, on his death- bed, had ftrongly recommended 
unanimity and coalition to the two faSions rhe hac^ 
even propofed a reconciliation, to which they rca-^ 
dily confented 5 and the ceremony wa? performed 
in his prefence. The queen -engaged for the earj 
of Rivers, who was ablent^ and her eldeft fon the 
marquis of Dorfet embraced the duke of Backing- 
ham and lord Haftings, with all the exterk>r marks, 
of cordiality. The duke of Gloucefter being then» 
at York on his majefty*s affairs, could not obftrudfc 
this accornmodation, which would have been very 
prejudicial to his intercft, had the parties been 
fmcere in their profeffions. But, this was hot the 
cafe. 

A3' 
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As foon as Edward's eyes were cloCbd,. they for- ^.c. 14S}. 
^t their mutual prc^eftations ^ and each faction The duke 
exerted all its efforts to gain the advantage over the ccfS*^**" 


con- 


other^ in fecuring the perfon of the young king, ^"its with 
la whofe name they might be able to govern thp atNw^ 
jkingdom. The queen, upon the death of her huf- thaippt«i« • 
band; diipatcbed a xneiifenger to her brother River^ 
with the tidings of that event, and a letter, iji 
which fhe advifed him to raife a body of troops in 
Wales, and conduft the new king to London, thajt 
he might be crowned immediately. On the other 
hand, the duke of Buckingham, and the lor^ 
jHaftings nr^ade the duke of Gloucefter acquainted 
with his brother's death, and the queen's. meafures^ 
and as the procedorfliip of the realm, of right be,- 
longed to him during the king's minority, they 
lexhorted him to claini his privilege, ofFeripg to 
provide a body of a thoufand men well armed, 
which ihould be ready to . march at his command. 
Richard defired they would meet him at Northampr 
ton, wh6re they accordingly aflembled with a great 
number of their friends j and there, in a ftudied 
harangue, he expatiated on the danger to which 
they would be expofed, fliould the queen continue 
at the head of the ad minift ration. He obferved, 
fhatit was both his right, and his intered, to ma- 
nage* the reins of goyernmet during the minority of 
his nephew; that every body knew the attachment 
he had conftantly preferved for his brother v that 
his tender affeftion for Edward's children would not 
fuffer him to abandon them to the difcretion of 
people, whofe fole view was to aggrandize them- 
lelves at the expence of their fovereign •, for which 
r'albn, he was refolved to ufe all his endeavours foi; 
1 e good of the nation, and the advantage of the 
; ung king, on whom he would bcftow fuch edu- 
< tion as would enable him to follow the fleps of 
i s glorious anceltors : but^ that as fuch i project 

could 
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^/•^•»4^3co]uld not be executed without the afliflrance of 
true-hearted Englifhrnen, he had aflembled them 
to cpnfult about the meafttres which ought to be 
taken at the prefent junfture } and declared that he 
would be wholly conduced by their advice. Having 
thus prepared the minds of the audience for^the exe- 
cution of his purpofe, they entered into a ierioas 
confultation about the means for rendering them- 
felves matters of the king's perfbn j and agreed^ 
«rT.Moie. to aft by ftratagem and deceit. They refolved ta 
appear extremely zealous for the intcreft of their 
new fovercign, that the queen might have no pre- 
tence for aifembling or maintaining an army ; that 
the duke of Gloucefter fhould perfuade her to dif- 
mlfs the troops that were already levied; and, 
fhould his arguments fucceed, endeavour to fecure 
the king's perfon before his arrival in London. 
But, (hould the queen turn a deaf ear to his remqtn* 
Frances, he determined to amufe her with negotiar 
tions, until he ftiould be in a condition to oppofe her 
defigns in a more effeftual manner. 
wrifesaict- I'his plan being projefted, Haffings retvn-ned to 
k'°^trt*' London, where he had acquired great popularity j 
^i«.° ^ ^ and the duke of Gloucefter wrote a letter of con- 
dolence to the queen, in which, after the warmeft 
profeffions of friendfhip, regard, and loyalty to 
her and his young fovereign, he exhorted her to 
life her beft endeavours to banifli all jeafous ani- 
mofity that might ftill fubfift among the nobles j 
.and to coniirm the reconciliation which had been 
fo lately, and fo happily effected. He obferved, 
that her levying troops for the defence of the king,' 
at a time when the whole nation feemed to breathe 
one fpirit of loyalty and afFeftion, might wake the 
jealoufy and fufpicion of thofc noblemen who had 
i>een reconciled to her family : that their fufpicion 
would naturally prompt them to take mealures for 
their ov^ prefer vaiion : and that one mifunderftand- 
6 ing 
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ii\g might produce another, until the whole king* ^ ^' '^*3. 
liom fhould be involved in civil \Krar and confufion. 
^n order to prevent thefe calamities, he earneftlv 
intreated her to difband her troops, that all the 
•nobles of the kingdom might, without fear pr fuf- ^ 

picion, pay their refpeAs to their young fovereign, 
,and contribute with all their power towards the 
maintenance of public tranquillity. The queen 
^ad no reafon to doubt the fincerity of Gloujrefter, 
-y^ho had always treated her with the utmoft defe- 
rence, and minifefled uncommon zeal for the in- 
tereft of her children : Ihe believed his letter was 
the effeft of loyalty and good fenfe. As he had 
not yet dropped the leaft hint of his intention to 
claim the adminiftration, fha followed his advice as 
the wholefome counfel of a friend ; and, fent an 
order to Rivers to dilband his forces, that' they 
might not give umbrage to the nation. 

The carl obeyed this order without hefitation, Arreftstha 
and lee out with the king for London, without any vws,^sirRir 
other attendants than the ordinary domeftics. Young chard Gray, 
Edward was met by the dukes of Gloucefter and Thomls 
Buckingham, in the neighbourhood of Northamp- Vaughan. 
ton, which they had already fecured with nine hun- 
dred men ; and they approached him with marks 
of the moft profound regard and fijbmifllon. Glob- 
ceftcr told him, that as the town of Northampton 
was crouded with ftrangers, his majcfty would be 
more at his eafe in Stony-Stratford, about twelve 
miles fiarther on the London road, where they 
would join him in the morning, and in the mean 
time pais the night at Northampton, His propo- 
fal bdng approved, they invited the earl of Rivers 
to make merry with theni at their lodgings ; and 
he accompanied them to Northampton, glad of 
this Opportunity to cement the late reconciliation by 
his unrtflerved compliance. . They fpent good pare 
i>f the night in fegming harmony, and mutual pro- 

• ' fcffions 
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A. c. 14S3. fefilans'of friendfhip ; but> next morning they or- 
dered him to be put in arrefl, and fet out for Stony ^ 
Stratford^ where they found the king ready to pro* 
iced on h» journey. Before they quitted that place, 

* they took occafion to quarrel with his uterine bro-* 

ther Sir Richaad Gray, whom they accufed of 
having, in conjundtion with the marquh of Dorfet, 
and the earl of Rivers, formed a dedgn to make 
themfelves mafters of the king's perfon : they like- 
wife affirmed, that the marquis had feized the trea* 
fure of the late king, with which he was intrufted* 
Edward himfelf interpoiing on this occafion, faid 
lie would not pretend to juftify the condu£b c^ 
Dorfet, with which he was unacquainted ; but, that 
he would anfwer for 1^ uncle Rivers, and his bror 
ther Richard, who had been always with him fince 
his father's deceafe. The duke of Buckingham 
told his majefty, they v^ett too cunning to make 
him acquainted with their fchemes ; and imme- 
diately ordered his followers to take Sir Richard 
Gray, and. Sir Thomas Vaughan, into tuftody. 
The king was conveyed back to Northampton ; 
and the next day, the prifoners were fent to the 
caftle of Pontefradt, notwithftanding the intreaties 
and tears of Edward, which flowed in great abun* 
dance ; though they ftill treated him with all the 
exterior marks of the moft refpeftful fubmiffion. 

The queen was no fooner informed of thefe pro- 
ceedings, than (he comprehended the whole fcheme 
of the duke of Gloucefter, and looking upon her 
brother and two fons as loft, fled for refuge to the 
fanduary in Weftminfter, with the duke of York^ 
who was about nine years of age, the marquis of 
Dorfet, and the reft of her children. The lord 
Haftings having received an account of the tranfac- 
tion at Northampton, repaired immediately to the 
houfe of the archbifhop of York, to whom he com-' 
municated thefe tidings ^ aflfuring him at the fame 

time. 
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finrte, thstf no harm was imended to the king, to ^Chs^p* 
whom indeed, he was finccrely attached, without 
knowing the defigns of Gloucefter. The arch- 
bi&op arofe immediately from his bed 5 and, tho' 
it was midnight, went to vific the queen, whom he 
found fitting on the floor in the utmoft agony of 
diftrefs,. deploring the fate of her children. . The 
prelate endeavoured to confole her with the affur* 
ance of Haftings 5 but, fhe could derive no com- 
fort from any thing which came from that quarter. 
Then he pro^efted, that if her enemies ihould be 
wicked enough to tak« away the life of the kirig, 
he would forthwith crown the duke of York ; and 
as a pledge of his fincerity, he left the great feal irt 
her hands : but afterwards reflefting, that he ought 
not to have parted with that fnark of the late king's 
confidence, he defired it might be lent back ; and 
Ihe complied with his requeft. Mean while, the 
news of the affair at Northampton filled the whole 
-city of London with tumult and confternation *, and 
•a great number of the citizens took to their arms, 
without knowing what would be the confequence of 
Glouceflcr's conduft. But, their fears were appeafed ^<*^* 
hy the lord Haftings, who afTured them, that the 
king was in no danger ^ and that Rivers and Gray 
had been apprehended for a confpiracy againft the 
lives of the dukes of Gloucefler and Buckinghanri 5 
but that they would be fairly tried by the laws of 
their country. 

In a few days after this difturbance, the king was R'chardi 
brought to. London, which he entered amidft thfe ^^}*^^^^g^ 
acclamations of the people, accompanied by thf ^csiared pror - 
duke of Gloucefter, who rode behind him bare- k^^f^'*^ 
headed, and a great number of noblemen, who kingdom. 
fcemed zealojifly attached to his majefty's. perfon. 
He was condutlcd to -the bi(hop*s palace, as 4 place 
offkfety, under the proteftion of the citizens ; and 
this mark of confidcncr, together with, the refpedt 

which 
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Ave. 1483. which was paid to the pcrfon of the king, intirely 
diffipated thofc fufpicions which the affair of North- 
ampton had produced. Immediately aft^r the re- 
joicings which were made on the king's arrival, the 
.duke of Gloucefier convoked a great council of the 
nobility, to regulate the adminiftration i and thefe 
being chiefly cpmppfed of his own friends, or fucji 
as hated the queen's family ,^ he w^ declared pro- 
tedor of the king and kingdom ; though the coun- 
fcil on this occafion ufurped a prerogative which re- 
fided in the parliament alone. As loon as Richard 
found himfelf vetted with this high office, he de. 
ferived the archbilhop of York of the great feal,' 
which he gave to the bilhop of Lincoln j and filled 
^ith his own creatures all thofc places which had 
been occupied by the queen's adherents. Then he 
propofed in council, that a deputation fliould h^ 
fent to defire the queen would allovy the duke of 
York to attend his brother, and be prefent at his 
coronation. Heobferved, that Eliswibeth's retreat 
into the fanftuary implied a diftruft, which might 
kindle jealoufies, and revive fadlions, to the mani- 
feft prejudice of the nation :- that the circumftancc 
ofYork'^ remaining in the afylum, while his bro-^ 
ther received the crown, WQuld difgrace the ga- 
^vernment in the eyes of foreign potentate^ : and 
that, in all probability, the queen's defign was to 
cfcape from the fandtuary, and raife a flame in the 
kingdom, oh pretence of defending her fecond fon 
from violence. It was therefore,, his opinion, that 
the archbifhop of Canterbury fhould endeavour to 
perfuade the queen to part with the duke of York > 
and that, fliould (he refufe to confply in this par- 
ticular with the defire of the council, the duke of 
S^ork (hould be taken from her by force. Th« 
archbifhop undertook to perfuade her to compliance j 
but vehemently opppfed the propofal for violating 
the fanftuary, which had been fo long, kept (kcrcd. 
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The dafce of Buckingham invieighed agafeft the ^^ c. h«> 
abufe of fandbiiaries^ and jfeconded the opinion of 
the proteftor, which was efpoufed by all the reft of j..y^. 
the council, the ecclefiaftics excepted. 

The cardinal archbilhop being fent as deputy y^^^^j^ 
from the council to the queen^ employed ^1 his elo- ward *n6km 
querice. in vain, to perfuade her that (he omght to J^j^of**** 
part with the duke of Yorkj and finding her in- York are 
flexible, plainly told hery that arefolution was taken j^^t^ 
to withdraw hito by force from the fandtuary. The of LoiMk«w 
haplefs mother, terrified at this declaration, impart^ 
ed to the cardinal her fufpicion3_of Gloucefter, whom 
fhe taxed with a defign upon the crown^ which he 
could not accompli(h without having both her fons 
in his power. The archbifliop^ who never dreamed 
of Richard's ambition, took umbrage at the queen's 
infinuations ^ and told her with great warmth, that 
ber fufpicioDS were injurious to. the charaAerof a' 
prince Mr ho had nothing more at heart than the in- 
tereft of his fovereign, as well as the honour of the 
nobility and prelates in council, who could not be 
fo wicked as to concur in any fuch treafonable de- 
fign. He faid that, without their concurrence, the 
protestor would find fuch a feheme impra&icable ) 
though he was fully perfuaded in his own mind, that 
^ no thought of that nature ever entered the breaft of 
the duke of Gloucefter. The good cardinal wa^ 
really convinced of the protedlor's integrity; there- 
jbre his difcour fe was the more emphatic, and had 
the greater effedt upon Elizabeth, who began to 
4bate in her apprehenfion, though not ib n>uch, but 
that in parting with her fbn, fhe (hed a torrent pf 
tears^ and underwent the moft violent agitation of 
forrow. At length, after having embraced him 
wkhatl the eagernefs of maternal affe6tion, heighten- 
ed by the fear of lofing the beloved objeift for ever, 
ihe delivered him into the hands' of the archbifhop, . 
fey whom he. was conduced to the prptcdor; and 
-* ^ Ricfaoia^. 
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^.c. H'SRichard received hktt with all the marks of patent^ 
tenderneis, defining he would look upon him a$ his 
guandianand father. The two young princes feem- 
ed extremely happy at meeting, and began to think 
their lincte Richard fincere in his prdfeffions of duty 
and friendfhip : but, this happinefs was not of lon^ 
duration 5 for, in a few days, they were tonveyra 
from the biflipp's palace to the Tower, from whence? 
the kingsof England «(ed to ride in proceflion thro*^ 
the Hreets of Liwidoii to their coronation at Weft- 
minfter^ a cuftom which iiow fumiflied Glou- 
ccfter with a pretext for fecuring his nephews in 
clofe cuftody. 
Hivm, It was at this junfinre that Richard is faid tohave 

Gray, and communicated his fcheme to the duke of Bucking-' 
3:ita^ed ham, who was a nobleman without principle ; ^d 
^^p«ntc- therefore eafify engaged in the projcft of Gloucefter> 
who promiied to reeompencc his fervices with a 
grant of certain lands in Hercfordfhire, tht late 
king^s wardrobe, md a patent for rendering the 
office of cotiftabk hereditary in his family. The 
protedor having fectired Buckingham in his in^^^ 
tereft, refolved to rid his hands or the prifoners at 
Fontefrad, wbofc death would deprive the royal fa-^ 
mily of their chief f«pport. •'For this purpofe h* 
held confukations with his friends, and found 
Haftings partkularly pleafed with the defign of dif- 
patching Rivers and-Gray, who had done him many 
ill offices in the lateriign. The lord Howard like- 
wife alTehted to tl^e fcheme for the fame reafon ; 
.and Sir Thomas RadcIifF governor of Pontefraft, 
received inftru6tions to put it in execution. He 
had already afiembkd five thoufand men for the 
fcrvice of Ri<ihard ; fo that having nothing tor 
fear from the refentment of the people in the 
neighbourhood, he- caufed the earl of Riverrf, Sir 
Richard Gray, and Sir Thomas Vaughan, to be be-> 
headed, witho\)t any form of trial. 

In 
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In.th« mean time the duke of Glouceftcr'endea- a.c. ,483. 
voured to engage in his fervice a great number of ^«?<«> 
profligate perfons of dfcfperat« fortunes^ without ^H^^^ 
fear, con fcience, or any other principle of aftion"!«o^ 
than felf-intefeft; who would execute his com- ^^^^"^ 
mands and dire&ions, how wicked and crue} fo^ 
ever rhey might be, without remqrfe or helitation; 
W hik he • privately inUfted this band ei defpera* 
doeS) he .ftill niaintained his diflimulation in the ^ 
eyis of the world, affeSiiig to prepare for the co*- 
ronation of his neptiew, at which he fammoned 
all gcntlefl)en poffcffing forty pounds a year, to at- 
tend and receive the honour of khighthood. His 
oext fcheme was to find out a pretence for exchiding 
the chadren of Edward from the throne, as well ai 
chofe of CUrence, who ftood between him and his 
hopes. When the refolution is once taken, ppcv . 
tencea ^reeafily invented to give it countenance^ 
His emiflams bi^an to prepare the public fc^* his 
ufufp^on, by fpr^ding reports to the prejudice of 
his fiK^her's reputation* They whifpered about^ 
that the old dutchefs of York had been falfe to her 
hulbaia^d's bed ; and that neither Edward nor Cla- 
rence were begottea. 1:^ their reputed father j where<- 
as Richard wore his eirprefs image, both in the feat- 
tfiiesof his cojifi^ntfitce, and Hneaments of his 
mind Md tiHpofition. Not comen&ed with afper^ 
fing the eharafter^ a lady, which had hittusrto 
been unbtenaifted, they fixed the imputation of 
bafti»rdy upon Edward's children, in :confequenc^ 
of the pretended Di^rriage, }>y which tbey faid he 
was previoufly conoraded to Elizabeth Lucy. Thi^ 
infmuacod, that ^e children of Clarence were rei)« 
dered tnca[Sable of Succeeding to the throne^ by the 
att^oder of their fairer ; aod mentioned Richard^ 
not only as the true heir of bloody but alio, as a 
^iace po&ifid of ei'^ry quality that could adorn 
a crown. 

N*,j4, M Thcfe 


I 


1 62 


H i S,T O R Y Of ENGLAND. 


A.c 1483. TWfe reports were difleminated in fuch an drt^ 
HcdivMa fui manner, that they gained credit apnong the 
• ^^ ' lower daft of people, while they gave umbrage td 
thofe noblemen who were auached to the family of 
the late king, and in particular to lord Hailmgs, 
who was ftill inti rely ignorant of Richard's real 
iTii. Croy- de0gn. The protestor was well acquainted with 
^*^\ his fentiments ; but had hitherto lived upon terms 
of friendflup with him, on account of his great in* 
tereft in the city of London ; nor was h^ altogether 
without hope of bringing him indrely over to his 
intereft. He likewife cultivated a feeming friendv 
ibip with the two archbifhops, the btfhop of Ely^ 
s^nd the lord Stanley, Who were welLwiihers to the 
two young princes, becaufe he found his account 
•in their countenance; and refolved to wear the 
mafque until he (hould have no further occafibn fot 
their alTiiUnce. In order to amufe them m the 
meantime, he fixed a day for the coronation of 
Edward, and divided his council, On pretence of 
making inore expedition in preparing for that fo- 
lemnity* His own creatures fat at Weftminfter, 
attended by Edmund Shaw the mayor of London, 
who was dievoted to the prcHiedtoPs intereft, while 
the noblemen that favoured the caiife of Edward, 
.were dettched in a feparate comniittee to^the Tow^, 
where they met every day to fuperintend the pre- 
parations. They foon perceived that obftacks 
« were induibioufly raifed to prevent the execution of 
iheir orders : that very few peribns were admitted 
to the king, who was attended by a fmall number 
of domeilics, while his uncle was continually fur- 
rounded by fwarms of courtiers, whom he carefled 
with fuch affability as feemed contrary to his na^ 
.tural difpofition. Thefe circumftances, added to 
the delay of the coronation, alarmed the lord 
Stanley, who now began to fufpeA the duke of 
Gloucefter of iinifter defignSr He freely conv 
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Tnuiiieated his iufpicions to his collcgucs ; and, as ^- ^ '4*^- 
the refatucions of the other council were myfterioufly 
concealed from their knowledge, propofcd, that; 
they (hould, without lois of time, concert proper 
tneafures for the f^cty of their fovereign. The 
lord Haftings, who firmly believed that the pro- 
te6lor had no other defign but that of deftroying 
the queen's faftion, difpelled thefe juft fufpicions, 
by alluring them there was nothing to be feared 
from the other council \ and offered to pawn his 
head, that if they fhould take any ftep to the pr^- 
judice of the king and the realm, he Ihould be in« 
formed of it by one of the members who was intirely 
devoted to his intereft. This was his friend and 
confident Catefby ; but he little dreamed that this 
man betrayed him, and that fuch was the price by 
which he purchafed the confidence of the proteftor. 
The lord Stanley and his collegues allow^ them^ 
felves to be convinced by the afiurances of Haftings, 
whoft intelligence they prefer^ to their own ob* 
fervations; and thus neglefted the, opportunity 
which never recurred. 

Mean while, Richard thought it was now high ^^^I'l^f' 
time, either to make a convert of Haflings to his arreftcd ani 
views, or to deftroy him at once : for this purpofe ^^^^^ 
he employed Catefby to -found that nobleman, fo-mof 
touching his opinion of the protcftor's right, which ^"*'* 
happened at that time to be the common fubje£fc of 
converfation. Haftings not only refuted all the 
fuggeftions concerning the baftardy of Edward and 
his children; but affured Catefby, that he would 
with all his interefl, and even his heart's bipod, 
fupport the young princes againft all their enemies. 
This declaration was innnediately reported to the 
prote&or^ who being extremely defirous of enga- 
ging' Haftings in his dcfign, direded Catefby to 
try him once more, and even hint the projeft which 
was formed for the exclufion of l^is nephews. Ca- 
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^ ^' »4«3* tefby, in this fecond converfatioti, found him moHf 
than ever determined to oppofe any enterprize tha( 
fliould be formed againfl: his mafter's children ^ 
and Richard, for chat very reaibn, devpted him to 
Jmmediate death. He repaired l» the morning ta 
the council in the Tower, where he bciiayed ^itb 
Iremarkable affability to the « members ; and after 
fome ftay withdrew, defiring, them, to continue 
their deliberations^ and give the Jaft orders touch- 
ing the ceremony of the corooacioQ, wbidi h^ 
been too long delayed. In about an hour afteif* 
his departure^ he returned with a frowning afped, 
biting hifr lips, add exhibiting all the nurks of in* 
ternal agitation. After fome paiife,. 'VMylords, 
«' (faid he) what punifliment dp thofe defer ve who 
** have confpired againfl: my life ?** The whole 
council was confounded at this. qjaeftioA ; ^nd the 
lord Haftings replied, in the naoaeof thie reft, 
that whoever was guilty of fiich a crime ought 19 
bepuniflhed as a ^aitor.. " It is no other (cried 
V Richard) than that forcerefs my fifter-inJaw^ 
•' with her accomplices." Before his hearers had 
time to recoiled: themfclves from the fear and* 
aftonifhment which this prelude pn^duced, he bared 
his left arm, which was .withered, and prefenpng it 
tathe Goundl, "Behold, (faidhc)wliiat.th^t force- 
^^ refs, and the wretched Shore have done by the 
*♦ power of their jncantatbns ! they ji»vc reduced 
^^ this arm to the condition in which you now fee 
*« it ; and the reft of my body would have (hajred 
". '* the fame fate, if, by the finguiar .proteilion oi 
>^' heaven, their infamous pra^ices had not been 
** difcovered.*f Thefe words.redoubled their iunaze- 
nieiit and terror^ as they well knew, his ann ^lacl 
been always in that ihrivelled condition ; and a* 
they were fully perfunded, that i£ tfee queen had 
formed any foch defign, fee wcmld never have cojur 
inunicated it lo Jane Shore, who bad bden the coa« 
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€nbine dFher hufband, and now lived on the fame ^'^^ '4S> 
footing with the lord Haftinga^who was the queen's 
profefied enemy. Thia nobletnaA could i^t help ^ 

expreffing his doubts about the truth of thp infcMr** 
mation, by faying, if they were gutity,* they de- 
fcrved to be punifhed. ^* How ! (cried the pro- 
** ceftor with great emotion) do*ft thoU anlwer me 
' ^^ with an If» as if I had forged the acctifadon h h 
•* tell thee they have plotted agtinft my life, and 
** thou thyfeff art one of their accomplices." Soi 
iayingy he ftruck the table twice, and immecfiately 
the halt was filled withr armed men : dien, turiiing 
to Hailio^, he faid, ** i arreft thee for the crime 
** of treafon/' " Whciy me^ my lord V' fepJied that? 
unfortunate nobleman. ** Yes, thce» thou traitor,"- 
exclaimed the proteftor, and ordered him to bef 
feized by the foktiers. This arrcft octafioned a 
tumult in the apartsn^nt^ during wHsch one ni thb 
foldiers attempted to Ckare the headdf brd Stanley 
with a battle-ax, on [!)rd?tnce t»f keeping the peace/ 
but he mif&d his aim; and Stanley, by creeping 
under the tdjle, faved his life at the expence of ^ 
dangeroils wptmd. Nevierthelels, he was amefted,' 
together with the ardhbiifaop erf York, and th© , 
biihop of Ely : but, is for HafUngs, Richard wasf 
fb bent upon his deftruftion, that he- fwore be 
would not dtne, uiitii hts bead fhoufai be lerereki 
from bis flioulders ; fo that he had joft time to coti^ 
fefs himfelf te the firft prkft that coikld be fotind,^ 
and then^ was beheaded on a log 6f rimben ^ 

Richard, knowing how much Haftings was be- Jane short 
loved by the citiiscns of London, thotlght iit nc-. ^^^"* 
ceflary to ufe fame pretext for 'thb precipitate exe^' 
cudon, and fent a mefl&gejx> the mayor and aiders 
men, defiring to fee them immBdiately. In the 
mean time he and Buckihghanr caied chemfdves 
i^p i(t rufty armour -, - and when the niag^ftracy of 
London repaired to the Towers iarDbraieace:o6 
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A.c. 1423. his tnetfage, he told them that the lord Haftings^ 
and ibtne others had confpired againft his life. He 
faid he had not been informed of their defign till 
ten in the morning, when the proofs appeared fb 
plain, that the king and council thought itabfolute* 
ly ncceflary to execute Haftings without delay, as 
they underflood a great number of people were^ 
ready to rife in his favour ; that, in fuch a prefling^ 
emergency, he was fain to put on the firft armour- 
he could find, ibr the fecurity of his perfba ; and 
that he had fent for them to be witnefS^s pf the 
truth, that they might inform the people, add 
prevent or appeaie the tumults which UI defigning 
perfons might raife in the city. The mayor and 
aldermen faw through the pretext ; they durft not, 
however, fignify their real fentiments, but pro- 
mifed to obey his orders, and withdrew. Imme- 
diately after this conference, a proclamation was 
publifhed in the king's name, declaring, that, as 
the lord Haflings had entered into a confpiracy ta 
feize his majefly's perfon, and flay the protc6tor 
and the duke of Buckingham, , that he might go- 
vern the realm according to his own pleafure, the. 
king, for the prevention of this wickea defign, had, 
by the advice of his council, puniflied him with- 
out delay : that no perfon was ever more defe<"ving 
of the death of a traitor than Haflings, who had 
advifed the late king to take fo many fatal fteps 
contrary to the liberty and privileges of the peo-» 
pie : that he had been the condudor and com-, 
paiiion of Edward's debauchery : and that he had 
\^ . fpent the laft night with Jane Shore, the accomplice 
of ^ all his crimes, and of that in particular for/ 
which he fufiered. Thb proclamation contained 
many other afpetfions calculated to diminifh the 
afieftion which the people had always exprefled for 
lord Haftings, and anticipate their compaflion ; 
but it did not produce the delired tffe&. Jane 
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Shore being apprehended and brought brfore the ^- ^' '4«^3« 
touncil, the duke of Gloucefter accufed her qf 
having praftiled witchcraft, and entered into the 
confpirady of Haftings againd his life. But (he 
made her innocence appear fo plain, chat they could 
not, with any (hadow of jufticc, condemn her up- 
on this accufation : then flie was profecuted for the 
irregularities of her life, which (he could not deny 1 
and being delivered to the ecclcfiaftical jurifdiftion, 
was condemned to do public penance ih St. Paul's 
church, and to walk in proceffion before the crofs,* 
barefoot, half naked, and a burning taper in her 
hand. 

Thofe executions at London and Pontefrafl*, 
without form and procefs, together with the im- 
prifonment of the archbifhop of York, the bifhop 
of Ely, and the lord Stanley, left the people no ^ 
reafon to doubt but that the proteftor had a deiign 
upon the crown ; and the whole kingdom was 
filled with confternation. This was a junfture at 
which he refolved to manifeft his intention v but, 
as he defired to have the approbation of the Lon- 
doners, he confuited with his confident the duke of 
Buckingham, about means for procuring this ad'- 
vantage* They refolved to redouble their induftry 
in perfuading the people that the children of Ed- 
ward, were baflards, on the fuppofition that thofe 
whom their emifTaries could not convince, would 
be deterred from attempting to undeceive their 
neighbours. Do6tor Ralf Shaw, the mayor's bro* p,. shtv 
. ther, preached a fermon at St. Paul's crofs, in ^'Jj;!}^^*" 
which he not only enlarged upon Edward^s pre- R^i^rf, 
vious oiarriagp with Elizabeth Lucy, which render- 
ed his other children illegitimate, butalfo expatiated 
upon the baftardy of Edward himfelf and his bro- 
ther Clarence, who he affirmed were begotten by 
perfons whoni the dutchefs of York admitted to 
her bed in the abfence of her hufband: then he 
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A.vc. 14S3. jj^jjjg ^ tranfition to the duke of Glouccfter, whoa« 
be reprefented as the true fon of York^ whdm he 
perfectly refembled in Kis features as well as in his 
virtues, and poured forth an extravagant .panegyric 
on this prince, during which he intended to have 
prefenxed hirnfelf to the people, in hope that, nnoved 
by the eloquence of the preacher, they would huvc 
faluted him as king. The duke, however, did not 
arrive until the doctor had exhaufted his encomium, 
and began to difcufs another fubjeft. , Ncverthc- 
kfs, feeing the proceftor approach, he repeated his 
praife with the moft ' fulfome exaggeration, while 
Richard walked through the crowd to his place; 
But, inftead of hearing the acclamation of ** Long 
" live king^ Richard !" he faw the audience hang 
their heads in profound filence, deteftihgthe vena- 
lity of the preacher, who forfeited all his popula- 
rity by this fliameful proftitution of his talfefit, and 
toricealed himfelf in retirement, where he foon died 
of forf ow and remorfe. , 

The duke Shaw*s fcrmon having been fo unfavourably re- 
hfm'^ha-'*' ^^i^^d, the duke of Buckingham, who w?s fan)cd 
ningues the for his clocution, undcf took to harangue the peo* 
jTcSd? P^^ ^" ^^^ Tuefday following at Guildhall ;, there 
Wi. the aldermen and common couodi being aflembled 

by the lord npayor, the duke refbfned the topits 
which doftor 'Shaw had handled fb unfuccefsftilly, 
l^e told them^ thb lords in\ council, and com- 
mons of the kingdbm, had decjkred th^t ndi 
baftard fhould fit Upon the throne of England, and 
infifted upon the crown*s being adjudged to' the 
duke of Gloucefter, the only fbn of the late duke 
of York : he ft id there was reafon.to fear that magr 
nanimous prince w'ould rejefl: the offer-, but he 
lioped that if all the people, .e(|>ecia11y the citizerfi 
of London, would unite in tbeif folicitatioiis, 
Richard might be perfuaded to bifcaf the weighty 
burthen of governmentj wWch Was too heavy for' 
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an infant*s fhoulders. He therefore defired, hi his *• ^* '*^^ 
own name, and that of the council, th^y wojuld' 
declare their opinion -, and hcu-e he paufed, in ex- 
pedation of hearing them exclaim. "'King Richard ! 
♦* King Richard!'- But, to hjs great furprize, 
an univerfal filence prevailed. He repeated his ha- 
rangue with fomcl variation ; and ftili thty con- 
tinued mute and merancholy. He then exprefled 
his difpleafure to the mayor, who CoM* him, that 
the people were not ufed' to be harangued by any 
perlbn but the recorder, who was the ciry orator. 
This officer being ordered to fpeak, cm the fame 
fubjefi:, recapitulated all that the duke had faid ; 
and concluded with defiring they would aiifwcr 
pofitively, whether or notthey would have the duke 
of Gloucefter for their king. Aconfufed murmur 
tan through the multitude j and fome of the duke*s 
domeftics, having infinuated themfelves afnong 
the croud, cried, ** Lon^ live king. Richard I'* 
A few burghers, who hadbeen previoufly cdrrupt- 
ed, joined io this acclamation ; and tht apprentices 
and populace who ftood at the gate threw up their' 
caps in honour of the duke of Gloucefter. Blick- 
Jngham, commanding filence, told them, he wa^ 
rejoiced to find his propofal met with fuch univerfal' 
approbation •, and defirpd they Would meet him ne*t 
day at the fame time and place, that thcjr might 

fo together and prefent an humble fuppUcation to^ 
is highnefs, beieeching him to nfiount tfre throne, 
and govern the people as his own fubjefts. ^^' ^^'^' 

TKe cirizens were difmifled for that day. On Richard tc,. 
the morrow, the dlike of Buckingham, widi the *^^ 
mayor, aldermen, and a multitude of the protec- 
tor^s adherents, repaired to Barnard's Caille, where 
he refided, in order to prefent an- addrefs, in the 
pame of the three eilates, declaring the baftardy of 
Edward'^ children ; and intreating liim to afTume 
\ih^ crown, wWcli W»s his true inheritance. Richard 

pretended 


170 HISTORY or ENGLAND, 

A.C.J4S3. pyetcnd^d to be terrified at fuch a concoiKfe of 
peopk, as if he had thought they came with fome 
finifter defign upon his perfon ; and when at length 
Buckingham prevailed upon him to give them 
audience, he came forth with all the marks of ter- 
ror and diftruft. He afFefted g^eat furprize at their 
propofaU which he declined, obferving that he 
loved his brother's children above all the crowns 
in the world : though he confidered their addrefa 
a$ a proof of their afFeftion, which he Ihould never 
forget. He exhorted them to live quietly under 
the fovereign to whom they owed their obedience; 
and he promifed for himfelf that he would, to the 

• beft of his power, advife his nephew to goi^ern in 
fuch a n^anner as to render his people fiouriihing 
and happy. The duke of Buckingham, appearing 
very much diflatisfied with this anfwer, declared, 
that the people were unanimoufly refolved that 
none of Edward's children fbould fit upon the 
throne; and that, if he would, not receive the 

. crown, they Ihould be obliged to offer it to fome 
Other perfon. This declaration foftened the pro-' 
tedtor into compliance. He told them, that fincc 
they werei determined to rejeft the children of Ed- 
ward, he was contented to accept the crown,; which 
was undoubtedly his lawful inheritahce, though he 
received it with more pleafure, as the free gift of a 
free people. This condefcenfion in Richard was 

4 applauded with loud acclamations., Next day he 
. repaired to Weftminfter-Hall, where, placing hint- 
felf in the royal feat, he made a fpeech to the au- 
dience, and gave the judges a ftrift charge for th^ 
due ^dminiftration of juftice. 
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Sirhamed Crook-Back. 

THIS farce bein^ afted with all imaginable ^^^ uSj. 
fuccefs, the duke of Gloucefter wa$ pro- ^^^j^^* 
claitxied king of England and France, by, the name ^^ **"**^ 
of Richard III. on the twenty fecond day of June, 
and the fixth day of July fixed for the ceremony 
of his coronation, which he deferred till that. time, 
in expectation of being reinforced by five thoufand 
men from the North, as he did not much confide 
in the attachment of the" LondonerjR During this 
interval, he conferred the office of chancellor upon 
the bilhop of Lincoln, who was one of his fa^ 
vourites. He bellowed the office of marefchal on 
lord John Howard, together with the title of duke 
6f Norfolk ; and the next day appointed him high- 
conftable for the coronation. His fon Thomas 
Howard, was created earl of Surrey ; William 
Berkeley was promoted to the title of earl of Not- 
tingham ; and lord Lovel, one of Richard's chief 
confidents, was raifed to the title of vifcount. Tho- 
mas Rotherham archbifiiop of York was difcharged 
from confinement ; and the .lord Stanley was not 
only releafed, but even appointed fteward of the 
houfhold : not that Richard had any real regard for 
, this nobleman, but this . indulgence was the eflre(% 
of his apprehenfion; for Stanley's fon the Iprd 
Strai^ge had begun to levy troops in Lincolnfhire, 
and Richard thought this was the moil likely expe- 
lient for preventing the confequences of a rebellion, 
The univerfity of Oxford prefented ^ petition in fa- 
vour of Morton bifhop of Ely ; and though the 
lew king niortally hated that prelate, he would not, 
n the beginning of his reign, difoblige fuch a ve- 
nerable ■ 
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A. c. 14S3, nerable body by a flat refufal : nor would he fet 
, the bifhop akogesher at liberty y bw he chefe a nje- 
dium, arid committed hitil to the <!are of the duke 
of Buckingha^m, who fent him to his caftle of 
^rT.Morc fireckaock in Wales, On thefixth day of July, he 
a"w<^min- ^nd Anne his queen, daughter of Richard earl of 
**» Warwick, were crowned with gt^at pomp at Weft- 

^ miAfter. All the noblemen in uhe kingdom affiftcd 

it thils ceremony, that they might not, by their 
abfente^ incur the fufpicion of Che new king, whofc 
<^-haf after was fo formidable; and the queen's traia 
Was borrtfe up by Margaret countefe of Richmond,^ 
t/i<> of lord Stanley, and moAeP to the carl 6£ 
Richmond then an exile m Brittany* 
Srnds^m. Richifd how fcemed fecufe fram air oppofitioij. 
di^T^ '^ There was not a nobleman in the kingdom who 
part, of the had intereft enough to raif© the lekft diflrurbancey 
*^*'^*^^' Except thofe who were intirely devoted to his in- 
fereit. The queen dowager, with her five daugh-1 
t^rs, and her brother the marquis of Dorfet, ftilJ 
remained itt the fanftuary. Sir Richard WideviHe 
ri>^ed in concealment; while Edward V. and hia 
bri3cher the duke of York continued clofe prifoners 
in the Tower, the governmeni of which was con- 
ferred on' Sir Richard Brack^nbury, on whofefide-. 
iity Richard placed the greateft dependence, Nc-4 
verthelefs, that he might ftfengthen his poww wirjt 
foreign alliances, and prevent his enemies from re-' 
reiving any affiflance abroad ^ he feftC Bernard dd 
la f'orce as his ambaflTador irito Caftile, to renew 
, the ^ntient ailliance v/ith Ferdinand and Ifabella. 
He appointed commiffiohers to treat with Francd 
about certain ififra^lJons of the truce, ths^ it lAight 
be renewed and confirmed j he vefted Thomas 
^ Huttbn with full power to prolong the truce with 
Francis II. duke of Brittany $ and this ambaflTador 
received inftruftions about a new treaty with- that 
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prince, touchiog hia delivering up the earl of Ricb- -^•9- '4^* 

inond. ... Rymcr, 

Thofe nnieafures being'taken, Richard is ftid to Death of 
have compaflH the death of hi$ two nephews in the ^^J J^"^J 
Tower : ajad, in order to avoid the fufpicion of be- tiie towci;, 
uig <;ojicer0ed in this tragedy, to have made a pro- 
grcfs through feveral counties,, on pretence of re- 
forming the abufes which had crept into the a^n^i-- 
fiiftration of juftice. In the courfe of this circuit; 
he refided foiro time at Qlpucefter, which he af- 
fected tq favour as the plgce from which he derived 
his title. He was accompanied b^ the du^ of 
Buckingharb, who now. Teemed to think his ier vicef 
could never be fuf&ciiei^Fly recomp^nced, a^d was 
become io arrogant, that the king found it necef^ 
fary to hiMnble his pricje. The firft oj>pDrtuiMt3r 
that offered, Richard tre^tp4 him fupercilKHiQy, sud 
even refufed him fome Uttle favours he had. occafioA 
to alk 5 for, with regard 4K) the eftate oif Hereford, 
which fome hiftorians have n^ade the ca,ufe of this 
difference, it appears, by a gjr^nt of RicWd, men^ 
tioned by Dugd^^» ihut the duke had ai^ually re*^ 
ceived all the l^nds h^ could h^ve reafonably claimed 
as i)elon^ing to that family from which he. was de- 
fcended. In a)l prpbabt)ity therefore, he took um^ 
brage at lome other re^utfe or nmrtifying (light ; 
and having obtained permigign tv :go ^qd regylafif 
his donieftic affairs, repFf^ in di%u& to his caii^^ 
of Br€cfciM>qk. After, his d«pv.tttre, %ht king pro* 
ceeded to the execution of t^e fcHeme he k^ pro* 
jeS^d for making away ^th hb n^f^ws ia the 
Tower. He had iburided Brak^ntiv^y the gover^ 
iior upon thi^ fqbjeiiSk ; nr^ finding hiipfi too cfm^ 
fcientioaas to be concerned in jthe perpeira^n of fuch 
aqr^el mur^^ ke en^ptoyed Sir Jiwes Tyrrel, wha 
had 4^d fis f^ii^^n- gfj^eral during tbe reigiiof 
£dwafdi iV. uader the title of vke2€onftM^, hf 

virtue 
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A.,c, 1483. virtue of a conimiflSion, impowering him td take 
cognizance of all cafes of treafon ; and, upon ^ 
bare inipedion of the faQ:, iee juftice immediately 
executed upon the criminal, without noife, form 
of trials or appeal. This murdering conimidloii 
wa? renewed by Richard \ and'Tyrrd having re- 
ceived his inftruftions, found accefs to the Tower, 
where he is faid to have taken away the lives of the 
innocent princes, by the hands of two ruffians, who 
' fmothered them in their beds, and buried their bo-, 
dies under a ftsurcafe. This is the account given 
by Sir Thomas More, which ought to be read with 
caution, becaufe written in the fubfequent reign, 
when every hiftorian and writer endeavoured to xn- 
finuate himfelf into the favour of Henry, by 
blackening the character of his predecefibr. True 
it is Tyrrel is faid to have confefled the fa6t, when 
he was arrefted for treafon againft Henry ; but very 
little dependence ought to be placed on extorted 
confeflions. At this period, the two young princes 
certainly difappeared : and in the reign of Charles IL 
the workmen employed in repairing that part of tlie 
Tower, found the bdnes of a fmall human fkeleton, 
which were interred in Weftminfter- Abbey, as the 
remains of thofe two unhappy princes^ If they 
were put to death at this jun^ure, Richard muft 
have a6ted from mere wantonnefs of barbarity ; for 
his throne feemed to be ftrongly eftablifhed, the 
whole kingdom was quiet, ail the partifans of Ed- 
ward^s children were crufbed and ruined, and the 
children themielves declared illegitimate. Perhaps 
young Edward, who was of a weakly conftitution, 
died of grief and terror, with which he certainly 
was overwhelmed from the moment of his depQ- 
fition ; and his brother the duke of York was cori^- 
veyed beyond fea, where he lived fome time in ob^ 
fcurity, and afterwards appeared as a pretender to 
the Engliih crown, Even this conjefture is attended 

with 
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vtrixh ftiaterial objediions. Had Edward died of a ^* ^- '♦*> 
nataral death, Richard would have found bis ac- 
oounc in pubiifliing his fate to the world, and honour- 
ing the body with a magnificent funeral. If the 
duke of York had efcaped into Flanders, his a,unc 
the dutchefs of Burgundy would naturally have 
owned him as fuch from the beginnings that there 
might be no doubt of his birth and quality in the 
iequel, when an opportunity fhould oifer to a/Tert 
his pretenfions. After all, when we/conlidet the 
ianguinary difpofition of Richard, and the my fieri* 
0US difappearance of the two princes, we cannot 
pretend to acquit him of the imputation which 
hath been fixed^upon his memory y -notwithflanding 
all the pains which have been taken to gild over his 
charader, by Buck, who was, in all refpeds a moft 
dd{Mcable hiftorian, and feems to have commenced 
jdie panegyrift of Richard, becaufe one of his an- 
ceftors was engaged in the fervice of that inhuman 
xyrant. We are told by Sir Thomas More, that 
although Richard exprelfed great joy when Tyrrel 
gave him to. underllaod his prder was exjecuted on 
che two princes, he was afterwards haunted by the 
iuries of remorie ; that he often ftarted from his 
fleep in the litmoft trepidation ; that he frequently 
iTolied his eyes, bit his Up, and fumbled with hia 
dagger, exhibiting in his countenance and de- 
meanour all the marks of terror and diftrufl. 

It muft be owned however that the king, in his ^'<^!»*"J'» 
.{H-ogreis, adnuniftred juftice with great impartiality ; ted prince of 
and, by an unwearied attention to the intereft of ^*'««- 
his fufojedls, feemed bent upon making an atone • 
menc for the blood through which he had waded 
id the thrQj)e. From Gloucefter he repaired to 
York, whefe he had the fatisfadtion of receiving , i 
Geoffi^ de Safiola, aoibaiTador from Spain, whom 
PerdinaJid and Ifabella had fent on purpofe to renew 
the antienc alliance between Caitile and England. 

- He 
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A, c; 1483, He was fo well pleafed to find himfelf adkiiO#^ 
ledged by that princeis, who was defcended froixt 
the hoiife of Ldncafter, that he knighted and ca« 
refled the ambaiTador : he wrote very afiedUonatxe 
juid refpe^tful letters to their catholic majeilies, and 
even to their minifters. While Richard refickd at 
York he was a iecond time crowned in the .cathe<» 
draj of that city ; and his fon, a boy ten yours of 
age, was created prince of Wales with the ufual 
fokmnities. Here too he received the tidings, of 
the death of Lewis XL king of FrancCy who was 
fucceeded by his only (on Charles VUL a mim^*^ 
. tinder the guardianlbip of his fifter Anne, wife o£ 
Peter de Bourbon, lord of Beaujeu : but the duke 
of Orleans, as- firil prince of the blocki, difputed 
the regency with her y and this conteil produced 
fuch troubles in the French court as hindered the 
renewal or confirmation of the truce with England^ 
which Richard eagerly folliqited. 

•rhedukc^f While the king enjoyed thefe events atYorfc^ 

^^^'ftnd ^^^ ^^^^ ^ Buckingham brewed a ftorm againft 

Motion bi- him, big with danger and expedation. That nor 

wmrJ^ea^^' blcman, who was naturally loud, imperious, and 

fchcmein indifcrect, had not fpent many days at Brecknock^ 

Siri^TUf when his difcon tent and hatred towards Richard 

Richmond, were perceived by his prifoner, Moi^ton hiihop of 

Ely, a prelate of lingular penetration and addrefs. 

ilt iiad formerly been a zealous partifsui of the 

houfe of Lancafter, but yielded to the torrent at 

the acceflion of Edward, who found him ufefiil in 

his affairs, and appointed him a member of his 

council. He ftUl retained the warmeU incUnatiofifli 

for the Lanciiftrian intereft; and penoeiving the 

refentment of Buckingham, infinuated himfdf into 

his confidence, by reviling Richard, whom Jbe jde- 

tefted as a tyrant and a ruffian, who, not contetited 

with having {hed the bed blood of the nd^ility, and 

ufupred the crown^ bad now completed hks inhxii- 
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riiariity with the mufder of the tw^o innocent princes. ^* ^* »4&i- 
ISuckingham, in the trinfports of -his paffion, de- 
jnotinced vengeance agaiftft this monfter of barba*- 
^ Hty aftd ingfatitude ; ind Morton is faid to have ad- 
. vifed him to 'claim th6 crown in his own right, as 
defcended from AAtie, daughter of Thomas de 
Wbdeftoke, earl of G}oU(iefter, and third fon of 
the t:hrfd Edward; but the duke, forefecing that 
in fuch a <ia1e thts? friends of Henry earl of Rich- ■ 
itiond would join the hbufe of York againfl: him^ 
declined following the biOiop*s advice, and declared 
ih farvour of that nobleman, who was the true heir 
of the houfe of Lancafter., He propofed that -' 
Henry (houldel|)oufe Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of 
Edward IV". and by this alliance reunite the two 
hoiafes in his favouf. The bifliop relilhed the ex- 
pfedi^nft,' as a fcheme conformable to juftice, that 
In all probability would effectually extinguifli the 
embers of thofe civil wars by which the kingdom 
had bfeen fo long harrafled and depopulated. Hen- 
ry eafl of Richmond was the fon of a Welfliman, 
as ive have already obferved ; but his mother Mar- 
garet waj daughter of John de Beaufort, duke of 
Someriet, and grandfon of John of Ghent, duke of 
Lancafter. Ma^arct's father, dying without male 
iffue, his younger brother Edmund fucceeded to his 
title ; but he and all his pofterity being deftroyed 
iii the civil war, Margaret and her fon were the only 
fufviting branches of that family, and confequently • 
tEe heirs of the houfe of Lancafter. Neverthelefs, 
their title was liable to one great objeftion : They 
were defcended from Catherine Swinford, who had 
been concubine to John of Ghent; and although ' 

her children were declared legitimate by aft of par- 
liament, and capable of inheriting titles and eftates^ 
they were not allowed to affume the name of Plan- 
tagenet ^ nor did the aft of their legitimation ex- 
tend to their being rendered capable of fucceeding 
N^. 44. . N. to 
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A.C. 14S3. (Q ^\{q throne : even fuppofing their right had ex- 
tended fo far, they .could hardly have pretended to 
come in competition with the defcendants of the 
duke of Lancafter by his lawful martiage ; who 
amounted to ten or twelve different princes and 

Erinceffes in Spain, Portugal, and Germany. Thefe, 
owever, fcemed to be excluded from the crown, 
in the opinion of the Enghfli •, and Richmond's 
right was tacitly acknowledged by the repeated ef- 
forts which Edward IV. and Richard made to fe- 
cure his perfon. Had not the intercft of this no- 
bleman been very great, and his title efpoufed by 
all the friends of the .houfe of Lancafter, a man 
of Buckingham's apfibition would in all probability 
have fet up for himfelf. At prcfent he feems to 
have been aduated intirely by a fpirit of revenge 
ag^nft Richard, though he coloured it with a more 
plaufible pretext ; for we can hardly believe that a 
perfon of his charafter would engage in fuch a dan- 
gerous fchc me, on a more laudable principle. 
The queen fie that af. it will, he and the biftiop, after divers 
prwef th?" confultations, concluded that the whole hope of 
fdwme. fuccefs in this enterprize depended upon the mar- 
riage between Henry and Elizabeth ; and that they 
ought to fecure this alliance, as a neceffary preli- 
minary to all their other meafures. For this pur* 
pofe they refolved to communicace their fcheme to 
the old couniefs of Richmond, that (he might 
noake her ion acquainted with the defign, and en- 
deavour to obtain the confent of the queen dowager. 
The bilhop, being intimately acquainted with Re- 
ginald Bray, one of the domeftics. belonging to the 
countefs^ fent for him to Brecknock, where he was 
entrufted ^yith the fecret, and undertook to engage 
his miftrefe in the defign. This man was no fooner 
returned to the countefs with his embaffy, than the 
biihop defired the duke would permit him to retire 
to his dioccfe *, but Buckingham excuCng himfelf 

by 
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by faying fuch permiffion would roufe the fufpicion ^* °* ''^'^•. 
of Richard, the prelate found means to efcape^ and 
croiled the Tea to Flanders^ from whence he wrote 
an apology to the duke, encouraging him to pro- 
ceed with his undertaking, and aflfuring him he 
could ferve the caufe much more effeftually on the 
continent than in England. Morton, knowing the 
duke's heat and precipitation, was afraid of being 
personally involved infome ra(h proje£i:, that might 
have coil him his life before their defign could be 
brought to maturity! and therefore he withdrew 
from his habitation. In the mean time the coun- 
tefs of Richmond being informed of their plan^ 
fent back Bray to the duke to fignify her approba- 
tion and gratitude •» and alTure him that (he would, 
without lofs of time, endeavour ro obtain the con-, 
fent of the queen dowager to the projeded mar- 
dage. She did not doubt of meeting with fuccefs 
in this negotiation, as the queen ftill continued in 
the fapftuary at Weftminfter, deploring the un- » 
timely death of her two fons, and pouring forth 
imprecations againfl: their inhuman butcher. The 
countefs employed her phyfician, whofe name was 
Lewis, to yifit Elizabeth in the way of hisprofef- 
fioH) and make her acquainted with the defign 
which was formed in behalf of her children againft: 
the inhumaa ufurper.j and fhe received the intima- 
tion with eagernefs and joy. She aflured him that 
all the friends of her late hufband fhould join the 
earl of Richmond, but in the mean time fhe infifted 
upon that nobleman's engaging by oath to marry 
her daughter Elizabeth, or her younger fifter Ceci- 
lia, in cafe the other fhould die before the cohfum- 
mation of the marriage. 

A good underflanding being thus efbblifhed be- JJ^^j'f ^ 
tween the queen dowager, the countefs of Rich- ham leviet 
mond, and the duke of Buckingham, each in par- ^^^^ 
ticular, began to engage a number of adherents ; ' ' 

N 2 and 
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A«c. 14^. and they fucceededeven;bey6ndexpe6tatioft. Riich^rd' 
bird by his cruelty remfered himfdf odious W th* 
' DUtioit in genersrh, snd almoft all the partifamftf 
thfe hotifc of York were inCeftfcd atgainft hte ort ac- 
count of the murdbr of the two pflncei. All the 
Ijaiicaftrian^ joyfully erttbrated Hl prqjedt that tentjed 
to re-eftabViA a prince of that houfe on tfie throne 
€^ Engknd ; and moderate people, wtio had no*- 
' thing in view but the good of their countiy, could 
not biit h^mt a defign ^ the fuccefa of *rhich i^dukl 
put art end to thofe civil difietilions with which the 
rearm had been fo long abided. The duke of 
Buckingham, as chief df the enterprizCj emplb)^* 
his friends in Wales to enlift tntn privately, that 
he might be able to affemble aii army alt at otice, 
when it ffiould be found neceffiry to declkre their 
intention c at the fkihe tifaie he entered into eil- 
gagements with the gentlemen erf" Dorfetlhrre, De- 
rdnfhire; and Gornwall, who promifed to levy 
troops, and join jche earl of Richmond at his land- 
ing. This was likcwife his own defign; while 
others of his adherents were inftrudted to excitte in- 
furreftions in different parts of the country, in 
order to divide Richard's forces, and diftrad hi# 
attention. The marquis of Dorfet, who had lately 
quitted the fanftuary, his brother Sir Richard Widfe- 
ville, the bifhop of Exeter, his brother Sir Edward 
Courteniay, and feveral other perfons of diffiilpftion, 
engaged in this aflbciation. The countefs of Rich- 
mond fent two meffengers to her fon in BWctatty, 
Iby different ways, to inform him of the refohiiioit 
which had been taken in his ftivour, and the con- 
ditions on which he was invited to land in Eng- 
land. He then refidcd at Vannes, where he had 
been kept feveral years a kind of prifoner at large» 
in atnfeqiSenxJe of the convention fUbfiffing betweeh 
the duke arid the fourth Edwards 

- The 
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The ^ was npt more rejoiced at the iteps wbkh a. c j^js. 
were t^e9 in his favour jby his friends 10 Eoglmd, The duke of 
^an etnlwrrafle.d about the me^ns :o'f rt tuf mng ui froS to 
|i fuitabJe manner to his natiire couisiQry. He was ^mfithe 
jjoc ignorant of thjB ngreemefit htt^tm Edward I¥. RkhL„d. 
and fhe dufce x)f B^rjttiMxy, «*iching «be confine- 
wen tpfhi$ perfofii iapfd be. knew, thAt Richard hftd 
made 44v%jafces to jthe duke on thei4n)e^fo{>jeift: 
but, .95 he dQuld nQt |>retend to take ihe advantage 
of his gqod fortune Wkhout the ^onCMiircnce of that 
* princ^ he frtni;ly conmunicated {o him every dr- 
cumft^ncie of the pim, <and £>lilicited his ^eodfbip 
imd aQiftamce. He found t^e duke very ni/^U- dtf- 
fQ&d to favour hi$ enterprize. He had not fio - 
-gaged in any tiieaty with Jiichard, iwhom he dc- 
ciefled for bis tyranny and inhuman SiSpoGfaoai 
gnd ih^ had fome poeiqet^pos to the eaddom of fiich- 
moiEid m Engbnd, wUcti his ancestors hafl poiffefied, 
.;md which be did not defpair?of retrieving, pro- 
vided the earl ihould by his mieas^ a&end the thrdae 
of England. This b &id to bave been the pdiici- 
pal ar&le of their agreement^ in oonfideration of 
which the didce engKgpd to aflift him y&kk troops 
^nd ;veflefa, Henry having fccured this point with ti^nj^^^^ 
the duke .of Brittany, dtipatcfaed a meflfinger witfh 
letters to his mother, and the dukeof rBuckinghaa, 
informing them of the progrefs he had made, and 
defirlng cfaey would be ready to receive hun in the 
fec^ning of O&oher. By tbefe tidings all the * 
con^raton were put in mdtbns and xiachindi- 
vidua] i:q)aired to the po^l aflSgncad toihim, in ocder 
to levy troops, or exctoe infune&ions. 

Nfliwitlxitaading all their pcecautions, thefe .ileps open mp* 
could not be taken with fach fecrecy.as to elude ^^^ 
the vigilance of Rkhard, whOvdifcoveved thatibme ki^andthe 
plot was formed agaioft him, though he was ftill ^^l^^ 
ignorant of the quarter from whioh the ftorm im- 1^, ^' 
pended* 3^ forthwith advanced frain Yorjc 4X)- 
' N 3 wards 
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A. c. i4g3, wards the center of his kingdom j-and iflued oriJers 
into different parts, dire^ing the troops to be in rea- 
dioefs to march at the firft notice. His reflexion 
Toon pointed out to him the duke of Buckingham 
as the author of tHofe commotions, as he had re-* 
tired from court in difguft ; was the only noble- 
man in England, who by his genius, wealth, and 
influence, could form and execute ahy fcheme of 
fuch importance ; and the efcape of the bifliop of 
Ely bore all the marks of the duke's connivance. 
Alarmed by thefe fufpicions, he fent for the duke 
to court, that he might confult him on fome aflairs 
of confequence ; and Buckingham excufed himfelf, 
on pretence of indifpofition. The king being more 
:>nd more confirmed in his conjedures, by this eva- 
.fion, inflfted upon feeing him, by a peremptory 
order that would admit of no apology ; and to 
«this the duke anfwered, tliat he did potchoofe to 
truft his perfon with his moft iiiveterate enemy, on 
whom he neither could, tior would, for the future, 
place the fmallefl: dependence. After this declara- 
tion, he knew there was no medium to be obferved. 
< He immediately affembled his troops, and- begkn 
his m^rch towards the weftern provinces, wheie 
the earl of Richmond intended to land, and where 
ike expefted to be joined by the refl: of the confe- 
fderacy. : ... 
Tbeaukc * Though Richard was not a little furprifed to 
of Bucking- find the diike fo well prepared, he had taken fuch 
ft^d' be- precautions as enabled him to bring an army into 
tx^ytd, and the: fielfi without delays and he appointed the 
%th. rendezvous at Leicefl:er, refolving to go in queft 
-, of the enemy, and eneage him before he Ihould be 
reinforced. He would have found it difiicult, how- 
ever, to prevent the junction of the confederates, 
"had they not been kept afunderby an unforefeen 
.... ficcident. The duke of Buckingham advanced by 
Jong marches to tjie fide of the Sevcrne, in his w§y 
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to join his friends in the counties of Devon and ^* ^- m«3- 
Dorfet ; but the river had overflowed its banks in 
fuch an extraordinary manner, as to deluge the 
whole adjacent country ; fo that for Rx days, he 
could neither pafs the ftream, nor find fubfiftencc 
in the place where he encarnped. His Welfli 
followers, difpirited by the want of provifion, the 
exceflive rains, the intolerable fatigues to which 
they were expofed, as well as by the inundation, 
which they looked upon as an unfavourable omen, 
retired to their mountains, in fpiteof all his remon- 
ftrances and intreaties •, and the defertion was fo 
general, that he was left with one domeftic only. 
In this forlorn fituation, he faw no other refource 
than that of concealing him felf, until he iQiould be 
able to take other meafures. He therefore retired 
to the houfe of one Baniftfcr, who had lived in his 
fcrvice, and owed his all to the bounty of the duke 
and his father. Richard was no fooner informed 
of the difperfion of his enemies, than he publifhed 
a proclamation, fetting the price of a thoufand 
pounds on the head of the duke of Buckingham ; 
and Banifter was fuch an ungrateful wretch, as to- 
betray his maftcr and benefactor for the fake of 
this reward. He difcovered him to the (heriffof 
Shropfhire, who with a band of armed men, fur- 
rounded the houfe, and took the unhappy duke 
prifoner, in the difguife of a peafant. He was 
conveyed to Shrewsbury, and earneftly defired he 
might bt admitted into the king's prefence ; bur, 
this was a favour he could not obtain : and he was 
immediately beheaded by Richard's order, without 
any form of procefs. His friends, who waited for 
his croffing the Severne, being informed of the de- 
fertion of his Wellh troops, difperfcd immediately. 
Some concealed themfelves in the houfes of their 
relatipns; others fled to fanftuariwS •, but, the greater 
part embarked for Brittany, and the marquis of 
Dorfet was of that number. 

N 4 While 
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A.c.i4$3. While the duke of BAJckmghain thus hlfted-tO' 
The carl of dcftru^ion, Hcnry earl of Richmond, fuppofing. 
fnJ^u to ^h^^ ^ affairs in England wefe ftiU in a profpcrous 
maketdc- train, fet fail from St. Malo, in the letter end of- 
England^ Oftober, With ' five thoufand men* embarked mi- 
forty veflels, an armament with which he had \itcn, 
fupplied by the duke of Brittany; but^ his fleet 
was difperfed by a ftorm, which forced part of his. 
ihips on the coaft of France, while the r^ft wcr^e^ 
driven back to the place from whence they h?id . 
tflken their departure. The fhip in which thie carl 
himfelf embarked, having v/eathered the (lorm» ar- 
rived at Pool in Dorfetlhire, where finding the fliore 
crouded with armed men, he woiild not land, bM 
ferit fome perfons afhore in the boar, to learn whe-» 
ther tliey were friends or enemies. Th© camman-. 
der of the Englifli troops told them» he b^IpQged tp- 
the duke of Buckingham, who bad fent h*^ ta 
^ that place to receive the earl of Richmond. IBuc*.- 
whether Henry difcovered them to be the nfHlitisi. 
of the country, aflembled by Richard's oli^rg, o? 
was determined againft landing without the forces, 
which had embarked in the expedition, he con^. 
rinued fome days hovering on the C04ft> in hpp^ 
of being joined by his fleet ; and, as aonfs of Jiift 
veflels appeared, he failed back to Normandy, 
where he was informed of Buckingham's difefl^er.: 
Then he returned to Brittany, where he foppd th^ 
marquis of Dorfet, and the other refugees,, who in 
ipme meafure confoled him for his mifcarriage, bf^ 
aflvtrtng him, that Richard was univerfally hMA 
by his fubjedts •, and that they would rife againft 
him with the very firft: opportunity. Henry con- 
ceived a good omen from this information ; and 
the duke of Brittany promifing to continue his af- 
fiftance, he refolved to mal^e another atrqmpt with 
all convenient expedition. In the mean time, bes 
. folemnly fwore^ on Chriftmas day, in the cathe-r 
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Elizabeths or, W «fe of her dpath^ hen^owSgler 

ail th^ ^ngUfU who were pr^tjtt^ fwc^ dlkgidace 
tp him a^ king fif England. 

Puri#ig i\m((t trdHfiiauin^ in'Brktany, Rifhtoi?;;^^: 
i^QhlicQ^ 4'^re^ ovtti^lpcr of vi^liavs to hi$.Yen- ment. 
gegncft 5 '^q .^Qjag tfee ffft. Sir Thomas St. Le- 
gBr, whp hg^ miipric^ his pwd fi&er Aruie^ widow 
pf the ii\ik(^ oi R»m^r. ^ In ordbr toxSidpatch cbefe 
e3EfPU^p0&» 9n49iYKHd tlM tedious formalkMes.dfiDbe 
law> he greeted tQ SirRiilpk Afhtoh a coxiiraiflkio^ 
to exercife ch^ o^ffice /of. yide-cofiftatblt^ with tha 
fejUje Hjyrd^ring povic^ >fhwh had beca fpraiftflf 
yffted in Tyrr el i m>d this bfSocrmaking a^ pro- 
srefs mi> th^ M^eft^m covmtifis, filted them : ^ritb ^^*^* ' 
plQodflied ctfid lamwta^n. Ali oppoficion ;beiiig a*^* mS4< 
th^s qtielkdf tb(^ king called a piarlianiem; .^rhich 
9Mt ^ ihe mofftth of January ; and, as nooe afiho 
aif»mb$fs durft eontr adi(% his ^Hl, ao ad was pailed^ 
i^Urjing £dwftrd'$ i:hildr»n haftards^ and cmfwrn^ 
ing the pretended right and irregular el^diop of 
Richard* Th^y'Ii^wtie brought a biij x»f.attauideF 
againft Henry earl of Richmond, and ail his adhe^ 
ient$9 comprehmding all tfaoib who were coacarnsd 
m the dnke of Buckingham's confpiracy, except 
rim cpgnteis of Richtnond, againft whom no iQ&>r«« 
mation had faeeA prefenced. Richard, hamwtr^ 
defir^d hrr huiband lord Stanley tso keep a wucbixA 
eye ovisr her condof): ; and, in order to ac^ch diat 
nobjeman liiilmore firmly to his imeFeft,^hexreat^ 
ed him lord high con&aUe of England, ^idi au« 
thiH'ity over Aflicon, who had by tbis time per« 
formed the &rvice for wf hick he was appointed. 

When Richard thought he had, by chefe execu- 
tions, intinely extingui&ed the confpiracy \ Thomas 
Hattofi, whom he had ient ambaflador to the^coarc 
l^f Brittany, on his rpcum to England, gave him 
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A. G. 14S4. to underftand that the defign of the invafion ftilt 
!^ndtt^a fubfifted: that the duke had promifed to continue 
treaty with his affiftance to the earl of Richnnond ; and, that 
h1^^,mi' Henry and the Engliih refugees held frequent con- 
niftcrofthe fcrcnccs^ to concert meafures for the execution of 
Bri^. their projcdt. Richard though ht believed himfelf 
fo much mafter in England, that na perfon would 
prefume to take arms ag^inft his government, re- 
fblved to render himfelf ftill more fecure by foreign 
alliances. He had already renewed the treaties 
with Spain and Port^gal^ and he now fent ambafla- 
dors to the archduke Maximilian, governor of the 
Law> Countries for his fon Phijip, who, by his 
mother, was, like the princes of Caftlle and Portu • 
sal, defcended from the houfe of Lancafter. Ths 
^ ' * pretence of this embafiy was to renew the commer- 
cial truce between Flanders and England; but, 
the ambafiadors had inftrudtions to enquire whe- 
ther or not that court, entertained any defign upon 
the crown of England, or had engaged in alli,ance 
with the pretender : at the fame time, the king of 
England fent envoys to the court of France, to 
confirm and prolong the truce with that kingdom. 
As he knew the duke of Brittany was embarked in 
the interefts of the earJ of Richmond, he deterimin- 
cd to exert his utmoft*endeavours, to detach him 
from the caufe of that nobleman ; and an accident 
pnefent^ him with a very favourable opportunity. 
The duke being old and infirm, was entirely di- 
redied by his treafurer Peter Landais, the fon of a 
tayior, who ufed his credit with fuch infolence, as 
intailed upon him the- hatred of all the Bretons. 
In the courfe of this very year, the nobility had 
entened into an aflbciation againfl him, and even 
attempted to feize his perfon in the duke's palace ; 
but, their fcheme mifcarried, and they were de- 
clared ' rebels and traitors by ipeans of the incenfed 
favourite. Landais knowing he was the object of 
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vniverfal hate in his owh country, thought it would a. C1484. 
be neceffary to fortify himfelf with foroe foreigd 
afliftance ; and with this view fent ambailadors to 
Richard, who gladly liftencd to his propofals. A 
truce was' concluded between England and Brit- 
tany ; but by another private treaty, the king 
engaged to affift the duke wirh a thoufand archers 
for the defence of his miniftcr, who, in alJ proba- 
bility undertook to deliver the earl of Richmond 
into the hands of Richard : at leaft he promiied 
'that Henry fliotild have no further affiftance ftom 
the duke his' matter. 

' This affair being fettled to the king's latisfaftion, j^^jj^t^e 
he turned his attention to James IV. of Scotland, prince of 
whom as a defcendant of the houfe of Somerfef j ^^^' 
he imagined afavourer of Richmond. With this 
prince he negotiated a truce for one year, and fet- 
tled the contraft of marriage between his niec« 
Anne, daughter of the duke of Suffolk, and the 
duke of Rothfay, eldeft Ton of the Scottilh mo- 
narch. Richard's fon, the prince of Wales, dying 
about this period, he declared the young lady's bro- 
ther, the earl of Lincoln, prefumptive heir^of the ' 
crawn ; and refolved that his declaration fhould be 
ratified by parliament. Over and above thefe pre- 
cautions, he fent an embafiy of obedience to pope 
Jnftocent Vltl. who had jiift fucceeded Sixtus IV. 
in the pontifical chan- -, and^ in a little time after 
he had taken thefe falutary meafures, Charles VI II. 
king of France, delired a fafe-condu<5t for the 
ambalTadors he intended for the court of London. 

As Peter Landais, minifter of the duke of Bre- ^heeatiof 
• tagne, had no occafion for the archers which had Richmond 
been ftipulated Ln the treaty, Richard perceiving y^^"*** 
that he had nothing to cxpeft from that quarter, 
unlefs he could indulge him with other advantages 5 
he therefore, on pietcnce of prolonging the truce, 
jpntered iato a new negotiatioir with the ^duke and 

his 
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.4.CJ484. hjs favourite^ aod is faid to have offered v«ry Va- 
luable revards for the perfon of Henry \ dwiog 
'whofe' life he €oukl enjoy no intornal quiet. The duke 
by this time, was <^ice fuperannuaced. And his in- 
•tjeiKdls greatly impaired ; fo that in tSc6t Landais 
z&jed as fovereign of Brittany ; and to htm Rich- 
rard's chief attentioo was dire^ed. The kuig of 
England ^ is f^iid to have granted letters patent, re- 
(boring to. Francis 11. duke of Bretagoe, the earldom 
<of Richfnond and all its dependanoes : but with re- 
tfpeft to Landais, the . nature of the gratilicaLion 

ArgtntDc; which he expefted is not fo perfeftly knowii. Ger- 
main it is, Richard was very hberal in his promifes, 
but the other inMed iHpon having fomediing more 
fubftantial ; and, befere the treaty was JioiAied, 
•the eariof Richmond was informed of tV nego- 
tiation by Morton bifhop of Ely, who, having Ipics 
in the court of England, underftood .that the king 
•-ofteo conferred in private with the bifhop of Leon, 
ambalTador from the duke of Bretagne. Henry, 
alarmed at this intelligence, refolved to retire into 
France, and for that purpofe fecreriy obtained a 
paflport from king Charles ; but, as he naturally 
. fuppofed that Landais had employed emiilauries to 
. wa^ch h^s motions, he found himfdf embarrafibi 
about the means of accomplifhing his efciape. The 
duke of Bretagne had juft recovered of a lethargy, 
during which his mmifter had negotiated wMi 
Richard ; and the earl of Richmoad &nt all his 
EnglHh friends and followers to .congratulate that 
prince, in his name, on the re-eftablilhinent of his 
-health, juftly concluding that they would not fuf- 
pe£t him of anydefign to retire while fuch a number 
of hoftages remained at the court of Brittany. The 
fcheme fucceeded to his wilh : being left almoft 
atone at Vannes, he found an opportunity to with- 
draw in difguife, accompanied by five peribns ; he 
immediately quitted the hi^h ro^d, and rode acrofs 

tha 
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tte cotantry ttii^ugh lanes and unfreqUeWed^achs, a,c.54»4 
withdot baking, umii he arrived 4t Angets the 
capital of Anjou. Without fuch diligence he mufl: 
have certainly been taken ^ f6r his e(cape from' 
Vannes iras no footer kno#ts than dipfe y^tM were 
e«i|iJ>oye<i to watch his cofld^i^ porfued him with 
fach fpted, that they arrived upon the frootfei's in 
Jefs than one hoisr after he had paiflid th^ c<mfineli 
of Brkt^. The dukis, Utiderftailding that he had 
retired fr6m apprehierffion of bemg betrayed by 
Landais, was incetifed agdinft his favourite, aild 
allowed all theEnglift in hid dominions to jdin the 
earl, to whom he fent his com^tttheMS ahd'^mf^a 
6f fervice. From AngeirS Henty repaired to Lan- 

geais^ whfere he rhet witlh ah hofpitab^e reception at 
le cotirt of Charles, thooj^ it was ftill diftraAed 
by difi^rei^t fadions ; and he^ he was joinied by 
the earl of Oxford, who had beeti imjirifoi^d by 
^rder of Edward IV. in the cattle of Hammes irt 
Pica^rdy. Hearing in his confinement that the earl 
of Richmond laid claim to the crown of England, 
lie ha(d ptevailied upon the governor of that fortrefe 
00 dieclare for Henry, and now they went together 
to vifit him at the court of France. The earl of 
Okford wais a confiderable acceffion to his party; 
and feveral other noblenden in England fent him 
fecret alTurahcei} that he might depend upon their 
fcrvice whenever they (hould find a proper oppor- 
tunity to declare againft Richard; among thefe 
Wa^ the lord Stanley, who had nniarried the earlfs 
motBer ; and on that account was fo much fuf- 
pefted by the king that he could not obtain leave 
to retire to his hoitfe in the country, until he had 
Ifcft his fbn .at court as an hoftage. 

Richard was at fuch-pains to learn the nature t'^cltd- 
of thepliam which his enemies projefted againft him, vancwto 
that he at laft difcovered the moft material circum- do!ragCT° 
fiance, which was the union of the queen'? friends 

with 
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A,c.i4<4*wtth the partifans of therhoufe of Lancafter, by 
me4n$ of Henry's marriage with Elizabeth. Roufei 
at this iptelligcnc^ he refolved to prevent a match 
which could not fail to-fhake.the loundation of his 
gove;rncnent ; and he faw no method fo efi^ual as 
thatoCmaking ^lizab^th bis own qonfort. This would 
have appeared an impraAicabk expedient to any 
other perfon but Richard, as it was attended with 
tbreeobftacles feemingly inrurmountable,,before fuch 
a marriage could take effeft : there was a neceffity 
for removing his prefent wife ; for obtaining the 
confent of the que^n dpwager, wbofe brothers and 
tons he had butchered % and for prevailing uppn the, 
pop^togrant adifpenfation foraninceduousmarriagp. 
between an uncle and a niece. He began the exe- 
cution of this ilrange proje£t by fending feveral 
civil meflages to the queen dowager, importing 
th^t^he wiflied for nothing fo much as to live in a 
good underftanding with her, that he might have 
, an opportunity to give her convincing proofs of his 
friendftiip. He owned (he had met with cruel 
treatment in order to attone for which he promifed 
to aflign a conflderable penfion for her fubfiftance^ 
to beftow profitable employ nients on her two bro- 
thers, .4nd to procure advantageous matches for 
her daughters. As he knew thefe advances 
would appear, fufpicious to the queen^ he inibud^ed 
his.emiiTaries to afcribe them to tl^ didlates of his 
confcience, which was difturbed.by the remem- 
brance of the wrongs he had done h^r faniily. They 
declared that his intention was to raife the .princefs 
Elizabeth to the throne, as death had deprived 
h[j;n oi' his own fon i and that he would revoke the 
declaration he had made in favour of the earl of 
Lincoln. Tlie other, part of his. proniife, touching 
the fafety of the queen and her family, as well as 
the intended provifion, he confirmed by a folemn 
oath, taken at an aifembly of the lords fpiritual and 
temporal. 

, Thefe 
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Th«fe promifes and profeffions made an impref- ^' ^* '4«4- 
(lOQ on the mind of the queen, who was heartily who is per- 
tired with being cooped up in a'fanftuary, very ill f^^^® 
provided with the neceiTaries of life ; who loved fanauat^. 
her brothers with the warmeft afFedtion, and who 
reflected that (he and her daughters had nothing to 
expedt butmifchief and deftrudion, (hould fhe irri- 
tate the king by rejecting his offers. Swayed by 
thefe confiderations, ihe not only went to cour% 
with her five daughters, where they met with a 
mod gracious reception, but alfo wrote to her bro* 
ther the marquis of Dorftt, to abandon the earl of 
Richmond, and return to England, where he 
might depend upon Richard's generofity. The 
marquis, equally weak and ambitious, was fo 
agreeably flattered with this profpedt of the king's 
favour, that he withdrew privately from I^aris, 
with defign to return to England ; but he was pur- 
fued and brought back by the adherents of Henry, 
who perfuadcd him to ftay and Ihare his fortune. 
Richard, having thus accompliOied the moft diffi- 
cult part of his plan, begaji to contrive means for 
removing his wife, that he might be at liberty to 
efpoufe his niece Elizabeth : and whatever expe- 
dient he ufed, certain it is, fhe did not long fur- 
vive her fon the prince of Wales. If we may be- Deaji^of 
lieve Buck, fhe died of grief at the lofs of that "jj^^ 
young prince ; but all the other hiftorians alledge, 
that Richard killed het' either with unkindnefs or 
poifon ; and thus fhe fuflTered the puni(hmenc 
which fhe in fome meafure deferved, for having 
thrown herfelf into the arms of the barbarian who 
had murdered her firft hufband the prince of Wales, 
fbn of Henry VI. at Tewkefbury. 

The king profeflfed the deepeft affliftion at the 
death of his confort, who was interred with 
great pomp and magnificence ; but, notwithftand- 
ing hb grief, fhe was hardly in her tomb, when 

he 
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A. c: 14^1 h« it^ade propofats of marriAgfc to Ws tiitct Elfza- 

Richard beth* She fecei'^ed his aridreflis^ With h(5irrof, ^nd 

"dr/^^to '^8^* ^ would iitfvef marft fpeak to hfcr on that 

hhZiZ: ° fobjxjft *, but he did rtot doubt of beirig able e* 

EHzabrth. vanquilh h^r r€luAaAc<i, thougb he laid fefide hia 

Honing- difigtt taftfil a iftore favourable opportunity ihouid 

^^' od&&iS as he did not think it would be politic t» 

fcAdi \:kt inclimations. Mean whVle, uAdct'ftalwd- 

ing ftiat the governor of Hammes had r^vblced, h^ 

4)il#iftl tht totfirtiandt^r of Calais td i^educe that 

foi^ti^s to his obediehi:^ j and his order was fo ^x- 

pedMoufly executed, that the earl of Oxford, iii^bo 

Wztthi^jt to its relief, could liot reach the nrfgh- 

boilr hood until after it had capituteted 5 the garri- 

fon,^ however, joined the earl of Richmond. ThS 

king of England had equipped a ftjuadroh oflhips 

to op^dfe the defent of Henry ; but, the tfuce 

vrith Brittany havirtg bfe^n prolonged for fevieii 

yeara, and France expreffing vet-y little inclinfatiort 

. to aflift his ehemy, he thought the expcnce of a 

fleet altogether unneceflkry, and ordered it to be 

laid up in the beginning of fummer. 

' A c. 1485, ' . The earl of Richmond, eager to feize this oppor- 

of^RLh '^ tlinity, foUicited the French miniftry for fuccouri 

roondpre- \M^ fuch importunity, that they refolved to grant 

pai%sforbi* titsi; reqUefl: ; not that they imasrined his enterprize 

voyage to . A / o A 

England would be cfowncd with fuccefs, but they thought 

k was the ihterefl: of France to ibment the diffen* 

fipns of England. Thefy therefore engaged to 

^fitpply him with t\Vo thoufand men, and veflcls for 

ti anfpornng them to Eftgland, and ei^en furnilhed 

fiirn with a fum of hioney j though they infifted 

uparf his leaving hoftages in f^rance, as a fecurity 

comrnes. - ^^^ refunding the charges of this expedition. The 

earl, "w Bo had no great confidence iA the marquis 

^ of Doffet, was gl^d 6f this occafidn to leaVe hirti 

at Parisv while he hirtifelf repaired to Rouen, whene 

the troops were ordered to aflcmble. There he 
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teccired the difagreeable news of thequeen^s dettll, ^•c.M^ 
and underftood that Richard intended to marry his 
tuece Elizabeth, and beftow her After Cecilia od 
one of his favourites. ^ He forth wifh called acoun* 
cil of his friend9» to deliberate on theiie unfavour- 
aUe tidings i and they advifed him to marry th6 
fitter of Sir Thomas Herbert, ^ very pbwerful 
knight in Wales, whofe interelt would be a great 
acquifidon. Henry reli/hed the advice, and dif<- 
patched a member to Herbert with his propofal § 
bat the pafles were fb guarded, that he could noc 
execute his commiffion ; and this was a very lucky 
dlfappointment for the earl of Richniond, who^ 
if the alliance had taken place, would in all proba^^ 
bility have loft the intereft of Edward's family, and 
their adherents, who engaged in his caule merely 
from the hope that he would unite the houfes o^ 
York and Lancafter by his marri^e with the prin • 
cefs Elizabeth. Henry, in a few days after his 
arrival at Rouen, received letters from England, 
inviting him to land inWahs, where he would 
find the people ready to take arms in his favour^ 
together with a large fum of money which had been 
coTlefted for his fcrvice. He was likewife giveri 
to underftand, that the whole kingdom was dif^ 
contented at the condud and character of Richard $ 
and that there could not be a more favourable junc^* 
ture for Henry's landing, as the tyrant had made 
no^reparations for oppofing his defcent. 

Encouraged by this information the earl haftened Lands ae 
his departure! and embarking with his troops at ^J^^** 
Harfteur on the laft day of July, arrived on the 
llxth day of Auguft in Miiford*havcn in Wales* 
Next day he advanced to Haverford, where he was 
received amidft the acclamations of the inliabitants i 
from hence he difpatchcd an exprefs to his mother^ 
with an account of his arrival, and intended 
inarch to London i then he fent intimation to his 

Numb. XLV. O friend* 
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A. c. 14^5. friends t6 joiaium upon his route, and ftt out for 
I Shrewfbury, where he purpofed to pafs the* Sc-* 
verne. Richard, being informed of his landing,^ 
ordered Sir Thomas Herbert to afiembje the mili- 
tia of Wales, and flop the earl's progrefs, until he* 
ihould be in a condition to march againft him^ 
Herbert having . been already gained over by 
Henry's friends, allowed him to pafs unmolefted. 
He was joined on his route by Sir Rees ap Thomas, 
the moft powerful commoner in Wales, and a great 
number of gentlemen of that country ; To that his 
army daily ^n'creafcd, and in a few days he arrived 
at Shrewfbury, which he entered without oppofi- 
tion. Mean while a body of five thoufand men 
was raifed by the lord Stanley ahU his brother Sir 
William, on pretence of ferving Richard ; and 
they advanced to Litchfield, as if their defign was 
to oppofe the invader : but Sir William had a 
private interview with Henry, whoni he affured of 
his brother's affiftance, as foon as he could declare 
himfelf with any fafety to his fon, the lord Strange, 
HoUingihcd. ^j^^ ^^^ detained as an hoftage by the tyrant. 

'^^ "r/cH Richard had by this time aflembled his forces at 
ardltBof- Nottingham. Hearing that the earl's defignwas 
worth. jQ march to London, he refolved to give him bat- 
tle on his route ; and with that view encamped be- 
tween Leicefter and' Coventry. Henry, in the 
mean time advanced to Litchfield, from whence 
the lord Stanley retired at his approach, and took 
poll at Atherftone ; and the earl having taken his 
meafures with the two brothers, continued his 
march to Leicefter, where he propofed to venture 
a decifive engagement. In the neighbourhood of 
Tamworrh he dropped behind his arm^, and in a 
fit of mufing loft his way ; fo that he was obliged 
to lie all night at a village, without daring to alk 
the road, for fear of being fufpefted, and falling 
into the hands of his enemies. Next morning he 
• . made 
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£nade (hift to rejain his army at Tamworth, where ^- ^' *^*^* 
finding hi^ friends had been greatly alarmed at his 
abfence, hs told them he had gone to confer with ! 
fonie' particular noblemen^ who did not chufe to 
appear, as yet in his behalf. That fame day he 
privately vifited the lord Stanley at Atherftone;: 
and on the morrow^ being informed that Richard , 
had marched from Lcicefter to givp him battle> he 
refolded to fpare him one half of the way. On thd- < 
twenty-fecond day of Auguft, the two armies came 
in fight of each other^ at Bofworth, which is ren- 
dered famous in hiftory by the battle which termi - 
natcd the difpute between the houfes of York and 
Lancafter. Richard's army confided of twelve 
thoufand men well accoutred. The command of 
the van he conferred on the duke pf Norfolk ; and 
he himfelf took poft in the center, with the crown- 
upon his head, either as a mark of diftinftion, or a 
challenge to his advdrfary. The earl of Rich-* 
mond drew up his troops, amounting to five thou-, 
fand men ill armed, in two lines ; the command 
pf the firft he gave to the earl of Oxford, while he 
himfelf cbndufted the other. Lord Stanley, v/ ho 
quitted A therftode, took po(t in a piece of grouad 
u'onting the interval between the two arnlias ; and 
his brother, at the head of two thoufand men, flood 
&cing him on. the other fide. Richard, fqfpeding stfx.Mait^ 
Stanley's defign, ordered him to join his army, and 
receiving an equivocal anfwer, would have put his 
fons to death, had not he^been diverted from his 
purppfe by the remonftrances of his generals, who 
obferved that fqch a facriSce could be of no ad* 
Vantage to the royal caufe, but would infallibly 
provoke Stanley and . his brother to join the foe 5 
though pdrhaps their intention Was to remain 
neuter, and declare for the viftor, Richard was Bwk^ 
perfuaded by this reprefentation : 'but he committed 
a fatal error in leaving the two brothers at liberty 
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A.'c. i4«5, ^ a£t as they ibotald think proper. His army te*' 
iRg equal in number to that of Richmond aad the 
Sunleys, when joined together, he ought to have 
polled two bodies oppofite to the brocbersy with 
orders to attack them if they ftooM attempt tojoia' 
the enemy, while he himielf with the fenFiaiader 
might have giv^n bacrk to Henry. 
^ahil^'a '^^^ ^^^ leaders having harangued their foKlierSy^ 
crmpicte the catl of Rtchmond made a motion to the left, 
vidwy. jjj order to aroid a morafs that divided the twO' 
armies ; and, by this prudent meafure, not only fe- 
cured his right flank, but gained another advan- 
tage, in having the fun at his back, while it (hone 
full in the face of the enemy. Richaixt, feeing, 
him approach, commanded the trumpets to found \ 
and che battle began with a general^ difcharge of ar^ 
pows, after which the- khig*s army advanced to clofe 
oombat. The lord Stanley, perceiving, that the 
duke of Norfolk extended bis Hne to the left, in 
order to furround the enemy, fuddenly joined the 
•arl of Richmond's right wing, in opder to fuflaiir 
the attack; atid Norfolk, feting this junftiony 
made a halt to clofe bis files, which had been tcKy 
much opened for the extention of the line. The 
match being now pretty equal, the fight was re>. 
newed, though not with equal ardcftir on both* 
; fides. The king's troops feemcd to a^ft with re- 

lUdtance, and were, in all probability, difpirited by 
,«he conduift of che two. Stanleys, not knowing bttc 
tihdr example might be followed by others in the 
heat of the engagement : wi the other band, the 
e^rl of Oxford charged theni with fuch impetuo-*- 
fity, as contributed to damp their courage, and fill 
their hearts with defpondence. Richard, in order 
to animate them with his prefence and example, 
^ advanced to the front of the i>attle : there perceiv- 
ing his competitor, who had quitted the fecond 
fine for the &me purpofe, be couched his iaticey 
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«nd, clapping fpurs to his horfe, ran againft him ^ ^-^h^s. 
"with fuch fury, that he killed his ftandard-bearer 
Sir William Brandon, father of Charles Btandon^ 
jafterwardd duke of Suffolk, and unhorfcd Sir John 
Cheney, an bificer remarkable for his ftrength and 
prowefs. Henry, though he did iiot feem very 
teager to engage fuch an antagonift, advanced to 
meet him^ and kept him at his fword's point, un'- 
til they were parted by the foldief s, wtio interpofcd. 
While Richard made this furious effort afgainfl: the 
perlbn of his adverfacy. Sir William St^ey de- 
clared for Richmond, and attacking the royalifts in 
Hank, drove their right wing upon the center, 
which was fo difordered by the (hock, that it began 
to Ry with the otmoft precipitation ; while the eatl 
of Northumberland, who commanded a leparate 
body, llood motionlefs, and riefufed to zSL againil: 
the enemy. The king, feeing ill his endeavours 
ineflfe(9:uaj to rally hii? troops, which were by thia 
time in the utmoft confufion, and either fcorning 
ito outlive the difgrace of an overthrow, or dread- 
ing the thought of falling alive into the hands of 
his enemy, ruflxed into the n)idft of the battle, 
where he fought with the moft defperate courage, 
tintil he was overpowered by numbers, and Ml 
dead in the midftof thofc whom he had flain. Thd* peathoT 
Che battle laftcd about two hours, inckiding the ^kh^d.] 
time fpent in the purfuit, there was not above one 
tboufand of the royalifts killed on the occafion, be«> 
caufe the greater part fled betimeis without fight- , 

tng ; and the earl did not lofe above an hundred 
men, of whom Sir William Brandon was the moft 
confiderable. On the fide of the vanquilhed, be- 
fides Richard himfelf, the duke of Norfolk ^ loft 
his life ; the lord Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Richard 

* The following diftich was fixed Jack of Norfolk be not too bold ^ 
«» the gate of the houfc in which the For Dicken thy maftct is bought and 
^ke of Norfolk lodged at Leiceftcr : iold* 
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A. c. ?4T5- RisitcIifF, and Sir Robert Brackenbury, met WitH 
the fame fate ; the earl of Surry, fon to the duke 
pf Norfolk, was taken prifoncr and confined in the 
.Tower of London, from which, however, he was 
foon fet at liberty. . The earl of Northumberland, 
and feveral pjrtifans of Richard, were taken into 
favour; and others had the good fortune to ef^ 
cape; but Ca^efby, the iofapnous niinifter and <^oriT 
Jident of the tyrant, who had fp villainouily betray- 
<^ Haftings, havitig fallen into thp hands of the 
viftors,was executed in two days^after the battle, at 
Lcicefter,.wicb fome othi^rs qf the fame ftamp, who 
Jiad devoted ithemfelves to th^ ftrvice of Richard, 
immediately i^fter the engagement, the earl of Richr 
jmond fell dQwp on his kne^s'in the op^rj; field, an^ 
thanked the Almighty for ih? blelfing he bad be- 
Jftowed on his arms : then riding up to an eminence:, 
jie applauded the foldiers foj- their valiant behaviour, 
^nd promifed to re^rard thenn according to their 
defert^. . Richard's crown b^ing foui^d arnpng the 
fpoils of the field, wa^, by the lord Stanley, placed 
jupon the head of Henry, whp wa^ fajuted ^3 king 
,by the whole army ; and from that moment ht 
affumed th^ title. Richard'^ body being ftripped 
ftark qalced, and covered with wounds, filth, and 
blopd^ WAS thrown over a horfe*s back, with the 
. arrns on one fide .^nd the legs on the other,- anc^ 
carried tq Leicefter, where, after having been ex- 
|)ofe^ two days, ^nd treated with the utmoft indig- 
xj y n. A ^ity'i It; y/as, buried in the abbey-chqrch in a private 
tuw. manner.; though Henry, m refpeft to his family^ 
tuck. prdered jv tomb to be ereded over his grave. 
j!hii^'>e * Sqch was the end pf Richard JII. che moft ?rue], 
" •^'^^'"' wnrelentiilg tyrant that ever fat on the throne of 
England. jHe feems to have been an utter ftrange^ 
to the fofter emotions of the human heart, and en- 
tirely deftitute of every Social fentiment. Hi^ 
ruling paffion was ambition, for the gratifica- 
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tldn of which he trampled upon every law, both ^' ^' h»s- 
{lurrian ' atid divine: but this thirft of dominion 
was unattended with the leaft mark of generofityt 
or any defire o& rendering himfelf agreeable to his 
iellow-'Creatures : it was the ambition of afavage f » 
fiot of ^ prince ; for he was a folitary being, alto- 
gether: detached from the reft of mankind, and 
incapable of . that fatisfa&idn which refults from 
private friendfhip and difinterefted fociety. We 
iiiuft acknowledge, however, that, after his accef- 
aon to the throne, his adminiftration in general 
was condudbed by the rules of juftice ; that he 
^nadled falutary laws, and eftablifhed wife regula- 
tions ; and that, if his reign had been protracted, 
he might have proved an excellent king to the Eng- 
lifli nation. He pofleflcd an uncommon folidityof 
judgment, a natural fund of eloquence, the moft 
acute penetration, and fuch courage as no danger 
i could difmay. He was dark, filent, and referved, 
I and fo much mafter of diffimulation, that it was 
I alrpoft impoflible to dive into his real fentiments, 
Vnten he wanted to conceal his defigns. His ftature ^ 
v/as fmall, his afpeft cloudy, fcvere, and forbid- 
j ding ; one of his arms was withered, and one 
Ihoulder higher than the other, from which cir- 
cumftances of deformity he acquired the epithet of 
Crook-Back. Richard III. was the laft of the An- 
jevin race furnamed Plantagenet, which had pof- 
fefled the crown of England for the fpace of three 
hundred and thirty years : but he was not the laft 
male of that family in England -, for the earl of 
Warwick, fon to his brother Clarence, was ftiil 

-|* He was often charailcrifed by the The cat, the rat, and Lovel thp dog, 

Jiaxne of the bojir. And h^ and his Rule all England under the hog. 
three favourites Cateiby, Raddift^ and Richard left one natural fon, aminor, 

hovel, were included in a fatiiical whom he had apoointed governor of 

couplet which wa* frequently repeaced Calais, Guifncs, and all the Marches 

in his life-time. of Picardy belonging to England. 

Q 4 alive. 
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A. c. 148s* j^livc, and the only renuipmg. branch of gll chf 
numerous pofterky of the third Edward, which 
had been almoft totally extinguiflied in the civU 
war } a war which had raged lot tj^rty years^ and 
, lyas terminated by the battle df Bofworth, after 
h^ving.Goft the lives of above one hundred thoufand 
Ei^glifhmen, including a greaft number of priQces 

pf tl^e houfts of York ^d {^ancaftort 
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Of the church, 

From the Death of Edward III. to the 
Uaion of the two Houfcs of York and 
Lancaftcr. 

WICKLIFF had gained fuch a number of a.c. 1377, 
profelytes, that although the church was Y^^^^^. 
alarmed at the progrefs of his do&fine, it ^^^ 
£ouid not proceed to extremities with the author, J^^^* 
who had not only acquired great popularity, but ^ * 
Was, in a particular manner, patronized by the duke 
of Lancafter and the lord Piercy, who at that time 
engrofled the whole adminiftration. Pope Gregory 
XI. diredled a bull to the liniverfity of Oxford, 
complaining of that body's conniving at the doftrine ^ 
of Wickliffi and another to the bilhops, command- 
inor them to examine and fupprcfs the opinions of this 
;^chheretic. He was accordingly fummoned to a fy- 
liod at Lambeth, where he explained away in an auk* 
ward manner, three of his capital pofitions, which 
gave the greateft offence to the clergy : namely, 
that dominion viras founded on grace ; that the tem- 
poral power might feize upon the patrimony of the 
church; and that no ecclefiaftics ought to be veiled 
with a coercive power. In the midft of the fynod's 
deliberations, one Lewis Clifford, a manoffome 
diftinftion, entered the affembly, and in a peremp- 
tory manner, forbad them to proceed to cenfure 
againft Wickliff. He was followed by a great. 
number of .that reformer's adherents 5 fo that the 
bifliops found it convenient to aft with moderation, ^ 
and to difmifs the culprit, after having enjoined 
him nience. To this injunftion,. however, he payed 
00 fort of ^regard ; and bis doctrine continued to 

gain 
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^.c. »3««. gajj^ ground, under the favour of John duke of 
Waifing. Lancafter. - — ^ ^ 

^mi'^y ^^ the 'death of Gregory XL ther^ was a com- 
fucccedsto petition for the papacy between UrbaaVI. aijd 
^oprTc of'* 'Clement VII. and both being clcfted by different 
<Sitt&eri>ttiy. ^fadioDS of cafdjaals, afchifm in the church enfued. 
The king of France declared for Clement j and 
Urban*s title was recognized by tKe Englifh clergy. 
. In the parljameAt. that preceded this fchifm, a ftir 
twte bad been enacted in. favour of the clergy^ eqii- 
poweiing them to bring adlions of trefpafs agaihft 
, purveyor? who fliould give them difturbance, and 

entitling them to treble damage j exempting them 
from indiftments aind imprilonmentj for" holding 
jpleas in the fpiritual court ; and fubjefting to.ihi: 
prifonment and payment of damages, any minifte^ 
of the king or other perfon, who fliould arreft of 
interrupt a clergyman in the exercife of his funftion. 
We havie, in the civil hiftory, mentioned the fta- 
jtute ena6led by the parliament at 'Weftminfler 
'againft papal provifibns, in which there was a claufe, 
. prohibiting any Englifhman from farmin'g'the living 
of an afien, without the king's particular licence. 
At this period, William Courtney fucceede'd to 
the archbifliopric of Canterbury ; and celebrated 
fhe king's marriage, without having received the 
pall frt)m Rome, which he looked upon aS a cere- 
mony that did not at all afFeft the rights of his me- 
Jropolitan fundi ion, 
>«6(itk>n« of In the courfe of the fame year, frelh articles were 
^ndemncd exhibitcdf againft Wickliff and his follbwers, partiy 
as heretical, cularly Nicholas Rcpyirtgdon, whofe books, toge- 
t?J^.^s'pra- ther with the tenets of Wickliff, underwent a fy- 
licuted. nodical cehfure. Thefe doftrines we^e efpoufed by 
Philip Repyingdon doftor in divinity, and John 
Afhton, both of the univerfity of Oxford : though 
the name of Lollards was indifffet-ehtly given to the 
followers of Wickliff, and the. profclytes of one 

Williani 
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William Srfiich a inechanic, ^ind WUliam'.de Swin- ^^^^ u^?* 
xJurl?y aprieft, who vented notions of their own, 
v/ithout feeming to have any correfpondenic with 
the other. Several tenets of WicklifF h4d beea ^-' - 
cenfured by W. cje Berton, chancellor of th^ univefr I 

iicy, as erroneous, rcpugnanttochedetcriliinations 
;of the church, and contrary xp the catholic verity j j 

^nd now ^, Courtney archbifliop pf Canterbury 
>flembling feyeii fqfFrag^n prelates, fourteen dodors 
of the canon and civii law, with feventeen doctors 
'^nd fix bachelors gf divinity, condemned the fol- 
lowing ppfiuops as heretical : T7hat the fubftancc of i^y^ip.^ 
the bread and wine remains in the facramenc . after 
*i:onfecratipn : That the accidents do not remain, 
without their fubjedl:, after confecration in the facra^ 
niepr: That Chrift is not identically and corporeally 
preiem in the f^crament of the ^Itar : That a bifiiop 
or prieft in mortal fin, cannot ordain, confecrate, 
or baptize ; That there is np foundation in the gof- 
pel to believe that Chrift inftituted mafs : That God 
ought to obey the devil : That if the pope b^ 
^ wicked man, he is a member of the devil, and 
hath no authority over the faithful, nor any comr 
jniflion except from the empef or •: That, after the 
death of V^ban VL no perfoq ought to be acr 
Jcnowledged as pope ; bvit chriftians ought to live 
independently, lik^e the Greek church : That ecclcr 
^liaftics oughvto have no temporal pofifeffions : And 
that auricular confefiion is unneceflary and fuper* 
jluous. WickhfPs followers, Hereford, Repying- 
<Jon, and Afliton, were obliged to recant thefe te- • 
nets ; and the archbiihop directed all his fyffragans ^ 
.to prevent them from being taught in their refpe£tive 
diocefes. On the thirteenth day of July, the king 
iflfued a writ to the chancellor and prodtors of the 
uniyerfity of Oxford, to expel all graduates fuf- 
pcded of favouring thofe tenets, unlefs they would 
i)urge themfelves ^fore the archbifliop of Cantec- 
y \ ' bury. , 


Z04 H ISTORY of ENGLAND. 

A. c. i38«- ^juiy. They were likewlfc ordeised to fcarch for afl 
books written by WkWifF or Hereford, and tranP- 
mir them to the archbifhop Wiihout alteration. 

Rjnncr. This ot^ was executed by doftof Rigge, who was 
by thU time chantclloi-, akhough he himfetf wa4 
fuppoied to favour WicklifF:' yet no viofehce was 
offered to the perfon of this reformer, who lived 
unmolcftcd at M$ Uvinc of Lutterw6rth in Leicef- 
terlhire, wh^re he fooh . after this period died of 
the palfy ; nor were the LoHards much troubled irt 
the fequel of this reign; except by fome writs for 
- feizing their books, difperfing theSr conventicles, 
and imprtfoning thfeir teachers. 

A. c. 1388. ' The govern nient feemed to be more upon its guard 

tS^^n^b^tiuj ^S^'**^* ^^^ encroachments of Rome j for the king 
government oMiged the popc's coUeftoT to take an oatM- that 
wcrMci!l* ^ would be true to the king and crown ; mat he 
raenttofthc would do nothing dcttimentat to the rdyal prfero- 
i»afaJ power, gative, or the laws of the kingdom ; that he would 
not' publifh any letters from the pope, without the 
permiflion of the king's council •, that he would not 
export money or plate from the kingdom, nor inw 
troduce any new cuftoms, without the king's know- 
• ledge and particular licence. At the fame time a 
writ was direfted by the king to the archbifliop of 
Canterbury, renrtinding him of his duty, to prevent 
all illegal impolitions on the fubjed j informing 
him of the exaftions of Rome •, the relblution oi 
the comnK)ns to hold thofe perfons guilty of trea*- 
Ibn, who fliould bring in papal bglls, or levy im^^ 
pofitions in favour of the pope. Writs of the fami 
nature were directed t6 the other prelates, forbid** 
ding them toallow the fevy of a tenth which the pope 
^bad ifnpofed upon the clergy ; and l^rden the pope*^ 
nuncio was prohibited from colleding it on pain 
of forfeiting life and limb. Notwithftanding tbefe 
precautions, a great number of clergymen ventured 
to difregard the king's injuaftions, and repaired t6 

* Rome> 
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Rome, where thiey perfuaded . pope Bonif^e IX. ^•^' ^3*8* 
who fucceadedUrban, to .declare againft the ftacutes 
ci Provifors, Qjjare impedit,. and Premunire : but 
the government was fo far from repealing. thofe 
laws, that they Wete confirmed in parliament, which 
likewife enafted, that any perfon within the realm,* 
bringing or ijniding fummons, ce|)fure, or fentence 
of cxcommtinication, againft any perfon whatfoever 
for his a0e&£ to or execution of the faid ftatute of 
Provifors, fliall be arretted, imprifonedy and for- 
jfett all }us landa^ tenements, goods, and chattels, 
and incur the penalty of life and member (, and any 
prelate executing fuch fummons, cenfure, or fen- 
tence of exconimunication, fhall be deprived pf his 
tempocaltttes.; jtod they ihatl remain in tbeklngV 
liands for due redre& and correftlon. 
, The archbilhop's fufiragan^, and clergy,, protefted '^^^^^ 
iai general terms againft this biU ; and this proteft canterbHrf 
hrbij^fac an impeachment by the commons on the by^^he c^ 
archbtfliop of Canterbury, for obeying the pope in mons^ 
publiilmig focb cecfureSa as tended to the open dif^ 
keriibn of the crbwn., the fubvcrfion of the royal 
prerogativ^e of the king's laws and his whole realm ; 
and for aiding aad abetting his holinefs in a (cheme 
for tranilating Englilh prelates to foreign fees, to 
the prejudice of the king, th^ impoverithment of 
the nation, and contrary to the ftatutes of the realm. 
The archbilhop in his defence acquitted himfelf 
mtirdy of the charge, protefting that he would ad^^ 
)iere loyally to.the king ; and endeavour^ as in duty 
bound, to fupport hts majefty in thefe and all other 
infiances, ia which the rights of the crown might 
ba concerned. His anfwers were extremely agreea- 
ble to the commons ; the parliament enaded a new 
ftam^ of • Premunire, more comprehcnfive than 
tiie former, as it afl^Sted not only the procurers, 
aUttors^ maimaanersy and cbun&Uors,. but even the 
fevooreraof tJb& p^al ufurpatioa ^ &> that all ap- 
•: ■> 7 plication i 
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A.C, i3«s. plication to a foreigtt jurifdidkion, eitlier in the courfi 
of Rome or elfewhcre, in prejudice of the king's 
crown and reealitVj falls within the penalty of this 
•"^^"«''- ftatutc. 

A. c. 1393. When Richard went over to Ireland, the Lol-^. 
Addrefsof lards, encouraged by his abfeiice, prefented an ex- 
topariia!'*^' travagant remonftrance to parliament, importing^ 
m^t. That faith', hopCj and charity^ fled from the church 
of England as foon as (he began to mifmanage her. 
temporalities : That the Englilhpriefthood was not. 
derived from Chrift, but from the pope t That the: 
celibacy of the clergy was a fource of fcandalous. 
impurities : That Chriftcndom had been infeded 
with idolatry by the notion of tranfubftantiation r 
That all exorcifms and benediftions, together witt 
the trompery of confecrating churches^ altars, and 
veftments, favoured more of witchcraft and forcery,. 
than of religion : That the conjundtion of civil and* 
fpiritual power in the fame perfon, was fubverfive 
of all order and good government : That in prayers; 
for the dead, one perfon was preferred to another i 
That pilgrimage, prayers, and offerings to images 
and crofies, were abfurd and idolatrous : That au-; 
ricular confeflion furnifhed the priefts with oppor-^ 
tunities to debauch their penitents : That, to de-. 
prive any perfon of his life, cither in war, or a 
court of juftice, was a pradlice contrary to the doc- 
trine of the New Teftament : and, That female 
vows to lead a fmgle life, promoted infamous cor* 
refpondence, abortion, and murder : That, ieeing 
St. Paul has commanded us to be contented vrith 
food and raiment, mankind ought to moderate their 
defire^-, and that goldfmiths, fword-^cutlers, and 
many other kinds of artificers, ought to be fup« 
preflfed, as the inftraments of luxury and homicides 
This flraoge addrefs> which concluded with a ftanza 
of monkifh Latin verfe, alarmed the clergy to fuch 
a degree, that the arcfebiftiop of York, and the bk 
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ih6p of LdH||i) fent letters to Richard, complain- a.c ij^s. 
ing' bitterly jpPfche mfolence of the Lollards. Th^ 
kittg rcturfifti to England, boiling with indigna- . 
tton agsm^ thid troublefome led): of heretics ; an' 
oatb of ffiStf^rlTion, by way of left, againft Lol-^ 
lardifm, w48 impofed by the fecular power, i^nd 
Richard ordered the chancellor ^f Oxford to expel 
all thofe ftudents or graduates, who were fuipesfled 
of holding foch opinions. ' pt^. Ryi»*. 

Cour^weyj archbifiiop of Canterbury, dying^^^|tt a. c. 13^^ 
this period, was fucceeded by Arundel archbfmop oifputc be- 
ef York, who called a convocation at London, ^Xp ****** 
which condemned eighteen articles extradled from Amndci an* 
, WickUflTs Triologus, brought in by the canonifts ^^^0(^0!- 
2ixhd civilians of Oxford, who at the fame time re- fof<J« 
prefented, that their exemption by a papal bull, 
from all arichiepifcopal vifitation, left them expofed' 
Co the tyranny of the chancellor; and therefore, 
tJiey earneftly bcfbught the metropolitan to refume 
the power which he antiently poflefled. The arch- 
biihop relifhed the propofai, and refolved to vifit 
the univerfity; but receiving intimation that he 
would certainly be oppofed by the chancellor and 
prodtors, he applied to the king, who iflfued a writ 
direfted to the chancellor and ftudents, requiring 
them to admit the vifitation of the archbifliop, or 
their ordinary. They ftill pleaded their exemption ; 
but, at length the difpute was compromifed, and* 
they complied with the vifitation, pretending that' 
they were vifitable by the crown, though not by 
the archbilhop. 

This prelate being afterwards exiled for high The pope 
treafon, repaired to Rome, where he was hofpitably En^^j^^Vi- 
rcceived by Boniface IX. who created him archbi- fliops, 
ibop of St. Andrew's in Scotland, and intended to 
bellow upon him feveral livings in ]£ng]and. 
Richard, being apprized of his defigri, wrote fuch 
a peren^tory letter to the pope, that his holinefsf 

thought 
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A«c»i39f. thought proper to abandon Artm^el *, md at the 
king's recommendation, filled the fee of Caoter* 
bury with Roger Walden treafurer of England. 
He imagined that by this compliance he was in* 
titled to take fame freedoms with Richard ; and 
tried his intereft accordingly. He tranilated the 
bi(hop of Lincoln to the fee of Chefter, and con- 
ferred the bifhc^ric of. Lincoln on the famous 
Henry Beaufort, afterwards cardinal of Enghmd* 
This ftep gave gceat un^brage to the kii^, who 
ailembled the clergy i. ^nd demanded whether or 
nor, the pope had authority to cri^at^ and trullale 
bifhops in England. Th^y did not choofe to make 
a direct anfwer to this queftion s but adviied Ri* 
. chard to write a remonftrance to the p(^, defiring 
him to forbear exerting fuch ^luthoritjr for the" fii- 
tpre. Peter dc Bofco was afi;erwards fcnt over to 
England as the pope's nuncio, to» folkit the affair 
of proyifions in favour of his holinefs ; but he fpund 
the king, inflexible, though ht was politely re« 
ceived) and gratified with lome valuable prefents* 
l^opo^al for . The fchifm in the chjiirGh ftill continuing be- 
IJSdh ^^^^^ Boniface IX. ai^d Benedia XIII. the French 
king defired (he! affiilance of Richard in reftoring 
that union which wa^ To necaflary &ir the intsreft o£ 
Chriftianity^ and the Jcing of .England ai&mbled 
tlie mod learned divines ^f thp realm .at Oxford, to 
deliberate on meaAires for obtaining this deiirable 
end; The refult ^ their confultation was, that a 
general council Would bs the m^ft fpeedy and ef- 
fedlual method for reuniting Chriftendom in their 
religious tenets V and they promiied to produce be-^ 
fore fuch an aiTembiy, two ihort propofitioos that: 
would foon put an end to the fchifm. Twelve of^ 
thefe Englilh divines wer^ fcnc oyer to France, txB 
fettle fome preliminaries with .the do<3:ors of Parian 
and the French agreed to the project of a general 
council, though they infifted upon a total c^tioo 

of 
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m the powers of both p^pes* while the affklr fluOuId a. Cm^x. 
be depending. 

Wnen Henry tV. afcended the thronei W^ldcn PerfcctiA?!! 
was expelled by the pope from the fee of Center- uih^^^ 
bury, which was reftored tb Aruiidel j and now be- 
gan- the perfecution of the Lollards. The parlia- 
nient ehadted iknguinary laws, and invefted the 
clergy with the power of taMng away the lives of 
their fellow creatuces for mere maccers of opinion. 
The firftyidim of this bloody inqiiifuion was Wil- 
liUm Sautre, reftor of the parifh of St. Ofych, who 
bad been examined brfore the epQvocation, touch- 
ing fome tenets of LoU4rdirm ^ which he choughc 
proper to recant : but, he afcer wards rd^dopted his 
tornier doclrine, and afcer a fecoiid hearing, v/ai 
pronounced an jieretjc rclapfed. . Then they di- 
refted him of b'\% patent, ^.chalice, and chafhule* 
They deftroyed his cccleflafticad cqnfure; he was 
Ibroially degraded by the archbifhop, dre0ed in a 
lay hab^ti ddiveted over tP th? fecular arm *, and^ 
by virtue of i writ de Hereticb comburendo, was 
the firUt who jfuiTered d^ath for herefy in England. 
This execution ierved onJy tp indame thp zeal, und 
propagate the dodtrine ot IiOllards,vwho deviate^ 
ftiJl mote and mo^re from the dodrines of the efta* 
kiiSk^^ church. They affirmed, thac the fevcn fa- 
4;f amenta we^.nph»fe than/b many dead, unproS- 
Ui^ iymbois : that oelljbiacv was contrary to (he 
4ru^ grieat: law pf dod^and iV^ed p iefle'n tlie 
dumber of the iiih*bitan|;s qf the N^w Jferufalem : 
jthat ^ intention, and not the tbrm^ conllicutefl 
ihfi awrijige i .th?t the church was, 44riOg the pr(J- 
Sfint ipr^iQC of religiop, r\o better than the fyr^- 
• gOgtip of S^an : and tha^c thf: facrament of the 
. attar was a mocfel o( dead bread : that they df- 
Coined bringing their children to be baptized in 
f;burche$^ becauie xhe prie(ls were wicked and im* 
I^MPe, 'and wpuld cpmmv^icatp flocir impurity tp 
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A. cx I40I, the infants they baptized : ' that there ought to be * 
no diftinftion of days : that purgatory was a mere 
chimera : that penance was a hardftiip and impofi- 
♦tion,' and altogether fuperfluous, in a finner whole 
repentance was fincere. 
Archbi/hop On the death of Boniface, Innocent VII. fuc- 
mXs pro-' ceeded to the papal chair ; and next year, arch- 
''*^'°'ftthe ^^^^P Arundel made a vifitation of the univerfity 
pf^rtfsof of Cambridge in right of his fee, and reformed a 
dSibf' number qf.abufes. In the parliament ' called at 
Weftminfter, two new ftatutes were enafted againfl: 
the encroachments of Rome, ordaining, that no 
perfon under colour of bulh of exemption pur- 
diafed from the pope, ftiould trouble ot difturb 
any prebendaries, keepers? of hofpitals, or vicars, in 
the enjoyment! of the tythes due to them in their 
feveral benefices; and,' that no licence, granted 
tipon . pjovifion to any be;nefice not yet vacant, 
fhould bfe valid or available. In the courfe of this 
year, one Thorp an ecclefiaftic was comfmitted to 
prifon by the archbiftiop of Canterbury, for cer- 
tain articles of faith, which wfere deemed heretical^ 
;He refufed to fwear by the bible, becaufe it was no 
'more than a creature, and therefore not intitled to 
adoration; * He believed himfelf infpired by the 
fame fpirit \yhich direfted the * apoftles\ and pub*- 
liihed a performance called Thorp's Teftament, ift 
which he inveighed agaihft the hierarchy, affirm- 
ing, that'bifhops and priefts ought to earn their 
fubiiftenccby the work of their hands ; arid when 
pafl their- labour, fubfift upon charity. Iti order 
to prevent the growth of fuch fanaticifm, and the 
ptogrefs of WicklifPs doftrinc, archWfhop Arun- 
*-del aflembled the bifhops and clergy of his pro- 

* vince att Oxford ; and, ^ter fome deliberation, drew 
up a body of provifions, enafting. That no prieft 
fliould preach to the people, unlefs authorized-by 

*thc*ccclefiaftical laws, and approved by the dioce- 

• ' * fan: 
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ttf the powers of bothpqpeSj while the affair fliduld ^- ^- mp*. 
be depending. - 

Wnen Henry iV. afcended the thronej Wildcn ^crfcans^ 
was expelled by the pope from the fee of Canter- Sds?^ 
bury, which was reftored to Aruridel 5 and now be- 
gan- the J)erfecution of the Lollards. The pariia- 
nient etiafted iknguinary laws., and invcfted the 
clergy with the ppwer of taking away the lives of 
their fellow creatures for mere matters of opinion* 
i'he firftyidim of this bloody inquifition was Wil- 
liam Sautrfc, i-eftor of the parilh ojFSt. Ofych, who 
had been examined btrfore the co4vocation, touch- 
ing fome tenets of Lo}l4rdifm ; which he chouglic 
proper to recaxit: but, he afterwards rd^dopted hi^ 
tirmcT dpclrine, and after a fecorid hearioa, wa4 
pronownoed an |ieretic relapfed. . The;) tney di- 
vefted Jhiirii of his patent, \<:hal ice, and chalhulc. 
Tifey dei^roycd his eccleflaftic^J torifur^ ; he was 
Ibrijlally d^raded by the aVchbiihop, diefled in ^ 
lay liab^ q^liveted over tp th^ fecular arm ; and^ 
hf virtue of i writ de Herettcd coniburendo, wa$ 
ri^ firH who fuifered d^ath for herefy in England; 
TJu$ execution ierved only tQ indam^ th? it^U and 
propagate the do&rioe ot IiOllards,v who dpviate^ 
ftill aione and mo^re from the doftrines of the efta- 
i^ljU^fi chiirxJi. Theya/Brmed, that the fcvcn foi- 
4?5ramfijoti? we^ ,np tpore than^o many dead, unpii>fi- 
jilil? iymbpiU : rbat^oelijbiiy was contrary to the 
4^^ great iaw c(f ^qdv '^nd ^^ved p JeflGbn the 
^uoibier of ^ Lah^itani;s qf the New Jeru&lemi . 
^that ijbp iixtentiop, and not the formal canftitute^ 
ihfi vmn^g^ i that the chvrch was, (|uripg't;Ke p^ ^- 
J^nt fv^iQC of rdigiofi, i\o bettpr than the fyr^- 
^CigUp of Satan: and that xht facrament of the 
.altar was a ftiorfel of dead bread : that; they (^p^ 
fjined bringing their children to be bapti^d in> 
^lirches^ becaufe xhe prlclils were wicked and im* 
^Mre, 'and wpuld cpmwvi^icatp ^heir iropuricy t9 
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A.c. 1401. wardens ilioulcJilofe their preferment, and be dxcdft* 
- Kn^ohr^n municated. 

Council of -^ general council being furfimbned to* nteet aS 
Pir». iPifa, to concert meafbres for removiri^ the fchifci in 
the church ^ Henry Chicheley brfhopc^f St. David's, 
llobert Allen bilhop of SalisWiry, and the prior of 
Canterbury, were chofen in convocation ascteputifes, . 
io aflift at the faid council, to which the king font 
Sir John Colvil, and Nicholas Rickfton, as hH 
A.c. 1405. ambalTadors. On the twenty- fifth day of March^ 
this great aDembly met, confifting of two and 
twenty cardinals,' four patriarchs, ttfrfclve arch* 
bifliops prefent, and fourteen rftpr^fthted by proxy^ 
fourfcore bilhops bfefides proxies, eighty-feven ab- 
bots, and ambaflfadors from all the crowned li^ds^ 
independent princes, and ftates of Europe. The 
two popes were fammoned to appear, and fbbmit 
to the decifion of this council; but, as they did 
nenciia ' not obey the citation, the aflfembly, After having 
and Gregory ^.Qj^fyj^gj thiri^eeh feffiohs HI preliminary dtfeulfions, 
as fchifma- ait laft dccrccd the two pretenders to the papacy, 
^«- namely, Benedift X!II. and Gregory XIL incorri- 

Baronias. gible Ichlfmacics, and perjured heretics. They 
were deprived of all title and authority 5 all theif 
tranfaaions wcrie declared void and of no efieft $ 
ind the apoftolical fee was pronduneed vacant. 
Copies of thefe refolutions being Tent td all the 
powers in EUrOpe, the cahiinals, at th6 defife of 
the council, proceeded to the eleftion 6f a nevr 
pope ; arid their choice fell upon Peter de Cahdia 
cardinal of Milan, who aflhmed thte haittfe of 
Alexander V. ' ^ 

Difputs In the fbcceedfng year, WicklifPs opihibhs wefe 

»>;*J^^'^;fcondemrib* afifelh, in full congregation at OxfOhJ,. 
archbHhop by Order of the chancellor: Two hundred con*- 
tte'^ver- clufions wcre conderfined by the univerfity, and 
fitycf Ox- feveral books Cdhwirtted to the flames. I'hefe ftvt- 
**'^ ^ rities, however, ceuld- not binder Lollardifm from 

gaining^ 
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f:;iiamg groniKJ in the univerfity, which the arcln- ^* ^- 'a^^^. 
ilhop viuted wijh great pomp, '' accompanied by 
his nephew the earl of Arundel : he was m?t at fome 
diftance from the city by the members of the col- 
leges, headed by Ricjiard Courtney the chancellor, 
who told the metropolitan, that they fhould be 
proud to entertain his grace, who, he hoped, haci 
no other defign than to fee the univerfity,* as they 
enjoyed an immunity by a papal bull from afl 
Vchiepifcopal vifitation. Arundel was greatly of- 
fended ajt this addrefs, of which he complained to 
Che king, who reprimanded the univerfuy; and 
Hn obftihate difpute enfued. At length, buth par- 
ties referred their caufe to the determination of hi^ 
cnajefty, who decided in favour of the archbifliop^ 
This award being afterwards confirmed by parlia- 
ment, Arundel ^i>t His delegates to Oxford, in or- 
der to enquire i.nt.e the progrds of Lollardifm ; and 
jche mepbers of the univerfity chofe twelve exami- 
ners to co-operate ia this inquifition. A great 
number pf cpnclufions were cenfured ^ and all thofe 
fufpefted qf favouring fuch opinions were impri- 
foned or put into the hands of the archbifhop, wlip 
applied to the pope for a bull xo confirm the ccn- 
fares which be approved ; ind for ariotheri that 
would impower him to dig up the bones of Wickr 
lifF. The firft was readily granted ; ,btit the ocher 
poilponed. Jn the parliamejat which nciet on the a, c. 141*, 
jhird day of November at Weftminfter, Sir John 
Tiptoft, (p^k^v of the boufe of commoos, fpoke 
with great warmth againft the Lpllards, as a very 
dangerous feftj and the houfeof Jords addrcCerd 
the Kii^ in a remonftr^nce, importing, that they • 
endeavoured tp e;iccite the people to deprive the pre- 
. lates oif .their .temporal poflcffions ; and pubjijhed^ 
that Richard late King of ]ingUnd was alive : they 
therefore petitioned for a ftatute, ordaining, that 

• *ny peffon preaching, publifhing, or maintaining any 

' JP ^ doftrine. 
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A.C.141Z. dodrine, whereby the people might be moved to 
take away the temporal pofleffions of the prelates, 
or propagating any report of Richard's being alive, 
ihould be arretted, imprifoned, and obliged to find 
fufficient bail and mainprize, to be taken before the 
chancellor of England. The king granted the 
requeft of the lords ; and this was the laft aft of 
perfecution againft the Lollards that paiTed in the 
Waifing. courfe of this reign. 

THaiof sir , When Henry V. fucceeded ,to the throne, the 
^ritic.^^*^" Lollards expefted more indulgence, as this prince 
fcemed to be a laritudinarian in his religious prin- 
ciples, and was particularly connefted by the ties 
of friendfhip with Sir John Oldcaftle, who was 
their great patron. They were miferably difap- 
pointed in this hope ; for Henry V. was not only 
bigotted to the religion in which he had been edu*- 
cated, but refolved to live upon good terms with 
the clergy, whofe aflifta^ce he forefaw would be 
neceflary towards the execution of the great fcheme 
he had projefted againft France. Moved by thefe 
confiderations, he left them in the full enjoyment 
, of their jurifdiftion ; and one of the firft perfons 
againft whom they exerted their authority, was Sir 
John Oldcaftle, who cfpoufed the opinions of Wick- 
lifF, which we have already explained. He was 
fummoned to the ecclefiaftical court by repeated 
citations, to which he paid no regard; then he was 
apprehended, and brought before the archbifhop, 
who declared himfelf ready to abfolve him, if he 
would recant his errors, and move for abfolution. 
In anfwcr to this infinuation, Sir John pulled a pa- 
per from his bofoni, aud delivered it to the prelate, 
who having perufed the contents, faid, his princi- 
ples were good in the main ; but there was a ne- 
ceffity for his explaining himfelf further on tran- 
fubftantiation^ and auricular confeffion. The 
knight refufing to make any other declaration orf 

th^fe 
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thefe po'mts, but what was contained in the written .^' ^ M'!' » 
paper, was committed to the Tow^r •, and next day 
received fome quaenes from the archbilhop, touch- 
ing his opinion of the bread and wine in the facra- 
ment of thp altar, auricular confeffion, the power 
of the pope, pilgrimage, and the.worlhip of re-' 
lies and images. He.wasdefired to confider thefe 
articles, and prepare Ifis anfwers by the twenty-* 
fcventh day of September^ when the convocation 
would fit at Black- Fpiars. Being brought into 
this aflembly by Sir Robert Morley, lieutenant of 
the Tower, he behaved with all the indifcretion 
of a hot-headed enthufiaft. When the archbiftiop 
admonilhed him to crave the bencdidion of the 
court, he anfwered, Maledicam benediftionibus 
veftris, Curfe on your benediftions. Even after, 
this indecent r^ply, the archbifliop told him, that 
if he would defire abfolution in the cpmmon form, » 

he Ihould have it without hefitation. To this inti7 
mationhe anfwered, that he would demand no ab- 
iblution where he had given no offence. So faying, 
he fell upon his knees, and in an enthuHallic rhap- 
fbdy, confefTed all his fins to God, in the hearing 
of the whole aflembly. Being queftioned concern- 
ing the eucharift, he profefled his belief, that, 
after confecration, Chrift's very body was prefent 
in form of bread, the fame individual body that ^, . 
was born of the Virgin Mary. Then he was aflced^ 
"whether or not it was the material bread after con- 
fecration ? and turning to the archbifliop, 'M be- 
♦* lievc (faid he) it is Chrift*s body in form of 
•f bread. Sir, believe you not this ?" " Yes, marry, 
*'. do I !" replied the archbiftiop. The dofibfs. 
then interpofing, deifired to know if he thought any 
part of the bread remained after confecration j. and,.. .. ^,. 
he replied it is both Chrift's body and bread. This 
was the rock upon which he fplit ; for, notwith - . .^ 
ftandijig his explanation, fupported by texts ,pf 

P 4 fcripture. 
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A.Cx4x$* fcripture, they declared tb^ opinion bereticrf -, j^nd, 
when be challenged'^tbenn to prove it hercfy, they 
appealed to the determination of holy-churcK. 
JSir John, being v/atmed in his own defence', treat- 
ed the do(St:ors v/ith contempt ; and would not 
«ven allow the rhurCh to be holy, fince (he had 
been infcfUd with the^ poifon of wordly pofftilloAs. 
Doflor Walden, a noted thcologift of thofe times, 
pnder-took to confute Oldcaftle by af^ument, an4 
the difpute was infiamed to the moft bitter alterca- 
tion I but very little to the purpofe was faid on 
either fide : Sir John cotlipared them to Anhas and 
^ Caipbas, who fate in judgment upon Chrift, and 

afterwards on hi^ apoftles. '^ The bifiiops of Rome 
f' (faid he) were formerly pious martyrs; but, 
♦* iince tl^ey Were infedted with the poifon of worWly 
*5 ppfleflfion, they have d^ppfed, poifoned, curfed^ 
f * and aflaffinatcd c:|ie another ; they have f^lkd the 
** whole earth with cruelty and mifchitf. Chrift 
f ' was mpek and merciful ; thfe pope is proud, tyran- 
^^ noiis; ChHft was poor and a3mpaifiohatey the 
f^ pope is ri(:h, arrogant, and a barbarous man- 
** hayer. Rome \s the very neft of Antichrift, 
•* from whence cpme all his difcipfcs : prelates, 
^* priefts, arid monks, ?tre the body, and their 
*^. Ihaven friars the tail, which covcfeth his moft 

v^fi^i. ** ^'^"^y P^^^" ^^^^ obloquy Coul4 tipt fail to. 
jxmha^ exaiperate the aflerhbly, which beinfg utianindous 
in finding him guilty, the afchbiJjiop pronounced 
the fentence of condemnation ; and, though he 
made his efcape from the Tower, he was after- 
ward} apprehended, and fufFered death both as a 
traitor and heretic, by being hanged and burned ac 
Tvburn. 
feTnS^ Vpon the , death of Alwaftder V. Ralthaftr 
declares tbfi Coflk was cbpfcn his fiicteffor, under the name ^f 
?^^«yrr John XXIII. and convoked a* general cound! kt 
^onftar^ce, <vfth th/^ CoAfei>t <)f the cm|>wor Sigif* 

mund i 
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|iii(ad ; whoie aim was not only to aboltfii the A.c. 1414* 
fchifms which ftrll contintied in the church, but 
alfo tb root out the herefy of Wickliflr, which ha4 
by this time tnade gceac progrefs in Bc^mia^ by * 
the te^hing and preaching of John Hufit^ and 
Jerome of Prague. When ciie council met cri th^ 
fixteenth day ct November, the officers afid ferr 
vams df the a0emby wei'e eqttally elected but of 
the five notioos of which it was compc^d^tiamdy, 
Englifli, Italians, French, Spamarids, a|td Ger-r 
inans. They agreed to range the fathers of die 
poundl unda* thefe five niations; and that the. 
pleuraiity of voices flsouid determine all matters* , 
propofed. : On the twcitty-eighthdjay of Novem- 
ber, John Hufs arrived ac Conftance ^ and, tho' 
he pleaded ^ Me-condud of the emperor, was 
grreftedl fay orakHr bf the pope, who txdd him he had 
never granusl a fi|ie-condu(%, and was^ not bound 
by that of riie emperor. On the twenty third day 
pf December the lemperor appeared in council, ^ 
which proceeded to buftn^fs i and after much de- 
bate, it was found abfoluteiy neceflfary towards the 
re-cftabli{hmenc of peace md union in the church, 
that not osaly the antipopes, Gregory and Bene^ 
di&j Ihould he divefted of all authority, but even 
John XXIIL ihouki abdicate his pap^ dignky. 
This laft, confeiousof many enormities in his own 
condufi, for winch he dreaded profecution, fecmr 
ingly agreed to i\k propofal. The emperor was 
fopteafed with his compltance, that he took. off* 
His crown, and kified the pope's feet ^ ;md all the 
inembers of the council promi&d to <uffx>rt him 
againft his two rivals, ihou]4 they refgfe tb follow 
his cKample. John's confent was the eficA of <iif- 
Emulation. On "pretence, of gM>g to Mice, that 
lie Md Benedi& m^t make their renunciatiDn to- 
^jgdJhfer, he wanted to eCc9pe {wm ConAance, thtit 
)ie iiHght. put aa end to the eoimcU« Sigifmmid 
* ." fufpefting 
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A.c.i4r4*fuipe£ting his deiign^ 't)rdcred the avenues of the 
city to be guarded ; and fcnt the patriarch of An- 
tioch to John, requiring him to appoint pro&ors 
for making the renunciation in his name. The 
pope declining this propofal, he was prefented 
vrich the following refdludons of the af&mbly : 
That the council had been juftly called, and fairly 
afiembled : That even, though deferted by the 
pope, or any other prelates, it fhould continue in 
being and authority, until the fchifm fhould be ex- 
tirpated, and a univerfal reformation in faith and 
morals take place, both in the head and members 
of the church : That the council fhould not be xe- 
moved to any other place, nor any prelates or 
6thers depart without fufiicient reafon : That the 
pope himfelf fhould not quit the aflembly, but ap- 
point a prodor, to renounce in his name all title 
to the papal authority. To thcfe articles John re- 
plied, that it would be more convenient for him- 
felf and the council to remove to Nice, where the 
king of Arragon and Benedid might confer with 
the emperor ; and that the appointment of a proc- 
tor was unnecefTary, as he intended to make the 
renunciation in his t>wn perfon. This anfwer plain- 
ly demonftrated the intention of the pope, who, 
notwithflanding the cmperor^s precautions, made 
his efcape by the affiflance of the duke of Auflria, 
and the eleftor of Mentz, to SchafFhoufen, from 
whence he fent four cardinals to diffolve the coun- 
cil. This conduct produced the famous decree, 
importing, that this council reprefenting the catho-, 
lie church militant. Had received immadiately from 
Jefus Chrift, a power, which perfons of all condi- . 
tions, even popes themfelves^ were obliged to obey 
in every thing concerning the faith, the extirpa- 
tion of the fchifm, and reformation of the church. 
John protefled againft their proceedings ; and they 
fent ambafladors, inviting him to return : but, he 

infifted 
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Infifted upon fuch high terms, that they altered ^* ^* '4H« 
their ftrain, and fummoned him to appear in nine 
days, on pain of being prdceeded againft as a fli- 
gitive and delinquent. The emperor perceivings 
that he depended intirely upon the protedion of the 
duke of Auftria,' invaded that dutchy with a nu- . 
merous army, to the great teiror of the duke, who 
humbled himfdf before Sigifmund, and purchafed 
his peace, by'making the pope prifpner at Fribourg* 
In the mean time, the council condemned the doc- 
trines of WicklifF, pronounced him and his me* 
mory accurfed, and decreed, that his bones (hould 
be dug up and fcattered about with infamy* Then 
they chofe commiffioners to manage the proceft 
againft the pope, who was accufed of having by 
fimony obtained the dignity of cardinal r of hav* 
ing fold ecclefiaftical preferments : of having at- 
tempted to poifon his predece(ibr : fold indulgences 
and relics, alienated the goods and pofTefiions of 
churches and monafteries, denied the refurreftion, 
and a future ftate : of having led a very difiblute 
life, addi6ted to all manner of vices r of having 
neglefiked the duties of religion : of having de- 
bauched nuns, and lived in criminal and inceftuous 
communication with his own brother's wife. Being 
convided on thefe articles, the council fufpended 
him from the exercife of all papal power, fpiritual 
and temporal ; and a deputation of cardinals was 
fent to inform him of the fentence. He expreflfed 
the utmoft refignation to the decrees df the af- 
-fembly, and faid, he hoped they would have fomc' 
regard to the condition of life in which he had 
hitherto appeared ; at the fame time, he wrote a 
very humble letter to Sigifmund, craving his fa- 
vour and protection : but, notwithftanding all his 
fubmiflion and intreaties, the council proceeded to 
the fentence of depofition j acid decreed, that neither 

of 
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A.'C. i4'4- of the three compecttQcs ihoqld be mtmomd in 

the enfuiag clcftion. 
Ptoceeding* The papacy being thus dcdared vacant, they 

Huis ti/d"**" bcg^" ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ J^^^ ^^^^ ^he fampU9 Bohe- 
Jerome of miati rcfofmcr, who wa^ conviftcd of herefy, and 
^^^9^ comtnicted to the flames, iii direft violation of the 
fafe*condu6b which had been grantc^d to him by 
Sigifinund ; a breach of faith that will reA^ft eter - 
pal dt%rgce on the memory of that ep\peror. Hi^ 
friend and companion Jerome de Prague met with 
the famis fate ; and both behaved with the eourage* 
fimplichy, and chriftian charity of the primitive 
martyrs. They were accu&d of having maintain <^ 
rd impiooi, horrible, and damnable opinions* 
They wefe condemned as leditious, obftinate, inr 
eorri^ble difcipks and defenders of Wic^iff^ 
hardened, crafty, hmIicious* and convi^d here- 
tics. Notwithftanding this heavy charge, John 
Hufs adopted no part of WicklifPs do^rine, but 
what concerned the hierarchy of the church, and 
the manners of the dcrgy. He believed tranCub- 
ftantiatioa and the expediency of image- worlbtp : 
tmt, he affirmed the hierarchy c^ the church was 
. 'not founded in icripture : that the excefiive au- 
thority, of popes, cardtnals, and biHiops, wa3 mere 
ufurpation : that the clergy in general were cotp 
rupted in their manners ; and the bene&dions to 
the church fliamefiilly mifapplied. The council 
uied all their art to draiy him into a doubt or de- 
iii^t of tranfubftantiation *, add as he would not 
confefe any fiich principle, he ^35 convifted 0f it 
on the depoficioQ ^f evidence. This article was 
fnfertod in his ientence merely as a pretext ^ but 
i^trf uopvejudiccd peirfon will perceive and own» 
that he and his companion* were facriiiced to the 
temporal tmereft rof the clergy. It was «u>t the 
- fatith bm the mrhmtjic^ tlie church ^yjtbought 
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ki dangcf : the fame principle manifcfted itfelf ift ^' ^* •♦'♦• 
thus\ condemning the adminiftration of the com« 
knunion in both fpecies* This they did not con- 
demn as a thing evil in ttfelf j on the contrary, 
they owned it had been praftifed in the ancxenc 
church. But, they pronounced an anathema againft 
thofc who afferted, that the church had no right td 
abolifti that praftice^ With relpcfl: to fdme othcf 
ftrange dodtrines which fell under their cognisance, 
as they did not aflfeft the power of the clergy, the 
council proceeded upon them with furprifing indif- 
ference. John Petit, a kwyer in the dominions of 
the duke of Burgundy, maintained, that each in* 
dividual had a right to flay a tyrant even by 
treachery : and this propofition bring prefentftd to 
the council, that aflembly, after much folicitation, 
declared it erroneous, without punilhing, or even 
iiaming^ the author. The left of Flagillatoru af* 
ferted many capital errors, which being difculBd 
l>y the council, it was refolvcd to find out fome 
gentle means for bringing them back into the palo 
t>f the church. The fame coldhefs they manifefted 
in the work of reformation which was fo ncceflary. 
A lift of abufes indeed was made out/ and they 
agreed upon the model of reformation : but, by 
The artifice and intrigues of the cardinals and 6thery, 
the cxectrtion of this plan was poftponcd, and after- 
guards wholly laid afide. The council now refolved 
to chcofe a new pope ; and, for this purpofe, fiX " 
prelates were chofea oDt of each of the five nations, 
and joined as aftcflbrs co the cardinals, in whom the 
power vf e^lefting was formerly vefted : it was de* 
creed that no perfon fhould be deemed duly eleft- 
cd whhout having in his favour two thirds of the 
cat dinaU and aflfeflbrs j and that the fladthoufe of 
the city fliould be prepared as a conclave to be 
gtiarded ^f the emperor and magiftraces. They 
•ceordingly etitered their celh; and, being fhut 
.6 up,' 
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A.C. 1414* Up, elevated to the papal chair Otho de. Colomia, 
cardinal deacon of St. George, a Roman nobleman, 
Martin V. ^1^^ aflumcd the name of Martin V. John, who 
ch«fcnpope. had been depofed, was committed to the cuftody 
>Bn!s"V. of ^^^ bifhop of Winchefter, from whom he made 
Poggius. his efcape j and the nev/ pope diffolved the council 
^^'°' on the twenty -fecond day of April, after it had 

continued fitting for the fpace of four years. 
A.c. 141S. In the mean time the perfecution raged among 
Perfecution the Lollards in England, where John Cleyden, a 
EMhlT^" citizen of London, and one Richard Turming, a 
baker, were burned in Smithfield. The archbifliop, 
in convocation, enafted a conftitution, direfted to 
his fuSragans, enjoining thetp to make ft rid: fearch 
and enquiry twice a year after the perfons fufpeded of 
herefy, that they might be proceeded againft accord- 
ing to law, and either committed to prifon or to the 
flames, as the nature of their crimes might require. A 
fynod, lacing convened by the archbilhop of Can- 
terbury at' London, granted two tenths as a fupply 
for the war in France ; and the duke of Bedford 
notified to the aflfembly the eledion of pope Mar- 
tin V. whofe elevation was celebrated with re- 
joicings, anthems, and other adts of devotion. 
The aflembly then enaded a decree for regulating 
the graduations at the two univerfities, which de- 
cree met with great oppofition at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge ; though it was at laft received by the in- 
terpofition of Henry V. who was himfelf a patron 
of learning. Pope Martin began to encroach upon 
the liberties of the Englifli church with the fame 
arbitrary power which had been exercifed by his 
predeceffors : he difpofed of bilhoprics by way of 
provifion, and vacated the eleftions of the chapters. 
Henry, in order to put a flop to this ufurpation, as 
alfo to reform a number of abufes which had crepe 
in among the clergy, fent John Ketterick, bifhop 
of Coventry and Litchfield, to demand of the pope 
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an exprefs Concordat, tx) whkh his holine&> agreed. ^^*^^^ 
In a convocation^ held at this period la London, 
one Richard Walker, a prieft of Worcefter^ was» 
tried and convifted of witchcraft, which he fo- 
lenir)ly renounced, and did public penance. Many 
people were likewife obliged to abjure Lollardifm ;* 
and the affembly granted a large fubfidy to the king, 
who fupprefled the French monafteries id England, 
and granted thieir lands to other colleges of the 
learned. After this king*s marriage, a convocation 
held at London prefented the king with a tenth, 
on condition that his purveyors fhould not encroach 
upon the goods of churchmen ; and that tio clergy- 
man fhould be imprifoned but for theft and mur- ^ , . 
der. ''"''""• 

Pope Martin having fummonedanew council at 9^nft'*«- 
Pavia, the archbilhop of Canterbury held another archlShop 
convocation for the elefton of delegates, the names chichdey. 
of whom were returned- to the king, that he might 
pitch upon thofc who Ihould repreftnt the Englifli 
clergy at the enfuing council : a fum of nxMiey was 
likewife voted for the expence of their journey. 
William White, a prieft, was cenfured for herefy, 
and recanted ; Henry Webb, of Worcefter, was 
ftripped aqd publicly fcoiirged in the cathedrals of 
St. PauPs, Worcefter, and Bath •, William .Taylor, 
mafter of arts, was profecuted for herefy, Tecanted, 
relapfed, and was delivered over to the fecular arm. 
In a fubfequenr convocation a decree paiTed for the a. c. 1421; 
collation of benefices on the fcholars of Oxford 
and Cambridge, which was confirmed by aft of 
parliament, Some canons were enadted for mode- 
rating the fees of inftitutions and induiStions ; and 
for publiftiing and executing the provincial confti- 
tution of archbiftiop Sudbury againft the exceflive 
ftipcnds of parochiarpriefts and others. Archbi- 
lhop Chichcly was famous for a great number of 
con^itucions which he enadled j enjoining the cele- 
bration 
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A«c.t4ftt.bration of feftivah; fegulftcing the probftces c^ 
wills by admioiftradon ; infticuung a kiod of in-^ 
quifition againft Lotlardifm ; proyidiAg Ugamft fatfe 
weights y reviving the confticution ot Jgho Peck- 
ham^ archbiihop of Ctoterbgry, who decreed that 
thofe cafes and articles, in which the fentence o/ 
the greater excommunication wa$ incurred^ (houkl 
be publicly declared in every pariih church fix the 
information of the people ; and augmenting tbft 
ftipends of vicars, who were allowed to fue 6it 
' ^' '^^^* fuch augmentation in forma pauperum. 
t^Bl2<^\:- Towards the latter end of the reign of the fifth 
tine mojiks. Henry, the Benediiline monks were beconnue fo 
luxurious and diiSiliice, that the king infifted upon 
a reformation ; and a provincial Capitulary for 
that purpofe was held in |he Ghapter^houfe at Weft- 
minfter ; where . it was ordained« That the abbot| . 
ihould employ their attention in the care of fouiai 
That the extravagance x>f their equipage ihould be 
retrenched, fo as thut none Ihould be attended by 
above twenty faorie, under a fevere temporal pe<- 
nalty : That they ihould oever make a gift of the 
eflfe&s of the convent above the value of forty fifil- 
lings : That they (hould be yniform in the colour 
and fafluon of their habits : That their neceflities 
jSiould be fupplied in kind and not in money : That 
ithey ihould not have diftin& private ^Us for the 
entertainment of fenule guefts : and. That they 
ihottld be roftridied from going imo cities md towns 
to aflift at compotatians.and merry* makiags. By 
wrijts dated July ao, 1422, the king ordered thi^. 
two archbiifaops to aflemble their clergy in om^Q- 
cation^ that they >migbt grant afubfuly for the fup- 
port of the French war ; but the lower clergy d- 
ledged they .were not properly impowe^d by their 
coi^ituems to grant money : fo that the ^^mbly 
viras diflblved withqi^ having come to any refolutioif 
in the king's iavour. D wing this ibfiiofeu Robert 
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Hake and Thomas Drayton, two priefts,- were ac- ^•^' *439- 
cufed of hsrefy, becaufe they refufed to kneel to a 
crucifix, were in poffeflion of books written againft-the 
doftrine of tranfubftantiation, and inveighed againft 
auricular confeffjon as. an invention of the devil. 
Though thefe allegations could not be proved, they 
were obliged to renounce all thefe tenets at St. Paurs ' 
crofs i and one Ruflel, a rninorite, was ordered to . 
make the fame recantation, for having maintained 
that lythes were not claimable by divine right. 

. Archbilhop Chicheley was certainly a great ens- chichdey 
ray to LoUardifm ; but at the fame time it mull ^^p^^^^^^'' 
be owned, he was a bold defender of the church mcntsofthe 
of England againft papal encroachments. In hisj^^^^'^^^j, 
firft convocation he moved for annulling papal pcrfecuted. 
exemptions ; he oppofed the great power witn which 
tlie pope had inverted the /Cardinal bifhop of Eng- 
land. He prefented to the king a full extract of 
the nature, extent, and mifchie/ous confequences 
of the legatine office. As the cardinal was em- Waifmgt 
ppwered to hold the bifliopric of Winchefter in 
cpmmend^m, he remonftrated againft the pradtice, 
as unprecedented in England ; he reprefented that 
the Englilh church needed no fuch fupplemental 
huttreffes as the power of legates^ a latere : that 
this office had been always dangerous to the crown 
of England, even when limited to one year -, and 
that the danger muft be much greater from the 
cardinal's commiffion, which was for life. Henry V. 
proteded the archbifliop againft the vengeance of 
the pope, who was incenfed againft that prelate for 
his oppqlition to the encroachments of Rome, and 
much more fo for his acquiefcence in the ftatute 
of premunire. The king's eyes were no fooner 
cjofed, than he poured lortK his indignation in a 
letter to Chicheley, wherein he accufed him of 
having neglcfted his paftoral care, and minding 
N nothing but the means of amaffing wealth. He 
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4. c. 1439. f^y ^j^g archbiftiop fuflPered his flock to bronze on 
poifonous herbs ; and that when wolves came to 
devour them, he ftood like a dumb dog without fo 
much as barking. Then he inveighed againft the 
ftatute of premunire, as ain z&, that repealed the 
laws of God and the church, and deftroyed the 
antierft ufages of the kingdom. He complained 
that Jews, Turks, and Infidels of all forts, were 
allowed to land in England ; whereas any perfbn 
commiffioned by the holy fee^ was treated as a com- 
, mon enemy : and he concluded with an order to 
the archbiftiop to repair to th? council, and ufe alt 
his intereft there and in the parliament for the re- 
peal of this ftatute ; otherwife he ftiould incur the 
penalty of excommunication. Chicheley fcnt an 
apology for his conduft to Rome ; notwithftanding 
which he was again feverely reprimanded, and his Ic- 
gatine power fufpended. From this fentence he ap- 
pealed to a future council v. or, if that Ihould not fit, 
to the tribunal of God. Martin wrote monitory fet- 
ters to all the clergy in England, expatiating upon 
the illegality of the afts of provifors and premu- 
' nire. He fent a letter to the two archbifliops, an- 
nulling all thofe ftatutes, and forbidding the metro- 
politans to aft upon the authority of fuch laws, on 
pain of excommunication 5 and at the fame time 
wrote a monitory letter to the people of England, 
which he charged the a;"chbifhop to publifti and 
affix in 2^11 public places . The archbifhop of York, 
and the bifliops of London, Durham, and Lincoln, 
wrote to his holinefs ia favour of Chicheley. Their 
example was followed by the univerfity of Oxford, 
which gave teftimony greatly to the honour of the 
archbifliop's charafter, and /termed him the golden 
candleftick of the church of England. Thefe re- 
commendations were accompanied with a fubmif- 
jfive letter of the prelate's own writing : but, in fpite 
of all this int^rpofition, Martin remained implaca- 
ble. 
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ble, aftd fummoned ChrcheJey 10 Rome* ^ an^'^'43^v^ 
enemy to the pope in England. His hoiinefs was 
the more exafperaced> as the nuncb* who cklivered 
his letters and bulls, had been imprtfoned by the 
government* This outrage produced letters from, 
the pope to the king, the dukeof Bedford, and the 
parliament, complaining of fuch barbarous treat -^ 
m,ent, and exhorting them< to concur in repealing- 
the ftatutes/ When the parliament mst, thearch- 
biihop of Canterbury, attended by him of York, 
and the biftops of London, St. David's, Ely, Nor- 
wich, together with the abbots of Weftminfter and 
Reading, repaired to the houfe of com mbns; and, 
in an els^rate fpeech, advifed them to repeal the 
ftacutes which had givenfuch ofience : buc the mem-; 
bers fappofing this hai^angue was the effedb of ccHxi-^ 
palfion, payed no regard to the remonftraace ; buc 
preiented an addrefs to the king, defiring his ma^ 
jcflry wouM writ^ to the pope for the purgation of 
fhe archbiihop. When the cruiade againft the Bo^ 
hemians was preached up^ and the cardinal of Win^ 
chefter declared general of that enterprise, the pc^ 
ordered that prelate to colle£i: a tenth &om the Eog^ 
lifli clergy for the expence of the expeditioxi : buc 
all the coavo^tion would grant was eight- pence in 
the mark, on condition it fhould be found con- 
£ftent with the king's prerogative and the laws of 
the kingdom. The nuncio, thinking this fupply 
kifufficient, ventured to col left money without be- 
ing properly authorized *, and was imprifoned for 
his prefumptio^. 

A council being fgmmoned to meet atBafil, the Convocation 
archbifliop of Canterbury held a convocation atcfi^^t^'g^'Ji^^^^ 
London^ when delegates were choTen to reprcient 
the Englifh church ih thataflemblyj and two pence 
in the pound voted for their expence. Thomas 
bifliop of Worcefter j William prior of Norwich 5 
Tfeomai Brown d«an of Salifbury 5 Peter Patrick, 
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A^c. 1439. chancellor of Lincoirt; Robert Barton, precentor' 
of Lincoln ; John Salifbury, dodor of divinity \ 
and John Simon Defborough, bachelor in comtnon 
law, were chofen for this purpofe, and received in- 
ftrudiqns to a£l:^ againfl all papal difpenfations and 
other abufes which had crept into the church of 
Rome ; efpecially that of providing livings for un- 
qualified perfons. Pope Martin would have avoided - 
convening this council, if it had been in his power, 
but finding himfelf ftrongly preffed by the emperor 
and other powers in Chriltendom, he ordered car- 
dinal JuUan ta open and prefide in the aflembly. 

A. c 1441. Since the council of Conftance, the Huffites of Bo- 
hemia had been treated with fuch rigour, as fervcd 
only to confirm them in the belief of their tenets, 
which they refolved to maintain in fpitcvpf the de- 
crees of the council. The principal article on which 
they infilled, was the communion in both fpecies ; 
and their refolution, in this particular, was oppoied 
by the pope and the catholics in fuch a manner, as 
filled Bohemia with civil war and confufion. On 
the death of their king Winceflaus, his brother, 
Sigifmund the emperor, claimed the, fuccefiionv 
but was re^edted by the Huffites, as a perfecutor of 
their fed, and a notorious faith -breaker. Martin V» 
efpoufing the caufe of Sigiimund, and publiQiing 
crufades again ft the Huffites, they found tbemfelves 
. obliged to Hand in their own defence, and chofe 
for their general one Zifca, who defeated the em- 
peror in feveral engagements. This war continued 
till the meeting of the council at Bafil ; which, con- 
fidering th^ bad fuccefs of Sigifmund, reiblved to 
make peace with the Huffites. With this view the 
fathers invited them to fend deputies to the coun- 
cil, who, being fent accordingly, prefented four 
articles ; to which, fliould the council agree, they 
ofiered to reunite themfelves with the church. They 
demanded) that the xompiiinion fhould be admini-. 
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ftered in both fpecies to the laity in Bohemia : that ^'^- '^'• 
iinners fliould be correfted according to the law of 
<5od, by thofe to whom fuch correftion properly 
belonged : that-the word of God ihould be preached 
by well qualified paftors : and, that the clergy 
Ihould have no jurifdidion over temporalities. The. 
fathers of the council exhaufted all their art and 
ciloquence in perfuading the Bohemians to fubmit 
to the church at difcretion ; but, finding them in- 
flexible, refolyed to grant their demands, on con- ' 
ditioh that they fliould be previoufly explained, 
in order to avoid new difputes. They accordingly 
-explained them in their own way, and the Concordat 
was fettled, to the fttisfadtion of all parties. This 
affair being accommodated, Sigifmund was acknow- 
ledged king of Bohemia, after having approved of 
the Concordat, and fubfcribed fome, other condi- 
tions : but he had no fooner mounted the throne, 
than he broke his promife; and the pope refufed to 
fign the Concordat. The troubles of , Bohemia 
were renewed 5 and, being fomented by the court 
of Rome, continued till the Huflites were entirely 
ruined. . 

Though the council of Bafil had bpeii convoked ^^^^^^^^j^. 
by pope Martin V. that pontiff died before the council and^ 
meetino- of the aflembly, and was fucceeded in the ^^ ^"8*' 
papacy by Eugenius IV. who took umbrage at the 
invitation which had been fent to the Hulfites -, al- 
ledging, that as they were heretics who had been 
already condemned in the council of Con fiance, 
they delerved no indulgence j and on that pretence 
he publilhcd a bull to difTolve the council. The 
fathers, far from fubmitting to this mandate, re- 
folved by a majority to continue the feflions : and 
this difpute produced a real fchifm i fome acknow- 
ledging the authority of the council, and others 
adhering to the pope. Several decrees were made 
to exalt the authority of the council above that of 
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A, c. 1441, |;j^g ppp^ . g^j^^ thefe, as fafl: as they were enafled^ 
did his holinefs cancel and annul ; affirming that 
the members could not aft without the direftion of 
the head. As the enfiperor, the king of France, 
and almoft all the other princes of Europe, declared 
for the council, pugenius was fain to conform, and 
allow it to proceed : but, when he fe^c other legates 
to prcfide in his. name, they refufed to receive them 
in.that quality ; and this refufal was a new caufe 
of diflcnfion. The pope threatened again to diflblve 
the council, and this lafl: menaced his holinefs with, 
a fcntence of fufpenfion ; at*length, however, Eu- 
geniusj finding himfelf unequal to the conteft, 
dropped all oppofuipn, and confirmed the council. 
Tbefe advances^ cf the pope were deemed fatisfac- 
tory by the council, which admitted his legates -, 
but the emperor Sigifmund dying, and the Greeks 
declaring for Eugenius, he retraded his condefcen- 
fion, and tranflated the council to Ferrai'a. The 
fathers at Bafil, cxafperated at this flep, filled all 
Europe with remonftrances touching the pope's per- 
fidy : they protefted againft the aflembly at Fer- 
raj a, fummoned all the prelates to repair to Bafil 
in thirty days, a;id denounced excommunication 
agairtft all thofc who fhould obftruft their coining. 
' The council was fupported by the Gefnians, Spa- 
niard's, and the majoricy of the Italians. Charles VII. 
of France convoked an aflembly of his prelates, 
in which it was refolved that France fhould own 
the authority of the council at Bafil ; but, at the. 
fat^e time, yield obedience to pope Eugenius : the 
Englifh, however, favoured Eugenius, becaufe the 
council hadrcfuied to ratify the treaty of Troves, 
by which Charles VII. was excluded from the fuc- 
ceflioi? 5 and Icing Henry promifed to fend delegates 
%o^ the coyncil of Ferrara.. Cardinal Julian, the 
prefident of the council, and all the other cardi- 
nals, except one, ^bandQpe^ Pafi}, and (rar/ie^ along 
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ys^kh them a good number of bilhops to the pope's ^'^* H41. 
council, which acquired (till more reputation and 
authority from the arrival of the Greek emperor 
with a numerous traih of his prelates at Ferrara ; 
from which place, in the fucceeding year, Euge- 
nius tranflated the council to Florence, where it. 
formey a fort of union between the Greek and Latin 
churches, though this was of very (hort duration. 

In the midft of thefe tranfaftions, Chicheley The convo- 
archbifhop of Canterbury dying, was fucceeded by "^ ^and'pe. 
John Strafford, f6n of the earl of Strafford bilhop titionsthe 
of Bath and Wells, and lord high treafurer of Erig- fh'eftatllf 
land. Sopn after his elevation to the metropolitan of Prcmu- 
fee, the clergy, in convocation, complained that 
the aft of premunire was by the chicanery of the 
common lawyers, turned into an engine of oppreflion, 
which fubjefted them to vexatious fuits : they there- 
fore moved that either application might be made 
to parliament for repealing the ftatutes of provifor 
and premunire, or for fettling the true fenfe and 
meslning, fo as that the clergy might not fuffer by 
the arts of quibbling lawyers. But thefe were 
deehled, by the majority, points of too delicate a 
nature for them to difcufs, and the motion was laid 
afide. This grievance, however, becoming more 
and more intolerable, the bifhops afterwards took 
it into confideration i and, after various debates, 
both houfcs of the convocation refolved to addrefs . 
his majefty^ and petition that the claufe "Or Elfe- 
*' where'' in the ftatute. of premunire fhould be 
expunged. It was enafted in the ftatute, * That 

* if any purchafe, or purfue, or caufe to be pur- 

* chafed or purfued, in the church of Rome, *' Or 

* Elfewhere,'* any fuch tranQations, procefles, fen- 
' tences of excommunication, bulls, inftruments, 

* of any thing affefting the king's rights, &cf/ 
And common lawyers, difpofed to harrafs the clergy, 
ufed to put/uch conftruftion upon the words ** Or 
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A. c. 1441. «« Elfewhere," as brought them ^^ithinthe ftatiite, 
even when they proVecuted any m.atjtsr of ecclefia- 
ftical right before the ecclcfiaftical courts within the 
kingdom. They therefore obferved that thofe 
v/6rds, " Or Elfcwhere," referred only to the 
plac2 in which the pope might chance to prelide } 
and prayed that fome remedy might be applied to 
this evil : but the times were coo unfettled for then^ 
to expeft immediate fatisfadion. . . 

The a.ikecf During thefe efforts of the clergy in England, the 

^r*'V^'f[r ^.®^"^^'' ^^ Bafil continued to proceed againft pope^ 
Engenius, whom they at length depofed, and chofe 
in his room Amadeus, duke of . Savoy, who had 
refigned the adminiftration of his dominions, and 
retired to a life of folitude at Ripale. , This new 
pontiff aflumed the name of Felix V. and now a 
double fcliifm was formed in the church between 
two general councils and two popes, who con* 
demned and excomrnunicated one another, and all 
their adherents mutually . In order to terminate 
this fcandalous contention, an afleimbly was held 
in Germany by the princes and prelates of the em- 
pire ; who could find no other expedient for that 
purpofe than the convocaiion of a new^ council, 
till' the meeting of which they Ihould remain neuter. 

A.c. 1442. This propofal was confirmed by the diet of Frank- 
fort ; and the council of Bafil affented to i^, though 
with reluctance. Mean while pope Felix, being' 
difcontented at the proceedings of the. fathers ,.at 
Bafti, who he thought aftedwith too high a handj 
retired to Laufanne, on pretence that the air of 
this place was more healthy than that of Bafil ; 
and Eugenius tranflated hJ5 council from Florence 
to Rome, where the feffion was held in the church 
of St. Jchn of Lateran. 

At length, the German princes, aSembling at 
f>ankfort, unanimoudy refolved that if Eugeniu§ 
(hculd refufe to give them fatisfaftion with ref|)ect 

to 


Of THE CHURCH, 233 

to certain grievances of which they compjained, a«c.»44». 
they would acknowledge the eleftion and autho- J^^^^^^ 
rity of Felix. Eugenius fcrupled at firft to com- byanac- 
ply with their demands •, but the ernperor, giving ^^^^^^' 
him to underftand that he would infallibly lofe all 
Germany by his noncompliance, he condefcended . « 
to grant all that the Germans defired,; and a Con- . . 
cordat was ratified accordingly. This was a terri* 
ble ftroke to the council of Bafil, which had been 
already difowned by Italy, Arragon, and feveral 
other countries, befides France and England : the* 
I it conceived frefh hopes from the death of its an- 
tagonift Eugenius, who was fucceeded by Nicholas 
V. Neverthelefs, if gained very little advantage 
from this alteration : on the contrary, its authority 
diminiflied every day i and Felix retained but a 
very fmall number of partifans. The king of Tritkemi«i 
France aflembling an ecclefiaftical council at Lyons; f/«?^n«» 
to deliberate upon meafures for terminating the 
fchifm, Felix fent thither his legates, and conftnt- 
ed to refign the pontificate upon certain conditions*. 
This affaiDwas the fubjeft of a negotiation with 
Nicholas, who having granted almbtt all the de- 
mands of his competitor, Felix refigned his dignity 
with the approbation of his council, which had by 
this time removed to Laufanne, where, in its laft 
decree, it approved the ceflion of Felix, created 
hjm cardinal and legate a latere in Savoy and the 
Tarentaiie ; and allowed him to wear for life the , 
pontifical habit. Nicholas confirmed this decree 
according to agreement ; and thus ended thfe diC- 
pute which had produced a complication of three 
fchifms ; firft between Eugenius and the council o£ 
Bafil, then between the two general councils, and 
laftly between the two popes. 

The zeal of the Englifli clergy, in fupporting 
the pope againft the council, encouraged Nicholas 
to renew the papal encroachments in England. He 
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-*. c. 145*. ^rtt a ptoflnpoiis epHlle to the king, together with a 
iefoiution confectated tofe ; ahd at the fartie time demanded a 
kmJ^ tenth on the cletgy. He wa^, howeverj difappoint- 
aeinft the fed lii hl^ hppc. Hfe fequcft was denied ; and the 
archbittiOpofCanrtrbuf-y prohibited from execiiting 
the {>6pfe's bull, orTufFering ahy ^loney to be col- 
lefted; Ifl a fobfequent convocation held at Lon- 
ddfts the pope's agent (blicited a fupply. He ex- 
{>at!aeed upon the narrow efcape c^ hisj^hdlinefs frcnn 
the wicked attempt of Stephen Porchardj inveighed 
kgairtft the degeneracy of the Roman people ; and 
d^tkrfed^ that if th^ Ehglifh would' grant a proper 
fupply, the pope would imitiediately quit Rome 
&Ad It^ly^ ^tid tt&At in (bme place near England. 
All that the Englifli clergy w^uld grant, in confe- 
l^ijftnce of this remonffrance^ was a form of prayer 
fdr t^e pferfonal fiifety of his holinefs. It was about 
this period that StraflToM archbilhop of Canterbury 
Hkd, and had for his fucceflbr John Kemp cardinal 
archbilhop of York, who had been dean Of the 
afChes, vicaf' general to archbilhop Chitheley, and 
grtVfertior of Normandy : then he was. created bifhop 
of Rocheftcr, from v^ence he was tfanflated to 
ChichcJftcr, arid afterwards to London and York. 
This prelate dying within the year after his eleva- 
tion, the vacant fee Was filled by Thomas Bourchier 
l5rother to the earl of Eflex, and fca^rdinal bilhop of 
Ely, who made a vifitation into Kent, and compofed 
a fet of articles of reformation for his province. 
But the moft remarkable churchman that lived 
Peacock bi-at this pcfiod, was Peacock bilhop of Chichefter, a 
piXbeftcr. peffon of great karning and reputation, who pub- 
ficty aflerted, that the Latin fathers' St. Jerome, 
St Ambrofe, St. AUguftine, and St. Gregory, 
ou^ht to have no greater authority than the ftrength 
l)f thfeir reafonirig, and the merit of their doftrme, 
acqiiirecl ; that rtiatters of faith could be judged by 
reafon alojie, to which he Ukewife referred all conv 
■ ' ^ troverfyj 
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troverfy ; that the apoftks were not the authors of ^^* »4p* 
the creed which they were fuppofcd to have fram* 
ed ; that the meaning of the Holy Scriptures was 
to be learned from natural reafon only ; that Chriil: 
never defcended into hell \ and that chriftians were 
not obliged to obferve the canons, any further than 
they (lK>uld appear agreeable to reafon and com- 
mon fenfe. He inveighed againft the odentation 
and magnificence of churchmen ; . he reproached 
them for their negiedi: of parochial duties : he faid 
they thcrofelves might fit a» originals of the defor- 
mities they laflied ; and that they recommended 
tbofe qualifications of which they round themielves 
deftttute^ His fatire againft the pride and luxury of 
the prelates infiamed the populace to fuch a degree, 
that they raifed viojent commotions in different 
parts of the kingdom. The bilhops of Chichefter and 
Salisbury were murdered, and their houfes pillaged $ 
thofe of Litchfield and Norwich were expelled from 
their babitatioQS ; and feveral other ecclefiaftics 
}oft their live$. peacock was patronifed by the duke 
of Suffolk, at who/e death the bi(hop's books were 
exami^d in a fynod at Lambeth, and he himielf 
obliged to riecaat great part of his doiflrine. Then Bayk, 
he was fent to do penance at Canterbury, where he 
l^gan again to broach the fame tenets, declaring 
publicly, that the teft of the Scriptures was reafon ; 
that the pradice of purchafing preferments from 
the pope was unwarrantable ; that no perfon was 
bound to. obey the determination of the Roman 
church » that the belief of Chrift*s prefence in the 
Kucharift was not nepeiTary to falvation ; and, that 
the church may err in points of faith. His relapfe 
^was no fooner known, than he was brought from 
Canterbury to London^ that he inight undergp a. 
trial, which he prevented by a fecond recantation. 
By this fubmiflion he faved his life ; but he lofl <^«>^«* 
his feC) and die^ wl obfcprity at Maidftone. 

. £dw^rd 
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A,c 1452. Edward IV. found the friendfliip of the clergy 
The pope fo neceflaryj that he granted a charter, exempting 
.'^^ofst. t^^^ fr<^^ ^^^ jurifdiftion of the civil power ia * 
Axidiewy criminal caufes, remitting allfuch to the judgment 
f^to^-^r^ of their ordinaries. Thefe favours, while they 
pric*» ferved to eftablifli Edward*s throne, at the fame 
time excited the pride of the clergy and the efivy of 
the lay fubjedts, which co operated in paving the 
way for the reformation. In this reign pope Sixtus • 
IV. at the folicitation of Graham, eleft bilhopof 
St. Andrew*s, ereded that fee and Glafgow iato 
archbifhoprics independent of the diocefe of York, 
which claimed a jurrfdiftion over the church of 
Scotland. ' But, in order to atone for having thu$ 
difmembered the ecclefiaftical dominion of the Efig- 
lifh church, he iflued feveral bulls to fcreen the 
clergy from the encroachments of the laity, as well 
as for confirming, renewing, and incrcafing the 
privileges of the univerfity of Oxford. 
^i^tl^'^ic* ' The moft remarkable perfons that flourilhed in 
jnarkabie England during this period, of which we have 
^ ' - iketched the ecclefiaftical hiftory, were generally 
ecclefiaftics who had made fome progrefs in divi- 
nity and the fciences, though they were only learn- 
ed in refpeft.to the times in which they lived : not 
but that fome few laymen alfo diftlnguifhed* them- 
feives by their genius aud learning. Geoffrey 
Chaucer, a man of a good family, was carefled for 
his talent in poetry by Edward Ilh who allowed 
him a pitcher of wine every day from hts cellar. 
JRicKacd II. fixed this perquifite at one hogfliead of 
wine a year, and twenty pounds out of the exche-' 
quer-, and Henry IV. indulged him with the fame 
allowahde, which i$ faid to have been the origin 
Uf that penfion which is ftill payed to the poet lau- 
reat. Chaucer poflefled an admirable fund of hu- 
mour;- painted the manners of life with great 
ft/ength of colouring J and helped to improve and 
: -. pjirify. 
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.purify the Englifh language;. His friend John a. c»J45> 
Gower was hkewife a celebrated poet and hifto- 
rian ; and wrote with reputation in the Englilh, 
French, and Latin languages. Among the other Ba^ic. 
perfons of that age noted for learning, the prin- 
cipal were, Stephen P^ckington, a Carmelite friar, 
created bifhqp of St. David's by Henry V. He 
wrote* againft the Wickliffites, tranflated ^fop's, 
Fables, and compofed divers trads on the divinity: 
of the times. John Purvey, mailer of arts at Ox- 
ford, pupil and defendant of Wickliff. William. 
Holmes, a phyfician, who wrote a work in Latin 
uponfimple medicines. Thomas Rodbourn was a 
celebrated mathematician and divine, chancellor of 
the univerfity of Oxford, prefident of Merton col- 
lege, archdeacon of Sudbury, and bifliop of St. 
David^s. He wrote a chronicle, faid to be pre- 
ferved in Bennetts college in Cambridge, together 
with a volume of mifcellanies. Alley n. de Lynn, a 
Carmelite friar and prior of the convent, who made 
indexes for fifty different authors, and turned the 
hiftorical part of the Bible into allegories. John 
Seguard, a Latin poet. Who wrote fatires againft 
the priefts, under the patronage and protection of 
Richard Courtney the brave and martial bilhop gf 
Norwitb. John Walter, (killed in natural philofo- 
phy and mathematics. Robert Roos, prior of the 
Carmelites at Norwich, a fubtle reafoner and learn- 
cd divine. John Luck of Merton college in Ox- 
ford, deep read in divinity. Richard Caiftre, fur- 
named the Good, a n'^an of equal piety and learn- 
ing. Richard Snettiflxam, chancellor of Oxford, 
an excellent difputant and expounder of the fcrip- 
tures. John Beftonj prior of a convent of Carme- 
lites at Lynn, counted the greateft orator of the 
age, was famous for his knowledge in philofophy 
and divinity, a^d appointed one of the delegates ta 
the cofincil of Sienna, which, though called by 
I , * Martin 


a3» H 1 S t O R Y F E K G L A NT D. 

A.C.I4P. Martin V. was never aOembled. Lcland, a noted 
grammarian, who taught with uncommon applaufc 

^*****"^ in the univerfity of Oxford. John Bate, prior of the 
Carmelites at York> a great matter in the Greek 
language, and author of feveral treatifes on religion. 

• Richard Ullerftone, fellow of Queen's Coltege in 

Oxford, doftor. in divinity, and canon of York^ 
was a zealous perfecutor .of thofe who adopted 
WicklifPs doctrine. He publiflied a book tqpon 
the articles of faith of the Roman catholic Church j 
and compofed a performance in Latin, upon the 
reformation of the clergy. Peter Clark^ matter of 
arts in the univerfity of Oxford, was a follower of 
WickliflF, and difputed about the controverted 
points with Thomas Walden. He was very zea-. 
lous m the caufe of Lollardifm ; and being obliged 
to quit' his native country, retired to Bohemia^ 
where he was apprehended by order of the empcron 
Thomas Walden diftinguiflied htmfelf above all 
his cotemporaries, in refuting the dot^trines o^ 
Wickliff. Henry IV. (enf him to the council at 
I'ifa, where he (ignalized his zeal and talents againft 
the fchifm of the two antipopes. He was made 
Coodwiii. provincial prior of the Carmelites. Henry V. 
chofe him for his confefibr, and fent him to the 
council of Conttance, as the bett qualified of any 
man in England to difpute againft the Huffites^ 
He was afterwards employed in mediating a dif- 
ference between the king of Poland and the grand 
matter of the Teutonic order. He converted Wil- 
told duke of Lithuania to the chriftian religion i 
and was in the bed-chamber when Henry V. ex- 
pired. Richard Fleming was at firjft a favourer of 
"WicklifPs do&rine ; but afterwards became a vio* 
lent perfecutor of the Lollards, and was appointed 
one of the twelve cenfors of their tenets. Ht 
founded Lincoln College as a feminary for Anti- 
wickliHites ; he was appointed biihop of Lincoln, 

and 
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tod afterwards nominated to the fee of York : tho' a.c. 145*. 
this nomination was fet afide. In the council of Bayie. 
Sienna he defended the honour of the Engli(h na- 
tion above all oth^r^. William LyndiFOod .wgs 
iirft of Cambridge, and afterwards took his dodlor's 
degree in the univerfity of Oxford. He was deeply 
fkilled in the canon law, and a moft confummate 
ftatefman« Henry V. made him keeper of the 
privy feal, and employed him in feveral important^ 
negptbtions. Henry VI. £^nt ' ^m to the council 
ofBafil, after which he was created bilhop of St. 
David^s. He compofed a book, intitled, Confti- 
tutiones Apgliae^^ in which wc find the provincial 
decrees of &rty archbifhc^s, digefted into order, 
and explained by large and learned annotations. 
William Carton, citizen am) mercer pf Loii<^Qn, a , 
maA of fome ingenuity, being fent by Edwar4 lY • 
i as envoy to the duke of Burgundy, introducea the 
; art of printing into England, and' fet up ai prefs at 
; Weftminfter. The monafteries foon purchafed the ^ ^' H74t 
invention ; and in a few years' it was exercifcd at- 
Oxford, Cambridge, ^. Alban's, and other -places*. 
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BOOK FIFTH. 

From the Union of the Two Rofes in the Per- 
fon of Henry VIL to the Union of die 
Two Crowns. 
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HENRY VIL 


A.c.i4«5' T TENRY Tudor earl of Richmond having 

"STu JLJL ^^^^^"^d ^^^ viftory at Bofworth, ordered 
entry into Tc DcuHi to bc fung OH thc field of battle ; 

tendon, and was faluted as king of England by his whole 
army. When he firft undertook this entcrprize, 
he thought it neceffary to ftrengthen his claim by 
a matrimonial union with the houfe of York. And 
now he acquired an additional title from conqueft : 
but as he knew this laft would not be admitted by 
. the Englifti, and could not bear the thought of 
reigning in right -of his wife, defcended from a fa- 
mily to which he had an unconquerable avcrfion, 

he 
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ht refolvcd to aflume the fpvercignty a? heir of the ^^' ^^i* 
houfe of Lkncafter \ and in the mean time to take 
fach precautions as would prevent any rivalfhip. 
With this view, he fent Sir Robert Willoughby 
With a detachment of horfe, to remove the earl of 
Warwick to the Tower, from the cattle of Shcriflf- 
Hutton in Yorkfhire, in which he had been con- / 
fined by Richard. As this nobleman, the Ton of the 
duke of Clarehce, was the only male branch of the , 
houfe of York, fuppofed to be then living, Henry 
ordered him to be ftrifUy guarded in the Tower, 
iQid kept from all communication, until the unfor* 
tunate prince fell by the hands of the common exe- 
cutioner. The princefs Elizabeth had been like<» 
wife detuned as a prifoner at large by the late 
king, in the cattle of Sheriff- Hutcon; and now 
ihe received a meflage from Henry, defiring fhe > 
would repair to London, and live with her mother^ 
until the celebration of their nuptials, which, how- 
ever, he intended to pottpone, uptil his own title 
ihould be recognized by parliament. He himfelf 
took the fame route, and chofe to enter the city on 
a Saturday, becaufe he had obtained the vi^ory 
at Bofworth on that day of the .week, which he 
ever after accounted propitious to his fortune. 
The mayor and companies of London received 
him at Shoreditch, from whence he made his pub* 
lie entry, amidtt the acclamations of the people, 
who looked upon him as their deliverer, and the 
perfon in whofe union with Elizabeth, all the ani- 
moiity between the two Rofes would be extinguitti- 
ed '. Ne verthelefs, the populace were a little dif- 
fatisfied at his paffing through the city in a clofe 
chariot, fo as that he could not be feen like their 
former kings, who had always entered the city on 
horieback. He proceeded directly to St. Paul's 
church, where he oflfercd up the ttandards he had 
NvME. XLVL R woni 
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A. c. f4S^5. ;^oti ; arid Tc Deiim being again celebrated;: he 
repaired to his lodging, at the t>iftiop*s pali^e. 

In a feW" days after his arrival iat LoAcfofn, be 
afffmbled a council of aH the nobility and ^ribfti 
of diftiiiftion who happened tb ht at his court, of 
ill' the DcighbouThood *, artd folemnly renewed tJic, 
' path he had formerly taken to wed the *prin'c6fi . 

Elizabeth. He found .this ftep abfoliitely nectfflary, ' 
to dtftroy a report that he was aftwally engkged ta* 
iiconi rtarry Antie daughter iind heir of the 'duke of* 
Brittiny. He had always intended to fulfil his * 
firft obligation ; but his intention was to defer his^' 
marriage until he fht^uld have received the croWn^ 
left he fhoiild be fuppofed to ftteng:hen his ri^t 
Thefweat- by that union with the hx)ufe of York. In the 
ihgaakntti. inonth of September, the city of Lortdon aftdfenw 
parts of the kingdotrt ^reaffli£ted with a newdif- 
tcmper called the fweating ficknefs, a kind of ma- 
lignant ifever, which made great havoc, and tf 
which the patient commonly died in four and- 
, twenty hours. This malady, however, did not 
rage long; and even before it difappeared, the\ 
liiethod rf Cui-e was ptetty well afcertained. Among; 
the flrft aftS' of Henry's (bvereignty, ' he beftowcd 
the govermnenlt of the ToWerupon the* earl bf Ox- 
^ ford, who had been always a 2fealous JArtlfkn fbt 

the houfe of Lancafter: Then he publilhed a pro- 
clamation, fpecifying that he had concluded one^ 
year's truce with the king of France :' a circum-* 
ftahce that opewted to his advantage in England, 
which was the better difpofed to obey his ^pvern- 
menti on account of his tide's" being acknowledged 
by fuch a prince as Cbarfes, cveii before it was re- 
. cogniz^ by his own parliament. . His hext ftep 
was torcconipence thofe t6 whofn he lay under the* 
PrcTJtions grcateift -obKgations. His uncle ' jSifper ' ekrl of 
' Pembroke, 'who h^ ^edthe part of ^ fether t6 
hinfiln his youdi,^ ^W njorfe than'ontt tibUVeted.- 
7 Wxa* 
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him frorrt the fnares of bis enemies, was created ^^- ^^^^' 
duke of Bedford. The earldom of Derby w^ 
conferred upon Thomas lord Scianley his owa fa- 
ther-in-law, to whpm he owed th« viftory at Bof- 
worth ; aiid, £dward Courtney was honoured wkh 
thctitle of earl of Deronlhife. 
* The cereniony of the cdrotiatioh was performed coroniHon, 
on^he thirtieth day of Ofltober, by cardinal Bour- ment at-*' 
chier archbifhopof Canterbury j and that fame day ^"'"^^^JTa. 
Henry inftituted a body-guard of fifty archers, Ut\^L, * 
called yeomen^ under the command of a captain, 
to be in continual attendance on his perfbn ; which 
band has been kept up by all his fucceffurs. On 
the feventh day of November, the parliament meet- 
ing at Weftminfter, inCailed the crown upon 
Henry, hot by way of recognition or ordinance, but 
in the manner of fettlement ; eaading. That the 
inheritance of the £POWn Ihould reft, reiiiaih, and 
abide, in him and the heirs of his body ; and thiii 
ftatute was afterwards confirmed by the pope'^s bull, 
•in which, however^ his titles of defceht and conque(i: 
"were rmted. Thc^Jifit of t(ettlement and fucc^ffion 
being paiied, a difficulty arofe about the reverfal qf 
the fentences tif attainder, which had been de- 
.Bounced againft Henry's adherents. A good num- 
ber of thcfe were adually returned to ferve in this 
parliament ; and fome memhiers obfer ved, tha,c 
they could not with any juftice fit as judges in their ' 
^wn cauie. The king referred this point to the 
decinonof the judges, who were unanimduQy of 
opinion, that the members in queftiOn fhould ab- 
sent -.themielvesf^dm the parliament, until theii^ 
attainder ftiould be annulled by a new ftatute. Ano- 
ther debate enfued^ touching the king Jiimfelf^ 
•who h^d been declared traitor -and rebel by an 
^authentic a& of parliament. This was a more knotty 
\pQijit than the former ) hecaufe he could not de- 
tach htmfelf fr^tfn jMrliament without its being 
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A.c,i4S5. diflfolved : nor was he at all difpofed to fubmk to 
a parliamentary inquiry. On this occafion the 
judges declared, that the pofleflion of the throne i 
takes away all defeds, and clears the pofiefibt from 
all fentenoe, crime, or attainder. Thefe afiairs be- 
ing difcuffed, the parliament proceeded to pafs a 
bill of. attainder agatnft the late king, under the 
name of Richard duke of Gloucefter, as well as 
againft the duke of Norfolk', the earl of Surrey, 
lord Lovel, lord Ferrers, lord Zouch, Richard 
RatclifFe, William Catefby, and feveral other ad- 
herents of Richard. Thus, he at once gratified 
his revenge and his avarice ; for, the confifcations 
produced fuch large fums, that he could not with 
^ any decency aflc a fubfidy from parliament. When 
he had in this manner taken vengeance on his ehe- 
mies, and filled his coffers, he publiflied a gene- 
ral amnefly in favour of all thofe who had taken 
up arms againft him, provided they fhould make 
their fubmifTion within a limited time; and imme- 
diately a great number quitted fanftuary, and took 
the oath of allegiance. Before the parliament broke 
up, the lord of Chandos, a native of Brittany , was 
created earl of Bath, Sir Giles D'Aubehy was pro- 
moted to the title of a baron, and Sir Robert Wil- 
loughby was made lord Brooke : at the fame timcy 
the king reftored to Edward Strafibrd the title of 
duke of Buckingham, which he had loft by the 
attainder of his father ; and re-^ftablilhed him in 
poifeiTion of the family *eftate, which had been 

%«!• confifcated in the laft reign. 

The felTion being finiihed about the latter end 
of November, Henry fent into France Oliver King 
archdeacon of Oxford, with money to reinriburfe 
king Charles, for the fums he had lent towards 
equipping the armament which had conveyed the 
carlof Richmond into England; fo that the mar- 
quis of Dorfet and Sir John Bourchier, who re- 
mained 
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mained as hoftages, were fet at liberty. Oliver ^- ^ hU" 
was likewife vefted with power to prolong the truce 
between the two kingdomsi ihduld be find Charles 
inclined to this expedient. In order to difcharge 
the obligatidh of the loan, Henry attempted to 
borrow fix thoufand marks of the city of London % 
but, it was with great difficulty that they confent- 
ed to lend hin> two thoufand pounds, which he 
thankfully received, and punftually rcpayed. About The biAo{»t 
this peribd John Morton and Richard Fox, biffcops eJ^^,"*^ 
of Ely and Exeter, were admitted into the privy nade prnj 
council. • The former was, after the death of arch- «o»»f«^*«* 
bilhop Bourchier, promoted to the ff e of Canter- 
bury ^ while Fox was made, keeper of the privy 
feal, and afterwards advanced through the fees of 
Bath and Durham, to the bifliopric of Winchef- 
ter. Thefe two prelates, and one Urfewick the 
king's chaplain, were always employed in the mod 
important commiflions, embafiies, and negotia- , 

tions. The king chofe ecclefiaftics for his mini- 
fters, not only becaufe they were generally better 
qualified than the laity, but alfo becaufe it was in 
his power to recompence their fervices with church 
benefices, which faved him the expence of gratifyr 
ing them from his own private finances : . and this 
was a very powerful confideration with a prince 
whofe predominant paflion was avarice. 

Although Henry hated the houfc of York in a. c. i486, 
his heart, he found it neccflary to fulfil the pro- ^ll'^^ 
mife he had made to marry the princefs Elizabeth *, princefs 
and the nuptials were folemnized on the (eighteenth *ii«**»«tii. 
day of January, to the inexpreffible joy of the na- , 
tion. The demonftratfons of popular fatisfaftion 
which appeared on this occafion, were extremely 
mortifying to the king, who confidered them as fo 
many marks of afFedion to the houfe of York, for 
which he had conceived fuch averfion, that his 
quecii was always treated by him with the utmoft 
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A- c. J4S6, coldnds and indiflference. He never let ^p ' ajf 
opportunity ^to huipbie the partifans of chat houfe. 
towards whom he ever a&ed rather as the chief of 
a party, th^a as aq equitable fovereign. The 
i^Iemnization of the king^'a nuptials wa$ the more 
agreeable, to the; people, as k was immediately pre- 
ceded by tho tidings of a tru^^ concluded for three 
years with Charles of France, who had formed a 
: projed %4Uift Brittany, and willingly liftened ca 
the prqpc^l of a truce, which would hinder the 
king of Englai>d from fupporting that; dutchy. 
* Henry, on the other hand, being ignorant of hi* 

defigns, thought ^the friendihip of fuch a monarclv 
would render him, the more formidable to hi? do- 
^^^'' meftic enemies. 

Keheiiioo After hi^ marriage he made .a progrefs into the 
thfitrf Lo- northern counties, which had been in a particular 
veundthe manner attached to the perfon of Richard | and 
Cdf/'"^' P^fi^d his Eafter holidaya at Lincoln, hoping that 
his prefence, and fomc afts of favour, would en- 
tirely difpel any difcontent that might prevail ia 
that country. While he. refide^ in this city, he 
Tjsc^ived intimaiicn, that the lord Lovtl, witl^ 
Humphrey and Thomas Strafford, had privately 
-withdrawn from the fanftuary at Colchcfter^ But, 
lie payed very Tittle regard to this intelligencet^ and 
proceeded to Yorl^» where he underftood that JLo- 
yel was on his march t;owards that place, at the 
. ' head of three or four theufand men ; and, that the' 
two Staffords had inverted the city of Worcefter. 
Henry was thfe more alarm^Jd at this information, as 
he found himfelf in the midftof the malcontents^ 
with whom he fuppofed the rabels carried on a 
Gorrcfpondence* Nevertlielefsi he concealed his 
fears and fiafpicion, and immediately iffued com- 
miffions fpr levying troops an the neighbourhood 
of York, where his officers met with fuch fuccefs, 
that in a little time, they, raifed a body of three 

thoufan4 
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'thoufand ip^r^ ; the CQmniand. of f(hk\k v^ given ^ ^- h^^- 
fto the J^ipg's uncl^ the dgl^e of Bedford. This 
oiobl^tnan was feot agaihit the rcE>els, with e^prels . 
vorder^ to avoid a hattie^ ^s thi; men were.ravir, uqdif- 
:ciplined, and but indiperecitly '^ffefted tp thjC caufeV 
•bqt hewas iriftrufted to approach them with a goo(i 
cojjntenanoe^ ftpd publi/b ,a' pardpn in the lying's 
:ii^ine, to all thnl^ wHa ihould lay dowp their ariiis ^ 
^^d fubmiic /This expedient iuccecded to the 
king's wifh. The par^c^n w^s no fooner proclaim- nia. ct^^ 
Ted,, than lord Lovel, in apprehenfion of being ^*"^'^^^**^ 
.abandoned by his trpops, retired alone into Lan- 
caihir^, where he lay lor Ipme time concealed ia 
:the houfe of his friend Sir^Thpmas Broughton; 
and then .cfpffing the fca^' jiepiiired to the court of 
ithe dutchcfedow^ager of Burgundy. The two Strat- 
ibrd§ no fooner heard of this tranfad^ion than they 
ijaifed the fiege of Worcefter j apd being forfaken 
l>y their followers, retired to the church of Coin- . 
ham, where they took fan&ijary. The cpurt of 
JKing^s-Bench d?:claring, that the privilege of this 
' pUce dici . not exte^^ tq traitors, they were taken 
thence l?y fqrcc : the elder brother Humphrey was - ' 
ijexecuted at Tyburn, ' and the ypunger pardoned, in 
confideration of his youth, and of his having been 
♦fedueed by the other. 

. On the , third* day of July, ^truce for^ three* yeai*5 
Vas concluded with James king of Scotland i uhd, 
in the courfe of the fame month, John fe Bouteiljer 
ilbrd jo£ Maupertuu, amfaaflador from Francis II. 
.duke of Bretagne, prolonged, in his matter's naine, 
the truce between England and that, country, until 
the .death of one of the contradting princes { but, 
it was ftipulated, that the treaty of cpmmerce be- 
tween the two natioxvs (hould continue to the death 
,©f the laft liver. On the twentieth day of Septem- Birth ©f 
ber, the queen was in the eighth mpnth.of her preg- ^^^^ 
,;|iancyj|^ delirered of a fon, who was baptized by 
' . R > ^^ 
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A.c,i4S6. ^]^g i^ame of JVnhur, in memory of the famous 
Britiih Arthur, from whence the king afiefted to 
derive his origin. The people hoped, that the birth 
of this prince would warm the ' king's indifierence 
into a real affection for the mother : but, whea 
they perceived it had no fuch effefi; ; that he de« 
layed her coronation ; took all opportunities of de* 
prelDrig the friends of the houfe of York, which 
wa^ generally beloved throughout (he whole king- 
dom ; that his difpofition was fordid and illiberal ; 
and) that his temper was fullen and referved, they 
began to look upon him with dcteftation, and cvco 
tp think they had made a bad exchange for the 
tyrant Richard. His enemies took this opportunity 
to infinuate, that he intended to murder the earl of 
Warwick in the Tower j and the emiifaries of the 
houfe of York whifpered about, that the duke of 
York had made his efcape from the criielty of his 
uncle, and was ftill alive on the continent^r 
I ambcrt ' Xhc uhiverfal joy expre0ed by the Enftliih peopli^ 
fonate^the at this report, encouraged Riehard SmK>n, ,a prieft 
w ^ ^^'ick ^fP^^ordy to devife a Icheme which was equallyjeaD* 
travagant andenterprizing. He had a pupil called 
Lambert Simnel, the illegitimate ^n of a joinen ^' 
. youth of uncommon vivacity and extraordinacy 
perfonal accomplifhments ; and, him he relblved 
to pafs upon the lyorld as Richard duke of York, 
the fecond fon of the fourth Edward. While he 
was employed in preparing this afior for the ftage, 
it was rumored, that Edward Plantagenet earl of 
Warwick had efcaped from the Tower i and Simoff 
immediately changing his plan, determined that 
his pupil ihould perfonate this nobleman i 4 fcheme 
much more c:xtravagant than 'the other, if we con- 
fider, that the fon of Clarence had been, af^r his 
father's deaths honou^-ably maintained in the court 
of his uncle Edward, until he v/as ten years of age; 
^ ijnd that therefore, his perfon was well known to a 

gr)M« 
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;rcat number of people. NotWithftanding^ this ob- ^ c. i^%^ 
back, Simon continued to in(lru£t his pupil in his 
new part*, and when he thought the impofture 
ripe, he conveyed him to Ireland, where he knew 
he (hould not run fuch a rifque of detedUon a:s in 
England. There he hoped the young man ^ould 
be powerfully fupported, as that kingdom rever^ 
the memory of Clarence, who had been their gover- 
i)or ; and as Henry had not yet fuperieded the; 
public officers who had been appointed by Richard. 
For, though the duke of Bedford had been declar- 
ed viceroy of Ireland, he ftill continued in Eng- 
land : Thoihas Fitzgerald earl of Kildare governed 
as his deputy, and his brother poflefled'the poft of 
chancellor in that kingdom. As they were both 
partiians of the houfe of York, in all probability, 
ibsj had by their emifiaries privately concerted this 
fcheme with Sinioh, who was'likewife Tuppofed to 
have been encouraged by the queen dowagef, who 
deteply-refented Henry's behavibur to her daughter. 
The king had been illfbrmed, tb^t fomething was 
brewing' fh Irelaiid to the prejudice of his govern- 
menf, ind otdfefed the earl of Kildare to appear 
at hte court in London : but, that nobleman had 
fuch intt^ft in the council, that they wrote a letter 
tcr Henry, reprefenting the earPs prdcnce as abfo- 
lutely n€k:eflrary in Ireland; and he was excufed in 
confcquence of this remonftrance. 
, When Simnel altived at Dublin, he forthwith simnei u 
addrfeffed hiftifelf to the earl, in quality of earl of ^J^^^ «» 
Warwick, recounting the manner in whjch he pre- 
tended to have efcaped from the Tower j and tho* 
the <leputy* lieutenant and his brother cTid not open- 
ly efpoufe his caufe at his firft landing, their omit- 
ting to apprehend fuch a pretender, plainly indi- 
cates their connivance at the impofture. They 
waited to fee thte efieds of the deceit among the 
common people^ who received Simnel with tran- 
* . fports 
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M.fi. t4U. .(J)om of joy, as the iiwi of chcir helq? e^ Clarcfoi: 
Then, the earl of Kild^re, and hip brothjer t^ 
ch^pcfllpr, having caofer.<ecJ with their friends jipji 
confidents, waitedf Mpdji . SimneJ at his loc^iiigja 
from .wtyewe he was qQndufte4 with gr«fiit igleH^ 
fflity JO ih^ caftk, o^^h^re Jbc .wa$ lue^tqd as /a prinoc^ 
m^ hehaved witK fwch dignity of d^pflictjment, at 
dvcrcain^. the iiifpieioft of ^aAy peopje, who ac 
.fifft. doQhted i^e tmth of his prttenCpn?. The 
|)Q{»;ilaj ftr^ajtn was fo tmdti b hi$ favour^ that ia 
A few- daya Ive was proplaimad kkig of JBngIan4 
and lord of Ireland, under the nartia of Edward 
VI. and not a. fword wasi drawn, por on* hiqu£^ 
i?pf ned in bdialf of H^nry/ 
: Such an event cpuld «ot but be. alarming to thr 
);tog, who nowfaw himfelf afltacl^d in his wcake^ 
f^rt» nanf)eiy» his title, and in a couatry wholly 
4ievotcd tohis adveriaries> which he cqpld not pre- 
tend to fubdue without a very confidorable oir^ 
pence ; befidea, he . apprehwded, that the fire 
which b^d broke opt in Ireland Would fopp cona- 
49i}unlcate to the other Jcingdom, by me^i^s of iecrqt 
correfpondencc, the nature and nianner of which 
he did not* Jinpw* Perplexed by tbefc confiderar 
lions,, he convened hts, ^privy council, in order to 
deliberate upon the .meafures to be jtak^n in'fuch 
The^wen ftH. crocfgency ; and here^ .in all probability, he 
^wageris fighificd his fufpicion of his iftother-in-law the 
*»*e^te <|ocen dow»ger ; for ihe. was immediately confined 
miSkMHi. in jtbe monaftery of 5ermondfey ; . and deprived" of 
Mr whole eftate, without any form of ^procefe. 
The wholie nation exclaimed agaioft this .a& ci 
fcverity, which he in vain endeavoured to pal- 
lisie« by giving out that this punifhment was in^ 
flifted upon hpp for having delivered her daugh- 
ters „ into the hands of Richard : a pretence which 
ferved only to inflame the rcfentment of the peOK 
^le, who thought it very ftrarigej, that the queen 

(h^alcj 
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Aoald be fo Ibvcrely ptiniflied far that whichAX»49fc 
i^as rather oiaternal weaknefs than any premedi- 
tated crime. ; Befidcs, they could not comprehend Bacoii. 
the meaning of Henry's having fo long delayed .t(j 
take cognizance of this affair: they thought his 
marrymg the daughter waa an acknowledgnsenc . '7 
pf the mother'^ innocence, or at leaft^ a tacit for^ 
giv^nefs of the favilt. They confidered that ib» 
bad been one pf the chief inftruipents of his ekva-» 
t(i(m to the throne, and therefore could' npt hjClp ' 
detefting his ingratitude i and^ in this rigorous 
jtreatmcnt, they percieiyed a formed defign i^o icizfi 
all opportunities of completing the ruijn of ):h9 
houfe of York, and it$ adherents. There was 
fbme myftery in this confinement of the queen mor ^^ 
tketj which never was explained to the pubKc. As ' 
all hiftorians agree that fhe was certainly concerned 
in the affair of Simnel, the king^ in all probability^ 
could have convi&ed her in a legal planner of th« 
jconfpiracy ; or at leaft fixed upon her fuch ftrong 
lufpiciqny as would have given a pkufible colour to 
jhe fteps h^ took for fecuring bcrpeffon. Butj 
fuch a procefs would have introduced an inquiry^ 
which he feeiped to avoid. Perhaps, it would 
bav'e appeaiied, that the queea-{|KKher had not ^ ^ 
complied with Richard's defire in fending hts 
dajughters tQ court, until he had taken fome extra<t 
ordinary flep to quiet her fears, j^erhaps, that fa-* 
tisfa<5i:ion ooniifted in his. conniving at theefcape of 
lus furyiving nephew from the Tower. By means 
0f this conjedure we can account for the quden's 
eonfidence in thetyrant, who had brought her kin« 
dred to the fcaffoW, as well as for Henry's beha- 
viour at this junAure, when, perhaps, fhe played ' 
fF the phantom Simnd, in order to found the in* 
inatiqn of the people, and pave the way for ex-* 
tbicing her o^n Ton upon the ftag^. ;This fup* 
ofuiQa likewifc explains the cafe pf Parkin War- 
beck,^ 
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A. c. f 486. {jg^j^^ and the inflexibility of Henry, who could 
never be prevailed upon to releafe his mother-in-law, 
though the whole natioil clamoured at her impri- 
ibnment, which continued for fome years, until 
death fet her at liberty. 
i^'Z^^d ^^^ queen bemg fecured in the monaftcry erf 
lord unrei Bermondfey, Henry, in order to undeceive thie po- 
s!^/^' pulace, who began to believe that the earl of War- 
. wick was aftually in Ireland, ordered that young 
- prince to be conduced publicly through the ftrccts 
of London, from the Tower to St. Paul's church, 
whither the people went in vaft crouds to behold 
him ; and he was permitted to converfe with fnyeral 
individuals, who were well acquainted with his per- 
fon, and well afFedted to his family. After this 
proceflion, he was fent back to the Tower ; but, 
the Irifh retorted the impofture upon Henry, affirm- 
ing, that the youth whom he had produced was a 
counterfeit; and that Simnel was the true earl of 
Warwick. The king fearing the contagion >y6uld 
ibread into England, publiihed a general ainnefty 
^r.thofe who fhould quit the party of the rebels, 
with promife of reward to fuch as ihould come and 
difcover the particulars of the confpiracy. At the 
fame time, he ordered the coafts to be guarded, 
to cut olF all correfpondence between the maicon- 
tents of the two kingdoms. Notwithftanding 'all 
his precautions, the pretender acquired fome power- 
ful friends in England ; or rather, the prieft wtio 
tutored Simnel, had been encouraged by perfons of 
the firfl^ quality, to produce this impoftor, whom 
he would have hardly prefumed to exhibit without 
fome promife of confiderable fupport. He no iboher 
made his appearance in Ireland, than John earl of 
Lincoln, whom his uncle Richard III. had declared 
prefumptivc heir of the crown, openly elpoufed his 
caufe, and embarked for Flanders in order to con* 
cert with his aunt Margaret dutchefs dowager of 

Burgundy, 


B E 1^ R Y VII: 2^3 

p 

Burgundy, the proper meafuresfor infuring fuccefs ^-9^4^^ 
to the enterprize. That princefs being incenfed at 
Henry's behaviour to her niece, and the virulence 
with which he pcrfecuted all the partifens oif the 
houfe of York, readily engaged in the fcheme of 
Simnel, which in all probability had been projc&ed 
with her privity and concurrence ; and after having . ; 
deliberated with Lincoln and LoveJ, promifed to, 
furniih two thoufand veteran German troops, com- 
manded by-Martin Swart, an officer of reputation, , 
which Ihould accompany them to Ireland, and join 
the new king's party. They accordingly fet fail ihf ^« c« «4^7* 
the beginning of May \ and arrived in fafety at 
Dublin, where Simnel was crowned with great fo- 
lemnity in the cathedra), by the bifhbps of Armagh, 
Dublin, Meath, and Dcrry, in prefejtce of the earl 
of Kildare, the chancellor, and all the other officers 
of ftate belonging to that kingdom. This cere-^ymer. 
mony b^ng performed with a crown taken from 
the ftatue of the Virgin Mary, the new king af- 
fembled r. kind of, parliament, in which the clergy 
granted a fubfidy to the pope, in hope of renderr. 
ing Us holinefs propitious to their undertakings 
Thea.a council was held, to regulate the meafures 
CO be ne3(t purAied ; and after fome debate, they 
agreed, that the feat of the war fhould be tranf- 
ierrod to England, where they expefted to be joined 
by all ithe favourers of the houfe of York, fo as tp 
be able to depofe the ufurper without the leaft dif* 
ficulty. 

Ih the mean time, Henry was employed ir]\ 

making preparations to defend himfelf againft the 

impending dorm. He was no fooner informed of 

Lincoln's retreat to Flanders, tha^he took it for 

panted that the dutchcfs of Burgundy was coni- 

erned in the confpiracy ; and was the more alarmed 

s he knew the enterprizing difpofitton of tha^ 

rincefi, whoft hatred he had incurred. He fortk^ 

with 
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A^c.H?;. ^i(\^ levied two armies, the. command of which he, 

bellowed upon the duk^ o^ BedlFord and the carl of 

.Oxfprd, in order to guard both (ides of the ifland 

.froni idvalion ; and during the winter he made a 

progrefs through the counties of Suffolk and Nor- 

' lolk^ where he had molt reafon to expe6l: a defcent, 

'on' account of their neighbourhood to the Low 

^'J* "? n' . Countries. . WKea he arrived at St. Edmundfbury, 

fet is com- he received mtimatipn that the nurquis of Dorfet 

tocMsftli ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ to vifit him, that he might vindi- 

Tower. 'cate himfelf from fome ihalicious fmputatians, and 

offer his fervice to his majefty : but Henry, infteid 

..of accepting his offer, fent the earl of Oxford to 

meet and condud him prifonej: to the Tower, tho^ 

he was defired to affure the marquis, that, after the 

extinction of the rebellion^ he fhould have ai fair 

hearing ; and that his prefent arreft would conduce 

to his own fafety, by hindering him from being 

. milled by. evil counfcllors. From Edmi^idfbury 

the king repaired to Norwich, where he kept, his 

Chriftmas ; thence he proceeded in piL rimage Jto 

vifit our Lady's chuifch of Walfingham ; and then 

reti^irned by the way of Cambridge to Lcmdon. 

.'Here he learned, that the carl. of Lincoln with his 

! foreign auxiliaries had landed in Ireland : fo that 

being freed from his appreheniion of a deicent from 

Flanders,, he affembled all his troops in the neigh- 

] hour hood of Coventry, which is in the heart of the 

^kingdom 4 and repairing to, that city in perf(Hi, re-^ 

fofved to wait for more certain information touchi^ 

thedefigns of the enemy. 

Henry de- i . He had not remained long in this fituation ^ when 

?f '^ *ji U^ was informed that Simnel and his friends were 

taiccs Sufi- '4 ■*' •' (•. .- - 

teiatstake. Janaed in Lancaihire^ and joined by Sir Thomas 

Bro.ughcon» and a fmall number of English mol^ 

•concepts, , They had be^un their m^^rch towards 

^^ Y<}rky in hope of ieeing, their numfa^rs daily in- 

lirreji^;, giXtd i\)ej forJ^e alVa€te pf hpftility in the 
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€9tmfrf chroogh whicKihcy paflcd, with a view to ^'^v hV^v 
mt^ttft the pcdple iti their .favour. They were,. 
fcowc!v6r, nnlferabiy difappoiitted in their eicpeaa-', 
tk>ft; The iiative»4 either dreadiDg the fagaci^ ai^ 
f&TttaiiM of Henry, or aVerfc to a kiirg introduced' 
hf the Ifiih and Germans, far from taking mrti& im 
his favour, exhibited no ttiarks of good will to the 
€xil?et|)lrize -, and the earl of Lincoln fearing that hi9^ 
attny, ^blifiRing of eight thoufand men^ would ra^ 
ther dtminilh than increafe, refolded to give; battle^ 
to tbef king before all his fbrcelfaouldbe aJfembtecLv 
Pot thi^ purpoie, he changed his ttmce, and matchecF 
tDwards r<f ewark, in hopeof nKtking himietf mafter. 
of that place before rhe arrival of the enemy. 
Henry had advancjed to Nottingham, at the head 
of (he thoufand men \ and being joined by an equal^ 
number, under the cotett^nd of the earl of Shrewf- 
bury, the Ic^'d Strange, with a^confiderabte number 
rf knights^ and gentlemen •, he, with tht advice oi 
his council, determined to engage the rebeh with-* 
cHit dela^* Gueffing Llncoln^s defign upon the 
town of Newark,, he marched thither with great 
«rpedition, and potted' himfelf between the enemy , 
aiPid the town^ while the earl of Lincoln encamped 
tfa the declivity of a hill r^ear the village of Stofee*. 
Next day, being the fijtrii of June, tfenrydfewup 
his army in o(rder of "ba^ttle upbn the plain, which 
war fo Darrow^ that he cotild not extend his front ^ 
and, therefore he was obli^d to form his troops 
Ibto three lines, placing his fa^ft men in the Rrtty 
tothe nomber of fix thoufand. Th^* enemy did 
*iot declime' the engagement-; on the contrary, riiey 
Utarched down i^ c^dep, jind attacked the rc^alfftji^ 
with great intrepidity, hoping-, that fhould they be 
a«fe td' ^brealc tht'kin'^*s firft'Iine,. it t76u!dfa3t 
^ack oh the other two, amd put the whole army 
in corifufioh. The naked irilh, though tcrribi)? 
galied by the EngJilh arro*Sy mamtainted their 

ground 
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A c. 14ft, ground without flinching ; and the Gernoan troops 
being well difciplined and inured to war, fou^t 
wkh great obftinacy for three hours, until by far 
the greater part was (lain, with Martin Swart their 
8aMii. leader. The earls of Lincoln and Kildare met with 
the fimt fate ; and their army was totally routed, 
with the lofs of four thoufand men killed upon die 
field of battle. , Nor was the vidory cheaply pur* 
chafed by the king, one half of whofe firft line was 
cut in pieces. Lambert Simnel, and his tutor were 
taken ptifoners ; and Henry aflfefted to defpife his 
rival fo much, that he would not deprive hitn of 
his life ; but retained him as a fcuUion in his kitchen, 
from which low ftation he was afterwards promded 
to the place of a falconer. Simon the prieft was 
coinmitted to prifon, aiid never heard of after his 
commitment. The lord Lovel is by fome fuppofed 
to have been drowned in the Trent, endeavouring 
to ford that river after the battle ; others affirm he 
was (lain in the afkion ; and a third Ctt, believe he 
pafled the remainder of his life in a* vauk or ca- 
vern * . 
^^^ ^ Immediately after the battle, the king marched to 
n^n. Lincoln, from whence he advanced to York ; and, 
^^' in this progrefs feverdy punifhed all thofe who had 
favoured the rebels, or were conviAed of having tit* 
culated a report, that the kiog*s army was defeated : 
a report which had hindered lome powerftil fuccours 
from joining Henry before the battle. Thofe delin- 
quents were tried partly by commiflioners, and 
jpartly by martial law j but, the punifhment fell 
upon their ellates only, the king being iatisfied 
with filling his cofitrs by fines and confifirations. 

* This Iftft notion if oountenannd tcmiieottt room, the fignre of n vcne- 

hy a diiiBovery made about fiity jreart rable old man fitting in a great diair » 

ago at this noble]nan*s featof MinAer- but, when toacfaed| the body fell into 

Lovel in OxfonUhite. The workmen daa^ Carte* 
in repairing the hottfe^ found Inn IhIh 

Whett 
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When he had fleeced the malcootents in this maiir> ^' ^- »487* 

tltr, be procured a bull from the pope» itnpowermg 

tile archbiihop of Canterbury to abiblve tbem of the 

excommunication they had incurred by the ibrnaei 

bidl of retclement^ as if he had been follicicous about 

the falvaticm of thofe. who foii^t his ruin. At the ^^' ^*°^ 

iwietime, Innocent VUL fent over anorher bi»U4 

leftrafintng she privilege of ian&uariea \vithin pro» 

per bounds. He ordained, that n^iefadors wh^ 

kad qvkted the fanifhiary to contmis fre& Crxm^i 

and neturned s^in to ic for flielter, os^t be tbrci«» ^ 

b)y taken from it by the king's officers. : that, with 

rdpeA to debtofrs, who tock ijind uary in order. 0$ 

defraud their credkorsy the privilege Ifaould extenil 

to thdr {)er&ns only, . and not to their eftates ; and 

ihat the king might lend guards into the lam^uany^ 

to prevent the escape of traitors and rebels. While Pha of a 

Henry rcftded at Yorki deputies arrived frdni^Scoti sSd!'^ 

kild, to teratimte fbme diflS^rence concer^ii^ tfa« 

^ery of theTiver E(k% and the.king^ tpok this 

opportunity of beginning a negotiai;ion witk James 

the Scottif^ monarchy to whofe court be &t\t Fok 

\n{t^ o£ fixettr, and &v Richard Edgecomb, ai 

his aoilaafiadors, to treat of a triple alhance* Tk» 

treaty, ivaa ^rojefted, and they agreed to^ thcifol* - 

to^iogiaitiQies.: That the Scdttiih ooafqufSi of :£b» 

mondihotddifian^ Cafhdrfiie daugbta*. of bhe fbmCft^ 

Edmu*d: That Jamt^ himiblf fiiould eipoufe^&dA 

ward*^. vridow : That bis Ion tho prince .^ofBcothiiNl 

fli^uld be matched wkh another daughtei^jof thai: 

inonarch r That tlie king of England ibouid cedt 

for evtr the tow& and caCUe of BerwiQk tb^bb Scots ; 

XKat! the articles aod conditions of tbofe thv^ man- 

rkgefi fkookl be re^huted by the commiffioners of 

the vtfti Kiags^ to be «&h!^>ted iit Bdtnbufgh, firft 

in J^moary, andtheti te May : That, the two king* 

ihould have aa interview in the o^th of July: 

and» That the truce fl^^uld bt^ jptolongedfijMr chJr> 

: ; N>. 46. S wn 
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A.e. i4Sr. teen manths.- Henry* ratified diefrconwmions.ofl 
the twentieth day of N0ven)beari: bat, theexecfitioit 
of the treaty was prevented by the. crotibles ckataoi' 
fued in Scotland* 

The queen's • xhc kiug in his joumey to the North had oc*. 
eafion to perceive^ that the diiconceats of tbe.peo^ 
pl^e proceeded in a great nleafurefrom his feveritjr to 
the partifans of the.houfe of York, .^d in {arti- 
cular to his havtag fo long dekyed tke-qsiei^'s * 
coronation. He therefore refolred to remove litia 
fubje6b of qoinplaint. About the beginmngiCtf.Na- 
.vember heretiirned to Lond(^« which hreofered 
in triumph *, and nexc day mtnt in proceffion; 06iSt. 
Paul's church, where Te Deiam' was fOQg'ibii die 
vidory he' had obtained over che rebekv Tiitta^ he 
appointed the duke of Bedford high fliewardf^nhss 
coronation (>f the queen, which' was perfbmieci^idk 
the ufoal folemnities, on the twenty -£fth dary ofiNo* 
Tcmber, two years afoer her marriage. U^ati^Mis 
occafion, he fet at liberty cbe marquifi>of ^-001%, 
svithout htfving brought him to any tn^U^fl^^d^ to- 
wards the tetter end of the year» ient a ibkni»it|<^- 
bafly to the pope, with intinfiation of his; msiniJ^^ 
and proffers of fervice and.fpirirualobediHiCtt4^^ q 
* The war fiUl continiied in the Low GotmtlWy 
^rhere the troops of ChaHes YllL farprifedii'Sr. 
Dmtt and Terouenne; anddie inhabitant offiQhebt 
were ineited by a noblenaoan, called Raglnjg^ite, 
to lievolt againfl: Maxiinilian. JBy this^^61o.J:^a(i<Bs 
IL duke of Briaany, v«asold, infirm, < an! iG^etr- 
:tain tiroes deprived of his fenfes: ha^ingmi^^s^ 
he, with the tonfent of his eftates^ fectfcd the fac* 
ceflioh upoa bis two daughfens, Anne and I&bel, 
'which- laftdied Jbefore. her isacbcr ; fe^that AiiHe be- 
icaine fole heirefs of Bretagne. . Charles^ Vllt • was 
defirous.of uniting that dotchy with France,, by 
marryii^ thia pcincefs j but hi? views were A waned 
by iewisjdukc of Orleans, whom he had pcrfccutcd 
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at tke inftigadon of his fifter Madam de Beaujeu, a, c. 1487' 
and compeTlecl to fly for fhelter into Brittany, \^here 
he met with a very hofpitable reception, and gained 
an afcendancy over Francis. This prince being 
iacenfed againft his own nobility, who had put his 
favourite Landais to death, gladly entertained the 
duke of Orleans, with the prince of Orange, the 
count de Dunois, and fome other French noblemea 
of that party ; and the lords of Bretagne entered 
into a mgotiation with Charles, though their njo- 
' tives were very different from thofe by which the 
Fpench^ king was. aAuated when he concluded tl^c 
.allbnce. He thought the treaty would furnifli him 
yntk an <^p6rtunity to make a complete conqueft 
of Birttagne, while they hoped, his proteftion would 
icrcen them from the refentmcnt an(i arbitrary de- 
ilgns of their own fovereign^ In purfuance of this 
tireacy, .Charles invaded Brittany with fix different 
apdcrics ;. and the duke, retiring to. Maktroit, af- 
jfembled fixteen thoufand men, with whom he be- 
^itn his march, to raife the fiege of Ploetrael, which Argentrc; 
Hbe enemy had undertaken j but, as he advanced, he 
ib^ad himfclf abandoned by all his forces, except 
-fliMWt four thoufand ; and retreated wiA great pteci- 
pitatioii to. Nantz, which was beiieged by the French 
,:aftcr ihey had redqced Ploermel, Vannes, and Di- 
naftt. The duke had commiffion^d the count de 
XHiHois a$ his ambaffador, to folliclt fuccours of 
the king of England ; and that nobleman had cm- 
barked four different times on this embafly, but was > 
always driven back by contrary winds or tempcf» 
tuoi^s weather. /» \ 

While Charles was employed in the fiege of charics oi 
Naatz, he received advice of the victory which ^^^^^ 
,Hcnry had obtaified at Stokefield, and immediately eVbiffy u 
d^fpatched ambafladors to congratulate him upon ^^^' 
his good fortune, and endeavour to difibade him 
from intermeddling in the affairs of Bretagnc. They 
' S a found . 
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jt.c: i4«7. found him at Leicefteri where (hey ivere admitted 
to an audiente ; ' in which, afrtt the cortiplitnehts 
6f congratulation, they obfervcd that the king thci# 
fovertign found hi mfelf obliged to engage in a war 
i^ith the duke of Brittany, who had given protec- 
tion to the dufee of Orleans, the declared' enemy 
bf Charles > and even aflilted Jiim in exciting troo- 
bli^s in the Icingdbm of France : that therefore the 
tfuke of" Brittany was in tift^ the aggrefibr i and 
the French king hoped, from the equity of Hfcnry, 
thdt he would confider him in no other light. Titit, 
iltJibugh the king had formerly lain under fomc 
bbligatioris to the duke of Brittany, he Wotrld like- 
wife remembet the afliftance he had receiveJd frofti 
the French monirch, at the time wheil the duke 
had not only abandoned his intereft, but even agittd 
to deliver him into the hands of his enemy. ' For 
which reafons, Charles hoped the king of Engla^, far 
from engaging in the defence of the duke of Brit- 
tany,, who protefted and encouraged the refadlkws 
fubjefts of his neighbour priiice,. wotjid effpoulfe^liife 
intereft pf his re;al friend, or ac leaft abferte'<im 
fexadl: neutrality. Henry was not ignorant of 'tiit 
defign with which Charles had taken the field v^mM; 
as the French ambaffadorsi had carefully avoiddl 
touching upon their matter's real fchetfie of «f- 
uniting Brittany to the kiiigdom of France,; lift 
dJAembled in his turn, and replied. That as the 
French km^ and the duke of Brittany \^ere the twd 
J>rinces, to whom he wa^ more obliged tha^ tO'^H 
the world befides, he longed fot an Opportunity of 
-manifefting^ his gratitude to both. * He Taid 'ilfc 

* * . Would, upon this occafion,, fulfil the duty bf a real 
f friend, and endeavour to. c0mpr6mife their 'diff<^■ 

* '•; ' i^nce in an amicable manner. He did iiot imagirtb 

that Bretagne would be eafily cottqu'dred. * He^dld 
not doubt th^t. Charles would accept of his httdi^- 
tion V tkhef thaii incur Kii fefentmeM 5 Arid he foYtf- 
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(l^w that this o^ir would furnifli him with a pre* '^-xj^hS/* 
v^ftGt for desnanding a fubQdy, which he (hould 
have no occafion to expend; 
. In.thefe icntiments he difpatched ambaffadow Hcn^ offm 

.with pferjB of his mediation to king Charles ; ^" "'^*''*- 

" and, (hould thefe be accepted, they were ordered ^o^rr^i' 
to proceed to the duke of Bretagne with the fame ^'"^^'^ 
propofal. Charles was then employed in the fiege chariaahd 

'>of Na0tz> .andy as it was his intereft to amufe 2*- "^"^ **^ 
iimt:^ until the place (hould be taken» he not pnly "^^^' 

. accepted his mediation, but alfo offered to fubtasit 
the difpute to his final deci(>on; hoping either 
that the duke of Brittany would rejeft the arhitra- 
(ion, or that the negotiation might be fpun out 
Vintil he (hcaild be mafter of the dutchy* When 
the £ogli(h amba(radors propofed their mafter's 
medifMion co^he duke, who was befieged in Nantz, 
the duke of Orleans replied in the name of that 
farmce, that in fuch a perilous conjundure, he ex-^ 
peAed fubftantial affiftance from the king of Enlg-r 
Jafid, rather than offers of mediation, which could 
|lPt prevent the lo(i<rf his dominions : he defired 
their king would remember the bensfits he had re-* 
oeived' from the duke of Brittany, and con(ider 
b&ff* much it imported England to hinder that 
ducchy from becoming a province of France* With j^^^^^^^ 
ibis anfwer the ambaffadors were dtfmiffed, and 
Charles triumphed greatly in his affefted modera^ 
xioQ. Mean while he carried on his attacks with ^ 
fuch vigour, that the place muft have been furren. 
4ered, had not the count de Dunois afiembled a 
gf^i, multitude of peafants, who w^re anxious 
about the fate of th^ir fovcrcign, and relieved the 
town in the face of the French army. This fup- 

gly obliged Charles to raifc the fiege; and Henry 
ring now fully perfuaded that the French king 
would not be able to conquer Brittany, refolved ' - ^ 
to.coatinue neuter i h^t ^ the fame time^arffdfted rp 
r ■ , S3 intefe(t 


-I i 


«6z H I S T O R Y Of E N G. l^ A- JK X>.,, 

A.c.i4ft7. intCTcft himfelf wiriftty in tho duke^s fAvbofr thar^^ 
hemight have ft pretext for denia»miing a IbliifiRS^ir' 
from the parliament which he hiad ^ofiv<4kcd fbi^' 
the ninth day of November, Mean white he fent 
baclc the ambafladors to renew their ^fibrts fbr^' • 
negotiation. . . . 

The dtike«f The lord Wldeville, the queen^s uncle, foUidted * 
UtlhiJ the king's permiflion to engage in thfe fervice p£ 
daughier in j^e dyke of Brittany with a number* df vdjumwrs 5^:. 
Sc'kfngof^ and, though Henry denied his r^«tteft,'lie'em- , 
thcRomans. barked privately- at the Iflfeof Wight, with fmif' 
hundred men, who were no fooner landed m dw^ 
dukc^s dominions, than CharieB cOfaiphiined^of 
them to the £ngli(h ambafladors, as ^body df ^v&'^ 
iliaries fent in violation of the neutrality wiwch 
the king of England aifefted to maintain. Hej^yv 
however,- difa Vowing this fte]p of the iord'Widc-^ 
ville'as a clandeiline tranfafbion, Charles wa^ia^ 
tisf^ed, becaufe it was not his intereft to breaks witk 
tTie king of England at fiich a- junihire ^ forqfcf^ 
. this time the noblemen of Brittanyi'^peroeivBng the 
intention of the French king was no ipake a coiii^iieft 
of their country, had made* peaKte wltU^^their' 'Bvfi-< 
reign, who could not however prevent - <2haBdl3f 
from taking the town ofDolb;^ aflault^-^-tfcW 
the duke, thinking himfelf unfafe at Nantriv/wt 
tired to Rennes, in hope of bekig fucc6«red- by 
feme of his allies: there; finding himfelf hard 
prefTed by the enemy, and feeingnoprofpeO: of im- 
mediate affiftance, he fufFered hirnieif to be per- 
fuaded by the prince of- Orange to promife h€ 
would beftow his daughter Anne in marriage i^n 
the king of the Romans 5 and that prince engag;ed 
to bring a powerful army into Bretagne ; »birt he 
was prevented by the revolt of Ghent, iwbicl^ em- 
ployed a his forces in Flanders. 
Trtarafti- During thefe tranfafticns on ' the coniinent, ihe 
Um^"' pnglifh ambafladors returned to London, and re- 
ported 


\ 
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ported tt> ttenry tkat thib mrentioii of Charles- was ^ ^- hS/-; 
torfiibnufechtm wiCh a fiegQuatioi> iiiotil Bretagae 
ifaicmid be conquered* ^^ The ps^r lament meeting at^ 
Wflftttnofter, . the Jfeffion was opened .with a fpeec^ 
bf ithe archhiihop of Gaoterburf, .chancellor oi 
the fsealm, who, in the king's nam^, having thank-. 
ed the two houfes for the a&s they had pafl^d Ia 
hiftiiyQifr at their i^ft fitting, gave them to under- 
il2i9d»> that with refpe^ to the war: bee ween Fr^ce 
aisdiBfttagQe, /Gharies had defired he would ohkrvQ 
a-tie»tfadity,.aitd the duk$ had follicited his af* 
fiflancei} that he had ptfered his mediation, which 
^«a^ accq»ed..by <the French king» on .conditioa 
that^hei&otild not difcontinue hoitilities, until the 
d^steiice (hould b^ compromifed ; but that this con* 
dititin/wa^ ^rejeded by the dcike of Brittany^ who dif- 
tfpftbd !the fiaeerity: of Charles, and ot)lerved that 
ht& ailn was to ffHH out the negptiation until the 
dotdiy/ (laoukl be fubdued; that after having inef^- 
fitAually onployed iiis belt offices to terminate the 
4i^Me b^ an accomnaodatijQn, he begged the ad- 
vite_«tf* his. parliament I and defircd they would 
^baiQxiBr whether or not he ot^^t to interpofe more 
eflfediual meafupes for the pretervation of Bretagne. 
^fai$nw4sjavqueit:ion that reqyined very little con- 
ftttradoo;^ the Englilh were too jealous of the 
potwerlof France to ftand tamely, and fee it aug- 
WtiiiieA by the accefiion of fuch a maritime pro- 
Vinne,; which they counfelled the king to defend 
vrimh all his might ; and that he might be enabled 
tosfiiffifl: the dwke effedtually, they granted a fupply 
of t^o fifteenths, befides a poll tax upon aliens^ 
and another ad of refuniption. In this feflion 
ttey confirmed the authority of the Scar-chamber, 
fl court which, had hitherto fubfifted by the ancient 
common laws of the realm. It confided of the 
members of the king's council, who fat in an aparc- 
nient called the Star-chamber, from the cieling, ,. . , 

' S 4 .which 
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A.c. 1487. which was painted with ilair^^ to jtadge iffSola^ 

under the degree of capital. -TJiepafHameittlike- 

wife epaded a ft acute, by which any ft^ant of i^e 

fcing, under the degree of a nabkman, confpiiing 

the death of any member ef the council^ er lofd ^ 

thp realm, fliould be deemed guilty of a oiottal 

Bacon. ^rime. The fam^ penalty was exttinded to uiofe 

Roc. Pari. ^}^Q Ihould obtain poOeifion of women by forocj 

howfoever they might afterwatx}) be leceiicikd 

their ravifhers. A law was madis (or the moiecf- 

fedual prevention of murder and manflatighten 

Another ftatute ordained thac clerks G0nvifi:ed 

ihould be burned in the hand, for a tafte of putilh^ 

ment and brand of in^imy^ from which they M 

been hitherto exempted. A third decreed diat the 

Ring's officers and farmers Ihouid forfeit theirplatJt^ 

and holds, in cafe of unlawful retainer, >09 b^ 

concerned in riots and illegael aflemblies. • Sever{il 

wholefome regulations were made for the pUcvirm 

' tibn of ufury, the fecurity of the. kii[ig*s cufl^Si 

and the employment of foreign commodtoes^joii 

ported into the kingdom. 

Britun^*if Henry having accomplifhed bis aim, whichi«^ 

defeafedby -^ fubfidy,^ inftcad of employing it ift% vigdjiwR 

the French n^^^fures, Tefumcd the method of negoiiationf dtyl 

king at at. . * *v i • ^st « ^ i i.* 

Aubio. lent ambafladors agam to Charles, to make i»d[i 
. acquainted with the refolution of the parliaBWAl* 
The French king, who was no ftranger to Henry^s 
fcntiments and>dirpofition, ftiH continued coanwfc 
him by declaring himfelf ready to abide by the dc- 
cifion of the king of England : but he .aWbluiety 
refufed to interrupt his operations, alledgin^ that 
fuch interruption would enable his adverferyto 
retrieve his affairs ; ' nevcrthelefs tlie duke of Bre- 
t^gne gained by the approach of v/inter what he 
could not obtain by Henry *s follicitations. The 
king of France was obliged to put his troops in 
quarters^ and return to Paris^ while the duke ^fiot 

only 


' 


cnlynenjayed a wfpite,' bur, hy tht val6ur and ac- ^ c.^^v 
Hi^kyof th^ ftiarechal Rieti3(, retodk Vannea and 

JDftnan^ in tfte. month of Mtrch^ and fecured Aot 
IceAnis and ' Chatfeaubriant, with ftrong garrifons 5 7 
ftt the fame tlhie a fmall body of men at arm^, ' 
bebngmg to the lord of Albrct, defcreed the fcr- 
Vke of France, and joined the duk6 of Brittany. 

^This imileoffortunewasof fhort duration: -in the Maem, x 
fnowth of April Charles 'began the campaign,' re- 
took: and denK>]i&ed Ancennis and Chateau- BriWit ; 
wd at onetime in veiled Fougeres arid St. Aubin <k 
Gorfliier. In the beginning of the war thcdtHcc 
of Er^agne had endeavoured to detach the lord of 
Alfarfttsfroni the intereft of France, by promifing 
. TO give him bis daughter in marriage-, and now 

" that noblen>an embracing the propolal, joined 

Jwa with a body of a thoufand horfe, in ex- 
fieftation of feeing his proniife immediately ful- 
ft lied. ; Francis, who had in private betcothed hi6 

.dsii^ter to Maximilian, tutored the princels, 

-wha was about eleven years of age, to exprefs a 
perfonal averfion to the match ; and this fcrved as , 
tf'^rec^nce fwdelaying the marriage. Mean while, 
finding bimfelf altogether unable to cope with the 

^i^ienCb, apd being difappointed in his cxpeda- 
ciMins'i^m Henry and the king of the Romans^ he 
&iit the count de Dunois to follicit Charles for Rymcr, * 
peace. That king was then engaged in a private 
negotiation for a truce with the king of England -, 
and therefore deferred giving a pofitive anfwer-, on 
various pretences, until he received advice that 
the treaty was concluded at Windfor : then having 
Tsothing to fear from Henry, he rejefted the duke's 
propofals, and refolved to continue the war until 
he ftiould have made an intire conqueft of the 
dutchy. The duke's affairs being nov/ dcfperate, 

.his chief counfelbrs, the' duke of Orleans, the 
prince (rf Orange, and the marechal Rieux, rcfolycd 
if 0- make one vigorous effort, by giving battle to the 

enemy. 
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A.c. i48#. enemy. With this view they marched towards St-^ 
Aubin, which had capitulated before they arriveft'i' 
and the French army being t^^uttited under tfiH 
command of Lewi^ de la Tremotiilli^, a b»ttfe eh- 
fued on the twenty-eighth day of Jtlly, when th^* 
foites of Brittany were routed with great flaughter : 
the duke of Orleans and the prince oif Orange,' 

Arjentti. who fought on foot. Were taken prifoners, and tht 
lord Wideville was flain, with all his followers. 

?n Y^if.''''' Wh^l^ ^^^ ^"^^ of Brctagne thus precipitated hh 
(hife. own ruin, the king of England made hrs diftre&,a 
pretext for levying the fubfidy with the utmoftex-i; 
pedition; and all the counties -payed it wrtlrotft' 
murmuring, except the inhabitants of Yorklhkc 
and the biftiopric of Durham, who, as old parti- 
fans of the houfe of York, hated Henry, and r^- 
fufed to comply with the conditions of the tax, 
which they faid was a grievous oppreffion, Th©* 
commiffioners being thus repulfed, addreflfed them- 
fclves to the earl of Northumberland, who H^rote 
to court for directions j and the king infifted' pe-- 
remptorily on their paying their pc^ortion^ tof V.tRi^ 
fubfidy which had been granted by parHsttniiflt^^ 
obferving that the affairs of Bretagne weHt"^ 
prefling; and that fhould hfe relinquish bis tijgfit 
on this occafion, other counties would be enctitP 
raged to claim the fame exemptidn.- The eatl* no 
fooner received this anfwer, than heaffembfedfl^c^ 
juftices and freeholders of the county, and figtiifitd 
his majefty's pleafure in fuch imperious terms, -as 
not only confirmed them in their refolution to ^re- 
fufe payment, but alfo excited their refentment 
againft the earl, whom they confidered as the per* 
fon who had fomented the king*s indignation. TBus 
' inftigated, the populace immediately affembled, 
and breaking into his houfe, flew him with a good 
number of his fervants. They were aniniated by a 
popular incendiary called John a Chamber v and 

choofing 
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rhqofiog for their leader Sir John Egrcmont, a very ^- ^* '4«^' 
turbaieht partifin of the Hojufe of York, they 
avowed tl>cir rel?eltion •, declaring they would iharphv ' 
to Lpp^on, and give battle to Henry, The news 
of thiS infurreftion did not much alarm the king, 
though he forthwith fcnt a body of troops agaimt 
the rebels, under the command of the earl of 
Surrey, whomhe had releafed from the Tower, a;n4 
admitted into his favour. That nobleman, enga- 
ging tl>e infurgents, routed them at the firflbnlet, 
and made John a Chamber prifoner ; but Sir John 
Egf;empnt efcaped, and, croffing the fea, took re- 
fuge^wijh the dutchefs dowager of Burgundy. The 
kipg, who followed the earl of Surrey with another 
body pf troops, proceeded in his progrefs north- 
;ward as far as York, where he ordered John a 
Ch^nber tp be hangeJ, with a great number of 
hi^ accomplices^ ismd granted a general pardon \o 
the reft pf the rebels. Having conftituted the earl 
o£ Surrey his lieutenant in the northern parts, and 
s^?polOjted Sir Richard Tunftall his principal com- 
mifliojjfr fqr levying the fubfidy, he returned to 
^jwdoxiy /where he was furprifed' with the tidings 
QP.^ije/duHe of Bretagne's being defeated at St* 

. T^t prince was now reduced to a deplorable Treaty be- 
CQinditipn : he bad nothing to expeft from Henry ^^^J^ 
but fruitlefs negotiations. Maximilian, inftead' of France and 
fuccouririg his future father in law, was himfelf g/j^^^*^ 
imprifoned by the Flemings at Bruges, and re- 
xnaiqed in confinement until his father Frederick, 
the emperor, marched into the Low Countries at 
the head of a numerous army to his relief. He was 
ib intent upon fortifying himfelf againft the mu- 
tinous fpirit of the Flemmgs, that, forgetting all 
his engagements with the duke of Brittany, he fent 
an embafly into Spain to demand of Ferdinand and 
|ii$ queen their eldeft daughter Ifabel for himfelf, 

and 
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AC. 148 J. jjQiJ the younger infanta Jane for his fon PhUip: 
the former was already promifcd to. the prince of 
Portugal, but the fecond part of his propofal took 
cfFc^ in the fequel. Mean while Philip de Cleyes, 
lord of Ravenftein, being chofen general by the 
inhabitants of Ghent, furprifed the city of BruHeh ; 
. and MaximiKan retired to Germany, leaving AIt 
bert duke of Saxony to command for his fon Pht- 
lip in the Low Countries. 'The duke .of Brittany, 
being thus abandoned by ' all the world, fued for 
peace in the mod humble manner ^ and found 
Charles very well difpofed to grant his requeft. 
That politic monarch, though ne had conclude^ 
a truce with Henry, perceived from the tern* 
per of the Engliih nation, that their king wouldl 
^nd himfeif obliged to take fome vigorous mea- 
fures for the defence of Brittany j and thofe hp re- 
Iblved to prevent by a treaty with the duke, whic^b 
he would no farther obferve than he ftiould fin^ 
it convenient for his own purpofes : their confe* 
fences were accordingly opened 1 and about the 
latter end of Auguft a treaty of peace was concladed 
at Vorger, on condition that Charles fhould reraii 
Mezerai. ^ nlaccs hc had conquered, and withclra>^ , hi! 

troops from the other parts or Brittany. 
Cnttaay " Immediately after the ratification of this treaty, 
dirs, and^ Francis II. duke of Brittany died in a very old age,* 
dare7ui^- leaving his daughter Anne under the tuition of tbc 
^«|^**«^p^- mareqhal de Rieux and the count de Cominge : 
daughter, bijt Philip de Montauban chancellor of the dutchy 
carried the young princefs to Guerande, where he 
made ufe of her name and authority to cloak hi^ 
own defignsi and his influence with her produce^ 
a quarrel between him and die marecha}, w^ich 
|>roved very detrimental to her own intcreft, as 
wejl as to that of her fubje^s. The king of Eng^ ' 
land, being informed of the duke's death, declared 
openly that he would confidcr the intercft of tte 

orphan 
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orphan dutchds as his own, and af(efted to fnakc ^« ^' '4S^i 
preparations for fuccouring her in the nK)ftcffe6lual 
manner. As the late treaty between France and 
Brittany was proviliorial, until the prctenfiori^ of 
Chacks to the fovereignty of that dutchy could be 
regulated, Henry's aim was to hinder the French 
king from taking the advantage of the duk^s death, 
and the confternatioft of the Bretons. He thought 
this plirpofe would be anfwcred by his openfy ef-* 
|?oufing the caufe of tlie dutchefs ; that Chariesj 
rather than come to an open rupture with Englarid, 
woiild abate in his pretcnfiotis ; that he himfelf ' 
would be chofen umpire of the difference, and con* 
iequently ivoid a war which would obfige him to 
tmpty his coffersf. In order to intimidate the ; 
FrencK 1cing» he fent ambaflkdors to the king of 
the Romans and his fon Philip the archduke,' and 
diijp^tched envoys to the kings of Spain and Portu • 
^4J^' as if fee intended to form a league againft 
JljrteS|K ^hom^ by a third cmbaffjs he prefled to 
l^hilh !an^^di8feren witH Bretagne by a new treaty x 
tt^in^ iSme tsne, hc'fem Edgecomb and H^nry 
!fty/iefv^of ch with offers of afTittancc to the young 
diitche/si and .powers to engage in his name forai 
ter<ain iiumber of troops, on fufficient fecurity fort ^^"^* 
a'rtimjburfemeht of the expence. ' 

' '1r^* affairs of Brittany engrofTed the attention of James iir. 
tlie' things of Iferigland and France to fuch a degree; knfeX'hls 
fhat they negiefted fending fuccours to their ally own fub- 
Jdmes III. king of Scotland, whofe rioblcs, with '^'^<' 
\i\i fon at their he^, had rifen in rebellion. He 
h4d rttired to the caftle of Edinburgh, ind foUi- 
fcitid'thd afliftance of Charles alnd Henry, who pro* 
tnileci to tend fofces to his aid : but his friends ad- 
Vifed hirri to fernove to the caftle of Stirling, 
ivjiich hd Wrtuld find more commodious for receiv- 
irig the fuccours he expefted from abroad. In 
compliance with this advice, he quitted Edinburglr, 
'6 and 
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A. c. J48S. ajj^ mai'ched with a fmall body of troops to Stji'- 
ling, wh^re he was/efufdd admittance^ by the go- 
vernor. He then endeavoured to return to the 
plACQ.froni which he had departed ^. but was pre* 
vented by the rebellious noblemen who had en- 
gaged him at Bannockburn, where he was defeated 
and, (lain., His fon James, at that time but fifteen 
years of age, was proclaimed king of Scotland on 
the field of battle by the vidors 5 and in the month 
fioehanan. of July fcnt ambafiadors to Henry, to notify Kis 

afi^ceSIon to the Scottifh throne. 
A.c.i4«9. Qj^ the tenth day of February, theEngfifh en- 
Hcniy fends yQyj concludcd a tTcaty with the dutches of Bre- 
i^tto'Sc tagne, by which Henry engaged to a0ift her Mtht 
Hutchefs of n reinforcement of fix thoufand men, on condition 
rctagnc* ^ jj^,^ py ^ into poflcffion of Certain pi accs, by 
»>»«•, ^^y of lecur|ty for the expence of this armament; r 
JTo that by this negotiation he provided for the fafety 
of Bretagne, without expending any part of thi 
' money he had received from parliament ; *dn xYft 
contrary, he contrived a method for laying it du{ t^ 
the beft advantage ; for by retaining the fi&cuntie^ 
he found means to be repay ed with intereft. The 
dutchefs was glad to receive the afliftanceof feng»- 
land upon any terms. She faw a French' army lA 
the heart of her dominions : fhe found herfelf witS- 
but troops and moneys and her principal fubjefts 
were divided among thenjfelves, by the moft ran* 
corous feuds and fadions. The marechal de Rieux 
had been appointed her tutor ; but Philip de Mon- 
tauban her chancellor, who had gained an afcen^ 
deney over her fpirit, reprefentecj the marechal to 
her in fuch a light, that Ihe refufed to own him as 
her guardian. Philip infinuated that he was a 
creature of the king of France, by whofe direftion 
he wanted to efFeft a marriage betweeji her and the 
lord of Albret, a nobleman unfupported by any alli- 
ance, who would .not be able to proceft her do- 
minions 
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tnlnbns. The marechal was fo incenfed againft A.c,H«gr. 
this rival, that he had not only refilled to admit 
the dutchefs into Nantz, but even threatened to 
befiege her in Rcnnes the place of her ordinary 
refidence. No wonder then that Montaobanrwho Arge«tr^. 
wa$ at the h^ead of the adminidration^ condloded 
fuch a treaty with the king of England, the*arri- 
val of whofe fuccours would fo ftrongly ibrdfy his 
inureft. 

The Engllih troops being landed in Brittany ih Tmty b«. 
the? rapnth of March, the French king began' to obwiM of 
think that Henry intended to aft with vigour in France and 
dcsfoice. of the dutchefs j and^ from the^embafiies P^^t^t. 
SQ ibmany difierent powers, he no longer* doubted 
tibat his aim was to form a powerful confederacy 
againl^ France. By the mediation of the German 
priDuces^ a0embled at Franckfort, a treaty was 
brought upon the anvil^ for a pacification between 
iH^n^^and Maximilian, as well as between Ma^imi-* 
li^9ffH^4 ^^ Flemings, He had ih bis power Mm^ 
gs^re^ daughter of the king of the Romans, whom 
^yitreaty he was obliged to nurry, as foon.as &t 
fhpiddirbe of age^ and he was intirely ignorant 
i^« ^1^6' private contrafi: between the latedtdceof 
Br^tagne and Maximilian, touching the .macriage 
of the duke*$ daughter. He therefore did not doubr, 4 

i^t his future father-in-law would be favourable 
tx> his intereft ; and in this opinion propoled to.the \ 

dutchefs Anne, that their difference fhould be- left 
%a the arbitfation of Maximilian. Her miniftry 
joyfully embraced this propofal, in full confidence 
that ihe would be favoured, by a, prince deftined to 
be her hufband *, and the king of the Romans was 
very well pleafed with thi& opportunity of adting as 
umpie, in an affair that fo . nearly concerned his 
own interefl. The envoys of the two parties af- 
iembling at Franckfort, foon concluded^ under 
Maximilian's arbitration, a pravifional treaty^ im« 

porting, 


27t HISTORY o> IiN6LAND. 

A.C. 1489; jf)oftitig,;.That Chirks (hould rcftore alll the platfdi 
he had conquered in Brittany, except Dlnan, St. 
Aubtn, Fougeres^ and St. Malo, which ihould 
be depofited in the hands of Maximilian and the 
duke <>f Boarborr; and that the Fi^nch troops 
ihould evacuate all the other parts of the dmchy : 
That Anne (hould fend back the Englifh troop». t 
That in April of the fucceeding year» a congreft 
Ihould be held at Tournay, where all differenced 
> lho«did be' determined ; and, in the meail tinK the 
parties ihould fend their reafons to Avignon to be 
examined afid difcuITcd by civiltaasi (hat their opi* 
nions might ferve as inftrudions to then* iBedxa<> 
tors. Though the articles of this treaty were 
agreeable to both parties, it proved ineSe(fhuL 
The places which Anne had delivered by way of 
fecurky to Henry, were garrifoned by five hundred 
English troops v and though the other auxiliary 
of that nation returned to their own country aftier 
the treaty with France, thefe five hundi'ed would 
not qui| Brittany until the king of England fhould 
be reimburfed) a condklon which the dutchefi 
cotzld not fulfiK' There the affair refted ; and nei* 
tber party fent rea(bns to. Avignon^ or ambafifadora 
toToomay. 

MaxitDiiiati , MiMt^ wMIe the miarri^e. between Maximilian 

SiKhefr of *^^ ^^^ young dotchefi wat negotiated with all 

Breugne by poffible fecrecy I and at length folemnized in the 

r«»y- mdnth of November, the prince of NalTau adling 

IS proxy for the king of the Romans^ and putting 

KfS fiadced Idg In bed With the dutchefsv as a proof 

of tonfunlnMcion v bdc this affair Was tranfaded 

wkh foch privacy, that neither Charles of Franc* 

nof Hdnry of England had the leafl: intimation of 

it for a whole year after the ceremony was perform^ 

tA* ^ AuRtyf^TtMiti^ that the wiar would ba re^ 

Itewcfd at foon a9 her niarriage fliould he divulged^ 

fcntthe^hanedtar of Montauban and elha^envoys^ 

- i to 
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to liertiahd faecours of Hcnrf ; and erigige In heir ^ ^- *49<'V 
liame, that Ihc, would never marry without hi5 
knij^wiedge and confent. They were Hkewife in- 
ftfu&ed to inform him of her formal proteft againil 
the eontrafl: which had been made by her ffther^ 
touching her marriage with the lord of Albretj 
and to infinuate that, as the marechal de Rieux eT- 
poufed the injercft of that nobleman, her dutchy 
was irt as great danger from her owii fabjefts as 
from the French monarch. This remonftrance ^y^^i 
had no efFedl upon Henry, who^ inftead of accom- 
ihodating the dutchefs with new fuccours, fent, an- 
other «nbaffy into Fraace, to treat with kingtfiarleg 
lkboi3t the termination of all the differences fubGft- 
ing between him and Anna of Brittany. He.wai 
|)erlu«dcd that Charles dreaded his junction witK 
the dutchefs fo much, that he would not only hf 
gkd to embrace equitable propofaldf of peface,^ bu{ 
even to purchafe it at any price he fhould 'thinK 
proper to impofe i in this opinion he ordered hii 
tfmbaffadors to demand the arrears of the penfionS 
which Lewis XI. had agreed to pay to j^d ward I V; 
by the treaty of Pequigny* In the mean time, h^ 
appointed commiffioners to treat with the envoyi 
from Brittany j and the whole rcfu}t of the nego- 
tiation wa3 a further fecurity for the money he hac| 
already difburfed. With refpeft to tixt fuccours fli? 
demanded, there was nd article iri thd treaty, H^ 
cottfincd himfelf to verbal promifes, that he woulc) 
never abandon thedutcheft. Imagining that Chfirle| 
Was fihcerely dcfirdus of peace, he thought fucH 
fuccours. were altogether unneceffary : but hating 
fttll an eye to rhe reimburfemerit of his money, hd 
demanded that the.^own of Nantz fhciuld be put 
into his power, bri pretence chat it was in dangejf 
of falling intp the Lands of the French; and h^ 
prdmiifeid faithfuflf t6 reftore it 6a the firft requifii 
tfort. Before he could gain this poinr^ however^ 
PP^46. T ihe 
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ii.c. H9<^ the. lord of Albret, having refigned all hope of eP 
poufing the dutchefs^ furprifed that rich city, and 
embraced the French party. Mean while Charles 
^mufed the Englifli ambafladors with evafive pro-. 
feflfions, in order to gain time, that he might be 
able to terminate the war to his own advantage, 
without referring the difpute to Henry, whofe ar- 
bitration he had no- mind to adopt, 
Henry aflift* D u ring thcfe negotiations, the duke of S^cony, 
^n^u ^"'^ who commanded in the Low Countries in the name 
midates ^f Maximilian, publilhed an edidt touching the 
*^*'^"- coin, to which the inhabitants of Bruges refufed ta 
fubmit •, arid thofe of Ghent joined in their revolt. 
The king of France,, whofe conftant aim was to 
fornenc domeftic troubles in the dominions of his 
neighbours, fent fuccours to the rebels, under thQ 
command of the marcchal Defquerdes governor of 
Picardy ( and,, on the other hand, Maximilian 
fent ambafladors to Henry to form a league againft 
Baconr Charlcs- The king of England, piqued at the in- 
difference with which his ambafladors were treated 
In France, and. unwilling to fee the archduke op- 
preffed by his own fobjedls, fent a reinforcement of 
a thoiifand men to Calais -, and ordered the lord 
baubigney, governor of that fortrefs, to march to 
^he relief of liixmuyd, which the Fleniings, with 
the afliftance^of the French, had invefted, after 
having taken Ypres and Sluys. Daubigney no 
ifooner received this order, than he marched at the 
head of two thpufand men, anci threw himfelf into 
Dixmuyd in the night, wichput oppofition. At 
day-break, he mdde a fally at the oppofite gate, 
and falling u^n the camp of the confederates, 
routed them entirely. This affair produced great 
€oldnefs between the kings, of France and England ; 
but Charles durft not complain, becaufe Henry had 
as good a right/ tp fupport the fovereign as he had 
to aflift the rebellious fubjedls, The Englifh mo- 
narchy 
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haired, findiilg Charfes ftrll more and more averfe'^*^'' mjo* 
tb^ah afceoi^imddation with* the dutchefs of Bre- 
tagfie/ thought pr^Dpef to take fuch public mea-.' 
fares ais wouW intimidate thitt prince into more pa- 
cific ref6}utioii$. In the beginnitig of the year he 
had renewed the treaties of alli&nce with Portugal 
and Denmark. InSeptember, he cdnclnd^d with 
Maximilian and his fon Philip a kagpe : againfl: 
France, for their mutoal defence zxid that of the 
dutcheft' of tirittany. At^ the fame time he pub- 
filhed a treaty conduded with FerdiaaAd and Ifa- 
Bella TiJv'er^igBS of Spain 5 by which th^ two par- 
ries engaged t^ ti^intain x ^ar agamftiFrance, until 
Chft'rteS' ftioutd have reftored RoqflHloa to Ferdi- 
naridi andiGuienne and Normandyto Henry, Tbey 
fikewife- agreed that Arthur ^prince of Wales Aould 
^ed 'Gatherihe infanta of Spain, .as foon^as the par- 
ties (hould behiArriitgeable. *. The Jeague, with the^x'"®"* 
king oT the Romans xeferred-tij this treaty j and 
t-hole 6hreij-p*inc^s engaged -to iiiva4e France atone 
time, each at the head of a feparate army^ to aft 
foi* iSSt intereft of the alliance, and the defence of 
the^<jfchefe of Bretagne.. This league, hovyever^ 
Was iio m6re' than a bugbear,, raifed ,;tp terrify 
(ths^rl^ intd pacific meafures. It ,was vyith the 
fanfe •'5/4ewv i^hat Heiiry cottcluded a treaty of alli- 
ance with /ohn Galeazo duke o£ Milan. Nor was 
I this artificTp altogether uhfuccefsful. The French 
; king begin to be afraid of a league, which would 
' ifot only interrupt him in the conqueft; of Bretagne,' 
.but alfo baffle thofe dcfigns which he had for fome 
( time meditated upon the kingdom of Naples. This • 
. apprehenfion hindered him from recommencing 
hoftilities in Brecagne, though he had a ftrong • 
army in the heart of that province, an^ the dutchefs 
was in no condition to check his progrefs. 
' Perplexed by thefe fuggeftions he refolved to 
fend an embaffy into England, on pretence of en- 
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A,c.i49o.deavouring to detach Henry from the iptcreft of 

charjes Anne, but in reality to learn: what be had cp hope. 

emtair^to Of to fear from the Englifti iix>narch. For this 

England to pufpofe hc chofcFrancis dc Luxembourg, vU^qudc 

Siir de Martigucs, Valcran de Sams, and Robert Ga- 

guin, minifter- general of the order of the.Trinky. 

Thefe ambaifadors arriving in England^ had aa 

audience of the king at Loodoa, at which nothing 

material was tranfaded : but Richard F0H9 biihop 

of Exeter, Thomas earl of Ormondt anid ibnue 

others, being appointed commifiionerf to treat 

with them, the general of tke Irinkyf at th^r firft 

conference, in a very humble Ipceeh, obfcrv^^ 

that he and'his collegues were fent to dcioaa^ 

Jeace of the king of England, for whor» Charles 
ad the mofl profound eftecm i that their mafter 
|)ropoled to make a conqueft of N^>l!e&, which wa» 
unjuftly detained from. him by a baft^rd.of the 
houfe of Arragon $. and that^ a^ti^r having finifl^d 
that enterprize, his intention was to carry \kh arms 
into the Eaft, and overthrow the Ottoai4n empve 1 
that in thefe fentiments he mad^ no fcrup^ to de<*^ 
mand peace of all the European princes^ thu h^ 
might not, by their means^ be diverted frm^ the 
execution of a proje£t that wouid redound fo much 
to the glory and advantage of the ch^ftiaQ reli* 
. gion ; and finally, that, as a mark of his. e^jec 
defire to maintain a good correfpondcrKre with the 
king of England, he, though undoubted lord pa- 
ramount of Bretagne, and confcqueotly btitl^ tQ 
the wardfliip of the dutchefs, defired that king^ 
Henry would confent to his difpofing of her m 
marriage as he fhould think proper. To this lowlf 
femonftrance, the chancellor, in the king's namev 
made a very lofty reply. He faid the g0od uo- 
derftanding between his mafter and the Frencli 
king was not to be reftored by words l?ut by 
^aftions 5 that,, wirfi refp^<a. to the marriage of An w 

dutcl 
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dutchefs of Brittany, king Henry had no intention ^•^- «49^ 
to intermeddle in the afifa^f, provided Charles would 
aA'by the lavtr and m^tby the fword; and as for 
his deligns ypon Ibe kingdom of Naples, he would 
only hiake one obfervadoni which was, that if 
Charks thought ht^ honour engaged to recover that 
realm, he eould not be Airprifed that the king of 
England would do hi$utmoft endeavour to retrieve 
the pofleflkm of Guienne^ ^Normandy, and the 
whole kingdom of France, which was his lawful 
inheritarice. The French ambafladors, furprifed at 
this declaration, anfwered with fome Warmth, that 
the king their fovereign was not afraid of fuch me* 
naces, and knew how to defend his juft right^ 
againfl: any prince or perfon who (houtd iattempt to 
invade them. The chancellor replied without cm©*- 
tion, that the king ezpeddd no other anfwer from 
them, but that he would in a little time fend am- 
bafiadors into France, m order to explain his in^ 
tentions to thwr matter. Mean while he aiked^ ii 
Charles would be contented, fhould the king of 
England confent to his difpofing of the dutcheft^or 
Bretagne in marriage, with an exclufion of his ovi^n 
perfon. To thisqueftion the ambaffadors replied, 
that their king was fo far from entertaining any 
thought of efpoufing the dutchefs^ that he had 
^giVen them no inftrudtions on the fubjefit* Heiiry, 
upon this oceaiion, fpun his thread of politics too 
•fine. His intention was to intimidate Charles ^ 
•and for that purpofe, he made ufe of a rhodomon- 
tade which produced a contrary tffcdc. The French 
king knew he was too wife to embark in fuch an 
eftt^rprize as the eonqueft of France 5 and there- 
fore interpreted his menaces into an artifice for 
detferring him from the conqueft of Brittany, whith 
he refolded to profecute without furrberhefitation* 
, In the momh of February^ the ki'vg, according 
to his^ promife, feat .ambaffadors to France, with 
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A.c. 149*- power to treat of all th^ difftrences fubfiftiftg * be^ ^ 
Charles be- twecii hiti) and Charles^ as, well ^s coDcerning tbe 
fiegesthe afFaifs of Brittany*, ^rKl,'to/i^4iately after he had 
difmifled theie envoys, ha received an eipbafly from 
Anne. Thinking it wnneceflTary tx> conceal heF mar- 
riage with Ma:)(imiUan 2^ny loAger from the know-: 
ledge of Henry, who aflTum^Athe name of her pro- 
testor, Ihe fent a folemn depytation, compofed of 
the prince of Orange, fhe count de Dunois, and 
the chancellor^ to nonfy it to him, and follicit his 
immediate fuccour. Charles was no fooner informed 
of this match, th^n he befieged the dutchefs in her 
capital city of Re.nnes ; and during the (iegev which 
Jafted fcveral months, Ihe fent repeated envoys to 
Hepry^ demanding afliftance. He made ufe of 
thefe prefTing follicitations, as a pretence for railing^ 
loans of money through the whole kingdom. He 
renewed the league t with Ferdinand and Maximi- 
lian, who fent two thoufand men to the afliftance of 
his wife, while his allies engaged to enter France at 
the head of two good armies, by the month of 
June in the following year. Not that either of thefe 
gllies intended to fulfil this engagement. Ferdi- 
nand was otherwife employed in the war of Gre- 
nada ; the king of the Romans was deftitute of 
troops and nr^oney ; and Henry, perceiving at laft 
that Bretagne qiuft certainly be conquered^ would 
-by no means engage alone in its defence. Their 
views the^refore in this alliance had a very different 
termination, Ferdinand hoped his league witji 
Henry would induce Charles to purchafe his for- 
abearance with the reftitution of Rouflillon. The 
king of the Romans wanted to involve Ferdinand 
l^hdj€enry in a war, of which he would reap the 
whole fruit, without bearing any Ihare of the la- 
bour i and the fole aim of Henry was, by the ter- 
ror of this triple alliance, to extort from. Charley 
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fccurity for the payment of the demands which he ^'^ '49"- 
had upon France and Brittany. 

The French kine, without being much diftiirbed '^^^ ^"*^^' 
by thefe negotiations, continued the fiege or Ren- to marry 
Bes ; but, as he made little progrefs in, his! opera- ^*^*^«- 
tions, and the feafon was already far advanced, he 
took a more efficacious method to fecure the pof- 
ieffion (rfB'retagne. H^ bribed all the counfellors 
of the young dutchefs, to perfuade her to renounce 
her marriage with Maximilian, and receive himfelf 
as her hufband. The princefs, who was then about 
fifteen years of age, at firft refitted all their folli- 
citations, obferving that (he could not in honour 
abandon a prince whom (he had voluntarily mar- 
ried. But they alledged that Maxiipilan had aban- 
doned her, in relinquiflbing her intereft iand living 
quietly in Germany, without oflfering to come in 
perfon and undertake her defence, or ' fending fuc- 
cours proportioned to her occafions. They repre-. 
iented that, confideririg the prcfent fituation of 
affairs, Brittany would certainly become a pro- 
vince of France, and Maximilian would mani* 
feft ftill lefs regard for her, when he Ihould fee 
her ftripped of her dominions ; fo that fhe would 
have the completed mortification to lofe her huf- 
band and her dutchy, and fee her fubjcdls reduced 
to flavery: that in marrying the king of France 
Ihe might fecure to herfclf the fovereignty of Bre- 
tagne, and prefer ve the liberty of her people : and 
that the age of Charles was more fuitable to her own 
|:han thatof Maximilian, >vhowa3 already advanced 
in years. The king of France, finding her deaf 
tl> all thefe , remonftrances, devifed another lexpa- 
diient to pver^ome her obftinacy. Knowing what 
an afcendency the duke of Orleans had gained over 
the mind of this youpg princefs, he releafed him 
from the tower of Bourges, in which he had been 
coAfincd fince the battle of Sti, Aubin, on condition 

T 4 ^ that 
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A.c.iOf. that he fhould employ all his tnfli^dce with lh« 

dutchtfs, in obtaining her confent to the marriage. 
The duke, tired of his imprifonment, readily un^ 
dercook the office, and repairing to Rennet; aduaUy 
reconciled the dutchefs to the propofal > (o that tb^ 
ML^al^!* match was concluded on the fixtcenth day of Dc- 

c-ember. 
Henry con- Whilc this affair was in s^ltation, Charles con^ 
liamln'ir'' tinucd to amufe the EngUlh ambafiadors, who 
and drciarct ^g^e no foottcr informcd of the purpofed inarriage 
gn'rt)^nvadp than thcy retired withoqt taking leave, and report- 
Trance. ed thcir difcovery to Henry, who was not a Httla 
c'ontbunded'at finding himfelf foegregtobdy dupedy 
and in fuch danger of lofing the money which ho 
had expended in the defence of Bretagne. Never-* 
thelcfs, he had ftill another advantage over Charles, 
of which he did not fail to avail himfelf. That 
prince had projefted tb.e cbnqueft of Naples j ^k| 
as a rupture in England would have greatly inter- 
ifered with the execution of his defign, ht fought 
to avoid it with the utmoft care and circumfpeftiPOD. 
Henry, being well acquainted with his- views, af- 
fefted tHc v/armefl refentment of the affront lie had 
received, and threatened vengeance againft tht 
author> As foon as his ambafTadors had made 
their report, he ifllied orders for levying troops 
and preparing tranfports, and declared he would 
forthwith carry the war into the bowels of Framce. 
Msjxiniilian breathed nothing but revenge, when he 
underfteod that he was deprived of hi^ wife in 
fuch an outrageous manner i he, like Heniy^ 
threatened to lay wafte the kingdom of France 
with fire aad fword $ and the ^rchibike Fhil^ de- 
manded that his fifter Margaret, who had been 
jbetrothed t6 Charles, might be fent back i&orti 
Paris, where ftie refided for her education. 'The 
fouirt of France however would FK>ia» |ei comply 
with thi^ demand, and ftemed to dwebard the 
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direats of father and fon by the moft fupercilious ^'^-ms*' 
negleft. All the attention of Charles was employ- 
ed in averting the ftbrm with which he was threat- 
ened from Spain and England \ for, by this time, 
Ferdinand and Ifabetla had (inifked the war againft 
die Moors with the redud:ion of Grenada,^ and 
loudly menaced France with an invafion, Henry Rynw^ 
feemed adually in earneft in his preparations for 
war. That his dominions might be-fecure oh the 
fide of Scotland, he concluded a truce at Coldftream 
with ^the ambafladors of James IV. fovereign of 
that kingdon). In the beginning of the year he ^' ^' ^^^* 
aflembled a parliament, to which he declared in 
pierfon his refolution to recover the kingdom of 
France, as the inheritance of his anceftors. He 
l^fflinded the members of the viftories gained at 
Crecy, Poidiers, and Agincourt, by afmall number 
of Englifh over the moft powerful armies of France ; 
mentioned the different powers that were ready to 
co-operate with his meafures in attacking that 
kingdom ; demanded a fupply fuitable to the 
gfeatnefs of the occafion, exhorting the commons 
to fpare the purfc of the poor, and let the burden 
*of the tax fall upon the wealthy. Though the 
commons had very little reafon to grant a fubfidy, 
confidering how the laft was embezzled, the.con- 
queft of France was fuch a temptation as they could 
not refift. They not only advifed him to engage 
in this enterprize, which in reality he had no mind 
fo undertake, but they fupplied him with uncom- 
jtRon alacrity; and, according to his defire, im- 
powered Mm to raife a benevolence from the wealthy 
p\irt of iiis fubjeas. ^ ^''•^"^• 

AftDer the fefTiOn broke up, the king received an Henry 


em- 


iembaflf from Charles of Frapce, with certain pro- ^^^'^^^'^** 
pofak, the nature of which never tranfpired ; tho* ^'nd*S ai 
in all probability, thofe envoys laid the foundaiion ^*^'' ' 
pf that peace which was conclude^ before the end 

of 
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A, c. 1492. of tije year. In the month of Jone, the queeil* 
was delivered of a fecond fon called Henry, who- 
fucceeded his father on the throne of Engjami. Im- 
mediately after that event, the king fcnt. a rein-, 
forcement of two and twenty ihips, and two thou- 
fand five hundred men^ to the archduke Philip^^ 
who had marched againft Philip de Cleves the 
leader of the revolted Fl^nings. Th^t chief retiring; 
to Sluys, was there beGeged, and £> hard prefied 
by the Englilh auxiliaries, that he was obli^d to 
fue for peace, and furrender the town to the arch- 
duke. Henry, who had no intention to profecutx) 
the war with vigour, foon began to flag in his^ pre* 
parations ; and fent ambafiadors to FranfLe on pre^ 
fence of manifefting his defire to terminate the dif^ 
pute by fair means, before he would undieath the 
fword of vengeance : at the fame time, he difpatched 
envoys to fummon Maximilian and Ferdinand, ta 
invade France according to their engagements. But, 
he knew very well they bad neither the incli-r 
nation per the power to comply with the arti^ 
cles of the treaty. Maximilian was deitituie of 
troops, and Ferdinand had a^'aliy begun a nego- 
tiation with Charles, for the reftitutioa of Rouf- 
iillon. |n the beginning of Auguft, Henry ifTued 
new orders for frefh levies ; and, in the courfe of 
the fame month, he appointed commifiioners to 
treat with, the Scottifh deputies at Coldftream, coo^r 
cerning a folid peace between the two nations. At 
length, he conftituted his fon Arthur prince of 
Wales guardian of the kingdom ; and in the be- 
ginning of Oflober repaired to Sandwich, where 
he embarked his army. Before he went on board, 
he received a letter from the marechal Defquerdes, 
propofingthat a negotiation for peace might b^ 
carried on in England: but, the king reiolved to 
^ oegptxate in France, in order to fave appearance9. 

He 
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IJe had fcarcc arrived at Calais, when his am '• ^* ^- '4$*" 
baffadqrs returned from tlje king of the Romans, ^^""^ , 
with an accouijt of that prince's being altogether ^ogne,^ "^ 
enable tp fvilfil his engagemeiits ; and in a few days 
after their arrival,- he received letters from his en- 
yoys in Spain, giving him to underftand, that Fer^* 
dinand had made peace with Charles, on condition 
of being rercftjiblifhed in pofleffion of Rouffillon, 
Henry affected great furprize and confufion when Sacai|« 
he learned thefe tidings, which were carefully pro- 
inulgated, as preliminaries of the peace which he 
.meant to conclude. He now 1 permitted, though 
.with feeming reludance, the bifhop of ^ Bath and 
Wells, and the lord Daubigney, governor of Ca- - ^ 
Jais, to open a congrefs with the marechal Defquer- ' 
des at Eftaples } and he himfelf began his march 
foi; Boulogne^ which hp invefted on the nineteenth 
iiay of Q<5tober, King Charles was then at Tours 5 
^nd though he could not be ignorant of Henry's 
preparatioiis, he had not even ailembled an army 
^o oppofe the inyader : a circumftance which plainly 
/proves, that the whole tranfadion was concerted 
oetween the two kings ; and that the fiege of Bou-r 
logne was no other than an artifice to difcourage 
the £ngli(h army with a winter campaign, that 
they might be ;he lefs. difpleafed with opacifica- 
tion. . . . 

In eight days after Henry undertook this fiege, P^^ce can- 
he received the articles of peace concluded between ^Japk^' 
(he commiffioners of both kingdoms, to this tEt£t : 
That the king of France fhould difcharge the debt 
^ontra&ed by his queen for the defence of Brittany : 
That he ftiould moreover pay to Henry the arrears 
of the penfion which his father granted to Edward 
IV. That^i as there was no fum fpccified in the obh-- 
gation of the dutchefs of Brittany to the king of 
Kngland, this la.i: Ihould produce vouchers of his 
l^ccounta to Fre^eh coinojiifiQOcr^, who Jhould be, 
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A. c. i49»i (^^ t0 England for that purpofe : Th« the two 
kings ihould name thofe of their allien whom the/ 
delired to comprehend in the treaty- $ and chat they 
fhould declare in four months whether they would 
Kpmt. or would not be comprehended : That, Ihould the 
king of the Romans and his fon Philip defire t0 
be included, and afterwards the king of Prance 
prefume to invade their country on any pretext 
whatfoever, the king of England fliould ht at li- 
berty to affilt them ; but (hould they, tn the con* 
trary, attack the dominions of Frahce, he (houid 
yield them no afliftance : That, ihould the two kings 
approve thefe articles, they fhould mutually give 
jioftages until the treaty could be Bgned and vatified. 
Though thefe articles were extremely agreeable to 
Henry, he affcded to hefitate and ftirt obJe^Hons ; 
and at length referred them to the cdnflderation of 
a general council, compojfed of all the noblemen 
^nd principal officers- in the army. Thefe were 
influenced and directed by fome of hts own crea- 
tures, and unanimouOy gave it as their opinion, 
.that the conditions ought to be accepted. The king, 
pretending to be determined by the advice of the 
council, confirmed the treaty, whidh was- ratified 
- in like manner by Charles ; and both fovereigns 
undercook for its receiving the fan&ion of theeftates 
of their rcfpeftive realms. The nature of this peace 
plainly proves that the war was undertaken Iblely 
with a view to the payment of the money expended 
in defence of Bretagne, and the revival of the pen- 
fion ; for there is not one word in the ittticles re- 
lating to Henry's title to Guienrte, Normandy, and 
the crown of France, which was his pretence for 
. beginning the war. It was ftipuiated that the treaty 
. fliould remain in force till th; death 6f both kings ; 
and that the fucceffof of him who (houki die firft 
fhould ratify the peace within a year after his ac- , 
celFiOQ to the throne. On the feme day that the 

peace 
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peace mts figned at Eftaples, the amb^fTadors o£ a. c. h^^z. 
Hnglaod and Scotland concluded a truce for two 
yfcars at Coldftre^ni. This treaty between France 
aad Engird gave great umbragp to Henry's fab- ' 
j^s, who not only repined ac Brittany's beiiig* 
amiexed ta t^us Fm&ch crawn^ but alfo complamed 
that he had fleeced bis people for the maintenance. 
of a war which he imd^rtook merely with a Tiew 
to fiU his own coi&rs. The nobility and ojfficers 
who had fold or mortgaged their eftates, in hope of 
pMrefermcnttfiJtheiervice, fcrupled not to exclaim 
that the Jcing had pkicked bis people to feather 
bmifei£ Hemiy was 0ot at all d^urbed by the(e 
ixuarmurs, which he wq :eidbled to difregard by: 
dfie payment of fercn hundred «and forty^^five thou** 
^d ducats for tlM eicpehce of his artnameot, and 
the pcomtfe of%&ye^and twenty, thoufand crowns 
yearlyv which were ipun&ually remitted iji tiie fe-* 
qucL He forthwith raifed the fiege of ^tito^^ 
and retreated to. Calais^ from whence he took Aip^ 
ping foe £ng}a|^t ^d anivid ia London oh the 
feiircnieefitli disy of December/ He wai( by thit 
tiflac beoonoe'extifeiDely odious to the Ra^Hh; who 
knpattd the lofsof Brittany to his dvarioe'and neg<^ 
lefL ' The^ ^cuied him of trepanning the com* a.c. 1493;, 
ijioris intb. a grazu of exorbitant taxes, on fal&'pre* 
tenoes ; . . of having extorted immenfe fisms ; itfe* 
^liy«' undcp th^ termof a Benevolence *, of havji^ « 
pxi^luded ail' ingloHous peace with the king of 
Fiaacc i of treating the qereefi harihfy i' and of de« 
fn-eCEyng aU tho& who had been well-wifhers to the 
lioufe of York. 

/ He was not ignorant of his pcc^le's difcofttertr, Acccurtit 
andffoKfew the ftorm to which he was alfterWards Sf^j"^ 
eapo&d; A new pretender to his cro^^n^ more 
dangerous than Lambert Simne), had started up on 
!tbe oominent, and aflumed the name df HiC^ard 
^kmtagenet duk^cf Yofk^ ;fecond fon of t^ jWnhf 

Edward,t 


2*6 HISTORY OF ENGl/AND; 

A. c. 1493, Edward, fuppofed to have efc^ed from the To^er,* t 

after the. death of his elder brother. ^ This prctcn- . 

der was a youth of very engaging appeirance and 

infinu^ing addrefs, who is faid to have been thel : 

foa of one^ Ofbeckva converted Jew of Tournay, 

from whence he returned ro London, where the . 

impoftor was born and cbriftened byithe name of- 

Peter : king Edward heing^ acquainted with-Oibeck: • 

and his wite, flood godfather'^totbe cbiidj who,? 

from the delicacy of his perfon, acquirifd the di-^' 

minutive appellation- of Pcterkin or Perkier* i Ed- '. 

ward himfelf is fuppofed to have: had ian amours 

with his mother; and from his refemblance xo that 

prince, . he was t hoiighf a proper, agent to peffimatc 

t4ie duke of Yoi"k. After having refidedfonie yeari 

in.Ei\^wd, he was ; by his parebts' ccmveyed ta 

Flanders, where JieconfortBdjchieiRy: with. Englifli 

comptny^ fb as ta: prefer vehi^ ori^rr^lianga^gei; 

^fid asrhegrew up4 *hc ^xhibitsed fuch aodompKih^^ 

ments;botir of . bcxij/ and: oinderfiindiiigas recom'< 

mbhdod' him to diie korice of rMargarer dbtchefs' of 

Burgvrfdyf /whblrefoivid to play hipiioff)as"a pre-* 

tender. t6 the jeiDwiv .of lEnglancL':. ^Bor this paf^ 

pofe Ihe tutored bim« hi private,* luitii he? was. per-. 

:. \ fcftly inftrufted with regard tb the depor'ttiient he 

ihouldiaflbme. He was. made ^acquainted with all 

the. particulars rdating ta Richard duke^X)fr- Yjorfci 

whom he was defigned to perfonatc^ as. well'as'witk 

the ftaturc andJineatnents;^of his pretended father^ 

iqpther, brother,, .fifiersp and .relati<Mi5; Xogether 

3y:ith all the tranfaftions of. Edward's coiiirr which 

a child of tlcvtn years of age might be foppofed 

, to obferve and rememb^i * He iikiewifc received a 

minwe detail of what pafled while he was in the 

.fan<5luary and in the Tower ; the manner of his 

,brother*ja death,, arid his own efcape. When he was 

.fully inftrufted, the dutcbe6 refolved.that he:ibould 

' pp^ly-daim tbie EogJiilh crown i- but, in the mean 

time» 
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rime, that her fecfet intention might not be pre- ^^^^ **5^* 
maturely divulged,^ (he fent him td Portugal with 
the lady Brfemfpton : there he continued a whole year, 
niitil Hehry declared war againfl: France : then (he 
defired him b;^/httcr to take (hipping for Ireland, 
and produce 'hirttfelf in that trountry, which Vvas 
devoted to thehoiife 6f York. He followed her 
direAioiis wkhout hefitation • and, landing in Cork^ 
^)crfaiiated Richai'd Plantagenet, fecond fon of Ed- 
ward IV/ 'He was imniediafely j pined by ar great 
nuinbcV of^ •pUftifanls^ jstnd wrote . to . the earls of 
Dfefmotid -and* Kildare, exhorting them to acknow- 
tetlg« Kis title^ ^nd join him with therr vaffals and 
^peftdantS^ • • Charlesf VIII. was H^ fodnei* i^^formed * 
iBff his Appearance in Ireland,*' HiM he. fent StepheA 
Tryoni who h-adbcenfortnfeHy in Heni7*s -fervice^ 
find- oile LtJcaS, -a^ iimb^(radp!*s to Pefkin,' to, af- 
jfijite hihi of his p^oteftion,- and invite hrm to his 
C0<lrt2 '* On his; arrival at Paris he was honourably 
feceived,' atk*i6wtidged ai ^ok^ of YoHc, anid ac^ 
commodated in a princely manner, till the peace v 

cf ' Eftaples, -when Henry erideavouredj without ftac- ;• 

oeft, to ptrfdadfe Charles to'deliVer up this pretea- 
der. The Frefftch king ^ould not violate the la w^ 
of hofpitality, though he promifedthat he fhould- 
havje' no afliftance from Frahce in his defigns' upon 
the ErigliiH throne*. /Perkin,- being thus cut off 
i^oxti all hope of fuccour^at the court of Francei 
retired to Flaftders, and addre(red himfelf as a 
Granger to the dutthlefe ^dowagen Margaret a(-- 
feftttl to douht' his veracity, and examined him in 
public touching the reality of" his pretenfions ;• when 
het made fuch pertinent anfwers, and demeaned 
himfelf witk fuch dignity of deportment, that (hi 
jafid:all the'fpeftators feemed fully convinced of his 
jbdqg the reaL-dtikj^ of York. She forthwith ac^ 
knowiedged him as- her nepkfcwi difiingdifl^ed him 
by the title :<tf the Whirtc Rofc.of Englafld,- ap^ 

pointed 
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A. c. 149^ gomtcd a guard for , hU perfon, and treated hint 
in all refpeccs as the true heir of the En^ifli tbmte. 
When cheiie circiun{taiK:es were knowA in £ogIan4» 
the people wtre extremely weU inclined la adppc the 
impdlurey P^^y through hatred to the king, but 
chiefly from a pirfiiaGoa that Perkin was the fcal 
Hichard Flanugpnet. Sir William Stanley, loi4 
chamberlain of the boufehold, the k>rd Fitzwalcer* 
Sir Simon Mouotford, Sir Thomas Thwaces, aact 
others> eog^d in a fecret conspiracy to favour , 
tbia^ youth's title, and Tent over . Sir Robert CUf* 
fQrd and W. Baily of Aldeburgh in HertfordAtirei 
to learQ the truth of whac wa9 tranfa£):e4 at thtf 
court of; lyUfgacet dutchefepf Burgyindy» Sir Ro- 
bert had feverai conferences with this prtneefst oivtlie 
iubjidSu After having converlied fiitquently widi 
iPerjkin, he wrote a letter to his confederates, m 
which he declared that he knew the peirfoft of ^ 
dukfi of York as well as he knew his own i w^ 
that this yoHth was undoubtedly the true Rkhud 

tonfyeit. ?J^^agcnet. . . 

jieavoursto . J^nry was not idle at this jqn^re; he had re« 

impure, ccivcd a coH^uftd imimation of tjie confpiracy, and 
employed emi0kies abroad to infuiuate th^nfeHes 
into the cqafideince of Perlpn jand his prQi£Are6f 
that they n^ight leara the particulars of the pee* 
tender's birth and education, as wdi as the names 
of thofe who favoured him in Et^and* Thic 
jthQie fpies might be fcreeoed from all fuiptdoa 
luxiqng the partiian& of Perkin, be caxikd tl^m to 
be excommunicated at St. Paul s, by' name, in thU 
bead-roll of thp king's enemies^ aceordii^ to the 
cuilom of the tip^es *, and he tamporesd with tite 
chaplains and confeflbrs of his nobility^ in order tm 
difcover their fecret. iDctinationfi* While he took 
thefe meafufes ^r di£;:overing: and drfeadi^tte 
confpiracy, he wa^ equally induftrious in Bad&iw^ 
fiat and promulgacis^ KOofs of tbe leal duke of 

York'* 


Vork's hartng been murdered in die Towitr. Sir A, C. 1493 
|«nes Ty rreU ^bo had bwn dne of Hcni*y*8 pie- 
ii^x>feehtiaiaQS in Ftmct ^- and bis fervant D^hton^ 
£iid CO have been concerned in that tragedy, were 
Examined; and i canfeiffed the. fad:^ as it hatjh bten 
fdated in the htftoTy t^ the preceding reign t but| 
hcnfereTy thetr aceount left tiie aifair imibme per^ 
plexity, and the kmg made na uie of k in any of 
Hts declaracions. Dightxm^ hpmver W9%. Sac M \U 
berty, and earned his pardon by divulgii^ : this cra« 
dition ; which, in all probabi&y^ was invented for 
the purpofe* •*. AH the intelligence tfa^ Heftry ob- 
tttned abroad amounted t6 no more than the Jame 
detail' ^ich we havie repeated ^ and Adrefefis it did 
not fully anf«9er his end, which was to convsnoe 
the world of the impofttttt : on the contrary, it 
fenred to confirm the opinion of many pec^le in 
favour of Perkin, becaufe it was fo de&SiVe an4 
ill atrefted. Tbey concluded, fnom Henry's known v 
iagacity, tKat if the yoathhad really been an im^ 
poftor, he would have traced him from his cr^le 
to his appearance in the chara&er of Richard FSani- 
tagenet, in fuch a manner as would have left no 
doubt of his identity. They could hardly, bdieine Bacon, 
that Charl^ king^of France, and the dutchefi Of 
Burgnndy, would have proftttuted the digiiity of 
pinces fo far, as to beftDw it i^oa a common ad- 
venturer ; and they took it for granted, that if the 
duke of Tock had been afbually murdered in the 
Tower, king Henry would have been able to prove 
die hiSt fo ckariy as to confute the pretenfions of 
,any counteifek* Thjere was ibmethtng^ very myfte^ 
rious in (he king's condoffc upoa this occalxon^ &r 
the intelligence he pretended to have receive from 
bis^ fpieft abrcrad, touching the life and advemuiea 
of Ferktn Warbeck, was not publilbed by pro* 
clamai^OA^ onin anyjother authentk manner; but 
drculated in vague and contradidory reports by 
NuKB. XLVIL U the 
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A.c. 1493. the coarticrs and their adherents. With refpeflrte^ 
t^ie death of the real dabc of York, Henry's ambaf^ 
lador at the court of the archduke, when defired to» 
produce the evidence, faid hismafter declined thao 
fort of proof, becaufe itinightbefaid,he'had tutored 
(he . witnelTes. Theie circumftances,^ added to the 
uncooinion j^aloufy he mani&fted towards the pte« 
tender, the great pains he took, and the Turns which^ 
' contrary to his nature^ he-expended in* countermining 

itymer. ^he eflforts of Perkm, perfuaded many people that 
the .youth was not an impofton 

^baV"to ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ Henry found, means to wiir 
X arcV^ over -Sir Robert Clifford' to his inter^. He fent 
tfux^t ^^ Edward Pdynings and Sir William Warham 
iSnT^" ^"^ as ambafiadors to the archduke, to complain of the 
duEchefs Margaret >as the author of this impofture ; 
and demanded that Perkin might be delivered into 
4iis hands, asapyrateor common enemy of man- 
kind, who ought liot to be proteded by the law 
of . nations^ The council of the archduke, having 
deliberated on this demand, replied to the Englifli 
ambafiadors, that, in confideration of the archduke^s 
£riendfhip forHenry,noatdfhou(d be granted to the 
pretender ^ but that the dutches dowager being ab* 
folutein the lands^afTigned as her dowry, he had no 
.authority orer htr conduft- Philip was the more 
indifferent towards Henry on this occaHon^ as he 
:had juft eohcludcd a treaty with Charles of Fcance, 
: who had ddivcred up his lifter Margaret, with the 
counties of Artois and Burgundy *, though he ftill 
'.^taiiiedfon^' places, which he promifeti.to reftore 
• 3Mrheo PhiligiihouId.be of age. * The ambafladora^ 
in jeporting the archd^keVanfi^eii, gave the king 
itoii^ndetftasid, th^t there was a col^fton between 
. that princt. and tberdut^hefs dowager, in the afikir 
- i^f Pcrkih v: ancj' Henry was fo incehied 'atPhilip's^ 
-} <0i?dud>: that he not only broke :Off' all/correfpon- 

* -! .: I ' , cknge: 
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ilence with bim, but alfo expelled his fubjeds from ^' ^^ H9i* 
the dottanions .of England. The archduke' re* 
tortedthbanimofity upon all the Englifh who re- 
fided in Flanders v but their refentment proceed- 
ed no farther, becaufe they were afraid of dach 
othen^ ... 

Meaii while the king of England Was cxadlly Divert pe^a 
informed by Sir Robert Clifford of the correfpen- ^aedoTa 
dence* which the dutchefs and Perkin maintained ""fpi^cy, 
with England. lo order to crufli the cdilfpiracy JJ. "^*^"^"' 
i)efbre it ifaould become too dangerous, he iflued 
orders jprivately for arrefting John RatcIifF, lord 
Fitzwalter, Siri Simon Mountford, Sir Thomas 
Thwaitear^ William Daubigxayi Robert Ratcliff^ 
Thdmas Chrefienor^ and fThomas Afhwood^ \irho 
weie amrehendedat the fame time, tried, convidlred 
of hofidingitreafonable correfpondence with Per- 
kin^/and ccmdemhed ta die- the death of traitors, 
rllie. lord FitEwalter was conveyed to Calais j ^ 

whete; in time^ he unighti have obtained his par- 
don, had not his impatience of confinement prompt-^ 
ed faim to attempt his efcape ; in whicli attempt 
bdngf dilcovered, he loft his head. Mountford^ 
RatictilF, and Dawbigncy', fufFercd the rigour of the 
hwy tmt the reft were pardoned v and many others 
oftbe.clergy,. as well a& of the laity ^ arrefted on , 
the fiime ftiipicidnv were difcbarged without trial. 
The lord chamberlain Stanley was. not yet appre- 
hended, either becaufe. Sir Robert Clifford had not 
informed againft him, otr the king wanted further 
proo^ .before he fhould be brought to his trial. 

The confpiracy being thus quelled in England^ X. c. ^>$4, 
Henry refolved to concert his attention to the af- g.^ ^i^„^ 
ima of Ireland, : where he underftood Perkin had Poynmg» 
ftillfptne. powerful friends and abettors* He ap. J^JiJ. 
pointed his jecond fon Henry^ an infant of two years ycmot of 
ofage^ viceroy of that kingdom J and Sir Edward ^'*^*^ 
Poy'nings^ ,his deputy^ with a very cxtcnfive power. 
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A, c. r494- ovcr thc civil as well as the military adiniiiiftrattm« 
At his arrival in Ireiaad he fet on foot « feveie in** 
quiry about thofe who were fofpefiled ;o£ difafitc^ 
tion ; and in a particular manner attacked the earis 
of Defmond and Kildace^ to wboip Berkin had 
written, when he fir ft landed at Cork. The fifft 
ftood upon the defeitifivB, and ekided t6e powisr of 
the deputy ; but the learl of KiUaoe. was &nt fd*^ 
foner to England, from whencB he was fooii dt£» 
milled to his own country, with markfrof tbe^kk^% 
cfteem and^favour ; Henry judging that, at fuchm 
jundure, he fhould gain more faf ads of cjemeo^ 
and indulgence, than by the exercife of rigcair and 
jfeverity. . In this ppii^ioo, he fent a comfsiiffiofier 
to Ireland, with a formal amnpfty in faYdurof the 
tarl of Eklmond, and ail the. rebels of that t!q«iitty> 
refolvifig, if po(rit>le, by fair means, ,to ftiifie. tke 
very feedsofrdKllioain aaiiland whem the iipufir 
pf Yprk hadfuch. a number lof.paftifans^ . IWiufe 
Poy;ning$ refided in Ireland he convoiod a p«e]i»* 
ment« vhich is famDUs on oecordi for the aCU il 
palled to the advantage of England^ and the £hg^ 
lifb fetded amxing tt^ Iri(h. Ooe of the&,, fitH 
known l^y thm name of ?ayningi's A&^ djbccoed^ 
That the parliament of Jceland could notibeafl^mn 
bkd until the gpntmt^ and oouodl. ibo^* haw 
mads the kiag acquainted wkhthe. caiUfesof its 
meetiiig, and received his majefty's. penmiffioii, -vom 
dertfaegceat feal. Another, law imposed, Thaa 
all the ftatutes of England fliould he ohferviai 

iri(i. of Ire. ^^ I^^^^ > suid theie two a£i2.are in fi>rce at tfa^ 

land. day. 

Hfnry^s a- Henry's avarice incnea&d txx &ch a degiee c£ 

I^^i^r^jn^** rapacity, that he emptoyed>ali h&s injrention » find 
out pnetenqes for amafliag fuma of m^ney ^ . and 
trumped, up the moft frivolous accufadona againft: 
weakhy individuals, that he miglm fill hds otiStii 
at tlietr . expence. ^ The& wer^ the gfinupg- efi^fts 
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©f a coveWus difpbfition, which was ahdgsthcjr in- ^' 
fttkbk ; fbr he had rio real tife for the money he 
thds extorted. = Hfe ivas it peace with all the world. 
He had bbtained from parliament two Very con- 
fiderable fubfidiesi of which he had expended no 
part biit what was repayed with ufury. He had 
enriched himfelf with divers cohfifcations, and re- 
ceived anntrally fifty thoufand livres from the king 
•f France. Thefe r5!fources, added to his ordinary 
avenues, rendered him the richeft king in Europe : 
y*t, not fatisfled, he could not refrain rrom fqueez- 
ing monejr otit of his people by forfeitures on pe- 
nal laws. The firft perfon of nbte who fufFered in 
this manner was Sit WiHiam Capel, alderman of 
London, condemned in the fum offcven and twenty 
, liundred pounds, fixteen hundred of if<rhlch he payed 
to the king b^ way of compofition -, but no part of 
Henry's conduft redounded more to his dijQbon- 
dur^ than his; profecution of the lord chaniberlain 
Stanley, to whom he, in a great meafiire, owed 
Ub efevatioh to the throne. 

We hare already obfenrid that this nobleman Lord cham- ' 
iftivoared the caiife of Perkin War beck, on the ^^ ^^ 
fUfjpofition that he was the real fon of Edward IV. viAed^f**^ 
ami pei'haps he was rnftuented on this occafion by ^jf^J^^. 
refentment againft Henry,' from whom he is faid headed. 
d^ have fufitered a repulfe, when he alked the earl- 
dom of Cheftcr. The king certainly had reafon td 
dr&id the ill offices of foch a powerful nobleman-; 
but in afi probsLbitity, his greateft crime wsls his 
gTf^at wealth, which exceeded that of any other 
EnglMh fubjeft, and captivated the heart of Henry ; 
foi* the charge againft him was confllrued into trea- 
ft>ft, by 9 very high^ftrained interpretation. In order 
tb accompRlh his iim, he direfted his informer, Clif- 
^rd^, to come over from Flanders ; and no fooner 
utlderftood he was arrived in England, than he 
toolc u|) his rcfiidfcncc in ^he Tower, that he might 
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A. p. »494. the more conveniently apprehend the delinquents 
Clifford, according to his inftrudions^ appeared 
before the council ; ^nd throwing himfelf at the 
king's feet, jmplored his clemency, which he faid 
|ie would deferve by declaring all he knew of the 
confpiracy. Henry promifed to pardon him, on thai; 
condition : then he proceeded to impeach fundry 
perfons, and among the red the lord chamberlain., 
The king affedted great furprize at thii declarationt 
bidding him take heed -, and threatening him with 
death, ihould his accufation be found falfe and ma- 
licious. Clifford perfifted in the charge j and the 
chamberlain was immediately put under arreft, 
IVext day, being examined before the coundl, he 
owned what was laid to his charge, and was con^ 
demqed on his own confcflion i though his whole 
crime amounced to no more than that he had faid, 
he would never bear arms againft Perkin War heck, 
^as he certain that, the youth was really the fon of 
Edward IV. Perhaps he thought himfelf fecure 
in the fervice he had done the king, and the great 
credit of .hjs brother, the carl of Derby, who had 

p4C04, married Henry's mother. Bqt he fell a facrifice to 
his great wealthy and all the favour he could obtain 
was the refpiteof ^ few weeks, that he might prepare 
himfelf for deaths which he 4id not fuffer till the. 
beginning of the fqllowing year,; when his poftof 
chamberlain wa& filled with Gi^s lord Dawbeny,. 
a nobleman of approved valour, and fufficiency. 
The king found in Stanley's cattle of Holt forty 
thouf^nd marks oif money, arwl plate, befides jewels, 
furniture, cattle, ^ndeffcfts t;Q ap immenfe value •, 
and an eftate of three thpufand pou^ids a . year. 
With this booty he confoled hirnfelf for the fecret 
curfes of his people, who not only detefted his 
^varice and ingratitude, but were overwhelmed 
Y|ith confternation at the fate of the . chamberlain^ 
Ivl^Q h^4 hem condemned for that q[ whic^i very 
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few Englifli, fubjefts ^*rere innocent; namely, fof^.c. 149^, 
|>referring the right of the houfe of York to that of . 
ithe reigning king. What augniiented their fe^f 
•was their perceiving thai Henry maintained Ipies 
to. watch the.condu6t of the chamberlain ^ and» 
ia all pcobabilityy. followed the fame praftice with 
other noblemen, who durft no longer ^onamuni- 
cajie their fentiments, left thofe whom they, trufted 
8s friends, Ihould turn out informers, and betray 
their confidence : but, what they durft not imjJart 
to their intimates, they vented, in fevere libels and* 
fatires againft the judges^ the council, an4 the 
king hiniffelf » who was fo provoked by thofe far- 
-cafms, that he ordered five mean perfons detefted 
in difperfing the papers, to be executed as traitors. ibi4. . 

In the courfe of this year, his favourite Richard 
Fox bifhop of Bath and Wells was tranflated to the 
fee of Durham ; and ^the king's ' fon Henry was 
-created duke of York : he was at the fame tim^a ^ 
made knight of. the Bath, and feveral noblemea 
and perfons icif rank were likewife admitted into 
chat order. Young Henry was afterwards ap-. 
|>binted warden of, the northern Marches, for d©-. 
fence of which the earl of Surrey began tp levy 
ibr<%s, as the king had fome reafon to doubt the 
fc-iendih;p of James IV. king of Scotlafid.. In tbe^* ^- ^9$^ 
ftjmmer, .king Henry, .in order to ppnvinqe. tho 
world, thkt the proceedings againft Sir Willian* 
Stanley had not at all diminifhed his regaird for 
bis brother the earl of Derby:, or his alFefl;ion fojr /. . 
his own mother the wife of that nobleman, made ' ' ' 
an excurfion to the ^arKs houfe at Latham, where, 
he ftayed three, days, and fteme^ very well plcafed 
with his entertainment From t;hence he made a 
progrefs thrp^gh Yorklhire •, and while he was ab- 
sent from the fouthern parts pf this king4oni, Per- 
kin Warjxck refolved to try his fortqne in -Eng- 
land. Being fupplied with fome troops and vellels ^ 

V 4- : by 


I 


Perkiq 
Warbeck 
makes an 
attempt 
uiwn the 
coaft of 
Kent. 


±96 HISTORY at ENGLAND, 

A. c. 1491^. by the dutchefs of Burgundy^ he fet ful in Jm^j^ 
and arriving on the coaft &f Kent near Sandwic^ 
landed ibme of his people, to found the inclinadona 
of the natives. Thefe endeavoured to c^gdethe 
Kentiflimen, by aflUring^ them that there w$s a 
ftrong armanaent fitted out in Flanders £dr fup^ 
p(Htins the title of the d»ke of ¥ork -, iaoit the 
Englim perceiving they were all foreigners and 
freebooters, inftead of joining them, . con^ted the 

fentlemen of the county, who advifed them to ailura 
erkin a(ii0pe with fair pronxi&s, and then make 
fure df his perfoni They accordingly cook to their 
arnriS) and nnarching down to the fea^fkle, invited 
ifht pretender to land, with aflurances <if riflting 
their liv^s in his fervice. But, he was difiuaded 
from trufting himfelf in their hands, by hi$ fecrc- 
fary Frion^ who^ from their delaying this declara** 
tipn (b long, and then appi^aring in regular bands^ 
condludefd they were pare of Henry's £orces% Ow 
thi^ fuppodtion he hindered Perkin from landing in 
ptihn. The Englifh finding he (lifpeded theiii 
defign, feU upon thofe whom he had fent on ftiore, 
and put thein s^ll to the f^f^rd, except about oqa 
hundred and fifty, who were bj^ought prtfoners tq 
London^ ^nd hanged in difiSsi^nt partis of the coai^ 
by ihe king's order : mean whik IPerkin, ftamfl^ 
fhe difafter of his people^ hoi^d iaii and leturnt^ 
F]ande^$. 

Xn^ kii^g rfct^rning from his pvogrefs la ih^ 
north, afiembled a parliament on the thirteench 
^y dFQ^^ober ; and divers laws w^ ms^efor the 
0a4 ^tid conveniehce of the fubjeft. Among thefe 
t^ moft remarkable wa^ a ftatute, 0(idmni|ig, That 
ifto peifo^ afl^fting, in arms or otherwife^ the king 
for the tinf^e beings fhotild be afterwarilv called td^ 
account, cf attainte<^ on that accufa^ion. This^ ftar 
^e appe^r^ at firft fi|ht to have been enaded in 
tayqurofihepepple-, but^^u^w^^my it;>?j» qalcu^ 
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MkI to binder ihdividtkls irotn prying too nar- a* c. 1495; 
roi^Iy iotothe king'Sifikle, which they! would have 
|iQ longeir dccafion to itiveftrgate, as this provifion ^ 

-WBB'th^e for cheir fafety* There was another law Rot. VuU 
pdlcd ibr obiiging thofe who h&d complied with 
the tax called Benevolence, to pay their arrears 
wichfai a tertadn time ; an .a& which brought large 
(bins , 'mo the: king's coffers, is great part of tbe 
tax lemained unpayed on account of the fhbrt da- 
ntkfn of the French war^ for the maintainance .' 
of which it was granted : the archbifliop of Can* 
M'bury owed fifteen hlindred pounds of his pro-' 
portion. 

During the feffion of this parliament, Henry ^^b^k 
received intdiigence that Ferkin Warbeck had la^sTn 
haded in Irelaml, where he ejipedted to find ef- ^'^^^**' 
foduai fupport from the friends of the houie of 
York, from whom he had formerly met with z 
ikvourable reception. But, by this time, the king 
fmd his deputy Poynings, had taken fuch pruden; 
mettftrres to prevent any difturbance in that king*. 
ddm; thv no perfott of any cohfcquence declared 
in his behalf) fo that his friends advifed him to 
ibllkit fuccour of James king of Scotland, who 
wa» iiipon very indiflfei^nt tcarms with Henry. The 
dotche^ of Burgundy had enured into a fecret ne- 
gociAtion with that. prince, who, in alt probability, 
h^ lengaged to affift him before he failed from 
Ffanii^l^ 5 aftd the youth is faid to have been re* 
jODmnaended to his prdteftion by Maximilian, who 
^mi focceeded hi^ father Frederick as empefor of 
Gietifutny,' (he archduke Pfeilip, and Charles king 
ofFi^ce. Ferkin, feeing no hopes of being fup- Fro« 
pofmd'in IrejMul, and Henry haying putthe whole 7e^Z\!^ 
(boaft of Engijmd in a poftqreof d^nce, failed to $c<«iaii4» 
S^odaikt, ' ^itd mpn^^ to Bdiitbtirgf^ ^ei^aoded 
fm audien^ «f James, ih quality of duke of Tork, iR^juian, 
t^itg tmfPiiA&ly ft^tnitted tgi that kin^*» prefenccf, 
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A.c 149$. he in a public (peech recapiculated tiit vicifficiidei 
of fortune he had undergone, and implored his 
•nd is hofpi* friendfiiip and afllftance. James recei^red him with 
ceWcd*b 8^^^^ hofpttality, acknowledged him as the fon of 
tbekincEof Edward IV. beflkowed upon him in marriage his 
that coun- Q^jj kinfwoman Catherine Gordonj daughter to the 
earl of Huntley;, one of the moft beautiful and ac* 
complifhed young ladies of the age -, and promiied 
to fupport his pretenfions with the whole power of 
' his kingdom. James was knight-errant enough to 
efpoufe the caufe of a prince in diftrefi, without any 
other motive than that of glory : this however, was 
reinforced by the recommendation of Charles the 
French king^ whofe intereft it was, ia'a particular 
manner, to embroil Henry at home, that he might 
not be at leifure to join a league of the Italian 
. princes and ftates, which was formed tQ pppofe his 
defigns upon the kingdom of Naples. 
Ficjich Charles had paffed the Alps at the invitation of 

iring'aexpe- Ludovico Sfotza, nephcw to John Galeazo duke 
ir^i«r of Milan. He entered Italy without oppofition^ 
obliged Peter de Medicis, who governed the re- 
public of Florence, to furrender four of his ftroi^ft 
places into hi$ hands, and accommodate him with 
a fum of money. He made a triumphal entry into 
that capita], where he publifhec) a manifefto, ex- 
plaining his pretenfions to the kingdom of Naples : 
then he repaired to Rome, of which he took pof- 
fcflion, while pope Alexander VI. (hut himfelf up 
in the caftJe of St. Angelo, for the fecurity of his 
perfon. After having garrifoned the beft {^aces in 
the eccledaftical ftate, and received cardinal Caeiar 
Borgia the pope's baO^ard as an hoftage, he b^an^ 
' his march from Ronie to Naples; Alphonip king* 
of that realm, was jfo terrified at his approach, that 
he refigned the crown to his fon Ferdinadd, and 
retired to a monaftery, in which he di^ b^re the 
tflid of the year. His foo advance^ towards the 
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frontiers, in order to ftop the pr9grefs of Charles ;. a- c. 1495, 
but was abandoned by his forceis, and returning 
to Naples, was r^fufed admittance. In this extre- 
mity he retired to the little ifland of Ifchia, after 
having left garrifons in the caftles that commanded 
his capital.. Mean while the French king continued 
his march j was received into Capua ; all the other 
towns of the kingdom fubmitted to his power : 
the city of Naples opened its gates at his approach :/ 
and, in a few days, he made himfelf matter of th/ 
caftles. He was fo intoxicated by fuch a torre'rit 
offuccefs, that he neglefted to take proper mca- 
fures for the prefervation of his conquefts. Jiis . 
foldiers became extremely odious to the inhabitants 
of Naples. As he had not troops fufficient to gar- 
rifon all the towns that had fubmitted, they gra- 
dually fell off> and declared for their own fove- 
reign •, and a powerful league was formed againft 
him by the pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, 
the archduke, the king of Naples, the republic of 
Venice, and his old friend Ludbvico Sforfa, who 
had by this time poifoned his uncle, and fucceeded 
to the dutchy of Milan ; fo that he had no farther 
occafion for the friendlhip of Charges. Thus cir- Mwrai. 
cumftanced, he thought it high time to retreat to / 
his own dominions ^ but, the allies had already' 
aflembled an army of forty thoufand men, and 
pofted themfelves at Fornova, in order to difpute 
his paffage. Though inferior in number he gave 
theni battle without heGtation, and obtained a vic- 
tory, by which he made his retreat good. In the 
mean time, Naples fubmitted to its own king Fer- 
dinand, and almoft all the other towns of that 
kingdom followed the example of the capital. The Bef,^ ^t^^ 
duke de Montpenfier, whom Charles had left with ^-^^^ 
a fmall body of forces in the place, retired into one 
of the caftles, where, after fuftaining. a fie^ of 
three mpnths, he was obliged to capitulate. Thua 
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A. c. 1495' Charlc$ toft the kingdom of Naples in a$ mbft a 

rime as he. had expended in the conqueft of it. He 

fprmed feveral projefts in the lequel for retrieving 

his acc^uifition ; but (uch difiiculues occurred, that 

rfiey were never put in execution. 

Treity be. [. About tWs pcfiod the emperor Maximilian viGted 

bnrrndX ^^^ ^^ Countries, the government of which he 

archduke ftCigntd to his fon Philip, though he was not yet 

Philip. 1 £ ^g^ , ^^^ jj^jj young prince, about the latter end 

of the year, fent an embafly to Henry, defiring 
that the treaty of commerce between* his domi- 
nions and England might be renewed « As this 
prbpofal was no leis advantageous to the Englifli. 
than to the Flemings, they fucceeded without dif- 
ficulty in their negotiation^ In thp month of Fe- 

A. c, 1496; bruary, a treaty of -peace and perpetual f riendfhip 
was.conclvided between the two fovereigns ^ and 
the commerce was regulated to the fatisra|5tion of 

Ityi^i bpth nations. By one of the articre$ of this treaty, 
Philip engued to hinder the dutchcfs dowager of 
Burgundy, irom giving (heheror protedlion to the re- 
bellious fubje<5ts of the king : and by another^ it was 
ftipulated. That a veflel belonging to the fubje^ls of 
cither prince, thij^wrecked on the coaft of England, 
or the tiow Countries, Ihould not be liable to con- 
filcatiori, provided a man, a dog, a cat, or a cock^ 
remained alive on board. The Flemings called 
this the Great Treaty of Conimerce, not only be** 
caufe it contained many articles, but alfo in con- 
ttadifttfiftion to anotberj which was made in the 
fec]^el, and known hy the appellation of the Bad 
treaty^ becaufe not fo advant^^ous td the Low 
.Countries *. ^ 


L^ - 


^ in this year, the fcJng granted a di tton/ that after all tlieezpencei&oiilfi 

^ttfitf 'td Jofcfn Calwt, a Venetmn, U dhdtx&ti^ht ihould ittfeiVr<toe 6M\ 

anVKis IhrlM foils, fft &U!i6irtnti^ iie# of thfi prd6t« Ad. Pub^ 
l^i^df 4i#^r the En^tfli Ai^i efr«(»R« 

^ During 




HENRY Vn. Sai 

During thefe- tranfaftioM, Perkin Wurbeck in- ^'^' »49*^ 
finuated Juimfelf ib far into the good graces of the The king of 
Scottffb king» that be undertook to place him on f^^EiJJ^.*'"' 
the throne of England) and being aflured that the ^nd, ac- 
Englifli >;S(6uki declafc for him in great numbers, byTpCTk^ 
a$ foon aa he^fltould appear in that kingdom, pro-^ watbeck. 
perly attended,, he raifed'a nitnnerous army, which ' 

he coodiiftedi in perfoa to Northuntberiand, ac-r 
compamed by^the pretepder; There he puUiihed 
amailifefto, in which. he inveighed againft Henry^ 
as 201 ufurper, tyrant^ and murderer ^ and pro*- ^ 
mtfed hooours and advantages to thole whoihoutd 
join their lawful prince, and help to deftroy the 
lohber who had deprived him cf his: throne. TIu8« Bacon, 
though a fpirited remGunftraaoe) had very little ef<j . 
ff& upon the Engliih, who were nattonally averfe 
to the Scots, and by this tinoe &i indmidaited by 
the fttcceis and feverity of the ctigning kii^, chat 
they iwioiild no kmger rifque their lives and fortunes 
in behalf of a Arranger, even though they believed 
him to be the fen of Edward. '^ James, feeing no 
hopes of bsang joined by the Engliih, anduaw;]^ 
liog to lofe^his labour, nuraged tbc county of 
NDrt^umbqriand wkh fire and fwcntd.^ TheaPer* 
kiflf pCQtending to be touched with the misfoN 
tunes of the people, conjured him in public, with 
tear&in his eyes, to i^are his wretched fubjeds ; 
proteilif:^ he would rather live the life of a fugitive 
aad vagabond, than be die caiife of mifchief to his 
cduBtrym^n. The Scot anfwered, with a iarcaftic 
fmile, that he was too generous and tender of that 
videh did opt bdong. to him ^ and that he would 
make an excellent fteward fbr his adverfary. James 
hearing that an EnglHh army was on the march to 
give him battle, wa? loth to expofe the immenfe 
ix)Oty he had' obtained to the chance of an en-^ 
gagement ^ and therefore retired wkh expedition 
iflCQ his own country^ Henry was not ^ little dif ^ 
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A.C. '49^. gufted at this expedition, though it had nc«: been 
. attended with any important confeqoence* He 
knew his fut^eds were generally difaiFeidted ; that 
the Irifli were ftrongly attached to the houfe of 
York ; and that Perkin was ftill at hai^, to profit 
by the firft favourable opportunity that might oc* 
cur. In order to fecure himfelf on. all hands, hc^ 
granted, a general amnefty to all the Irifli who had 
declared for the pretender, that they might not b^ 
induced to rebel again by die fear of punifhmeftt. 
He employed Richard Fox bifliop of Durham^ to 
enter into a negotiation with James; ^ of his own 
accord, and treat- of a marriage between that prince 
' and his. eldeft daughter Margaret : he had already 
engaged in the league of Italy againft Charles VIII. 
of France ; and now he fent ^imbafFadors t» Ferdi^ 
nand and Ifabella, to confirm the former alliance, 
and renew the engagements for the marriage be- 
tween his fon Arthur prince of Wales and their 
third daughter 'Catherine. . . 

With refpeft to Scotland, notwithftanding the 
plan he had formed for a pacification^ with that 
kingdom, he would not let (lip any opportunity oi 
demanding/ a fubfidy from parliament, which he 

A. c 1497. therefore convoked in the month of January. Ifi a 
fpeech to both houfes, he expatiated upon the in-- 
fult he had received from the king. of Scotland^ 
drew a pathetic pifture of the miferies which the 
people of the North had undergone, in the time of 
3 truce, when they had no reafon to expedt fuch 
hoftilities ^ and declared, that the honour of his 
crown, and the duty he owed to his fubjeds, woiikl 
not permit him to bear fuch an indignity, without 
taking fignal vi?ngeance on the invader. The par- • 
liamcnt underftood the hint, and voted a fubfidy of 
one hundred and twenty ihoufand pounds, befide^- 
two fifteenths ; which were no fooner granted than- 
the alfembiy was diimtfTed.: He did not at all doubts 
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tfrat his negotiation with Scotland would fuccccd j A-<r. »^97^^ 
and therefore, that he might have the fubfidy in 
bis Gof&rs before the peace fliotiM: be concltKied, 
lie ordered his commiflioners taievy ic with all ppf- 
fibte difpatch. Thefe coUeaors met with unex- of^hTcJr 
peded oppofition in the copnty of Cornwal, the "iflMuca. 
inhabitants of which loudly complained that they^ 
fhould be faddled with fuch a grievous impofitiony 
on account of fome damage which had been done 
at the other end of the kingdom. Thefe murmurs 
were encouraged by one Michael Jofeph, a popular 
and faftiouis hlackfmith of Bodmin, and Thomas 
Flapimock a lawyer of a very turbulent difpofition, 
who aifiired the common peo{de,.that the fiefs de*^ 
pending upon the crown were the proper ftinds af- 
ii^ed for the maintenance of war ; that the pof- 
feflbrs of thofe fiefs held them on conditfon of de- 
fending the frontiers ^ that theking ought to apply 
to them, in cafe of aa invafibn from Scotland, and 
ROt pillage the kingdoni under the fanftion of par- 
liamenl. He faid it would be Ihameful to fubmit 
to fuch imppfition, which was the work of evil 
^minifters, that made their court to the king at the 
expenceof the poor people; that they ought to ' 
cake arms i^i their own defence; without injury to 
any perfon .whatfoever, go and prefent a petition 
to his majefty, intreating him to eafe them of 
Aich a burdenibme tax, and punifh his pernicious 
counfellors, the chief of whom were archbifhop 
Morton and Sir Reginald .Bray, the two mini« 
iters whom he confulted in all bis money tran- 
faftions. The populace being thus inflamed, the ^^^^ 
lawyer and . the blackfmith ofiered to . conduct 
them, until they fhould be headed by fome peribn 
of quality, which thay were * afiured would be the 
eafe ; and they forthwith armed themfelves with 
iuch weapons as they could procure. Under the 
diiie^tion of theiie two inci&ndiariQS,. they marched ' 
.. .\ throxigb 
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4'C. i4f7* thpottgh the counties of Devon and Sdmerfec, ilmt^ 
numbers coatiaually increafing in their route; At. 
Taunton they inurdtttd a.colkdar^ who had been 
very rigorous in the execution c^ his office ; and 
this was the only adfc of violence they oommitted. 
Ac WeUs they ^ere joined by the lord' Audeley, 
an unquiet and ambidoua nobleman, who^ beingi 
<;kofen their ^neraU xonduded them co &ilifbury^ 
and Wiadicfter, . without albwing them to do the 
kaft injury to the places thcough which they pafied* 
Ijail^doiijillaaxi^ according 

to tkfiir origin^ defign'^:>thei|f..tttiniEdoff towards 
^ent, in hope! . oC hf^v jo^d bf . the peofiie of 
that county) jv&o wmla^to bevery.naloosfer 
the libsity ofche ful^eft : bur they. «eie4i%fpoatc« 
cd in their eiopoAatioiK; The xibbteraeii and £nee«» 
holders of Kent had taken iuch precacuibnato.pce^ 
\rtf t aa mfoece^ohy that, the ComiQimciPi were 
bot jcfined by one perfoi ini die ceumy : svcitcum^^ 
ftancewhic&idifGDtraglEsdagrKtt nunEiberof thp in&^ 
fui^ms td inch a de|^^ that they retired .to thdt 
own habitations, i The reft, however, animated \oj 
the back.waitihe& of tbe':king, who had made n» 
actcmpt 'tO' fiop ch^ir^ peogrefs, cominvod tA^m- 
match, boHfting that tirey.;windd. either mvm him 
battle on tdde London under his eye. With 0iia 
refohition they prootedqd as fat as Blackbeath, and 
encamped bstv^eik Ekham and Gftexup^ich. 

When the king firft heard of tins anfiirpad&Hi 
he bad ^already raiftd an army for the Scottillii^»i% 
and gWea the command of te to the tond olwmfaer- 
kin Daubeney i bur now he yefolred Co kakjp the 
faeft part of the troops in die ibuthern part cw the 
kingdom, and fent the earl of Swrnry witdi a dtf- 
tachment to guard the north^ti^ ftontiers. Und^i^ 
Aanding that the lebste did not waifte the cauntry 
in their niarch, be coHtintied inaAvve, diat he 
might judge oi^ the difaffeftfon-that^ pre^alisd in tbe 

counties 
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counties through which they pafled, by the number ^v^- "4»7.' 
that would join them in their route : he was not 
without h<^e that they would difperfe of themfelves, 
tired of the length and hardlhips of their march j 
and, fhould they proceed to the neighbourhood of 
XiOndon, he foreftw that they would be more eafily 
and effeftually crulhed, at fuch a diftancc from 
their own country, than they could have been in the 
•wcftern parts of England. The citizens of Lon- 
don were overwhelmed with confternation at their 
approach, until they faw the king exert himfelf in 
carneft for their defence, and even pjace himfelf be- 
twecn them and the danger. , He no fooner under- dcfSteToa 
•flood that they had encamped at Blackheath, than B^»«Wi«»th. 
Jie divided his army into three bodies, one of which, 
trommanded by the earl of Oxford, marched round 
-the hiil, in order to cut off their retreat, and attack 
them in the rear, fliould it be found neceffary to 
pradlife that ^expedient. The lecond, under the 
.condud of the lord Daubeney, was deftined to 
charge them in the front ; and Henry himfelf, with 
the third diviQon, encamped in St. George's fields, 
with a view to reinforce the others occafionally, or 
-throw himfelf into London, in cafe of mifchancc. ' 
:The(e difpofitions being made, he declared that he 
would give the rebels battle on Monday, though 
his intention was to engage thern on Saturday, 
which be decmied fortunate in all his enterprizes. 
By this feint he hoped to find them unprepared ; 
and it fucceeded according to his wifti. On the- 
twenty- fecond day of June, towards the clofe of 
day, the lord Daubeney marched towards them, in 
order of battle. Having defeated an advanced 
guard at Dcptford- bridge, where they -made a vi- 
gorous ftand> he afcended the hill, and found them 
pretty far in the heath, drawing up in battalia, not 
without manifeft confufion j for they did not ex- 
pert to be attacked till Monday, and in that no- 
N^. 47. X tion 
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^' ^' '497' (Jon fuftercd themfelves to be furprifed. Nevc!^' 
thelefs, they fought with uncommon courage, tbo^ 
in a tumultuary manner, and killed above three 
hundred of the king's foldters, with arrows of ^ 
very uncommon length. The lord Daubeney at- 
tacked them with luch fury and precipitation^ that 
he was taken prifoner in the beginning of the ac« 
tion, but immediately refcued by the valour of his 
men, who charged with irrefiftible fury, and the 
, rebels were routed with great flaughter j for when 
they attempted to fly, they found themfelves inter- 
cepted by the earl of Oxford's divifion. The lord 
Audeiey, Flammock, and the blackfmith were 
taken ; and of fixteen thoufand, to which their 
number amounted, two thoufand fell 'in the field 
of battle: as for the reft, they fubmitted to the 
king's pleafure. Audeiey was beheaded on Tower* 
hill ; Flammock and the blackfmith fufFered at 
Tyburn, the latter expreffing great fatisfaftioti 
that his name (hould be ftimous in afcer-times j and 
-all the reft were pardoned by proclamation. 

While Henry was employed in quelling this re- 
bellion, the king of Scotland, judging this a fa- 
vourable opportunity, made a fccond irruption in- 
to England, and invefted the caftle of Norham ; 
but the earl of Surrey marching to its relief, he re- 
• tired to his own country, whither he was purftied l^ 
the Englifh general, who took the caftle of Ayton, 
treaty of ' fittiatcd bctwecn Berwick and Edinburgh. The 
^j,eacc be- i^jng of England defired nothing more than a 
ry and the"' pcace with James, by which he would not only be 
kinp cf freed from his apprehenfion of Perkin Warbecb, 
Scotland. ^ ^^^ ^j^^ j^^ enabled to fave the fublidy in his own 

coffers : but he was afraid to make the firft over- 
tures, left he fliOiild meet with a repulfe. In re- 
flcfting upon this fubjeft, he bethought himfelf of 
a fit agent for negotiating a peace between the two 
nations, without his fuffbring in point of honour. 

" Thia 
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jChis was Don Pedro D'Ayala the Spanifh ambaf- A.c. 1497. 
iador, fent by Ferdinand and Ifabella to conclude 
the contraft of marriage between the prince of 
Wales and the infanta Catherine. This envoys '^*^"* 
who enjoyed a great (hare of Henry's confidence, 
undertooK to vifit the king of Scotlahd^ and as*; ' ' ' -'^■ 
from himfelf propofe an accommodation. He 
accordingly fet out for Edinburgh, and executed 
his commiffion, oii pretence that nothing would 
afford morepleafure to his matter the king of Spain, 
than to fee two monarchs, who were his friends and 
allies, live in good underftanding with each other. 
He found the Scottiih king fo well difpofed to a Bacojii 
treaty, t(iat he wrote to Henry, aflbring him of 
fucccfs ; and a congrefs was imrriediatefy opened at 
Ay ton, under the mediation of this ambaflador. 
The greatefl: difficulty that occurred was on the fub- 
je6t of Perkin Warbeck, whofe perfori Henry de- 
manded, and whom Jame^ pofidvely refuf^d to de- 
liver. The bifhop of iJurham propofed an inter- 
view between the two kings at Newcallle ; but th^ 
Scot rgedled this propofal^ bblerving, that how de-^^ 
firous foever he might be of peace, he would nof 
^o and beg it in his crierriy's country. At length ., ,- 

both fides agreed that Janies fliould honourably 
difrhifs the pretended duke of York,, and, after- " ^^ 
wards proteed with the negotiation^ as if Perkirt 
had never been in Scotland. In purfuance of this 
convention, that monarch told this Jidvehttirer, that 
he had dohe evei;y thing • iii his power to fupport 
him in his pretenfions ; that he t.ad twice entered 
England at the head df an army ; but that, as the 
Englifli ha-d refaled to elpoufe his 'caufe, he could 
hot expeft that the Scots would, without their con- 
currence, be able to eftablifh him oh the throne of 
England. He therefore advifed him to form fome 
more feafible plan, and cHule fome other country 
for the place of hi^ refidence : at the fame time he 

X 2 . ' affure'd 
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"A.C. 1497. aflured him, that he woufd punftually fulfil his pra- 
mife ; that he ftiould not repent of having put him- 
felf into his hands -, for he Ihould be honourably 
accommodated with (hips and neceffaries for his 

Sirj. Ware.y^y^^g^' Pcrkin bore his misfortune with a good 
grace ; thanked the king of Scotland for the pro- 
tection and other favours he had enjoyed from his 
bounty i and defired that he ind his wife might be 
conveyed to Ireland. James complied with Jiis 
requeft j and he arriv^ed at Cork, where he ftill 
found friends and' adherents. He had no fooncf 
quitted Scotland, than the ambafladors at Ay ton 
*' / figned a treaty of truce for feven years^ importing. 
That the two kings fhould not make war upon 
ieach other by themfelves, their fubjefts, or any 
i)ther perfon whatfoever i That certain points about 
which the ambaffadors could not agree, fliould be 
referred to the arbitration of Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bella : And that the triice (hould be prolonged till 
one year after the death of that party who fhould 
die before the other. But at this treaty no mention 
was made of the marriage between James and 
Henry*s daughter, which afterwards took efFedl, 

Rymer. j^j^^ g^ye birth to tlie Union of the two kingdoms^ 

A»c. 1498, Henry was by this convention fecurtd from a 
Scottifh inyafion, and found himfclf at peace with 
fll the princes in Europe. iSince the treaty of 
Eft^ples, no quarrel had arifcn between him and 
Charles king of France, who, dyihg at this period, 
was fucceeded bv the duke of Orleans, under the 
name of Lewis XII. This prince was no lefs dif- 
pofed to maintain an amicable intercourfe with 
Henry. He turned all his views towards Italy; 
and therefore found it convenient to live upcm good 
terms with the king of England, who mrght have 
defeated all his projeds, by making a diVerfion in 
Picardy. He no foonef mounted the throne of 
France, than he procured a diflblution of his mar- 
riage 
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riagfe withw^fane, daughter of Lewis XI. in order to ^- ^; '49«. 
e(p6ufe* Anhe of Brittany, widow of his predeceffor. J^^"* 
Without fuch an expedient, he might have lecii marries his 
that dutchy once more feparated from France, and ^idlw!^' * 
in the power of fome foreign family. Mtzeni, 

Though the king of England had nothing to 
fear from foreign enemies*, he was once more 
expofed to the danger of a domeftic infurre<5Hon. 
His clemency to the Cornifh infurgents, who had 
payed two or three (hillings each for their ranfom, 
. inftead of reconciling them to his government, 
ferved only to excite newdifturbances. When they 
returned to their own country, they publicly pro- 
Claimedi that the gentlenefs with which they had 
been treated was not. owing to the king*s mercy, 
but his apprehenfion of his own fubjefts, three 
fourths of whom were of the fame fentiments which 
they pfofeflcd. Thefe infinuations perfuading their 
friends and neighbours that the whole kingdom 
was ready to take arms againft Henry, they began 
to aflcmble in companies, and concert meafures for 
making another attempt againft the government. 
Some of the moft zealous among them. Under- 
(landing that Perkin Warbeck was in Ireland, pro- 
pofed that he (hould be invited over, and chofen 
general of their intended expedition. THey ac- 
cordingly lent a deputation to tell him, that if he 
would repair to Cornwal he would find confiderable 
fuccours, which, with the a(riftance of his other ' 

* tn the courfe of this year, the Columbus^ who, in all piobabilitf, 

king granted another patent to Sebafti« would have been retained in the fenruK 

^Cabo^ tht Venetian, for the dif- ofHenry,- and annexed that country, to 

coYcry of new lands ; and he embark- the crown of England, had not his bro- 

ing at Briftol, difcovered Newfound- thcr Bartholomew, whdm he fcnt, to 

land and North America, frojn whtnce London with his propofals, been takcA 

he brought home three native Indians, by pyrates, and met with fuefa dtfaT- 

Thi« voyage he performed about fix ters, at retarded his application to tlie 

years after the iflands of the Weft-In- king, until Chriftopher had engaged 

iki had beogi difcovered by Chriilopher with Ferdinand and liabella . 

3C 3 friends, 


Pfrkm 
Warbcck 
arrives in 
England, 
^nd makes 
an attempt 
upcn Exe- 
ter, 


3}q : • HISTORY OF EN G LAND. 

A.c,i49?. fjf^iends, would, in all ppobability, eftalfefh him on 
the throne of England. Perkin, . Abiding himfelf 
ivithout refo\ircc, and abandoned by all thofe for 
reign powers who had formerly countenanced hi^ 
projefts, accepted the invitation, by the advice of 
his three chief counfcUors, namely, a bankrupt 
mercer called Heme, one SkeUon a tayjor, and a 
jcrivenef of the name of Aftley. He forthwith 
embarked with about fcventy irien in four fmal} 
vefle.ls, and, arriving at Whitfand-Bay, in Septem- 
ber,. repaired to Bodmin, where the former infur- 
redion had begun. There being joined by about 
jhree thoufand men, he publilhed a proclamation, 
in which he aflumed the title of Richard IV. king 
of England, inveighed bitterly againft Henry Tu- 
(ior \ and exhorted the people, with prpmife of ex - 
traordinary rewards, to take arms, in order to de- 
pofe the vftirper, Th?n he marched to Exeter, 
with a view tQ eftablifh a magazine in the place, 
^nd keep it as a retreat, in cajteof difafter. Being 
denied adpfiittajice, he tampered with the inhabi - 
tants ; but finding them (launch to the eftabliflied 

f* overnnient, he refolved to take the city by affaulr. 
or this pyrpofe, he provided fcaling-ladders and 
beams to batter one of the gates, which he after- 
wards fet on fire : his attempt, however, mifcar- 
ried j and he was repulfed with the lofs of two 
two hundred men, which greatly difcouraged his 
followers. 

When the king, was informed of thefe circum- 
ftances, he exprefled himfelf well pleafed with the 
tidings, faying in derifion^ that now the king of 
Rakehell was landed in the Weft, he hoped to 
have the honour of feeing hiru before he Ihould 
leave the kingdom. At the fame time he hinted, 
that he fliould' thankfully receive and requite the 
Services of the noblemen on fuch an occafion. Seve- 
ral lords and gentlemen pf the county of Devon 
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imd the neighbourhood, affcmbled troops of their .^- ^- H9^- 
own accord, in confequence of this intimation ; 
and the king ordered the lord Daubeney to march 
to the relief of Exeter, declaring that he would fol- 
low him in perfon, at the head of a numerous army. 
Perkin,. receiving intelligence of thefe preparations, 
raifed the fiege, and retired to Taunton, where he 
declared he would hazard an engagement ; but in 
the night he withdrew with fome of his confidents 
to the fandu^ry of Beau lieu in the New Foreft. Retires to a 
'The lord DaUbeney, being informed of his retreat, {if^l^ ^ 
detached three hundred horfe in purfuit of him ; Forea. 
but finding him already boufed, ibey befet the fanc- 
tuary, until they Ihould receive further orders* In 
the mean time the rebels, to the number of fix 
tlioufand, finding themfelves abandoned by their 
ichiefi fubmitted co the mercy of the king, 'who par^ 
doned the whole number, except fome of the ring- 
leaders, whom be referved to be hanged as an exam* 
pie. He afterwards fent a detachment of cavalry ' 
to St. Michael's Mount, to fecure the lady Cathci- , 
rine Gordon, the wife of Perkin, forefeeing that, if 
flie was pregnant, the rebellion might be continued 
to another generation. When that lady was brought 
into the king's prefence, he was fo ftruck with her 
beauty and modeft deportment;, that he confoled 
her in very affeftionate terms, v/ith promife of pro- 
tedion, fent her under a ftrong guard to attend 
upon the queen, and befiiowed upon her a confide- 
rable penfion, which fhe enjoyed during his life, 
and many years after his deceafe. Thefe fteps be- 
ing taken, Henry proceeded to Exeter, and in en- 
tering the city prefenced his own fword to the 
mayor, to be carried before that magiftrate as a 
token of the king's favour and good-will to the 
citizens, who had behaved with fuch loyalty and 
valour, in defence of .his government. Then 
he ordered the ringleader of the infurredion to be 

X 4 hanged 
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A. c. 1498. hanged in terrorem \ and granted commiflions m 
the lord Darcy and others, to impofe. fines upon 
fuch as were in any fhape concerned in the rebel', 
lion, Thefe agones fqueezed the wretched people 
with the utmoft feverity, and rendered the king's 
moderation with rt{pt& to their lives, rather a curfe 
RjFaer, ^ban a blefling. 

The difturbance being thus efFed^ually quelled^ 
Henry called a council to deliberate on the fate of 
Perkin, who ftill continued in vetted in the fanc-r 
tuary ; and after fome debate, it was determined 
J that the king ihould pardon him, on condition of 
his confefling and explaining every circumftanceof 
the inipofture, which he had fo long maintained. 
His affairs being altogether defperate, he embraced 
the king's offers without hefication, and quieted the 
fanduary. Henry being deiirous of feeing him, 
he was brought to court, where the king obferved 
him from a window, but he would never admit 
him inta his prefence. He was afterwards conduc- 
ed to London, and by Henry's order rode in pub- 
lic through the ftrcets from Weftminfter to the 
To^er, and b^ck again, amidtt the derifion and 
infults of the populace, which he bore with the 
Is commit. ^^^ dignified refignation. Then he was confined 
ted to the in the Tower/* where one of his principal accom- 
TowfT. plices was executed ; and he himfelf figned a con- 
fefiion, which was printed and difperfed through 
the pation. But this was fo lame, defeftive, and 
contradidory, that, inftead of explaining the pre- 
tended inipofture, it left it more doubtful than be- 
fore, and induced many people to believe that Perkin 
W^beck was really the fonrf the fourth Edward f. 

t Ai)6ut the latter end of the year, tion of Heniy, who ordoed it to U 

t|ie kiiig*s palace at Shene teok fin, rebuilt under the name of Richmaod| 

•nd was confumed, with all its Talua- which it ftill retains, ' 
fcid furniture, to tihe great mortificj|<« '^ ■ 

The 


; HEN R Y VII. 313 

The fucceeding year began with an incident; ^^msV 
which,. tho* it at firft fcemed to threaten trouble-, 
fome confequencesj was produftive of great fatif- 
fa6tion to Heriry. While the truce fubfifted between 
England and Scotland, fome Scottilh gentlemen 
happening to be at Norham, were infulted by the 
garrifon, and a quarrel enfuiog, fome of them loft 
their lives. Complaint pfthiftoutrage being made . 
to the Englifh commiffioners, who ai!ted as con<- 
fervators of the truce, the affair was treated with 
fuch conteinpt, that the king of Scotland (enc 
ambaifadors into England, to demand immediate 
fatisfadion, Henry, who carefully ^voided all 
caufes of rupture with James, difowned the vio- 
lators of the trUce, and forthwith appointed envoys^ 
to terminate the difference in an amicable manner. ^•*^«'49»» 
It was in the courfe of this negotiation, that James 
propofed a match between himfelf and Margaret ^'*e J '^'iy,^ 
the eldeft daughter of Henry, than which nothing scotkad. 
could be more agreeable to the king of England. 
After the truce was renewed • at Stirling, with the 
addition of fome new articles, Richard Fox, biihop 
of Durham, received a commiffion, to fettle the 
conditions of the marriage, which was a£ti|ally ce- 
lebrated in the fequel. ' Rymet* 

The' Henry had by this time triumphed over all ' 
his enemies, and the pope had granted a difpenfa- / 

tion for the marriageof his fon Arthur with Cathe- * 
fine of Arragon, Ferdinand feemed ftill averfe to ' 
this tnatqh while Henry's title was liable to the leaft 
objeAion. That cautious Spaniard feemed to har- 
bour fome doubts concerning the impofture of War- 
beck i and even hinted, that Henry's throne could 
not be firmly eftabiiflied while any prince of the 
houfe of York remained alive. The king of Eng- 
land was fo intent upon the Spaniih alliance, and 
fo tired of the fucceffive ihfurreftiohs by which his 
reign ha^ been di&urbed, that he refolved to facri- 
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/i. c. 1499. fice the youth called Perkin, as well as Ed'ward 

carl of Warwick, to his intereft; and fafety. Ed* 

ward, the fon of George duke of Clarence^ had 

fince the death of his uncle Richard been clofely 

confined in the Tower, debarred of the benefit of 

air, exercife, and converfation ; and kept in fuch 

ignorance, that he could fcarce diftinguiih the do* 

roiya. vir- mcftic animals by name. Perkin Warbeck, who 

^j^ doubilefs felt that defire of liberty which is fo natut^ 

ral to the mind of man, and had reafon to dread 

every thing from Hcnry*s difpofition, was permit- 

ted to converfe with this haplefs nobleman, as well 

as with the domcftics of lord Digby, lieutenant of 

the Tower ; and in all probability he was indulged 

with this permiffion by the connivance of the king, 

^cAifi who hoped that his cnterprizing genius, and infi- 

^mpw^ nuating addrefs, would engage the fimple earl of 

with the Warwick in fome projeft, that would furniih a pre*- 

^vTck in the text for taking away their lives under colour of 

Tower. juftice. Perkin fell into the fnare, according to 

' Henry's expeftation : he tampered with Warwick, 

iand gained over four fervants of Sir John Digby, 

who are faid to have undertaken the murder of their 

matter, that they might fecure the keys of the 

Tower, and efcape with the two prifbners, to fome 

part of the kingdom, where a new infurredtion 

might be raifed in favour of the pretender. 

That the danger might appear the more imminent 
and preffing, fo as to juftify the fleps which Henry 
intended to take, another difturbahce was raifed at 
the fame time in Kent, where a young man called 
Ralph Wilford, the fon of a cordwainer, perfonatcd 
tht earl of Warwick, under the conduft and di- 
rection of one Patrick, an Auguftine monk, who 
in public Sermons exhorted the people to take arms 
in his favour. This friar, who had been ufed as 
,j^ ^^ a tool by the king's emifikrieSy was arretted together 
both tried with hris pupil y and Wilford was hanged without 
^f «'^"'v ceremony. 
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ceremony, but the tutor obtained his pardon. This a, c. 1499. 
was the prelude to the fate of Perkin aud the earl 
pf Warwicl^, whofe pretended plot being now dif- 
covered, Perkin was tried at Weftminfter, and bcr 
ihg convifted on the evidence of lord Digby^s fer- 
yants, was hanged at .Tyburn, with John Walter, 
inayor of Cork,, who had conftantly adhered to his 
caufe in all the viciflltudes of his fortune. Blewet 
and Aftwood, two of Digby's fervants, under- 
went the fame fate: but fix other perfons, con- 
tlemned as accomplices in the fame confpiracy, 
'were pardoqed. In a few days after Perkin's exq- Dugdaiat 
tution, Edward earl of Warwick was tried by his 
peer$ before John earl of Oxford, created high 
fleward qn v that occafion ; and being conviflred of 
high treafon, in confeqiience of pleading guilty to 
the arraignment, was beheaded on Tower-Hill. 
The deplorable end of this innocent noblernan, the ^^««* 
laft male branch of the Plantagenecs, and the fate 
of Perkin Warbeck, who, notwithftanding all that 
;^ppeared againft him, was by the unprejudiced part 
of the nation deemed the real fon of king Edward, . 
filled the whole kingdom with fuch horror and 
^verfion to the government of Heory, that he was 
faip to tranflate the odium upon his ally Ferdinand, 
]t}y divulging that prince's fcruples, for the re- 
inoval of which he had been obliged to deliver 
the competitors for his crown into the hands of 
juftice. 

About this period, the peace of Eftaples between 'a. c. 1500. 
France and England, was approved and ratified by 
the ftates of France aflembled at Nantes ; and con- 
|irmed by the authority of the pope, who iflbed a 
bull, denouncing e)f communication upon that prince 
who fhould violate the treaty. Lewis was the more ilymcr. 
Inclined to live upon good terms with England, as 
he formed the defign to make himfelF mafter of 
^ilan, by means of a league with the Venetians. 

He 
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A. c. 1500. He accordingly joined thefe confederates, and at» 
tacked Ludovico Sforza, fovereign of that dutchy; 
who was obh'ged to fly for refuge to the emperor, 
after having loft all his dominions. But the caftle 
of Milan, and Genoa, of which he had beea in 
Thcpepe poflcffion, voluntarily fubmitted to Lcwis. Pope 
propoics a Alexander VI. having publilhed a jubilee for the 
froiade. . j^ggj^ning of the century, permitted thofe chriftians 
who lived at a great diftance from Rome, tp pur- 
chafe thtf privilege of the fcflival, without being 
obliged to yifit the churches' of that cityi In order 
to collefl the futns arifing from this indulgence,' 
he fent agents into all the ftates of Chrifteridom ; 
and employed a Spaniard called Gafpar' Pons, for 
that purpofe ih England, where he raifed a large 
contribution. This nUncio was direfted to inform 
the king, that his holinefs had refolved to publifh 
a,crufade againft the Turks, and even to go in 
perfon with the Englilh monarch, ths Venetians, 
and the princes of Italy, to attack Conftantinpple 
by fea, while the other powers of Europe fiicsild 
fall upon them in Thrace, Greece, and different 
parts of the continent. Henty plainly perceived 
that Alexander's drift was to amafs money" by con- 
tributions for this expedition ; but, he diflcmbling 
his opinion, exprefled the utnioft: zeal for the fuc- 
cefs of the ehterprize ; offered to furnifli a large 
proportion of men and money -, to ferve under his 
holinefs in perfon ; and demanded, that fome ftrong 
places on the coaft of Italy might be put into his 
hands, to ferve as retreat in cafe of neceffity. He 
even appointed ambafladors to go and treat with 
the pontiff on this fubjeft; and made fuch a pa- 
rade of his zeal for the intereft of religion, tha? 
the knights of Rhodes chofe him proteftor of their 
order. But as this v/a*s a chimerical projeft, which 
Alexander had no intention to execute, he en- 
joyed the credit of his forwardncfs, without fubjeft- 
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ing himfelf to the leaft expenc^ ; and the other po- *- ^- *5®<^ 
tentatcs of Europe receiving the pope's propofal 
with gfeat coldhefs and indifference, the whole 
fchemevamfhed into fmoke, •' 
' 'England being grievouflyafflided with a plague, B*<«* 
Henry, after hatving Several times changed the place The idn^ 
of his refidence, retired With' his queen and family ^^\^^'^' 
to Calais, where he received an embafTy from the t^^ the ^ 
archduke Philip, defiring afriendly interview; and pm^^^ 
thte^king igreed to meet him in the chtirch of St; 
i?eter, whith ftands without the gates of Calai^^ 
as the archduke^xprefled a t-elti£l:ance to enter a for* 
jtified city. At the time fixed for their meetings 
Henry being informed of his approach, rode oik- 
to receive him on horfeback, and Philip alighting, 
i^n up to hold his ftirrup ; birt Henry wouki not 
admit of fuch huniiliation, and they embraced 
ifeach other with marks of the moft cordial afieddcrti* 
Then they entered the church, where they had 
z long conference, in which the archduke defired tb 
live in friendfliip with the Englifh monarch, whom 
he addreiled with the appellation of his good pa- 
tron,' father, and protestor* Eharing Hency'sre- 
iidence at Calais, he was alfo vifired by the gover- 
nor of Piciardy, and bailiff of Amiens, fent by thc^ 
Frpnch ktng^ to congratulate him on his owning 
to the continent I and notify his conqueft of Milan. 
That prince, in order to teftify his good will to the 
king of England, had follicited and obtained a bull 
from the pope, declaring him excommunicated, 
ihould he ever fail in the yearly payments to Henry, 
.ftipulatcd in the treaty of Eftapjes. The pope, at 
the fame time^ granted a difpenfation for the mar- 
ria^ of Jai^e^ king dF Scotland, with the princds 
M^l^aret, tho' on account of her tender yeiars the 
'conlummation was poftpoAed. a 

Henry being now at peace with all Europe, and ptaaifct e« 
his dominions en^joying the moft profound ^P<>^«>^fJ^^ 

the* 
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A. c. 1500. the avarice of his difpofition had leifure to exert 
itfelf, and his defire of amafling became every day 
more and more rapacious. As he h^d ho longer 
any pretence for demanding fubfidies from parlia- 
nknt, he refolved to drain the party of Warbeck, 
until they fliould be quite exhaufted- On the fup- 
pofition that the adherents of this pretender Werq 
fiill fubjed to the rigour of the lawSf he infifted 
upon their being indulged with feparate pardons, 
. which they did not ati all follicit r ^nd compelled 
them tp pay largely for this indulgence. He ap- 
pointed commilBoners to let on foot anew enquiry 
about thofe who had in any* manner afferted or fa- 
voured thcj revolt of the blackfmith, and that of 
Perkin Warbeck. Thefe inquifitors were impower- 
cd to. amerce at difcrction every individual who 
Ihpuld have the benefit of the pardon ^ and even 
to feize the efFcds^ of the deceafed, fliould theii; 
heirs^ re&fe to make a compoficion. Such oppref^ 
lion augmented the popular clamour againft Hen- 
ly, and was in a great meafure attributed to the coun^ 
fcls of cardinal Morton archbifliop pf Canterbury, 
•who died at this period, very little regretted by the: 

'^^ ^***'- Englifb. He was fucceeded in his metropolitan 
:fce by Henry Dean bifliop of Salifbury 5 and now 
.the nation perceived, that Henry's avarice and ex- 
.tortion .were not the efFe<9:s of Morton's advice, but 
qualities inherent jn his own conftitution. Never 

Rymer. .^^ j^j^g ^f England more hated by his fubjedls, 

though this hatred was mingled with fear, pro- 
.duced by his uninterrupted fuccefs, and the opinion 
. of his great ability both ,as a monarch and a poli- 
tician. All the powers upon the continent courted 
his alliance ; and all the malecontents of England 
1 were overawed into forbearance;, 
A.Q.150T. Notwithftanding |;hi$ felicity, he was not a little 
difturbcd by an accident whichat this junfture en- 
croached upon his r^pofe. The earl of Suffolk, 
" • . . ,7 - - . . nephew 
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nephew to king Edward IV. ^and brother to the *-^*'5o«:; 
earl of Lincoln, who had fallen in the battle of 
Stoke, chanced to kill a man in his pafllon ; and, 
though he was a branch of the houfe of York, the 
king confented to indulge him with a pardon ; but, 
in order to leave a ftigma upcui his charader, he 
obliged him to appear perfonally, and plead his 
pardon in public* The earl being of an haughty iariof Sofu 
difpofuion, refented this difgrace fo deq)Iyi that; ^^^.j:^*^^^^ 
he retired in difguft to his. aunt Margaretv. diitchefs tent to the 
dowager of Flanders 5 and Henry was not a little J;^ ^**"*^- 
(lartled at his retreat. In order to anticipate any Bacons' 
defigns he might hatch to his prejudice, he fent over 
cmiffaries, who by dint of promifes and profeffions, 
perfuaded* him to return and be reconciled to the 
government, Henry's throne being now fo firmly 
•cftabliflied, that th^re was hardly a poffibility ta 
Ihake it, Ferdinand king of Arragon, parted with 
his daughter Gatherine, who arriving in England Cathmneof 
in the nlonth ofOftober^ was married to Arthur ;^^'^^^^"^^ 
prince qf. WaI^s^ ,and the nuptials were celebrated Arthur 
at London, with great pomp and folemnity, on ^'^^ ^ 
the fourte^h 4ay of November, the prince being 
then turned of fifteen, and the lady abciut the age '' 
of eighteen. Her dower amounted to,two hundred 
.thoufand ducats in money, jewels, and plate ; and 
a third part of the principality of Wale^, duke- > 
dom of Cornwal, and earldom of Chefter, wa,s af- 
-figned to her as a jointure, provided her Iiufband^ . ,,. 
•ihould die before his ^cceflion to the throne. ^ ^ - ;..: 

This miftch was fucceeded by the contrad of ^"^^'* J 
another marriage, between the king of Scotland, milage be- 
and Henry's daughter Margaret, on whom her fa- tw^n jamea 
,ther bellowed a portion of thirty thoufand crowns, scofirnd 
The marriage treaty was ratified by thq Scottilh ??^ ^^"'y'« 
^ambafladors at London, on the twenty- fourth day MTrgarer. 
. of January ; and the nuptials were folemnized by a., c, 1502. 
proxy, amidft the rejoicings of the people, -who 

Koped 
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-^.^.1501. hpp^ the mifchiefs attending the mutual enmity 
of the twd kingdoms would ceafe, by virtue of this 
jiHiance, tho* perhaps they did not forefee the union 
which it afterwards produced. When this aflair 
was debated in council, an Engliih nobleman ob* 
fervtd, that if Henry (hbiild furvive his male-iflue^ 
the crown would devolrc to the king of Scotland % 
to which mfinuation Henry replied, that in fuch a 
cafe Scotland would become an acceflion to Eng^ 
, land, as the fmaller would always be fwallowed up 
in the greater dominion. On this occafion a treaty 
of perpetual peace between the two nations was 
figned and confirmed, together with certain articles 
for preventing excurfions on cithci* fide 5 but the 
confummation of marriage was,, on account of th(^ 
tender years of the princefs, poilponed till the fol- 
lowing year, when the king accompanied her on 
her way as far as ColH-Wefton, where he configned 
her and her attendants to the care of the earl of 
Northumberland, who, with a confiderable retinue 
of noblemen and ladies, conveyed her to the king 
feacQiK her husband at Edinburgh, 
tfcath of "^^^ Py ' Produced by this marriage was foon 
Arthur. damped by the death of Arthur prince of Wales, 
who did bot furvive his nuptials above fxve months; 
He died at Ludlow-Caftle, univcrfally regretted 
by theEnglifh nation, who had conceived happy 
omens from his promifing talents 1 and, in abcrnt 
ttif biothir three months after his deceafe, his brother Henry 
S^'priritc ^^^y ^^ ^^^ twelfth- year of his age, created prince 
•fwakf, of Wales, earl of Chefter and Flinty thedutchyof 
Cornwa,l devolving upon him by a^t of parliament 
During'the courfe of this year the emperor Max<^ 
imilian fent an embaffy to England, to propofe k 
league againft the Turks, and to borrow money 
of Henry, who chofe rather to prefent him with 
ten thoufand pounds fterling, as a free gift for that 
purpofe, than to engage in the league, or begin a 

traffic 
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traffic of lending mooey to fuch a beggarly poteh- a.c. iscau 
iAtQ. Nevenhelefs, he concluded a treaty of com-. 
hierct, friendiliip, and confederation with him, to 
continue in force for one year after the deceafe of 
the laft liver : Maximilian and his (on the archduke 
were admitted into the order of thei gartei^, and the 
emperor created Henty knight of the golden Hecce*. ^jmer. 
About the bcgihriirig of February, Henry's queeii ^ ^ 
Elizabeth died in childbed, very little lamented by " ' 
her husbSmd, from whorti flie had never received qt^en M* 
any niarks of tendcrnefs or affefcion. He even *»i«ti»* 
rtjoiced at her death, as an event that freed him 
from a hateful rival in his title to the throne. He 
was now raifed to the very fummic of profperity* 
He lived in peac^e with all his neighbours, and alldo^ . 

Ineftic troubles had ceafed. But he was refolved that / 
his fubjefts (hould hot (hare in his felicity i for hi$ 
aV&rice becohiing every day more and more infatia* 
ble,* he employed all his invention in devifing hew 
methods of tetortion.* For thefe fordid purpofe$ The king 
he retained two infamous minifters called Empfon ^^^^^ 
and Dudley, who followed the profcflioh ,of the as the in- 
. kw, and pradtifed all its fubterfuges and chicanery, ^"^^ 
'In oppreffing the fubjedts with falfe accUfations and 
Irtprifonment, until they were fain to purchafe 
wh^t was called a mitigation, with the beft part of 
their fubftande. Such was their infolcnce, that they 
did not even obferve the common forms of juftice ; 
l)at proceeded with the moft arbitrary licence^ 
to attack pretended delinquents, and try them in 
private, without fair examination or verdid: of jury t 
and thefe afts of vibleiice they ^xercifei under the 
authority c^ the king, who ihared the fruits cf their 

* On the JDinth day ofDe«ember jefisof the kingofPcitiigtI> to make ^ 

1502, the king grahted a patent to difdoveries bjr Tea, aad take poffeiliOA 

Jainet Elliot 4nd Thomas Afhhurft of uhknovirn lands^ under the £jigliA 

ixSerclUDts of Brifto}, and to John flag, :A6t. P^h» 
Conzak^ and Frai^is Fernandcf^ l^b- 

N^. 47. Y opprcfliofl. 
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A.C. X503. oppreffion. He even infifted upon their keeping 
regular aqcompts of this fcandalous cohimerce, and 
maintained a kind of diftributive juftice,, even itt 
the praftice of corruption f. He let flip no occa- 
jfion for amaffing pioney, howfoever mean or .un- 
grateful it might be. One day when he was mag-> 
nificently entertained by the earl of Oxford, to 
whofc fei* vices he was in a great meafure indebted 
for the crown he enjoyed, he perceived a greater 
number of domeftics in livery than the law sulpwed 
him to maintain j and turning to the earl, ^* My. 
** Lord (faid he) I have heard much of your hofpi- 
** tality, but it exceeds report. Are all thefe gen- 
** tlemen and yeomen your' menial fervants ?^ Ox- - 
ford anfwering, that they were retained upon fiich 
extraordinary occafions only, Henry afFcded fur^ 
prize, and replied with forne warmth, " By my. 
." faith! my lord, I thank you for my good 
*' chear; but 1 may hot endure to have my lawft 
** broken in my fight. 'My attorney muft fpcak 
•' with you." The earl was afterwards oblige4 
to compound for this mifdemeanor by the pajment 
Eicon. ' of fifteen thoufand marks. 

Such conduft in the king and his minifters coul<J 

folk foriwa not fail to fender them extiemely odious to the peo- 

, confpiracy pjg who murmurcd inceflantly aaainft the covern- 

king. ment; and this dilcontent encouraged the earl 01 

Suffolk, whofe fortune was by this time greajly rCf 

duced by his own extravagance, to form new pro- 

jefts againft the perfon and government of Hqnry. 

He had acquired a degree of popularity as the fur- 

viving branch of the houfe of York': he privately 

^engaged fome perfons of confideration in his intefeft ;» 

- • 

f We a-.c inforifted by lord Vcru- JVfceived of fuch a one five mark# fet 
Jam, that he had feen a book of" Aich a pardon ; whfch^ if it do ngt pafe^ 
acco'mpts, fcf pt l?y "Empibn, and fub- clxe money to be repayed, or the party 
fcribed in almotl every leaf by th^ . ctbe{wi£:fati^^'* Oppoilte to tlMf- 
king^s own hand ; among other £titi- memorandum the k^'ng had writ witlv 
cJes he fovmdtbe-fQlIcwinsj ^'Itein^ his own han-^^ ' Otlidtwife (atisfied.* 

and 
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jtnd tlich retired to Flanders, in hope of receiv- ^-c* '5^3* 
ing coontsenanctf and fuccour from the old dutchefs, ' 
of Burgundy. The king, alarmed at his retreat, 
and eager to know his fchemc, with the names of 
his aflbciates, repeated the expedient he had ufed 
in the cafe of Perkin Warbeck. Sir Robert Cur- 
fon, governor of the caftle of Hammes, being 
properly inftrufted, abandoned his charge, on pre- 
tence of having been injured by the king ; and re- 
tiring to Flanders, offered his fcrvice to the earl 
of Suffolk. He afted his part with fuch dexterity, 
that in a little time he infinuated himfelf into the 
confidence of that noblemap j jand foon difcovered 
all his aflbciates. The intelligence was forthwith nu accom* 
iconveycd to Henry, who immediately iflued war- prices art 
rants for arrefting his ov/n brother-in-law William ^"^ ^' 
Courtney earl of Devoftfhire, hufband to ?he prin - 
cefs Catherine, daughter of Edward IV. William 
de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk, Sir James 
Tyrrel, and Sir Jojhn Wyndham. George lord 
Abergavenny, and Sir Thomas Gr^en, were appre-- 
hended at the fame time, upon flight fufpicion, but 
foon difcharged. The earl of Devonfliire, and de 
la Pole, iho* nothing material appeared again ft 
them, were detained prifoners during the king's 
life. Tyrrel, who had been concerned in the death 
of Edward V. was beheaded, together with Wynd- 
ham i and feveral others of inferior note were ex- 
ecuted as traitors. Henry, willing to be fliill better 
informed touching the particular deligns of the 
carl of Suffolk, took a very extraordinary rhethod 
to maintain Curfon in the confidence of that po-' 
.Weman. He publifhed in St. Paul's church, th? 
bull of pope Innocent VIII. denouncing the'cen- 
fures of the church againft a)l thofe who fliould 
difturb' his government ; and caufed the earl of 
Sufiblk and Sir Robert Curlbn to *be excommunl*^ 
cated by name. When this emiflfary had d^COVcred 

Y 2 all 
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A,«. 1503. all the earl's fecrets, he returned to England 'r and 
was readmitted into the king's favour, which, how^ 
ever, he did not enjoy without the curfes of the 
people, who abhorred his perfidy. Suffolk finding 
himfelf betrayed, led for fome time a vagrant life 
in Germany, and at length returned to Flanders, 
where the archduke took him under bis protection, 
after the death of the dutchefs dowager. 
The king Hcory being unwilling to refund one half of Ca- 
mapa^be- thcrlnc's dowcT, whjch he had already received, 
twecn Hen- ^j^j extrcmcly eager to touch the other moiety, 
wai""ana 'pTOpofed to Ferdinand that the young widow Ihould 
*" Tdow*^" ' be married to Henry prince of [Wales, brother to 
her late hufband ; and the propofal was embraced 
by the lady's parents, provided the pope's difpen- 
fation coyld be procured. In the convention fettled 
between the two courts oh this fubjeft, one rcafon 
altedged for demanding the difpenfation, was, that 
the marrage between Arthur and Catherine had been 
formally folemnizcd and confummated ; and pope 
Pius IV. the fucceffor of Alexander, when he 
granted this difpenfation, exprefly mentioned in 
the bull, that Catherine in her petition acknowledged 
< her former marriage had been folcmnized in due 

form, and perhaps confummated. That this v/a^ 
really the cafe, we may gather from the declaration 
of Arthur himfelf to fome of his attendants, on the 
morning after he had been bedded with the princefs. 
A.G. J504. On the fixtecnth day of January the king af- 
fembled a par/liament, on pretence of enabling new 
laws, but in efFe<5l to demand 5 fubfidy for the por- 
tion of his eldeft daughter, which he accordingly re- 
ceived to a much greater value than that he paid to 
the king of Scotland; fo that he was every way a 
Cofftpiai- g^io^r by the marriage. - That he was now quite 
/anceof the.abfolute in bis donfiinions, appears from the con- 
tvh'TMnt. jrjefcenfion of the commons, who chole for their 
r^eaker tifat very Dudley whom the whole nation 
» ' '^ detcfted 
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4etefted as the inftrument by which they were fo A;, a 1504. 
grievouQy opprelTed. This complaifant parliament 
defired him to accept of forty thpufand pounds, in * 
lieu of aids, for knighting his elded fon Arthur, ' 
and the marriage of his daughter Margaret; and 
hCy in token of his moderation and regard to his 
fubjefts, remitted one fourth ofthatfum, the reft 
being levied on the cities, boroughs, towns,^ and 
landholders of the kingdom. He likewife filled 
his cofF«rs by an aft of parliament pafled in this fcf- 
fion, attainting a great number of perfons who had 
been concerned in the infurreftions from the vdry . 
beginning of his reign •, as well as by another, dif- 
annulling al! patents and grants enjoyed by thofe 
who either refufed to appear, when fumrtioned, in 
the king's defence againft enemies and rebels, or 
retired from that fervice without licence. The pa- 
tents of jails were likewife rcfurned and re annexed 
%o the fheriffwicks ; foreign maniifaftures of filk 
were prohibited *, a law was eriadled againft the cur- 
rency of diminiftiird filver pieces, which underwent 
a recoinage : and feveral recrulatioris were made 
for the maintenance of civil policy. Notwithftand* 
ing tHefe fources of wealth, Henry, before the ex- 
piration of the year, iffued commiflions for a ge- 
neral benevolence, though he could not afllgn the 
the leaft fhadow of a reafon for this impofition •, and 
the city of London was fain to pay five thoufand 
marks for the confirmation of its liberties. Not 
fatisfied with the payment of the fecond moiety of 
Catherine's portion, the fubfidy granted by parlia- 
ment, the confifcation of eftates, the profits of re- ^ 
coinage, the benevolence,^ and redemption of the 
city's liberties, he ftill continued to grind the face 
^f the fubjefts by means of Empfon and Dudley, 
who amaffcd' great fortunes, as the tools of his 
rapacity. 
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AC i5*4* In order to 'make fomc fort of atonement fpi?, 
thefe extortions, and do fomeching that might rer 
commend him to the houfe of Lancafter, he or- 
dered the body of king Henry VI. to be removed 
from Windfor to Weftminfter, where it was interr 
red with great pomp -, and applied to the pope for 
a bull to canonize that monarch : but the miracles, 
attributed to that prince after his death, were fo ill 
afierted, that his holinefs would not admit him to 
a place among the faints, without fuch a confidera? 
tion as Henry did not think proper to afford ; and 

fiiffcrence ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^ 4efign was laid afide, Ifabel, <)ueea 

t)etf een of Caftilc, dying in November, her hufband Fcrr 

^^huf din^nd immediately notified her deceafe to Henry, 

on the death giving him to underftand, that fhe had appointed 

Itawn^^f Him (Ferdinand) adminiftrator of the kingdom of 

4aftii^. Caftile, for their daughter Joan, married to Philip 

archduke of Auftria* This prince, being engaged 

' in a war with the diike of Guelderland, could not 

immediately repair, to^ Spain, to take pofleflion of 

' this inheritance, and therefore connived, for the 

jpfefent, at the adminiltration of his father-in-law } 

^ refolving, however, to deprive him of it with the 

firfl: opportunity. On the other hand, Ferdinand, 

]by virtue of Ifabel's laft will, pretended to enjoy 

fthe adminiftration tfll his dying day. This was ^ 

very interefting difference to Henry, . who refem- 

bled Ferdinand not only in his difpofition, bu^ 

. even in the nature of his (ituation. He knew the 

majority of his fubjeds looked upon his late confort 

JElizabeth as the rightful queen of England ; an4 

that her right had now, of confequence, devolved 

to the prince of Wale^, her fon and lawftil fuccef- 

Jbr. He, therefpre, confidered the termination of 

the difference between Ferdinand and Philip, as 4 

precedent for or againft his own title. He was 

Afraid that Philip would engage in a league with 

J^ewis XIL and the ejmperor, in ordf r to expel his 

^ father- 
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fathcr-inUaw from Caftile, in which cafe he Ihould ^'^ rsH* 
be obliged to fupporjc his ally againft three power- 
ful advcrfaries. He forefaw that f#:h contention 
wOul(j involve him in new dangers, and drain Jus 
coffers^ which he had b^en at fuch pains to fill, and 
in the contemplation of which he placed his chief 
haf^)ln^fs. This was the goal to which all his en- a, c. 1505. 
dcavours tended. He formed the defign of efpouf- 
ingthe widow of Ferdinand Ijiing of Naples, that 
he might enjoy the great dower which had been'af- 
figned to her in that kingdom : and perhaps he 
thought, that in confequence of this match, he 
might be chofen arbiter of the differences fubfifting 
between the kings of France and Arragoq, touching 
the territories of Naples. . That kingdom had' been 
' conquered and divided between them, though this 
partition was attended by a quarrel, which produ- 
ced two battles, and thefe proved fatal to the French 
intereft in Italy. 

' Henry was fo eager to Jcnow the difpofition of ^ ^ ^ 
the Caftilians towards Ferdinand, and the parti- Jengn^'ufoa 
culars relating to the perfonal qualities and circiim* the widow 
ftances of the queen of Naples, that he fent three ^Ig^of"*'"'* 

Srfons in whom he could confidej namely Francis Naples. 
arfen, James Braybrook, and John. Stile, . to ob* 
tain intelligence on the fpot. They fet out. on pre- 
tence of travelling for pleafure ;. but they were fur- 
nilhed with letters of compliment from Catherine 
princefs of Wales to her aunt and neice the two 
dowagers of Naples; and they were inftrufted to 
fend home an exaft defcription of the complexion, 
features, ftacure, age, health, cuftoms, deport- 
ment, and difpofition of the younger queen; toge- 
ther with a circumftantial account of the dower fhe 1 
enjoyed. Howfoever he might have relifhed the j^^^j.^^^^ 
qualifications of her perfon, he dropped hi^ matri- 
monial fcheme, when he underftood that although 
the ftttlement of that princefs was ve.ry confidef able, 
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^c^n^bs. as cliabliflied by the marriage contra<5, yet flic ha4 
been reduced to an uncertain pcnfion fince Ferdi^ 
nand had fu98uedthc kingdom. The intelligence 
which Henry*s agents fent from Caftile, was not 
much more agreeable. Ferdinand ftiU <oiitinued 
in the poft of adminiftrator, which he hoped to 
• it)aintain for life, partly by his influence with Phi • 
lip's counfellors, fomc of whom he had gained over 
to his interefl: -, and partly by threatning thatjj in 
cafe the archduke ftiould prove refraftory, he 
would take another wife, and ,bcget an heir to the 
kingdom of Arragon : but, at the faipe time, the 
nobles and people of Spain were better afifefted to 
l^hilip in right of his wife than to Ferdinand, who 
had loaded them with burthenfome impofitions. 
Henry's fecret envoys gave him to underftand, 
that there was adkually a projeft of marriage be-f 
twecn Ferdinand and madam de Foix, which would 
certainly take place, fliould Philip attempt to 

mct^ thwart his father- in law. They likewife difcovered 
that the marriage of prince Charles of Aufl:ria with 
Claudia of France wouUfr never be folemnized, as 
Lewis XII. had refolved to beftow chat princefs up- 
on the duke of Angoulefme, his prefumptive fuc-r 
ceflbr J and that, if Philip and his queen ftiould 
refide in the Low Countries, Ferdinand would en- 
deavour to eflfeft a match between the y6ung"prince 
of Aullria, and Mary, fecond daughter t>f Henry 
king of England. 

Mean while Philip and Joan were proclaimed 
king and queen of Cafl:ile at BruflTels; though they 
were prevented from going to take [^ofleflfiori of 
that kingdom by the war of Guelderland and the 
pregnancy of the queen, who was in a little time 
^ delivered of a princefs called Mary, afterwards 

quren of Hungary. The war being happily ter- 
Ipinatcd, and Joan in a condition to travel, Philip 
f quipped a puRierous fleets and with his queen 
, emt>arkec^ 
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embarked on the tenth of January. In the chanr -A.c. 1506.' 
nel they were overtaken, by a vioJent rtorm thar ^^^j!^^j}^J'^ • 
difperfed their fliip3 ; arid , the velTel that carried driven, into 
Philip ^nd his confort was driven into the harbour ^^^2ref>of 
pf Weypouth in Dorfecfliire. . The country peo- weather, 
pie, alarmed at the appearance of fuch a nunjerou^ 
fiavy, took to their arms. Sir Thomas Trenchard, 
advancing ^t the head of fome troops, jio fooner 
learned that the king and queen of Caftile were 
lai>dedj than he went to offer bis refpefts to them 
inperfon, and begged they would do him the ho- 
tiour to lodge at his houfe, until the king fhould 
be informed of their arrival. . Philip, perceiving 
that there was no poflibility of their re-imbarking 
immediately, accepted this invitation with a good 
grace. Henry, being apprifed of their landing, 
ient the earl of Arundel to compliment them in his 
name \ to alTure them that he would, with all pof- 
fible difpatch, have the pleafure of embracing them ; 
'and in the mean time that they might command 
m his dominions. Philip, in order to (horten the 
* yifitj f^t out immediately for the court at Windfor, 
where he and his confort were received with all the 
parks of the moft cordial friendfhip : tho* Henry 
was rcfolved to derive fome advantage from the 
accident that brought them, into his dominions. Ht 
toropofed that as Philip had changed his condition^ 
in becoming king of Caftile, the treaty of com- 
merce between England and the ^.oW Countries 
Ihould be renewed. That prince comprehending and renew* 
jperfeftly well the delicatd nature of his prefent comrcrcc*" 
fltuation, did not think proper to make any objec- with Henry. 
tions to this propofal -, and the treaty was renewed 
with fome alteration in fevour ojFtheEnglifli : among 
jDther things they fupprefled that article of the for- 
rrier treaty by which Philip's fubjefts were permitted 
to fifti on the coaft of England. Thefe alterations 
Yftrc fo difagrecable to the Flemings, that they 

termed 
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A. c. rso6, termed this convenuon Intercurfus Malus, or> The 
Aa, Pub. Bad Treaty. - 

This affair being finifhed, Henry propofed x 
marriage between himfelf and Philip's filler Mar- 
garety widow of the duke of Savoy ; and the king 
of Caftile, being well pleafed with the profpeft ^ 
fuch an alliance^ the marriage contrad): was im- 
mediately fettled ; Philip engaging to pay three 
huiklred thoufand crowns, in lieu of a dower to his 
fifter, together with an annuity of three thoufand 
ffcnry pitf- eight hundred and fifty. Henry, not yet fatisfied 
^himto ^ith thefe conceffions, feemed altogether deter* 
fhe mi'of mined to detain his gueft until he fhould deliver 
«ttffi>ik. up the carl of Suffolk^ from whofe machinations 
he ftill dreaded Ibme trouble and difquiet. He 
therefore took an opportunity when he was alone 
with Philip, to fay with fome emotion, *' Sir, 
*' you have been faved upon my coaft^ I hope 
•' you will not fufFer me to be wrecked upon 
•« yours.** When the king of Caftile defired to 
' know the meaning of that addrefs, ^^ I mean (re* 
** plied Henry) that fame hair- brained, wild fcl* 
^* low, my fubjed, the earl of Suffolk, who is 
• " proteftcd in your country, and begins to play 
** the fool, when others are tired of the game.** 
To this explanation Philip anfwered, " I thought 
^' your felicity had raiied you abovie all fuch ap- 
** prehenfions ; but, fince you are uneafy at his 
•« refiding^in FUnders, I will bani(h him from my 
** dominions.** The Englifti monarch exprefliog 
a defire of haviac him in his power, Philip told 
him in fon^e connifiori. That he could not deliver 
him up with any regard to his own honour . and 
that fuch a ftep would be ftill lefs for the reputa- 
tion of Henry, as the world would imagine he had 
treated his gueft as a prifoper. ^^ I will take that 
^* difgrace upon myfelf .(laid the king) and fo your 
" honour will be faved,*** The other feeing he 

would 
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tiirould not be deoied> compoled bis countenance i 4,c.t5«s« 
faying* *'.Sir, you give law to me, and I will die- 
^^ tate to you in my turn ; Suffolk fhall be deli- 
•* vered upt; but you will give nie your honour 
•'^ that his life fhaU be fafe/' Henry agreeing to s«<^. 
this propofal, he wrote a letter to the earl of Suf- 
folk, aiTuring him that he had obtained his pardon ^ 
and the king confirming this ailertion by another 
meflage, that nobleman returned to his own coun- 
try^ and was immediately committed clofe |>rifoner 
to the Tower. . But the king had refblved that hig, 
royal guefts fhould not quit his dominions until the 
earl's arrival^ and, in order to di^uife the reftrainf^. 
he . entertained them with feafting and paftimes : 
through which, however, Philip eafily perceived 
his intention, and therefore exprefled no defire of 
jde'parting, until the earl was actually fecured. Then 
he was allowed to profecute his voyage, after hav*. 
fng been detained three months in England, during 
which he w^as inftalled in the order of the garter, 
and conferred that of the golden fleece on Henry 
prince of Wales. . \ 

On his arrival at Caftilr, he and his confort were ]|l^ei atcrf. 
fo much cafefled by the Spaniards, that Ferdinand tiie, w^i 
did not think proper to infift upon the adminiflra- ^ ^^ 
ttion, but retired to his Own kingdom of Arra<- 
gpn. Philip dying in a few months after be took 
poilefllon, his queen was fo overwhelmed with grief, 
that fhe lojfc.her reafon^ and the government of 
Caftile reverted to her father Ferdinand, .who ja 
^d to have ufed no endeavour for her cure, left he 
ihould be fent back to Arragon. Mean while her 
infant fon, Charles, was left to the guardianfhip of 
Lewis king of France, who tiifcharged the office 
with uncpxnmon Bdelity, in appointing the lord of 
Chevres for his governor* But the difmterefted 
j:onducl of the ^rench king was not of long dura<> 
^iop > for he not only reii9unced his engagement 

with 
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a: c. 1506. vith refpcft to his eldell daughter Claude, who was 
bctroathed to Charley, but hkewifc fpirited up the 
duke of Gueldcrland to recomiflence hoftilitics in 
Flanders^ left a haguc fliould be formed aMmft 
him by the cipperor, the archduke, and Ferdi- 
nand. The Flemings intreated Maximilian to 
€omc into their country, and take the reigns of 
government into his own hands, during the mino- 
rity of his grandchild Charles. The emperor pro- 
Rymer. itiilcd to Comply with their requcft. In the mean 
time, he fent thither his daughter Margaret, widow 
of the duke of Savoy, in quality of gouvernante 
of the Low Countries : and that princefs con- 
cluded aprovifional treaty of commercewith Henry, 
which was ratified at Calais. 
A.c.f<;o7. In the fame place his ambaffadors treated of a 
Treaty of match between the archduke Charles, and Mary, 
^^^'n th^ king's fecond daughter. This contract, flgncd 
Philip's on the twenty -fecond of December, imported, 
^j^Ma^*** That the marriage {hould beconfummated as foon 
the daughter as Charlcs fhould have attained to his fourteenth 
«f Henry, yg ^j. . ^j^^ jj^^j Mary's portioH Ihould amoynt to 

two hundred and fifty thoufand crowns of gold : a 
fum which Henry could very well afford, confidcr- 
ing his immenfe riches, and the method he took to 
accumulate treafure. His two fjpunges, Empfon 
and Dudley, ftill continued to fuck up the fub- 
ftance of his people ; and, in the courfe of thi$ 
year, commenced another fevere profecution againfl: 
Sir William Capel, on pretence of mifconduft du- 
ring his mayoralty. He was fined in the fum of 
two thoufand pounds ; but, being hardened by his 
former fuflFerings, he refufed to pay the money, 
and was committed prifoner to the Tower, where 
he continued till Henry's death. Kncfworth, who 
had likewife been mayor of London, and both his 
fherifFs,. were amerced in cohfiderable fums on the 
f^ine pretences; Hawes^ an -alderman, died of 

vexation 


HEN R Y VII. 33S 

l^cxation octafioncd by fuch a charge; and Sir^*^ 's^'* 
Lawrende Ailmef, with his twoflicriiFs, being con- . 
demned to pay a firtq of one thoufand poni|||» he 
xefufed to comply with the fentence, choofing mhor 
to go to prifon, where he remained until his place 
was fupplied by Empfon himfclf. **^®** 

The king, in the midft of thcfe z&s of extortioii, . 
was feized with the gout, which gradually affc&ed 
his lungs-, fo that he underwent fevere fits of tkc 
adhma, notwithftanding which / he continued to 
-tranfad his afFatirs with his ufual diligence, until his 
health was fo much impaired, that he began .to 
think of Kis di{]C)lution -, not that he negle£bed hrs 
worldly affairs, though he now began to convert 
his attention to the concerns of: his foul. He ftiil 
Employed his endeavours for the accomplifhment of 
his daughter's marriage with the archduke ; and in 
the month of December it was fdlemnixcd atLon- a.c. icos, 
don, the Jord of Bcrghcs a<5i:ing as proxy for Charles. 
Jit the fame time this nobleman depofittxl in the 
hands of Henry a jewel, called The Rich Flower 
de Lys, by way of pledge for the fum of fifty thou- 
.fand crowns lent to the archduke ; and the em- 
peror, as his tutor and grandfather, authorized the 
marriage, and the mortgage for the money, which 
l^e appropriated to his own ufe. As to the match ^^- ****•' 
between king Henry ai>,d Margaret of Auftria, 
though the contract had been fettled to the fatis- 
fa&ionof all parties, the king's dtforder prevented p^j ^ yj^ 
' it from taking effeft. Finding his end approach- gii. * 
ing, he refolved to do fomething that might entitle 
,him to the mercy of heaven : he feemed at length 
touched with the clamours of the people againft 
Empfon and Dudley *, he didributed a liarge fum 
in charity ; he difcharged all prifoners that were 
confined for debts under forty fhiilings ; and among 
-.other rel igious foundations finilhed the hofpital of ' 
the Savoy, and a fine chapel in Wcftminfter-abbey. 

Then 



334 H I S T O R Y o r E^'n 6 L A N D; 

A«c.ff5of. Then he made a will, in which he laycd injunic^ 
Dcflckand tioDS upoH his hcif to make reftimtionof all that 
^^^J^ his l^iccrs and minifters had unjuftly extorted from 
"* ""^ his lubjefts ; and died at Richmond in the fifty •^ 
third year of his age, and the four and twentieth of 
his reign, leaving to his Ion Henry the crown of 
England -f, together with eighteen hundred thou ^ 
£uul pounds fterling in money, jewels, and place, 
dspofitied in the vaults of his palace. Henry was 
fall, ftrait, and well-fhaped, though flender; of 
a grave afpeft; and faturnine complexion ; auftere 
in addrefs, and feferved in converfacion, except 
wiien he had a favourite point to'c^rry ; and then 
he coold fawn, flatter^ and pradife ail the arts of 
infinaation. He inherited a natural itind of faga- 
city, which was improved by ftudy andcxpcrience ^ 
nor was he deficient in perfcnal bravery, or politi* 
calcoorage. He was' cool, clo(e, cunning, dark', 
diftruftfa), and defigning ; and of all the princes 
who had fat upon the Englifli throne, the moft for- 
did, felfilh, and ignoble. He poflefled in a peculiar 
manner the art of turning all his domeftic troubles, 
and all his foreign difputes, to his own advantage : 
hence he acquired the appellation of the £ngli& 
Solomon ; and all the powers of the continent 
courted his alliance on account of his wealth, 
wiiHom, and uninterruf^ed profperity. The no- 
bility he excluded entirely from the adminiftration 
of public affairs, and employed clergymen and 
lawyers, who, as they had no intereft in the nation, 
and depended intirely upon his favour, wcrp more 
obfcquious to his will; and ready to concut in all his 

f Henry VIL had three font and Mai^aret was ^etaof Scotkod ; tnd. 
four (laughters j namely, Arthur, who Mary had juft been affianced toCharlc* 
died in the fcventeenth year of hi» archduke of Auftriaj tho' ihc mar- 
age J Henry, who fucceeded him on ried Lewis XII. of France, add after 
the^ throne J Edmonds who did not hi* dcceaTe, >ChaHes Brando% ddlcetf 
Im to the years of difcretion ; two of Suffolk^ Hoiiing&cad* 
-his daughters died \n their infancy j 
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arbitrary mcafures. At the fame time it muft bc'^«^'»s**i^, 
owned he was a wife legiflator^ chaftc, tea]|)erate» 
afliduous in the exercife of religious duties J dqsent 
in his deportment, and exad in the adminiftration 
of jufticc, when his own private intercft was .not i 
concerned ; though he frcqumdy ufed religioa and 
juftice as cloaks for perfidy and oppfeffiea His 
foul was continually aduated by two ruling paf- 
fions, equally bafe and unkingly ; namely, the fear 
of lofing' His crown, and the defire of amaJfing 
riches } and thefe motives influenced his whole con- 
dufib. Neverthelcfs, his apprehenfion and avarice 
redounded on the wiiole to the advantage of the 
nation.' The firft induced him to deprefe the no- 
biKty, and abolifh the feudal tenures, which rtn- , 
derra them equally fwmidable to the prince and the 
people ; and his avarice prompted him to encou- 
rage induftry and trade, becaufe it improved his 
cuftoms, and enriched his fubjeds, whom he could 
afterwards pillage at difcretion* 
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A.c.f509. TIE N R Y VIII. the fole furviving fon of thtf 
JTl Jace king* afcended the throne in the eigk- 
afcriSsthc teenth year of bis age, with ail the advantages thac 
Engiifli fuch a young, prince could enjoy. His kingdoix^ 
' '^"*' was free from all domeftic troubles ; his neighbours 
courted his friendftiip ; his coffers were full of mo- 
ney ; and he fucceeded a prince^ whofe avarice 
lerved as a foil to his liberality : fo that his accef- 
iion to the throne could not but be agreeable to ths 
Englifh nation. His father, with a view to detach 
him froni the confiderationof ftace-affairs, had cn-» 
gaged him in the (ludy of fchool learning, and he 
ijiade confiderable progrefs in the languages^ theo^ 
logy, and the philofophy of Ariflotle^ The eon* 
fcioufnel^ of this learning, added to the impetuo- 
fity of a paffionate temper, ^nd the contemtplatioa 
of his own perfonal accomplifhments, which were 
really extraordinary, infpired him with fuch a (hare 
of felf-conceit as laid him open to the penetration 
and artifice of other potentates. He was frank, 
open, and oftentatious. His father was not more 
penurious than he was prodigal ; and what was ijtill 
more remarkable, the earl of Surrey, who had 
enjoyed thepoft of lord high treafurer in the former 
reign, on account of his refembling the king 
in parHmony and backwardnefs to part with mo- 
ney, ftill maintained his place, by his conformity 
to the cxpcnfive difpofition of young Henry 5 fo 
thac he jEeetned to change his nature with his fove- 
reign. 

While preparations were making for the furxerat 
of the deceafed king, who was interred with incre* 
dible magnificence, the new monarch retired to 

the 
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the Tower, in order to confult his father'^ tniniftersi t^. c 1509. 
about the mcafures neceflary to be taken in the be- . 
ginning of his reign. The lord Stafford^ brother 
to the duke of Buckingham^ was arrefted upon 
ibme falfe information j but fpon . releafcd, and ' 
created carl of Wihftiire. The biftiopric of Dur-. 
ham being vacant, by the tranflation of Chriftopher 
Bambridge to the fee of York, the king beftowed 
it on Thomas Ruthal doftor qf ]aw, and member 
of the privy counciK He likewifer confirmed an 
amneftyin favour of bis(fubje6ts, which his father 
had granted on his death- bed : tho' this did; not. 
extend to all delinquents i for, he foon publifh^ a: 
proclamation,/ inviting his : people to prefer, com- 
plaints agairift thofe who had opprefjfed themi, on 
pretence of n^aintaining the- prerogative ;: and inv 
mediately an infinite number of petitions was pre-. 
fented againft Empfon and Dudley, who j being 
examined before the council, were cornmitted to 
the Tower, as viftims devoted to defl:ruftiQn> As*p^p^o« 
they had flieltered themfelveS in fuch a mii,iiner> cond^i^n«T 
under the fhadow of the law, that they could not ^oictxh. 
be condemned for their cxadtions, they were tried 
on a frivolous accufafion, of a defign to rebel 
againft the reigning prince 5 and received fentence 
of death for a crime of which they were intirely . 
innocent, Dudley was tried in July at London, 
and Empfon convifted at Northaimpton in pro- 
ber ; but the fentences were not executed, until 
the parliament confirmed them by an a£t of at- 
tainder. 

The next affair that employed the king's atten- 
tion, was his marriage with his brother's widow, 
^hich he had not yet confummated. Notwith- • 
ftanding the pope's difpenfation, young Henry, at, 
''he defire of his father, who had in all probability. 
iMd fdmefchemc for deceiving Ferdinand, no 
'ooner j^ttain^d to the fourteenth year of his age. 
Numb. XLVIIL Z than . 
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A;C. fs'og. t\izn hc protcftcd in a formal manner agamft die 
conient he had given t& this match ; though tkisr.. 
(Sroteftatton was kept fo fecret, that it never caocie 
CO light until it was thought necefiary that, the* 
public fhould be made accjtiainted with the tranf- 
aftion. Ferdinand, as foon as he was informed of 
old Henry's death, invefted the count; dc Fueafib- 
Fida, his amba&dor in England,, with full power 
to renew the treaty of alliance which had been con- 
cluded between him and the late kiffgi and atthe^ 
fame time, he ordered him to derxfand the confir- 
mation and execution of chat relating to his.daugh- 
Foiyd. ter's fecond marriage. When the ambafiador de- 
viigii. Jivered his memorial on thij fubjeA, the council' 
was ailembled, to deliberate and give their advice^ 
whether or not the king ought to confummate the 
marriage. Warham archbifhop of Canterburyr, 
afiirmed, that it was without precedent in a chri- 
ftian land ; that he doubted, whether the pope had 
, power to difpenfe with the former marriage ; and: 
therefore he looked upon this as unnaturd inceft. 
His opinion was ftrongly oppofed by Fox bifhopof 
Winchefter, who infifted upon the unlimited power 
veiled in the vicar of Jefos Chrift ; and expatiated: 
upon the con veniencies (^the match, as wdlas; upoK. 
the danger of incenfing Ferdinand, and the virtues 
of the princefs, who declared (he was Kill a virgin r 
, and referred to the examination of matnons for die 
truth of her allegations* The king himfelf efpoufed 
the fentiments pf Fox •, and the archbiihop defining 
from his oppcifition, through fear of exafperating 
px>pe Julius- II. one of the moft enterpriftng pontiffs 
Henry con- that had ever filkd the papal chair, the couneiLck- 
hirnuptU cre«d, that the marriage Ihould be confummated, 
withcathe. though not befoFC the princefs IhouW Have renoun- 
u^n. "^^ <^^ f^^ herfdf and her heirs, her dower of t^O 
hundred thoufand crowns, as a fum belonging t^* 
^ thd king her hufband; She <k>ind[ied with tiOa-' 

amicle 


E N ft T VIIL 339 

tfticfe by a foiemn deed 5 and the count de Fueh- A.aiso9, 
ikKda made a like reouncktion, in the name of his 
mafter Ferdinand* !^and his daughter Joan queen of 
Caftiie. Then the nuptials were confummated j ^a. Puli. 
and the ceremony of coronation was performed .pn Thw auo* 
i^iC twenty-fourth day of June, immediately after '"*"''* 
the death of Margaret, countefs pf Richmond and 
Derby, the king's grandmother; 

Henry, in the beginning of his reign, addifted ^ ^^* 
himfclf wholly to pleafures and paftime, and thofe mannetof 
ofthem'oft expenfive nature; fo that the old bifliop ^'^"*«- 
cf Wihchefter waCs extremely chagrined at the di& 
fipation of chat treafure which Henry VII. had be* 
ftowed fuch pains in amafling He complained • 
loudly on this futyedt, and exclaimed in particular 
agai^ft the earl or Surrey, for encouraging the king 
in fuchf exceOes : but, perceiving that all his re- 
monftrances were difregarded at a court which Was 
become the feat of fenfuality, and that his influence 
declined apace, he endeavoured to fupplant Surrey, 
%ho was his rival in the king's favour, by introdu- 
cing Thomas Woltey, on whofe capacity and at- Woifey fa. 
tachm<int he could depend. This ecclefiaftic was ^"^ •* 
the fon of an obfcure butcher at Ipfwich, who al* 
ready b^gan to diftinguifh himfelf by his uncom- 
jndn talents and addrefs ; and the biftiop of Win- 
Chefter foreicieing, that he would fooninfinuate him- 
felf into the king's good graces, procured fot him 
the pJac6 of almoner to his majefty. 

In the courfe of this yea:r, the treaty between 
England and the Scottifti king was renewed and 
confirmed, by the miqiftry of the bifliop of Mur- 
jay, who had come to England, with compliments . 
of congratulation from his brother-in-law, upon 
his accelfion to the throne. The emperor Maxi- 
milian fent an embafly of the fame nature : and 
Henry appointed Chriftopher Bambridge archbifhop 
of Vork, his enroy ac the tourtof Koms, to whic^ 

Z a he 


* 


340. HISTORY o> ENGLAND. 

A.c, 1509. he had repaired, to follicit the' confirmation of his 
holineis, upon his being tranflated to the x fee of 
York. It was the intereft of the king of England 
to maintain an ambafiador at Rome for intelligence 
at thisjundure, when pope Julius was employed 
in forming a powerful confederacy of the Eurbpean 
princes. He had laid the defign of re-annexing to. 
the holy fee all the dominion^ of which it had been 
dffmcmbered ; and thefe being chiefly in the hand* 
of the Venetians, he refolved to humble that info- 
lent republic. His projeft was relilhed by the king 
of France, becaufc they had encroached upon his 
dutchy of Milan \ the emperor was very well dif- 
pofed to concur in any meafure by which he might 
regain fome footing in Italy, which had belonged ^ 
to his predeceflbrs ; and Ferdinand was glad of an 
Opportunity to retrieve, without repayment, • fome 
places in the kingdom of Naples^ which he had 
pawned to the Venetians for a fum of money. The 
duke of Ferrara wanted to recover Rovigo and the 
Polefin, which were poflcfled by the Venetians 5 
and the Florentines were incenfed againft that re- 
public, for having fupported Pifa, which they 
Account of wanted to fubdue. Xhele.were the motives of the 
cmbwy!** f^^^o^s league formed againft Venice, atCambray, 
where the congrefs was opened, on pretence of ac- 
^ icommodating the difierence between Charles of 
Auftria, and the duke of Guelderland. In order to 
deceive the fpies of Yenjcc, they at firft concluded 
a treaty of perpetual peace between the pope, the 
emperor, and the kings of France and Spain : but, 
at the fame time, they ratified an offcnfive and de- 
fenfive league againft the Venetians. In compliance 
with the conditions of this treaty, Lewis marched 
from Milan in the beginning of April, at the head 
of a numerous army ; while the pope*s forces en- 
' tered Romagna, thofe of Arragon invaded Lom- 
bardy 5 the duke of Ferrara fell upon the PolcCn ^ , 

and 
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and the emperor remained at Trent, that he might ^' ^' *50*« 
be at hand to reap the fruirs of their fuccefs- In 
the me^n time, the Venetians took the field, under 
the jcondu<3; of the count de Petiglianp, who enga- 
ging the French at Gieradadda, was intirely de- 
^ feated. Leivis, in fifteen days after this viftory, 
made himfclfmafter of Cremona, Pexhiera, Crema, 
Brefcia, and Bergama : Vicenza, Verona, Padua, . 
together with Friuli, and all the towns of Iftria, 
fubniitted to theemperpr. The pope's general re- 
duced Ravenna, Cervia, Faenza, and Rimini ; 
while the duke of Ferrara recovered Rovigo : fo 
that in the courfe of one (hort campain, the Vene- 
tians faw all their extenfive territories reduced to 
the fingle city of Venice ; and the five places ik , ^ 
the kingdom of Naples, which had been mortgaged ' 

to them by Ferdinand. Their difafter was fatal tb ^ 

the Pifans, who, being no longer fupportcd by that 
republic, were obliged tb furrender to the Floren- 
tines, after a tedious fiege, during which they were 
reduced to the utmoft extremity. Lewis, having 
accompliflied bis aim, returned to France, after 
he had detached a body of troops to join the em- 
peror, whofe army was tar from being in a flourilh- 
ing condition. Th« French king's departure af- 
forded fome refpite to the Venetians : theyTum- 
moned up all their fortitude, to repair the da triages 
they had fuftained : they brought a new arniy into 
the^eld, which kept Maximilian at bay, and toolc 
Padua by furprize: they appeafcd the pope by 
fubmiffion; and detached Ferdinand from the 
league, by promifing to reftore his five towns 
which they poffcffed. By this time, pope Julius 
began to be terribly difquieced by the union that' 
feemed to fubfift between the king of France and 
the emperor ; he concluded, that they had engaged 
in a fccret treaty to fubdue and divide between 
them the whole country of Italy. In order to pre-* 

Z 3 vcw 
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A^c.ssio. drlva'the French out of Italy, believed ke h^ id 
o?her defign but that of fcizing Ferrari ; aud or* 
dercdChaumont governor of Milan to fuccour the 
duke of Ferrara, in cafe he ihould be attacked. 
The fleet of Venice and the pope's army, howevciv 
having attempted to furprifc Genoa, the king of 
France confidered the affair in a more ferious lighc^ 
fand direfted Chaumont to keep a watchful eye over 
the'conduft of Julius, whom that ^neral i accord^ 
ingly had w^li nigh furprifed.at Bologna. The pope 
. coniplained loualy of this infult at all the courts ia 
Europe, and in particular at London. He ex- 
communicated the French generals ; made another 
unfuccefsful attempt upon Genoa, in conjunftion 
with the Venetian gallies ; fen t for twelve thoufand 
Swifs, who began their march for the Milaneft, 
under the conduft of the bifliop of Sion : but fiiad- 
ing the paffes ftrohgly guardet}, they retwmed to 
their own country. Lewis formed two fucceffive 
•treaties with Maximilian, by the laft of whkb, 
they agreed to aflembje a general council at Pifa, 
,,. . . in order to depofe Julius 5 and they, aftually gainad 
over nine cardinals to their intereft* Mean while, 
the pope and Venetians being joined by the Spanifti 
army fron; Naples, his holinefs anvefted Miraadola 
in perfon ; and the place being reduced, entered by 
the brieacK as a conqueror. When Lewis ccma- 
plained of Ferdinand -s having joined that pontiff 
gnd the Venetians, he excufed himfelf by faying^ 
that as king of Naples, he was a ysifM- of the Ro^ 
mitn fee,' and in that quality could not refufe to de- 
fend tjie pope's perfon and dominions; but that, ia 
other refpe^, he would jipt intereft hinofelf in the 
fjHtcdar- quarrel, but firmly adhei?e to the articles of the 

^.g. 1511.^ Hithj^rtKy, rHenry had not interfered m the af- 
fair3 pf Italy^ or indeed in any fweiga^fpute tMt 
Bright interrupt hi§ ple^fure, which was now. greatly 
' . \ 4 . 9ugtncn;e4 
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^augmented by his queen's being delivered of afon, ^-^^ *5»V 
-who died, however, in a few weeks, to the unfpeak- . 
able mortification of bis parents. Ferdinand, with 
a view to engage his fon-in-law infenfibly in their 
alliance againlt France, diiTembled his real defign % 
and, on pretence of equipping ^n armament againi): 
the Moors of Africa, foUicited a reinforcement of 
a thoufand Englifh archers. His requeft was im- 
' mediately granted ; and Thomas Darcy being creat- 
ed a baron, was nominated to the command of this 
fmall detachment. The Venetians lent amballa- ^a, vm 
ctors to England, under colour of thanking Henry 
for having ufed his good offices towairds their recon<* 
ciliation with his holinefs: but their real defign 
was to engage him in the projeded league. The 
pope created Bambridge archbiihop of York, a 
cardinal, and promoted Matthew Skinner bifhopof 
5ion to the fame dignity : in a word, the confcde- ' ^ 
ratsesfpared no pains to gain over the minifters and 
agmts of Henry \ to perfuade him, that the king 
of France was become too formidable by the con* 
queft of Milan; and might, if hot feafonably 
checked,* form more important fchcmes to the pre- 
judice of his neighbours. At length he gave ear to 
their remonftrances, and promifed to. join their af- e^TZ a» 
fbciation. He appointed commiflioners to nlufkr '^^°''' , , 

, 1 • 1 • • /• 1 I ' 1 itraucw of ' 

4ina arm the miJuia or the kingdom, on pretence the pope an^ 
of putting the nation in apoftureof defence, jn his confcde* 
cafe it ihould be invaded •, and that he might avoid 
a rupture with the king of Scotland, who he knew 
vas attached to Lewis, he appointed envoys to regu^^ 
late all deferences, which bad happened fmce the 
Jaft treaty. Janaes, however, found a pretext, in 
fpite of all his precautions, Andrew Breton, a 
Scottiih nierchant, having obtained from his fove* 
reign a commiffion to make reprifals on the Porta- ' ; 
^ucfe, who bad plundered and murdered his father 
on tiie hi|h ftas> equipped %vfo ibips of war, with 

which 
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Ai^x%\t. 5irhich\he iriawte prize rf aH the PoutJguefe stffds 
Qimets that traded through the £kiglifii channel. The 
^ ^^ ambaflador ff Poitiogaif repreicntiiig thh conih3A 
Scotland. toHenrjras an infidt upon the £i)gli(h iflag, be 
PfxkredLti90 Jarge flnps to be fitted ^ooi:, and fter 
itowed the commaitd of them upon the two fons of 
the earl of Surjiey, who attack^ the Scottifli cotr 
fair, and took his vefiel, ' after aa obftinate engager 
^chanaji. ment, in which fin^ea loft his life. The kiog of 
*' ^' iSoocland demanded rcftitution of the prizes, as'weli 
as reparation for an outrage committed againft the 
articles of p^kce fubfifting between the two king- 
doms. Henry refoied the fatisfaftioci he demand- 
ed^ aUedgtng, that pycatesa^corfaiis w»:e never 
comprehended in treaties i and James iprcHefted 
againft this refufal, as an afirotit whid& he would 
tefent the firft opportunity. 
Progrefsof Durhfig thcfe tcanfaAions, i^ewis made f<Bme ad«» 
the^vvarm ^^^j^^^^ toM^ard^ a pacification wtththeipope ; \mt 
all his prDp3fa]ssi. beijag jrejefted, he ordered Ouiu^ 
moot to carry on the war with vigoer. That sge^ 
neral, thooigh inferior in number to the allies, oom^ 
manded a body, of fiich Tetemns,. chat^ they were 
afraid to hazasd an engagement: ac .length he 
^ marched towards Modeaa, in order to befic^ that 
pty; and the pope, racher than it fliould fail into 
i the hajods of Lewis, deded it xo thereniperor, who 

began about this time to aft verycoJcHy ^x the 
intercft of his ally. Nevcrthelefs, the army of the 
co0'&deraifies /bemg very hard preflfed by Cbaumonti ) 
Ferdinand, whd ftill profefled neutrality, prc^oied 
m rongirefs at Mantua, <wkich produceid no odier 
elFeft tiian a delay, that was. vfiity pn^judicial 4X) xhe 
iPr^nch incereft. After this inefifedual effiort to«- 
wards an acGDmtsiodaticm, Maximilian, who was 
^90t yet altogether detached from Lewis, confenced 
that the council atPifa fhould be fummOded in his 
name, to Bieet on xhe fir ft day of September, ami 

deliberate: 
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deliberate upon meafurcs for the leformation of the ^ ^ «5«»^ 
church, in ic$ head and members. Not chat Lemi 
was aJto^ether free offufpidon: Jie was informec) 
of a c»nfcrenq5 at Bologna between the pope and 
the biihop of Giarch, the emperor's miniftc;r \ and 
Fcrdinand^s gfeat pr£paratioos filled htm with jea* 
loufy and diftruft. Thus alarmed, he ordered Trir 
vulcr, who had fucceeded to the command of his 
army, on the death of Chaumont, to a4t againft the 
enen)y with all poffible diligence. He accordingly 
took Coocor<fia, and ^proached Bologna, . froni . 
whence the pope retired to Ravenna, arcer having 
endeavoured jn vain to perruade his allies to hazard 
a battle. He had no fooner, withdrawn himielf, 
than an infurreftion enfued in Boiogoa* The car** 
dinal of Pavia, whom the pope had ieft gov^nor ai 
the place, abandoned his diarge. TlifS army of 
the allies, which had advanced to one pf the gates^ 
underftanding this commotion, fled with the utmoft 
precipitation, leaving their artillery, baggage;, and 
ammunition, to the inhabitants; and ta complete / 

the mortification of the, pope, his favpurite cardinaji 
of Pavia^ was afiafiirnared by his nephew the duke 
d'Uf hino, who accuied him of having loft Bolqgna - 
by his cowardice. His holinefs, therefore, ^^^^^S Cwcdn^ 
his army difperied, and all hisdefigns upon Ferrara duii. 
defeated, retired from Ravenna to Rome ^ and oa» 
the road had the mortification, at fever al places to 
fee the placards for the council of Pifa, by which he 
himfelf was fummonedto a£^>ear inperfon. In thi^ Aa. pu]». 
extremity, he exprefiied a defire 01 feeii^g the difr 
ference between him and France accommodated ^i 
and Lewis accepted of his propoials, provided they 
fhotuld be approved by the emperor : hjgit, the Spa- 
nilh fleet no focwer arrived at Naples for bis fervicct 
than he raifed his demands in fuch a manner, that 
Juewis plainly perceived his former propofals had 
been njade fok^ with a view to gain time; and 

forfhwith 
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^c. 151T. forthwith ordered Trivulci to fend fuccours to Ba- 
logna, which, with the princes of Bentivbglio, he 
took under his proteftion. Mean while, Julius, 
with a view to countermine the council of Pifa, 
iflued a bull, convoking another in the church of 
the Latcran. When the aflembly of Pifa was ac- 
tuaJly opened, he excommunicated that city, as 
well as Florence, to which it belonged j and laid 
both places under an interdift. Maximilian ftill 
fecmed to hefitatc between his alliance with France 
%ind the proffers of the pope and Venetians ; or 
rather he* kept aloof at Infpruck, that he might 
take the advantage of the diftrefs of either party. 
« Ferdinand on the other hand pretended, that his 
armament was defigned againftthe Moors of Africj 
but as foon as he had won over his fon-in-law Henry 
of England, he changed his pretext, and declared, 
his intention was to proteft the church againft the 
violence of Lewis. He and Henry fent ambafla- 
dors to that hionarch, requiring him to defift from 
his hoftilities againft the pope ; otherwifc, as chri- 
ftian princes, they could not help defending the 
Henry and church, which was diftrcflcd by his ambition. Lewis 
d«iare" perceiving that their meafures were already taken, 
cbesi^ives ^ would not deign to juftify his conduft-, but return, 
th^ *hoiyV^ cd fuch a lofty anfwer as they wanted to receive. 
Immediately after this tranfaftion, the pope, the 
king of Arragon, and the Venetians, concluded 
a league at Rome, leaving a place for the king of 
England, tho* hts ambaflador cardinal Bambridge 
did not fign the treaty. Henry hoped to conclude 
t feparate alliance, which Ihould oe more advan* 
tageous to England, than this league, which only 
rcfpefted the interefts of Italy, or rather the conve- 
nierfce of the pope 5 for, the profefled aim of it was 
to retrieve the city of Bologna, and all the other 
territories which had been wrefted from the holy fee 
by any prince or perfon whatfocver. In the midft 
• ' of 
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of thftfe negotUtions, the councilof Pifa held two;^;^^5»;- 

feffions in that city, although Julius had ^xcom* pf^ 

municated all the cardinals and prelates of which 

it was conopofed* as well as all the princes by 

whom it was countenanced ; but, an infurreftion \ 

of the populace difturbing their deliberations, they^ 

transferred the council to Milan, where they thougHt 

they might take their meafures with niore fafety. 

Among the adherents of Lewis was John d'Albret 

king of Navarre, who no fooner declared for the 

council of Pifa, than Ferdinand formed the defigti 

of depriving him of his kingdom on this pretence, . . 

and refolved to ufe HeAry of England as the inftru- 

ment, for putting this defign into execution. He 

gave them to underftand, that this was a favour^ 

^ble opportunity for recovering Guienne, which had • 

^longed tohis predecefibrs, as the Italian league 

wpuld find fuch employment for Lewis, that he 

ihould not be in a condition to defend his own 

country. That as Guienne was fo remote from 

England, he (Ferdinand) from his afFeftion to 

Henry, would fupply him with troops; tranfports, 

artillery, and ammunition, without dcfiring any 

advantage for himfelf, but the pleafure of contri- ^ 

buting to j;he fucccfs of his fon-in-law. This was 

the bait which allured Henry to enter heartily into 

the league with the pope, the king of Arragon, and 

the Venetians ; as well as to violate the peace which 

he had fo fplemnly renewed with France, and which 

was fo much for the intereft of England. Far 

frooi interfering in the afiairs of Italy, he ought 

to have'encoujraged Lewis in his defigns upon that 

tountry, the profecution of which would have ef- 

fedtually fecured his kingdom from any danger of ' 

a French invafion. 

In about ^x weeks after the I'atification of the 
league of Rome, Henry and Ferdinand concluded 
anp^her at LondoUj in the preamble to which they 

expatiated 
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A.C. >^i**exparia(ted upon tKe ambitkm and impiety ef ^t» 
French king, who had wzgrd war ag^ft hk ho- 
hnelfti madk himfelf mafter of Bolognaf ^^ end6a^«• 
voured »> (urprifc: the pes&m of the pope^ an c4d« 
infirm vaktudtnaiy ^ found the artny >«F the Ji^^ 
fee ; and refulbd to abftainr from (oeh cruel hc^ ^ 
ftilicies, when* aikifed by die kinj^ of Aitagon and ' 
England, to reecdidfe hisnfitlf whh cfae i|)iritaal fa^ 
Tieatyat ther of Chqftendom. la confequence Mtlus ol>- 
!-<»*>« Je- ftinacy, they had- for the praife and glory of 6od- 
S^^ Almighty, our ford JefusChrift, and the whole- 
^*n^ *«» triumphant hoft of Hcaren 4 for the defenee, eip- 
***"* altation, and incrcafe of the cathofic faith, the 
chriftian religion, and the holy Roman chi^rdn ^n* 
juftly oppre&d, engaged in a foiemn leag^e and ai - 
£ance, importingvThat the two kings fhouklimder^ 
take the delence and protc&ion of the holy Roftmtr 
fee againft all zgg^Sars : That Fe^dinand-fhoolcf 
take arms for diae purpofe in Italy: and^ Tliat 
with the fame view of proccifling thil h^ly fee, tticy 
fliould diftrefti the king of France, by (tarpying tiit 
war into Guienne, which (faould be oonquered f<yt 
the king of England,, ta whom it of ri^ belonged. 
For the execution of this^^ article, Hemy engaged 
to fend thither a body of fix thousand iii&ntiy, 
which (hottld not be recalled without the oonfent o|f 
Ferdinand, wha undercook to fumilh fiive hundred 
men atarnts, fifteen hundred ligbt horfe, and foar 
tboufand infantry, on the fame condition; Befides, 
hepromifed tofumiflitheEngliih crobps withpro- 
viiion, and muhioo^s of war at a moderate pricre ^ 
and the two kings agreed co^ equip a coi^erabte 
fleet for the purpofes of rixis expedition. It wa^ 
ftipulacedy That Ferdinand flioold provide fonr]^ 
veflels, at a reafonable price, for tranfporting'che 
Englilh troops to Guienne : That the places tal^en 
in thatcountry^ or clfewherc, ftiould be defivered 
to him 0f (rhetwo kings who (houk^ appear to have 

the 
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ihe prior cla4m to iuch acquifitions : That the ar- ^^ ^* m*'- 

My telof^ging te one of the Icings, being in Gut-' 

emie, M>r elfewhefe, they fiiould both adt with all' 

theJF power for the defence of either's dominions, 

, provided they fhould rctjuire afliftanfie : That they 

j Ifaocrjd adhere to^ the council of the kateran, antf 

of^^ofe that of Pifa; with' a'lt itsf favourers a*id ad^ 

! Ifet^ntis : That rieitlier king ffiould make peace or 

! tnice without the other^s eonfent : That tMs treaty 

Aoyid notf cancel thofe which had beea formerly 

f cencltided : and. That! it Aould be^ ratified m four '^ : 

month* by the eontraaing parties. ""^ 

Immediately after the concltifion of this treaty, j^c.iw' 
which was communicated to Lewis by the pope's 
a^tit at London; whom he had bribed for intelli*^ 
geilce, Menry called a^ parliament, which meeting 
0n the fourth day of Febroary,^ he made them ae- 
qaaimed with his defign againff France, folcmnly 
|iri^tefting, that his fde aim was to defend the pope, 
and abolift the fchifmatic council, which had been 
ttHhs^rted from Piia^to Milan, , A war with France 
was never unwelcome to the Englilh people. The 
dommon^ voted a confiderable fobfidy ; and feveral 
laws were enadied, relating , to the conduct of the 
. estpedkionL At fed the feflion brofee up, after 
• having removed the attainder of Sir Edmund Dud- ^ , 
Icy^ and reftored his^ fort John to the rank, eftate^ 
md howours of his family. T hen Hepry feiit Sil- 
vdter bifliop of Worcefter, and Sir Robert Wing* 
fiddly as his ambaffadors to the council of the Late- 
mfl) with' full power to confem, in his name, to every 
da^ree th«t fliouW be made for the refbrmatioi^of the 
dtureh, in its head and members. This ftep bemg 
cdiken, he conferred the command of his ffeet upon ' 
Ed'ward Howard, cldeft fon of the earl of Surrey^ 
and that of the army defttncd tb aft on fftore, on 
TbomasGrey marquis ofDorfct. The troops intend* • 
cd for tie GuicnM expedition, embarkihp in the 

month 
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A.c. I cti. month of May, arrived in the province of Guipitfcoft 

ioto's^atir about the beginning of June, where they landed 

under the ^j^h thc general, and met with a very cordial re-. 

the raarquit cepcion from the comoiiuioners ot terdmand. Ad* 

9fiknkt. miral Howard, who had conveyed them thither, 

in his return made a defcenc on the coaft of Britca« 

ny, from whence he carried off a confiderable booty* 

^«iw- jjg afterwards received a reinforcement, which 

tween the Henry ient upon hearing that the French king had 

^Jj21 "^ fitted out a powerful navy ; and the enemy failing 

from Breft, both fleets met in the Channel, where 

a defperace engagement enfued. In the courfe of 

the battle, the Regent, a large fliip, commanded 

by Sir Thomas Knevit, grappled with the Cor- 

deliere, one of the ftrongeft mips of France, the 

captain of which finding himfelf overpowered, fee 

fire to the magazine, and blew up both veflels ; fo 

chat every perfon on board of them perilhed, to 

the amount of fixteen hundred chofen men. - This 

dreadful fcene interrupted the combat, and affedted 

both fides in fuch a manner, that they had n& 

inclination to renew the engagement. The French 

retired to Breft, and the Englifli remained mafters 

£?:5fl2;. of the chaiinel. 

Ferdinand, notwithftanding the tertns of hia 
^^J^"* league with Henry, had no other intention but 
vtmin,f)A that of conqucriog Navarre ; and therefore his 
£^su&^. general, the duke of Alva, inftead of joining the 
Mrti. n)arquis of i)orfet, who had encamped at Fonta^^ 
rabia, with a view to inveft Bayonne, remained at 
Logrogno with his forces, alledging that it would 
be dangerous to undertake the fiege of Bayonne, 
while the king of Navarre continued attached 
to the ipterell of Lewis % becaufe while they 
jQiould be employed at the fiege be might introduce 
the French into his dominions; and encamping 
^ between the mountains and the fea, cut off their 
convoys^ without hazarding a battk« He there- 
fore 
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xbfe propofcd that they (hould try to bring ov6r a.c.ij..; 
that prince to their meafures, before they fliould 
embark in fiich an important enterprize. The 
marquis, perfuaded by this remdnftrance, dilpatched 
an Englifh officer, to dclire the king of Kavarre to 
join the allies ; and Ferdinand fent him a meflfage 
to the fame purpofe. He declared he would ob- 
lerve an exaft neutrality ; but they prefling him 
either to join them, or deliver four places for theif 
fecurity, he rejefted their propofals, without hefi- 
tation. Meanwhile a French army, commanded 
by the duke of Longueville, approaching the fron- 
tiers of Bearne, the marquis complained, that the 
time loft in the negotiation with the king of Na- 
varre had given the French an opportunity to come 
^nd defend their frontiers ; and he infilled upon know- 
ing whether or not Ferdinand would attack Guienne, 
according to the treaty of London. The king of 
Arragon replied, that it would be imprudent in 
him to let his army march to Fontarabia, and h^^ 
liege Bayonne, while his own dominions fliould bcf 
left expofed to invafion from the enemy -, that ic 
would be more for their advantage to march thro* 
Navarre, and fecure three or four places of that 
kingdom, by way of prevention. He, for this 
reafon, exprefled a defire that the Englifh troops 
would join the duke of Alva for th^t purpofe \ and 
he did not doubt that the king of Navarre would 
engage in the league, as foon as he Ihould find 
htmfelf hard preffed) fo as to juftify his conduft,* 
Ihould he be queftioned by Lewis ; in which cafef 
the fiege of Bayonne would be undertaken with a 
much better profpedl of fiiccefs. The Englifh ge-- 
neral gave him to underftand, that he had no in- 
ftruftions to a6i againft the king of Navarre ; and 
that he could not refolve to niake fuch a long cir- 
cuit as would be neceffary for joining the duke of 
Alva.- Ferdinarid, not fatisficd With this anfwcr, ftiil 
W48. ' A a prcflcd 
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A' c. isw. prefied him to join his army. v and ih the ihean tune 
ordered his general to inveil Pampeluna, the capr* 
tai of Navarre, which in a little time furrendered 
tipon capitulation ; while the king of that country 
retired to France, and entered into a treaty with 
Lewis for their mutual defence. After the reduc- 
tion of Pampeluna, Ferdinand, inftead of joining 
iht Englifh forces, according to his promifcy or- 
dered the duke of Alva to continue his conquefts ^ 
while the troops undet the marquis of Dorfet, (erved 
as an army of obfervation, and intimidated the 
French from entering Navarre ; fa that theSpa- 
ni(h general was enabled to fubdue the greateft part 
of that kingdom, without interruption. The king 
of Arragon, in the mean time, difpatched a mef- 
fenger to England, to cajole Henry with an unfair 
account of his proceedings ; and, as the Idng of 
England had received no intelligence to the con« 
trary, from the marquis of Dorfet, he, at the re- 
q.ucft of Ferdinand^ ordered that general toco-ope- 
fate with the Spamfh army. Before the marquis 
received this order, the duke of Alva reduced St* 
Jean dc pied de port ; and then the king of Arra- 
gon offered,' that if the marquis of Dorfet would 
join his forces, they ihould march diredly into 
Guienne, and befiege Bayonne % but this propofal 
was rejefted, as an impraftrcablc fcheme, by the 
marquis, who knew that the French army was in- 
trenched between Bayonne and Salvatierra ; fo that 
he could not pafs the river Bidai]ba, v/ithout run- 
ning the rifk of lofing hi» forces v and, Bayonne 
was by this time fo well provided, that it could 
not be bcfiegcd with any hope of fuccefs. 

Ferdinand was well acquainted with thefe cir- 
^um (lances,, and the fole defrgn of his propofal waa 
to;obtain a pretence for charging upon the marquis 
^/"^ the whole blame of Jea%ing Guienne uninvaded. 
That noblemaiv inc^nfed at his diiing^nuous con- 
dud. 
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au£t, and feeing his army daily dirninifli by ficknefs ^* ^* 's\** 
and dearth of provifion, demanded tranfports for 
fconyeying them to their own cQuntryi Thefewere 
granted, with afeemin^ reludtanqe, By F^erdiriahd, tur^E^ 
-who, thougK he protefted againft their departiirei ^*"**' 
was very little concerned at their retreat^, Becaufe 
he had already made himfdlf mafter of the whole 
kingdom of Navarre. At this period the marquis 
of Dorfet falling fick, was fuccceded in command 
by lord Thomas Howard •, and juft as the troop$ 
"Were ready to embark, the herald arrived with an 
order to the general to obey king Ferdinand in all 
his dire6fcions. This news produced a mutiny in M«crri< 
the army, which could not be reftrained from em^ 
barking ; and, when they were retUrndd to th.eir 
own country, the king was at firfl: incenfed againdt 
the' general : but his indignation fubfided when He 
was informed of all the tranfaflions of the cam- 
paign, by which he plainly perceived that he had 
been egregioufly duped by his father-in-law. He 
found it convenient, however, to diliemble ari4 
temporife, left Ferdinand flhould leave him in the 
lurch, by making a feparate accommodation v/icB 
L^wis. fiefdre me tnd of the year, the king oi 
Arragon was in full pofleffion of Navarre, which 
he had no other pretext for >etaihing, but the pope'^s 
bull, denouncing excommunication againft Johii 
d'Albret, king of Navarre •, and bcftowing his do* 
nlinions upon the prince by whom they Ihould be 
firft conquered^ - ^^* ^'Wft< 

During thefe tranfaftions in Navarre, the armv 
of the allies in Italy, commanded by the vicerofy 
of Naples, undertook the fiege of Bologna; buc 
they were obliged to lay afide that enterprize at the 
approach of Gafton de Foi?c, duke de Nemours, 
who afterwards routed them at Ravenna, but was 
himfelf killed in the purfu it ; then afl the towns 
of Romiaigna furrendefed voluntarily to the cardinal - 
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A. G. 1512. sj^ Sevcrin, who attended the French army as 
legate from the council of Pifa, tranQatcd to Milan. 
The cardinals at Rome were fo terrified at thele 
. events, that they went in a body, and fupplicated 
Julius to make peace with France ; but he had 
refources of which they were ignorant. The Swifs, 
at the inftigation of the cardinal of Sion, refolved 
to invade the dutchy of Milan j and la Paliflei the 
Frencli general, being apprized of their prepara- 
tions, haltened to the defence of that country, 
leaving St. Severin with a fmall body of troops in 
the Romagna^ fo that Rome was freed of its ap- 
prehenfions, and Julius opened the council of the 
Lateran. Immediately after the retreat of laPalifle^ 
» ^ the towns of Romagna fubmitted to the pope. 
Lewis was fain to fend an army into Beam, to 
hinder the EngliQi and Spaniards from invading 
Guienne ; the emperor concluded ^ truce with the 
Venetians, and withdrew his troops from the army 
of France left to defend the Milanefe ; fo that car- 
dinal St. Severin was recalled for the fuccour of 
that dutchy. * Sixteen thoufand Swifs began their 
inarch for Italy by the way of Trent, through 
which they were allowed a free paflage by Maxi- 
milian^ who excufed himfelf to Lewis, by faying, 
that his alliance with the Cantons would not allow 
him to refufe them k pafiage through his dominions. 
Being joined by the Venetians at Verona, they ap- 
. ^. proached Milan. Paliffe, being fo weakened that 

he could not pretend to oppofe their progrefs, re- 
folved to repafs the mountains, and retire to France; 
and he was immediately followed by the fathers c* 
the council, which, by a hafty decree, was tranf- 
ferred from Milan to Lyon. All the places of the 
Milanefe immediately furrendered to the Swifs and 
Venetians, except Parma, Placentia, and Reggio. 
Alexander Bentivoglio quitted Bologna, which 
was abandoned to the pope's difcretioni fo that by 
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a very furprizing revolution, that pontiff reco- ^•^•'51*. 
vcred Ravenna, Bologna, the whole country of 
Romagna ; and the French were driven from Italy. 
On this oceafion the allies held a congrefs at Man^ xhc French 
tua, where they agreed that Maximilian Sforza ^^^'^ ^«» 
jhould be re-cftablimed in Milan, and the houfe of ^' 
Medicis at Florence. The inhabitants of this Jaft 
city received the individuals of that family as pri- 
vate citizens ; but the cardinal of Medicis, en- 
tering the place while the army of the confede- 
rates was at the gates, introduced a good number 
of officers and foldiers, by which means he excited 
an infurredtion, that rendered him mailer of tht 
place; and the fovereignty of his houfe was re- ^^.^j^^ 
eftabliihed. duu 

. A fecond aflembly was held at Rome, at the 
defire of the pope, who wanted to perfuade his al- 
lies to ad againft the duke of Ferrara, <and totSt& 
a peace between the emperor and the Venetians, lb 
as that Maxittiilian fliould abandon the council at 
Lyon. The duke of Ferrara was protected by the 
king of Arragon, and the Venetians refufed to 
fupply the pope with troops and money to fubdue 
that dutchy : as to the peace between the emperor 
and the republic, it was rendered impracticable by 
the intolerable terms which Maximilian pretended 
coipipofe. At length, Julius, refolving at all ha- League btr. 
zards todiflblve the council of ,Pifa, and hinder j,^;;",^* 
Lewis from re-entering Italy, engaged with the the emperor 
emperor in a league oflfenfive and defenfive, againft y^ans. 
Venice. Maximilian confentcd to the pope's keep- 
ing Parma, Placentia, and Reggio, faving (till the 
rights of the empire; to renounce the council 
of Pifa, and abandon the duke of Ferrara, and 
the Benrivoglios. Julius engaged to affift the em- 
peror with all his power ; to launch his thunder 
againft the Venetians, and declare them excluded 
from the league of Rome. This treaty being ra* 

A a 3, tified^ 
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A. c |5|j. tified, Maximilian renounced the aflembly of Eifat 
and Sforza was put in poflcffion of the dutchy of 
Milan, according to the refolution taken by the 
^Ilies at Mantua. 

Henry king of England, notwithftanding his late 
cxperierice ot Ferdinand's double-dealing, allowed 
himfclf to l^e ^mufed again by that prince and his 
allies. They gave him to underftand, that having 
nothing to fear from Italy, they would now unite 
their forces, in order to invade France v fo that he 
could not fail to recover Guienne and Normandy. 
JIc forthwith fcnt ambafiidors to Bruffek, to con- 
clude a league againft Lewis, with the pope, the 
emperor, the king of Arragon, and Charles of 
p,^!^ Auftria, fovereign of the Low Countries. Then 
\\c affcmbled a parliament, to demand a fubfidy, 
which ws^^ chearfully granted -, and, during this 
feflion, he received a bull from the pope, granting 
a plenary indulgence to all his fgbjefts who ihould 
Junes king alfift him in this war, with their pcrfons or money. 
eft^gtt'in'^a Henry would willingly have lived in peace with his 
tfcaty, Of- broth?r-in la>y, Jamfes kifhg of Scotland •, but that 
drfMfi4"'* prin<:e, partly from the maxims of policy, and 
^ith Le'wis partly from bis refeotment of Henry's refufing to 
of France, give him fat isfa^ion in the affair pf Barton, was 
altogether biafled in favour of Lewis. He fitted 
put a fleet of (hips, und?r the command of An- 
drew Barton, brother to the corfair of that name ; 
find this officer took a great number of Engliih 
yeflels. As foon as Henry declared war againft 
France, James engaged in a league with. Lewis, 
and began to aflferpble an army for making an ir- 
fuptior) into England, after the forces of that king-r 
(Jom ihpuld have embarked in the expedition to 
the cpntinent. Henry, alarmed at the Scottifh ar- 
^nament, fcnt two ambafladors to expoftulate with 
tames \ who faid, that being allied to both crowns, 
hi^ i^te^tio^ wa3 to obferve an exadt neutrality.: 
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fcat the king of England, being afterwards inform- ^•^- *5»' 
ed of his league with Lewis, appointed the earl of 
Surrey warden of the northern provinces, with 
power to raife ar> army, and adb againil Scotland^ 
in cafe of necefllty. i^* HuUru 

While affairs remained in this fituation, pope 
Julius II. died, and was iucceeded in the papacy by 
cardinal John de Medicis, who afiumed the name 
of X^eo X. and began his pontificate in the thirty'^ 
feventh year pf his age. He ivas not fo fiery and 
infolent as his predecedbr, but pofTefied a great 
fund of art and addrefs ; and was already well ex - 

Eerienced in the political tranfadions of Europe, as 
e had been employed by Julius in the moft im - 
portanc negotiations. He accordingly profecuted 
the plan which that pontiff had projeded. He 
was doubly inter^fted to ke?p the French out of 
luly, as pope and a prince of the houfe of Medi- 
CIS ; and he was bent upon the ruin of the council 
of Pifa, which he could not efFefl, without exciting 
wars againft Lewis, which Ihould compel him to 
make peace with the church. Ferdinand's aim was 
to employ the French king at a diflance from Na- 
varre, Rouffillon, and Naples \ and the emperor 
y/ifhed that France might be difabled from affifling 
the Venetians : but, as none of thefe powers were 
inclined to carry the war into the dominions of 
Lewis, their bufinefs was to find fome other power, 
who (hould make this diverfion : and, for that pqr- 
pofe, they caft their eyes upon Henry king of Engr 
land, who had plenty of money and warlike fub* 
jedis ; and Was fired with the ambition of diitingutflir 
ing himfelf by fome achievement 6£ importance^ 
AH the allies, therefore, fepiu-atejy encouraged him A.C.151J. 
to undertake the enterpfife igainft France, promif- 
ing to aft vigoroufly for his intereft ; ancj ^ new 
league was formed at Mechlin^ on the following ^ j^ 
conditions : That, in thirty days after the ratifica- M#thii^ 

A a 4 tion 
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A.a »s'3tiion of this treaty, each of the confederates fliOu)(f 
declare war against France; and invade her doBiini-^ 
ons from different quarters : That the pope fliou^ 
ifiue the cenfures of the church againft all their 
opponents •, and that, in order to defray the ex- 
- pence of the war, Henry (hould pay one hundred 
thoufand crowns to the emperor. Never was thferc 
left fincerity in any negotiation. Of all the con- 
federates Henry ajone intended to fulfil hi$ engager 
ments. The pope never ratified the treaty j Fer- 
dinand difavowed his ambaffador, by whom k had 
been confirmed ; and the emperor received Henry*^ 
money, without any defign of oblerving the other 
articles. 
The French In the mean time the Venetian^ concluded a 
«ofh« cf-' league with Lewis, who immediately fent an army 
fort in Italy, into Italy, under the command of La Tremouillc 5 
^d totw ^^ whofe arrival on the confines of the Milanefe^ 
ion his Sforza abandoned his capital, and took refuge a- 
coo<S9fi&u j^fyj^g jj^g Smk ; who, to the number of fix of 

feven thoufand, had taken' poft at Como and No- 
vafa, where they expefted a reinforcement of theif 
countrymen. The French general proceeded with- 
out interruption in his conquefts in thatdutchyi 
while Alviano, who cominanded the Venetian troops. 
made himfelf matter of Pefchiera, Brefcia, Valeg- 
gio, and Cremona. At the fame time the fa6lion 
of France prevailed at Genoa, which was again 
fubjeftcd to the dominion of Lewis; who did not, 
however, long enjoy his good fortune. La Trcmo^- 
ille, in hope of carrying Novara by aflault^ at- 
tacked the place with incredible fiiry; but was 
repulfed, with confidcrable lofs, by the valour or 
the Swifs, who, animated with their fuccefe,' quit- 
ted their fntrenchments, and charged the French 
in their turn, with fuch impetuofity, that Tremouille 
was intirely routed, and oblig^ to repafe thti 
mountains with ti^e utmoft precipitation j fo that 

Sforza 
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$forza repdffeflcd himfctf^f Milan, aodjhc French^ ^r'5»3t 
party was expelled from Grenoa. Nor was the 
Venetian general more fortunate : he forthwith te- 
tired into the territories of the republic, where he < 
undertook the fiege of Verona ; but Raymond de 
CardonHa, the Spanifh general, not only obliged 
him to raiie the fiege, but purfued him from place 
t(t place, until he brought him to an engagement^ 
in which be was totally defeated : a difafter which 
terrified the Venetians to fuch a degree, that they 
were fain to r$fer their caufe to the det^rmiaati<ui . 
pf the pope, though he had declared againft * 

them, and fent a reinforcement of troops to the gucci««^ 
emperor. *"'**• 

While the French and Venetians experienced thefe 
yiciffitudes of fortune in Italy, the king of England 
employed all his attention in preparing a fleet and 
army for his expedition into France. By this time^ 
Thomas Wolfey had been created a privy counfellor j 
and, by his infinuating addrefs, became a favourite • 
with Henry, as well as the companion of all his plea« 
fures. Not that his talents were limited to the . 
arts of a courtier *, he made it his buiinefs to ac^ 
quire a perfect infight intoftate-aff^rs. He pointed 
out the impolitic fteps which the king had taken 
fince his acceifion to the throne. He difcovered 
|ind demonilrated the craft and lelfiflinefs of h\H 
aHies, who had taken fuch advantage of the king'^ 
youth and inexperience, and convinced him of th^ 
peceffity of choofing an able minifter, for the mzr 
nagemeiit of his moft difficult affairs at home an4 
abroad. He hin^felf became that very minifter, and 
the king repofed the utmoft confidence in his at* ^ 
tachment and abilities. The favour of his fove* 
feign rendered him proud, iniblent, and ungrate-* 
ilii ; and he fbon incurred the hatred of the whole 
lation ; though, as this popular odium extended, 
lis credit and influence with Henry feemed to ]nr> 
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A.C. >5'T*creafe, until the moft powerful princes of Europe 
courted his friendfliip and good offices/ HoftHio 
ties between France and England being alreadjr 
comfmenced by iea» admiral Howard fee fail with 
two and thirty (hips of war, in order to attack the 
French fleet, which lay at anchor in Breft, waiting 
a reinforcement of fix gallies under the command 
of Pregent, from Marfeilles. Howard, under- 
ftanding that this officer was arrived at Conquefl:, 
fteered thither, and attacked him with great vigour. 
His own (hip grappling with the galley commandr 
ed by Pregent, he leaped on board of the enemy 
with a feAT followers ; but, the French commander 
diiengaging himfelf, Howard was left in the gal- 

ffo"*!rj ^y» *™* ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ confufion of the fight. The 

flatrfnan ' EngUfH, difcouraged by the death of their admiral^ 

tS?h^th^*"' difcontinued the battle, and returned to England, 

Freoch where Henry bellowed the command upon Thomas 

**^ Howard, brother of the deceafed. The French 

navy, being reinforced by the gallies, and elevated 

^ with their fuccefs, iet fail for the.coafi of England, 

id.Hcrbert. ^^^ made a defcent in Suflex, from whence they 

carried off a confiderable booty. 

Henry, having finifhed his preparations, fqm- 
moned his allies to fulfil their feveral engagements^ 
according to the treaty of Mechlin. The pope had, 
no intention to fend an army into Provence ; the 
emperor was in no condition to enter Burgundy. 
The king of Arragon had privately concluded a 
truce for one year with Lewis, and even compre- 
hended the king of England, without his know- 
^^trp'ro- kdge. Henry, being informed of this tranfa(5lion^ 
wir^-'h ^^ ^^ incenfed, that he fent an ambafTador to re- 
tnJce! proach his father-in-law for fuch deceitful condudi:» 
and fummon him to execute the treaty of Mechlin* 
which his envoy had folemnly ratified in his name 
at London. Ferdinand n6w alledged that this en- 
voy had exceeded his inltru^ons ^ that he«ha() 

been 
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been conftraincd by the ncceflity of his affairs to A, c 151 j, 
coDjcludi^ the truce with Lewis ; but he protnifed 
to exert himfelf vigoroufly after it (hould bie ex- 
pired, and advifed his fon -in-law to accede to the 
fufpenfion : in which cafe they would afterwards 
unite their forces, and ad: together againft the 
commoft enemy, Henry, would no longer depend 
upon his promifes ; and now> for the firft time, 
difcQvercd the infincerit^y of his allies, and found 
himfelf fubje(3jed to the expence of a war againft 
France, Which he expeded would have been at- 
tacked at the fame time from four different quar- 
ters. About this time, he received a letter of ex- 
cufe from the emperor, giving him to uncjerftand, 
that he could not pofiibly invade Burgundy till 
next year ; but, in the mean time, he would ferve 
in perfon as a volunteer in the army of England* 
Notwithftanding thefe difappointments, the kii^ 
was fo animated with ambition,, and the thirll of 
glory, that he refolved to maintain the war at his 
own hazard : though he was, at this jundurc, 
inflamed with a pafllpn of a much more fo;-did 
nature. : ' 

He ordered the earl of Suffolk, who was prifoner jari qf suf. 
in the Tower, to bp beheaded without ^ny formof^o^^V- 
trial ; though the late king had pofitively promifed ^^^^* 
to Philip oiCaftile, to fpare the life of that unfor- 
tunate nqbhman, whofe death was now owing to 
Henry's fear of the houfe of York, or to his re- 
venge againft the earl's brother Richard de la Pole^ 
wha ferved in the French army. Two bodies of Ld.Het!«t, 
troops were tranfpbrted to Calais in the month o[f 
June, Under the command of the earl of Shrewf- 
bury, and the lord Herbert; and thefe were or- 
dered to undertake the fiege of Teroucnne. They 
were foon folbwed by Henry himfdf, who, having 
appointed queen Catherine regent of the realm, 
embarked for Calais, accompanied by hU two fa- 
. youritcs. 
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A. a fs'S- vouritcs, Wolfcy, prime mmifter, and Charles 
i^ymer. . Brandoii, lately creacedVifcount de Lifle, with a 
^^^*^^jy confider able number of other noblemen. While 
(^aiais, and the troops of England carried on the fiege of Te- 
French'at Toucnne, Hcnry remained at Calais with a body of 
Teroaennc. * nine thoufand men, ready to march, in cafe of ne- 
ccffity. At length he received intelligence, that 
the duke of Longueville was on his march to the 
relief of the place. Then he fet out from Calais 
for the camp of the befiegers v and, on the ninth 
day of Auguft, had an interview between Aire and 
Terouenne, with the emperor, who, in three days 
after this conference, joined the Englifh army, as 
a volunteer *, and received an appointment of an 
Meaer^. hundtcd ctowns a day, as Henry's foldier. When 
the duke of Longueville approached Terouenne, 
the king of England palled the Lys, on purpofe to 
give him battle, and an engagement immediately 
enfued) though it was not of long continuance;, 
for, the French were feized with a panic, and fled 
in the utmoft confufion. Their general was taken 
prifoner, together with the chevalier Bayard, La 
Fayette, Buffy d'Amboife, and fome other officers 
of diftin&ion ; and this affair, which happened at 
Guinegafte, was denominated, the Battle of the 
Spurs, becaufe the enemy had made more ufeof 
fpurs than of any warUke weapon. Before the en- 
gagement/ a body of French troops had attempted 
to throw a convoy into Terouenne, but they were 
repulfed by the lord Herbert, who guarded the 
r trenches -, and the befieged furrendering the town 

immediately after the battle, the king, accompanied 
Ld.Herbert. by the cmperor, entered the place in triumph. 

One would imagine Henry had been born to be 

the dupe of his allies. Maximilian, who bad ferved 

as a volunteer only at this {lege, perfuaded the 

.king to deliver the town into his hands!; and he 

ordered the wal|s to be raze^ to the foundation^ 

* thai 
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that the dominions of his grandfon Charles of Au- a. c. 1513; 
ftria, might no longer b6 expofed to infults from the 
garrifon of this fortrefs. It was like wife at the infti- Reduces 
gation of Maximiilian^ that Henry afterwards be-^^"^"*^* 
fieged Tournay, though before the place was in- 
vetted, the emperor quitted the army in difgiift, 
the re^on' of which has efcaped the notice of hif- 
tbrians. The king of England, after having vi- 
li ted Margaret the governante of the Low Coun- 
tries, at Lifle, marched dir^ftly to Tournay, which 
capitulated in feven or eight days, on condition 
that the inhabitants Ihould enjoy their priyilejge^ 
and for ten years pay a fmall annual tribute to the 
conquerer. Inftead of razing the fortifications, he /^a. pufc, 
fecured the place with a good garrifon,- commanded 
by Sir Edward Poynings, though it lay at a greater 
diftance frorn Calais than Terouenne, which he had 
demolifhed : but he was on this occafion influenced ^ t 
by the couniel of Wolley, who had caft his eyes on 
the bilhopric of Tournay, of which he was ^ after- 
wards creatfed adminiftratior, on pretence, that the 
bifhop had refufcd to take the oath of allegiance to 
the king of England. In^mediately after the re- 
duftion of Tournay, the princefs Margaret, and 
her nephew the archduke Charles, went thither tQ ' 

congratulate him upon his conqueft, and were for 
fifteen days regaled with tilts and tournaments, 
courfes, ballsf, mafquerades, and other diverfidns ; 
though, in the midft of all that paftime; the mini* 
fters of the two courts broached a treaty, which was and 
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in the fequel brought to perfeftion ; and ratified *^*"*^«»n«[ 
at Lifle on the following conditions : That Henry, SSdmiUw. 
notwithftanding his convention with the emperor, 
Ihould be at liberty to return with his armv into Eng- 
land: That during the winter Maximilian fhould 
maintain in the Artois, four thoufand horfe, and fiKRyiner, 
thoufand infantry, for the defence of Tournay, and the 
archduke's dominions ; and, for the maintenance of 
thefc troops receive from Henry the funi of two hun- 
^ ' ' " dred 
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A.C. >5f3, ditd tboufand crowns, at dilFerent terms : That, h^^ 
fore the month of June in the following year, thte 
king of England (hould invade Guienne, Normandy, 
or Picardy , and the emperor fall upon (ome other 
province of France : arid. That before the fifteenth 
day of May, the emperor^ the dutchefs Margaret, 
the archduke Charles, the king of England, queen 
Catharine, and the princefs Mary, fhould meet a!t 
Calais, to celebrate the marriage of the archduke 
^ith the priiicefs Mary, according to the conven- 
tion between the late king and Maximilian. After 
this tranfaftiori, Henry fet out from Lille on the 
feventeehth day of Odober, and arrived on the 
twenty-fourth at his own palace of Richmond, ex* 
• - tremely well pleafcd with the fuccefs of the cam- 
paign. 

, The vidlory of Guinegaft^ and the reduftion of 
Terouenne and Tournay, were not the only triumphs 
wuftwebe- j^e cnjoyed at this junfture. In his abfence, James 
•^Si'^ iy» of Scotland, having afiembled an army^ to 
•dHenry. niakc a diverfion in favour of Lewis, fcnt a letter 
by an herald to Henry while he was engaged in the 
fiege of Terouenne, containing an account of the 
injuries he pretended to have fufFered from the Eng- 
liQi king *, and a declaration of war, in cafe he 
ihould not immediately defifl: from the hoftilities he 
had commenced againft France. To that intima-^ 
tion Henry, fcnt an anfwer, importing. That James 
did no more than imitate the infmcerity. and deceit of 
his anceftors, in violating the peace on frivolous 
pretexts ; that he durft not openly efpoufe the 
quarrel of Lewis, until the king of England had 
tranfported his army to the continent: but that 
Henry being well acquainted with his charadterj 
had put bis kingdom in fuch a pofture of dejfeacc, 
as would baffle all the endeavours of fuch a fchif- 
matic, who was already excommunicated by the 
pope, and the council of the Lateran^ He faid, 
he hoped he Ihould foon be in a coadition to retort 
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lus ill offices ; and, in the jtnean time, would take ^^ ♦f^i* 
care to deprive him and all his pofterity of the hope 
of ever inheriting that kingdom to which he was 
fuch an inveterate enemy. He exhorted him to re- 
member the fate of the king of Navarre, who in 
a/Tifting France had been ftripped of his own domi- 
nions. He denied that he had ever done him the 
leaft injury ^ he aflured him he fhould never ac<» 
knowledge the king of Scotland^^s a judge or um- 
pire in his qonteit with Lewis ; and that he would 
let (lip no opportunity of chaflifing him for his 
breach of faith. 

James, without waiting for this anfwer, enter- jimnin- 
ed Northumberland in the month of Auguft, at Y^V ^'^^ 
the head of a numerous army, and reduced Norham, ^ 
with feveral other places. This expedition was 
faaftened by the defeat of the earl of Hume, who 
had been ient with fix thoufand men, to make an 
incuriion into England ; and in his return fell into > 
an ambufh laid by Sir William Bulmer, who routed 
him at the pafs of Broom-^houfe. This difgrace 
exafperated James, and induced him to precipitate 
his invafion, contrary to the advice of his nobles, 
and the inclination of his queen, who exerted all 
her influence irtdifiuading him from the enterprize* 
He remained, however, deaf to all thofe remon- 
(trances ; and fuffered himfelf to be hurried to his 
own ruin by a falfe punftilio, aided by the mCi-- 
nuation of De la Mothe the French ambaflador^The 
earl of Surrey was no fooner informed of his mo* 
ttons, than he appointed Newcaftle as the place of 
rendezvous for the forces of the northern counties ; 
and on the thirtieth day of Auguft, he was their 
joined by the lord Dacres, Sir William Bulni^, 
Sir Marmaduke Conftable, and many other. perfons 
of diftindtion. James, fince the reduftion of Nor- 
hafni, had loft {bme precious time in idle dalliance 
with the daughter of a northern baron, owner of 
'6 the 
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A. c. 1513. the caftle of Ford : and the Englilli general refolv^' 
ed to go in queft of him without delay. On the 
third day of September he marched to Alnewic, 
^where he was reinforced by his own fon the lord 
admiral, at the head of five thoufand chofen men ; 
fo that the army now amounted to fix and tweitty 
thoufand mein eager-^or battle. James had taken 
pofleflion of a ftrong camp on a mountain calle4 
Flodden-hill, in the neighbourhood of Ford, where 
he indulged himfelf in his amorous commerce, fo 
as to give umbrage to the bed and wifed of his 
fubjedts. Great part of his army deferred to their 
own country, with the plunder they had gained. 
. The earl of Angus returned to Scotlapd in difguft ; 
and the earl of Hume, with many others, exprefled 
fuch indifference, at . fuch a jun6lure, as even 
amounted to treachery. Jn a word, the king of 
Scotland, faw his troops diminifhed one half ; but, 
he was fo advantageoufly pofled, that the Englifh 
could not attack him with any probability of fuc- 
cefs. The earl of Surrey, knowing his difpofition, 
fent an herald with a defiance, couched in the moft 
provoking terms i and James declared he would 
give him battle on the Friday following. Surrey 
rorthwith drew up his army in order of battle i 
and marching to Wpller-haugh, within three miles 
of the Scottilh camp, made a motion towards the 
left, along the river Till, which he pafied, and 
then direfted his march towards the Tweed, as if 
he intended to cut off the communication between 
the enemy and Scotland. 

The country was by this time fo wafted by the 
Scots, the roads fo broken, and the rivers fo fwelled 
by the rains, that he would have found it im^ 
pofTible to eftablifh magazines, or fublift for any 
length of time, while the enemy, enjoyed abun-^ 
dance. The Scots were not ignorant of the advan* 
tages they poffcflcd s and the carl of Huntley, in a 

" "^ council 
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council of war, exp^itiated upon them with great ^•^- '5M» 
ftrength of ^argument j obferving, that ic would 
be madnefs to fight the Englilh on their own terms, 
efpeiially as»they were fuperior in number of men ; 
and that in a few days they would be obliged to 
retire for want of provifion. James rejefted this 
advice, as a propofal ^hat (ferogated from his 
honour, and determined to fight them according 
to his promife. He forthwith ordered his huts to 
be fet on fire j and^ under favour of the fmoke, 
quitted ^his advantageous fituation, that he might 
draw up his army in the plain, where he already 
found the £ngli(h in order of battle, fo near, that 
his artillery planted on the declivity of a hill, could 
do no execution. ' They were formed into three 
line?; the fifft commanded by the lord admiral ; 
the fecond by Sir Edward Howard, and Sir Mar-^ 
maduke Conftable ; and the third by the earl of 
Surrey, aflifted by the . lord DaCres, and Sir Ed- 
ward Stanley. The king of Scotland drew up his 
army on a rifing-ground, not without great damage 
from the EngliJh artillery, planted at the pafs of 
Millfield. The command of the van was given to 
the earl of Huntley -, the fecond line was command- 
ed by the earls of Lennox ^nd Argyle ; while the 
carls of Crawford and Montrofe Ciopdufted the body 
of referve; and James himfelf adted as a volun- 
teer in his own army. Huntley charged the divi- 
fion of Howard with fuch fury, that it was imme- 
diately put in confuQpn, and routed : but, it was fo 
feafonably fupported by the lord Dacres, that the 
men rallied, and the battle became general. Both 
fid^s fought for a long time with incredible impe- 
tuofity, until the Highlanders- being galled by the 
Englifti artillery, broke in fword in hand upon the 
main body commanded by the earl of Surrey ; and 
at the head of thcfe, James fought in pcrfon with 
the moft forward of hfs nobility* They attacked 
N^ 48. B b with 
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AC. »5'3- with fuch velocity, that tlic other Kne conltfnOC ad- 
vance in tirtje to fuftain tTiem ; fo tten a body of 
the Englilh intercepted their retreat : the cirls of 
Crawford and Momrofe Were rooted by the lord 
admiral, and ki^ rathed forces^ i^rhile the earl of 
Home and his foltower.<i ftood inaftiv^, wkhoui 
making the leaft motion to their affiftance. In the 
mean time James, being almoft furrounded by the 
enemy, rcfufed to quit the field, while it was yet 
in his power. He fcorned to furvire the cKfgrace 
of a defeat : but, alighting from his horfe^ formed 
his littk body into an orb, refolviii^g that the Eng^ 
Hfti ftiould pay dear for the viAory. In this poftme 
he fought with fuch defperate cours^e as reftored 
the battle ; and even obliged the En^ifh to avoid 
the clofe fights and have recourfe to tfteif larrowa 

Thckingof and artillery, which made terrible havock. Thci 

fs*^d!fcied ^^^^^ ^^ Montrofe, Crav9ford, Argyle, and Lennox, 
and (lain at wcrc killed upon the fpor, with the feraveft of thrir 

plwd*vir ^^^ * *"^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Scotland is faid to havje' 
Haih "^' fallen in the midft of Ws flaughtercd fubjefts; The 
h«ad'"^ engagenlent, however, was protrafbed until night 
Prai^. parted the combatant. The darknefs favored 
the retreat of the Scots ; and the Ehgliih dkl not 
think the vidlory afqertained, until ne^t day, When^ 
they found themfelves maftfers of the fieid, aod the 
enemy's artillery. Ten thoufand Scots art faki t& 
have perifted on this occafion v and the viftors loft 
about half that niimber. A body, fuppoTed to be 
that of James, was inclofed in a leaden coffin, arid 
fent lo London, where it remained unburied, umtf 
it was abfolved by the pope of the fentence of ex- 
communication, which he had incurred on account 
of his attachment to Lewis. The Scottifh hifto- 
riahs pretend, that this was not the body of Jard^s^ 
but of a young gentlemain called Elphinfton, who^ 
as well as feveral other volunteers, were habited 
like the king, that his danger might be the more 

5 , divided^ 
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divided. They alledge, that James' was feen on ^' ^- ^^T 
the other fide of the Tweed after the battle ; and 
that he ^as affaffinated by the earl of Hume, who 
b0f6 ai^ Inveterate grudge to his perfon. Be that 
as' it: wilt, he was a prince of great courage and 
generofityf ^nd died univerfally lamented by his 
ftibjedbv v^ho loved him with extraordinary af- 
*e£Kon. 

^; Henry, notwithftandJrig the laurels hie had ga- HcnryperA 
thei^ed in thfe courfe of this fumrmer, began to be ^^^^f 
tkedof the war with France, in proportion as he^«»ii»«s* 
t^eeaftie^inore ahd more convinced of the treachery 
5t>f his allies. After the battle of Guirieo;afte, the 
^^Ift, inftigated by the pope and the emperor, 
made an irruption into Burgundy, arid invefted- 
.Dijon, which was defended by La Tremouillc , 
lately returned from Italy. This officer, finding 
himfetf ieduced to esftremity, concluded a capitu* 
i^don ut^ith the beflegers; by whidh he bound him^ 
fclf to pay* four hundred thoufand crowns j and 
|H*omifed, in hrs maftcr's name, that the king fhouM 
rertourtce all his pretenfions to the dutchy of Mi- 
laii. The Swifs received twenty tKoufand crowns 
of th^' money from La Tremouille, 2lnd four hof- 
tsiges, with which they returned very welf fatisfled 
fO their own country : but thefe found means to cf- 
cape, when Lewis refufed to ratify the capitulation. 
Thit monarch finding himfelf unable to cope with 
fo many adverfarics, refohred to recoqcHe himfelf 
to the pdpe, whOj having no petfonal enmity againft 
hirtr, aiw being now rid of his fears for Italy, e3P- 
tfflfed no other condition, but that of his renounce 
inig the coundl of Pifa, which he immediately 
ainrtdened. The accdtnmodation was no foofter 
cffe<3ed, than Leo lent a brief to king Henry, ear- 
iiOrri'rtg him eimpftly to a peace, as he had takeiji 
\yp arms for the defence of the hdy fee, and already 
accompfiAed that ' ptrfpofe, by hiJ .tiftories oyer 
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^c. i5i3»hcr enemy* in conffquencc of which he had re- 
turned to his obedience. Henry's eyes were npw 
fully opened. He and his allies had ufed the decla- 
ration of defending the church, as a pretence only, 
to cover th^ir own feparate interefts : and now the 
pope had accompli(faed his own aim, he pretended 
to interpret the preamble of their league in the lite- 
ral acceptation. He had been more than once 
duped by his father-in-law the king of Arragon ; he 
had nothing to exped either from the power or 
fincerity of the emperor, and l)e forefaw that he 
Ihould be unable of himfelf to maintain, a war 
againft the whole ftrength of France, froni which 
he therefore endeavoured to extricate himfelf with 
the firft opportunity. 

Lev/is, Bred with the ambition of recovering 
Milan and Genoa; refolved to fow jealoufies and 
dlflentions among the allies \ and with* this view 
renewed a negotiation with the emperor, touching 
a marriage between his daughter Renee, and 
Charles archduke of Auftria. Such an alliance 
< would have been very agreeable to Maximilian and 
Ferdinand $ but, the pope could not behold the 
profpeft of it without the utmoft difquiet j for, he 
was not more afraid of feeing Milan in the hands of 
the French) than of its being pofielTed by a grandfon 
of the emperor, and king of Arragon. He and 
the Swifs paffionately defired to fee the family of 
the Sforzas in pofTelfioa of that diitchy. The chief 
4iim of the Venetians was, to procure an equitable 
peace with the emperor, which they could not ob- 
tain without the alTiftance of France ^ and this was 
not to be acquired but by aiding Lewis to re- 
cover the Milanefe. Maximilian was the more 
averfe to peace, as he found his account in the 
^war, which was carried on at the expence of his 
allies againft Venice j and it was the intereft of 
.Ferdinand to keep the affairs of Italy embroiled, 

that 
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that Lewis might not have Icfifure to convert his ac. »5i4- 
attention to Navarre, which the Spaniard had con- 
quered. For this purpofc he a<?l:ed a gr?at variety ' ' 
of parts J fometimeshe affifted the emperor again ft Ferdinand's 
Venice; fomecimcs he ufid his good offices with dimmuu^ 
Maximilian, in favour of the republic; at other ^*^"- 
times he inftigated the pope and the Swifs againft 
Lewis ; and then he offered his affiftance to that; 
prince, in conquering the ducchy of Milan. His 
whole conduft was made up of artifice and deceit, 
pradlifed for his own felfifli purpofes : but, at 
length his cunning overihot itfdf ; for he loft 
his reputation to fuch a degree, that no prince 
ivould confide in his profeflions. Pope Leo, alarm- 
ed at the negotiation which Lewis had renewed 
with the emperor, endeavoured to reconcile him 
with the Swift, that he might be the lefs difpofed 
to unite with Maximilian, and the king of Arra- 
gon ; but, all his efforts proved ineffeftual. Fer- 
dinand, afraid of being left alone in the lurch, 
prolonged the truce for another year with Lewis ; 
and his holincfs endeavoured to promote an ac- " 
commodation between the emperor and the Vene- 
tians, that the French might be difcouraged from 
rcvifiting Italy. After fome negotiation, they 
chofe him arbiter of their difference, and he pro- 
nounced a 'proyifional fentence, ordaining. That 
both parties ftiould lay down their arms : That the 
emperor fhould piit, by way of depofit, in his 
hands, the town of Viccnza, and all that the Spa- 
niards occupied in the territories of Padua and 
Trevifo: That the Venetians Ihould aft in the 
fame manner with refpeft to Crema ; and pay fifty 
thoufand ducats to the emperor : but, That this 
provifional agreement Ihould be null, if not ratified 
by both parties ; and in that cafe, he engaged to 
pronounce adefinitive (en tence within the year. This 
award was accordingly rejedled by the Venetians, 

B b 3 who 
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A.c. S5I4* vbo thought a truce, would be more prejudicial to 
Gtticciatdi* their affairs than a continuation of the war. 
a^ Such wa$ the ftate of affairs in Europe when 

Henry returned from France, and celebrated hi« 
ridprks with all forts of public rejoicifi^. A par* 
liament wasi aflembled on ihe third <^y of January^ 
ftomodons. tho' nothing of moment was tranfadied. During 
the feflion, the king conferred upon the carl of Syr- 
tey the title of duke of Norfolk, which his father had 
loft with his life at the battle of Bofworth^ his elckft 
fon Thomas became qarl of Surrey \ Charles Bran« 
don vifcpunt de Lifle was created duke of Suffolk i 
Charles Somerfet was promoted to the earldom of 
Worcefler; and, Margaret daughter c^ the duke 
of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. pbuined the 
title of countefs of Salisbury, as heirefs of her bfro'^ 
ther the earl of Warwick, who had been beheaded. 
iThomai The bifhopric of Lincoln becoming vacant, wa$ 
^ateJ beftowed upon Thomas Wolfey by the pope, who 
bifhopof had referved to himfelf all the collations of the 
Md^mini- English fees; and he .afterwards appointed Wolfey 
iiratof of adminiftrator of the diocefe of Tournay, on pre- 
Sit^ay. tence of its being abandorjed by the biftiop. 
ttymer. While the pope took thefe meafijrcs to nmake the 

minifter of England propitious to his views, Lewis 
futt be- king of France made overtures of peace to H«nry» 
w Md°^ by means of the duke of Longueville,^ who had 
Fninc^S been taken in the battle of Guinegafte.. That no- 
bleman afted as a private ambafliador, in opening 
the eye$ of the Englifh monarch with regard to the 
conduct of his allies ; and demanded his fifter Mary 
in marriage for Lewis, who had loft his wife Anne 
of Brittany in the beginning of the preceding year. 
No Englifliman was privy to this negotiation but 
the king himfelf, and Wolfey bi(hop of Lincoln, 
until both parties had agreed to almoft all the arti- 
cles propofed; and then the French king fending 
pypr two public amba£iidors> a c^Skmn of arms 
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took pltce while the ^i&ir was on the carpet* ' Af- a. c. 1514. 
fier kknt debaice aoji difficuljt}^, three different trea- 
ties were figned on the feventh d^y pf Auguft. 
The iirft ioiporced, Th^t peace ^d friehdihip 
Ihoidd fubfift qotil one of the parties {hould die; 
and that his CQCCtSbt Should within the year giv^ 
notice to the Airvivor, whether or not he would np- 
new the treaty : That all impofitions laid within 
two aiod fifty years, by either king, to the preju- 
dice of the other^s fubjeds, fhould be abolifhed : 
That this peace flvould not be deemed broken and 
annulled on account of whatever violations might 
ht committed on either fide : That one party (hould 
not afford refuge and protection to the other's rebda. 
Both kings obliged theftifelves to aflifl ^ach other, 
for the mutual defence of their dominjio^: for this 
recovery of territories retained by other princes;, 
and in cafe of either^s being attacked on account of 
this treaty ; in which the pope, th^ Swif^, and the 
king of Scotland, were comprehended as the sallies 
of Lewis, virhile Henry nominated as his frienda, 
the pope, Bologna, with all the cities of St. Peter'^s 
patrimony, the archduke of Auftcia, and the Swi£l* 
The fecond treaty ftipulated. That the marriage be- 
tiween Lewis and xhe princefs Mary fhoyld be con- 
traded by proxy, and celebrated in ten days afta: 
the date of the treaty : That the king of England 
jhodd fend the princefs at his own eicpenoe to Ab- 
bevitle : and. That the French king fhould con- 
fummate the nuptials in. four days after her arrival : 
That Mary's dower ftiould amount to four hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, one half of which (hould be - 
expended in jewels : and, that in cafe of requifiti- 
on, Lewis fhould not he obliged to reftore above 
that value : That, with regard to the other half, 
Henry (hould pay it by giving an acquittance to 
the French king, for fo much of one nHllk>n which 
Lewia obliised himieif by. this treaty |o pfiy to the 
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A.C.1114. j^jj^g Qf England : That the jointure of Mary 
fhould be as great as that which had been afljgned 
to any queen of France; and in cafe >of her furviv- 
ing Lewis, (he (hould have it in her power to live 
in France or England, according to her own incli- 
nation. In the third treaty, Lewis acknowledged, 
That Charles VII. of France had, in the pacifica- 
tion of Eftaples, engaged to pay to Henry VII. of 
England and his fucceflbrs, the fum of ieven hun*- 
dred and fifty thoufand crowns, the arrears of 
which it was incumbent upon him (Lewis) to dif- 
charge : That his father Charles duke of Orleans, 
owed a certain fum to Margaret of Somerfet, grand- 
mother to Henry VIII. and. That as thefe two debts 
ftiil remain unliquidated, Lewis promifed to pay to 
the king of England, or his fuccefibrs, one million 
of crowns, on account of the arrears due, in tefti- 
mony of his a(Fe£tion, and in order to render the 

Ld.Herbcrt. peace more durable. Before this treaty; was figned, ^ 
' *'"^' .Mary declared, in prefence of a notary and witnct 
>(es, that fhe had been forced to plight her troth to 
the prince of Caftile, archduke of Auftria, who 
had failed in the performance of his promife to 
marry her by proxy, as foon as flie fhould have at- 
tained to tht fourteenth year of her age; befides 
(he aliedged, that the counfellors and confederates 
of Charles exerted all their influence, in attempts to 
inipire him with hatred againft her brother the 
king of England. The months of Augi^ and 
September were fpenc in preparations for the voy- 
age of this new queen of France, and in the folem- 
nization of the marriage by proxy in England and 
France, and the ratification of the treaties ; and 
then Mary was conducted with a numerous retmue 
to Abbeville, where the marriage was confummat- 
ed on the ninth day of Oftober. 

In the mean time cardinal Bambridge dying at 
Rome, the archbifhopric of York was bellowed on 
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Woifey, who dicefted the helm of go^ernrrieiH: with ^^ ^ m»4v 
the tnoft abfolute authority. By this pacification woifeypro. 
HcDry extricated hitnfelf from an expenfiv:e war ; ^rhbiAo^^ 
and now his kingdom enjoyed profound tranquility : ricofy«rk, ^ 
for, James IV. of Scotlandi who "was killed at 
Flodden, had l(£t two infant ions, under the tui- 
tion of his que^n, whom he had likdwife in his lad' 
will appointed regent of the kingdom during her 
widowhood. She forthwith wrote to her brother 
Henry, defirlng he would not moleft the kingdom 
in the minority of his nephew James V. and he ge- 
peroufly aflbred her, that he was equally difpof- 
ed for peace or war, and left the choice of either 
to the Spottifh miniftry. This queen, however^ 
did not long preferve her authority ; for, giving her 
ihand to Archibald Douglafs earl of Angus, the fac* 
tton which oppofed tliat nobleman, headed by the 
earl of Hume, influenced (he ftates to offer the re- 
gency to John duke of Albany, fon of Alexander 
duke of Albany, brother to James III. who had 
died in France, leaving his title to this fon, a young 
nobleman of reputation, and attached to the ince^ 
reft of Lewis, from whom he had received repeat* B^chanan. 
ed marks of favour. 

The firft day of the fucceeding year was render- ^ ^ 
td remarkaljle by the death of the French kihg, p^^^Jf^' 
Lewis XII. afcer he had been between three and fulTc^^tte 
four months in poflelfi^fn of his young confort* *j!c<=«»^n 
He was fucceeded by the duke de Valois, under the ^ 
name of Francis I. a young prince of an emerpri- 
fing genius, who a0umed the title of the duke of 
Milan -, thereby demonft rating that he intencjed to 
proiecttte the defign of his predeceffor, in recover- 
ing that dutchy. The young dowager Mary find- 
ing herfelf at liberty, by the death of her hufband, 
to beftow her hand upon the perfon who had al- 
ready captivated her heart, married Charles Bran- 
iion, duke of Suffolk, in the third month of her wi- 
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A. Ci i5t5. ({)Q pope, concerning the bitiopric of Toumay, of 
which the Englifh minifter was adminiftrator. 
Wolfey had defired- Ffancis to beftow another dio- 
cefe upon Lewis Guillard^ biihop of that fee, and 
the French king had promifed to gratify him in 
that particular; but, inftead of complying with his 
requeft, he foilicited the pope to re-eftablifli GuU- 
u.Herb<rt« lard, who Obtained a bull for that purpofe. This 
mandate gave great umbrage both to Henry and 
his favourite, who thus loft an advantageous admi- 
nift ration % but Francis, in order to pacify Wolfey, 
promifed to employ his intereft towards tus obtain^ 
ing a cardinal*s hat, which was the chief objeA of 
his ambition. He had hoped to fucceed Bambridge 
both as cardinal and archbifhop of York ; and tm* 
ployed as his follicitor, at the court of Rome, car* 
dinal Adrian de Cornetto, the pope's collator in 
Englandy whofe deputy in this office was Polydore 
Virgil the hiftorian. The cardinal, however, had 
not 4Aed with fincerity in this negotiation ; and 
Wolfey, receiving intelligence that he bad betray- 
ed his caufe, was fo irritated againft him, that he 
not only feized th^ firft pretext that occurred to 
fend Virgil prifoner to the Tower, but alfo influ- 
enced the king to write a letter with his own hand 
to the pope, defiring he would appoint a collator 
W4>i6y eiH in the room of Adrian. His holinefs did not think 
di!S*i b"" PP^P^*' ^® refufe his requeft ; but he and the cardinal. 
He Rachel Julio de Mcdicis, foilicited in their turn the enlarge* 
^JJJjj^^ ment of Polydore Virgil ; who, neverthelefs, was 
mtA^f not difcharged from his confinement until Wolfey 
J'fwo*. i^aj obtained the cardinal's hat by the good offices 
of the French monarch. 

Notwitbftanding the joy with which he received 
the news of his promotion, he would not forgive 
the author of his elevation for the injury he fuftain- 
ed at his hands in the affair of Tournay ; but reiblv- 
•d to engage Henry in a new league againft France. 

His 
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His three predominant paGTions were pride, intereft, -^-c- '5»i. 
and revenge \ and thefe three he reiblved to gratify 
on this pccafion. He wanted to (hew that even 
Sovereigns fhould not offend him with impunity. 
He cQofulted his revenge in difLreflTing Francis ^ 
gnd hisfitftefeft in prefer ving; the adminlftration 
of the bkfliopfjc ot Tourney, which he had no 
profpedk q{ retaining any other way than by a rup* 
ture between France and England. The king 
was wholly .gMided by his qounfcls, wichoMt per* 
cetving his-a(cendency. Ricb^fd Fox, bUhop of 
Winchefte^.his benefadloi;,. together with the dukes 
of Norfolk, j|nd Suffolk, rec^iyed fuch mortifications 
from this in)peripus prelgtje, as obliged them to re* 
tire from court, that they might be no longer-^x- 
pofed to hia iafolence ) and the reft of the privy 
council was chiefly compofed of his creatures. He 
now fomctoted the king's paflions againft Francis, 
by exaggerating the greatnefs and glory of that 
monarch, and inflnuating that it was the intereft of 
England to humble his pride, and hinder him from 
growing more powerful. When he had thus prepared 
the king's difpofition^ he gave the emperor to un* 
flerftand that ij: would not be impoffibleto detach 
kis mafter from the intereft of Francis i and, in the 
mean time, he prevailed upon Henry to renew the 
alliance between Spain and England, notwithftand-^^f*w*«** 
ing the repeated perfidy of Ferdinand. Maximilian. 
overjoyed at thefe advances, fent a Milanefe ambaf- 
iador to London, to demand fuccours for Francis 
Sforza, who refided in Germany, and had aflumed 
the title of duke of Milan fince the captivity of his 
elder brother. Henry, on this occafion, convoked 
a general qouncll, to which the bilhopof Winchef- 
icr, and the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, were 
particularly fumhioned. The cardinal opened rhe 
aflembly with a ftudied fpeech againft Francis, en- 
deavouring to demonftrate that it was the intereft 

of 
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M.C. 1515. of England to 6ppofe the progrefii of Ut ambitioir^ 
His femimcnts were efpoufed by the bifliop of Dur* 
him, and the majorky of the members 1 but the 
anciertt counfelfors difTuaded the king from Uifrhig- 
ing the peace to whkh he had fo (blemnly fwom % 
and advtfed him to turn his arms againft Scotland^ 
where the French paity* prevailed over the sntereift 
o^ hi$ lifter. Henry; himfelf feemed ny iolUiw A 
middle cburfe i wbich^ in all probabiiity, was ptcf^* 
, firrtbed by hb minifter. He determined to aflift 
the emperor and Francis ^brza prirately : he or^ 
deitd Richard Pace, his ambaflSkior a( the impe^ 
riat court, to treat with' thkm on the fbbyeft, arid 
accommodated them whh large (UiMs bf money. 
The duke of Milan engaged to pay an annual pen- 
fion of cen thoufand ducats to WoMey ht his good 
6ffices, as ibon n he flioutd be re-eftab)fflied in hii 
dutchy ; and the emperor fent Matthew Skinner^ 

« ^ ^ t^ cardinal of Sion^ into England, to negociafe a 

Aet, Pub. league with Henry. 

The parliament re-ailembled on the twelfth day 
of November ; and the clergy met in convcxratioit 
about the fame time, having confidered the demand 
cf an extraordinary fobfidy, which the pope required 
on pretence of ^n approaching war with the Turka. 
They replied, that the laft war, und^taken againft 
France, at the foHicitation of pope JaKus II. for 
the defence of the church, Iiad exhaufted (he cler-- 
gy in foch a manner, that they were in no conditionr 
to grant new fubfidies : befi(^s, by a decfet of the 
council of Conflrance, the pope could not impofe 
fubfidies on the clergy, without the approbation of 

td.Mttbsrt, ^ general council. The ErtgUfh clergy were now fub- 
jeft to a newpope of their own, in the perfon of Wdl- 
fey, who was much more formidable than the pomill 
of Home, becaufe fupported by the king's whole 
authority. Snce his being invefted with the <Hg* 
nity of cardinal, he had bwonic more vain, proud, 

and 
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and impierimisr thafl' eyer. He never appeared in a.Ci^ii. 
public without the re|ii>ue .i^f a fOYcr eign^ pf ince. tkc pride 
Hifi cirdiriirfr^s hie w«^' ceiTied: 8s . a- trophy befp« of wSfe7. 
him V tad when he entbroi-. tbs ch^iel^ pl4C€d upon 
che altar J - He. was pre<^ed> bf hia i^ije^nc at arma 
and mace, . t#o genttemd* <r«rjrying jpfiliars qf filvtr^ 
and his crofs^bearer. His habit was of iHk. ^. and iht 
very hanieia of hi^ horfts embroidered with gold^ 
Warhatn^' atdibrihop of Cant^rbury^ ^f as ihocked 
at his oftfcntation ; and fttil more chagrined at his 
prefamptioft^ ill ordering the cr ofs o^ Yodk tx> be 
carried ereftin clie proTincie of Canterbury <r . Know- 
ing 'himfelf unable CO cope with Wolfey in point of 
intereft, he begged kare to retire to his own iee^ 
and refign the office of cbaficeUor, which wa& iiiir 
mediately conferred oh che favourite carditial, 
whom the king enabled co fuppoft his alTumed dig- 
nity with continual benefaftibns of prebend^ ward* 
(hips, and other perquiBtes. Befides the iAcetne 
of his archbiihopric and office of. chancellor^ he 
farntied at a mean price the f^s of BaEh^ Weih^ 
and Hereford, pofl^fled by Italians refiding at^^ p^^^ 
Rome ; and his avarice increaied with hl$ revenue* 
' In the courfe of this year Alexander di;ike ofAfiainof 
Albany arrived in Scotladodv which he found diftra&« Scotland. 
ed by faftions^ which the king of EngUod caiie« 
fiiUy fomented. As uncle to the . infant king^ ht 
affumed the title of proee£h>r of that realm ^ and, 
by the connivance of the. pope, filled the bedeficea 
with his own creatures. The duke of Albany be^^ 
ing a (Iranger in Scotlaand, conducted hitnfelf by 
che information and direction df Hepburn^ biihop 
of Murray, a paffionate and faftiouspitlate ; who^ 
having a difpute about his diocefe with Fortnar^ 
who was fupported by the earl of Hume, paiiited ' 
this nobleman iix fuch colours to the. regent, that 
when he canne to court he found himfelf treateid 
with coldnefe and contempt. Enraged at Albany^^ 

behaviour. 
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A.C. 1515^ behaviour, he compromifed his difpute with the 
queen dowager, whom he perfuaded to carry her 
fon into England, where he would be (creened from 
the treacherous defign of the regent ; but her in- 
tention was fruftrated by the vigilance of the duke 
of Albany, who fecured the jperibn of the young 
king, and committed him, for his education, to 
the care of three pcrfons of unblemifhed charafter. 
Hume and his brother efcaped into England, whi- 
ther they were followed by the queen, and her huf- 
band, Archibald earl of Angus. They were how- 
ever prevailed upon by the aflurances of the regent 
to return, though not before the queen was deliver- 
ed, at Harbottte in Northumberland, of a daughter, 
Bitchatoan. who was called Margaret. 

A. c. 1516. ^^ February the following year, the queen of 
tteatii of England brought into the world a princefs, chriften- 
^fngof"** cd by the name of Mary ; and the fame month 
Sp«in. .^as rendered remarkable by the death of Ferdinand 
king of Spain, who was fucceeded in the throne of 
Caftile and Arragon by his grandfon, Charles arch- 
duke of Auftria ; juft after that prince had renew- 
ed the alliance between England and the Low Coun- 
tries, of which he was fovercign. As it was the 
intereft of Charles to live in peace with France, un- 
til he (hould be firmly eftablifhed in Spain, where 
he met with fome oppofition, Maximilian found 
himfelf obliged to aft atone in Italy, where he af- 
iembled an army of twenty thoufand Germans and 
Swifs, by means of the money he had received from 
England ; and with thefe he made a fruitleis at- 
tempt on Milan. Baffled in this undertaking, he 
endeavoured to engage the pope, the king of 
England, and bis grandfon Charles, in a league 
againft France : and, mifcarrying in this effort 
alfo, he tried to cajole Henry, by affuring him he 
would refign the empire in his favour, and afllgn 
to him his whole right to the dutchy of Milan. 
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^he k^ <if Ei^gUnd, being by this time j>er- A*ci.i5i6. 
fe&ly well acquainted with the charader of Maxi^ 
malian, thanked him for his good will ; but defired 
he- wQu}fi defer the execution of his fcheme to a 
mor^ favourable opportunity t and, in the mean 
time, gratified him with a fum of money, which ^^^<=*^*'^il 
ivas the neal object of the emperor's purfuit. 

In the me^in time Francis L formed a projed for 
the conqueftof Naples, and endeavoured to render 
the pqpe propitious to this undertaking : but Leo 
Wilhed for nothing fo eagecly as for the expulfioii 
of the French from Italy^ and ejcerteid all his en- 
■ deavours to trayerfe • the defign of Francis in pri- 
vate, while he amufed him with vague negotiations. 
The king of Frincf , being at length convinced of 
fais double-dealing, laid aUde all thoughts of that 
eaq^edition^ ^d 4t ,Noyon, concluded a treaty of . 
pe«ce with Charle^.the new king of Caftile, The **''^' 
pope, the emperor, and the king of England, em - 
ployed all their artifice to detach Charles from the 
interefl: of France ; but all they could , obtain was ' 
his concurrence in a defenfive league, conclude^ 
at London, by which they engaged to fupport one A^t. ptit,* 
another mutually, in cafe of being attacked. The Maximiiiart 
emperor foon grew tired of a league which produ- m.ak<-sp€ac# 
ced 00 money; and, herore the end of the year,, ds* 
acceded to the treaty of Noyon. He, at the fame 
time, referred his difppte. with the Venetians to 
arbitration ; and confented, that the five cantons of 
Swifs, who had formerly refufed to enter into an 
alliance with France, Ihould now be comprehended 
in the treaty, together with the reft of their country- 
men. 

While the princes of the continent endeavoured trticcbe- 
to oppofe the ambitious defigns of each other, [^^"^^"^^ 
Henry concluded a truce for one year with the re- scotima. 
gent of Scotland, that he might have an opportu- 
nity to cabal againft that nobleman, by the in- 
NuMB. XLIX. C c fluehce 
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A. c. 1516. fluence of the Humes, who were devoted to* hS 
intercft. He wrote to the Scottifti parliament, 
defiring they would fend back the duke of Albany 
to France, becaufe it was not proper that the yOtong 
king Ihould be in the power of his prefumptive 
heir; and he threatened, in cafe they fhould re- 
fufe to comply with his prbpofal, that he would 
take other meafures for the prefervation of his ne- 
phew. The parliament paytng very little regard to 
this remonftrance, the Hum6^ perfuaded Hatniltort 
*arl of Arran to claim the regency, as kinfitian td 
the king -, and in the mean time, they levied troops^ 
to fupport his pretenfions. The duke of Albany 
being informed of this confpiracy, marched ag^nft 
the earl of Arran, and in a few days reduced his 
caftle at Hamilton : then the Humes pulling off 
. the mafk, made themfelves matters of Dunbar, 
which they demoliOied. They were afterwards de- 
Buchanan. ^P^^^ ^^ txs^xx by the rcgcnt, and beheaded for re- 
beMious pra^ices. 

During thefc tranfa^lions, the pope, and the 
council of the Lateran, were employed in reform- 
ing the calendar, which was extremely dcfeftive ; 
and briefs were addrefled to all the princes of Eu- 
i»ope, defiring they wouU fend their mod able ma- 
thematicians to Rome, to facilitate this ricformation* 
A.c. 1517.' At the lame time his holinefs follicited the powers 
h^f a- ^^ Chriftendoni to join in a league agaihft the 
gainft the Turks, which had juft been concluded between the 
'^"f'"* emperor, the kings of France and Spain. In this 
treaty a place was left for Henry of England, whom 
the pope earneftly exhorted, to concur inoppofing 
the progrefs of the Turks againft the Maniekikei 
of iSEgypr, aliedging, that the infidels, after hav- 
ing fubdued the -Egyptians, would certainly turn 
their arms againft the Chriftians : but, it after-* 
wards appeared, that the folc defign of his holmefs 
was, to enrich bimfelf andliis family with the fpoils 

of 
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4rf Chrlftendoih, In the mean time, Francis Ma* a. c.1517. 
ria.dc Ja Roveraj by the help of the Spjanilh forces, ^'^-^^i^'*' 
recavercd thes dutchy df Urbiop, of which be had 
been ftripped in favour of ^.aurence de ^ledicis, 
th^ pope's nephew. ; and .tp the maintenance of this 
i/irar was converted part of the tythe which he le- 
vied on the Englift clergy, ^y th(^ hands of cardi- 
.|ial Wplfey. About this period a confpiracy wag 
formed agaioft the life of his hpliriefs, by the car- 
dinal of Sienna, who, being dc^te^ed in his defign^ 
waf ^coyed, to Rome by a (afe-condud, and 
ftraogled in the eaftle of St. Angelo. Francis L 
Iseing afraid of lofing Milan by the intrigues of the 
pope, courted his friendfhip not oi;iIy by fupplying 
hini w^th troops for the ivar of Urbino, but like- 
ivifc, by o^cring Catherifie heirefs Qf tl^ houfe of 
Boulogne, in marriage to Laurence of Medicis, 
who efpoufed her accordingly ; and the pope was 
fo well pleafed with the match, that he indulged 
Francis with JMsnth upon hia clergy, on pretence 
df maintaining the war agaiAft the infidels. 

The fame pretext he ufed for felling plenary in^ 
diligences at a very moderate price^ to all who 
would purchafe their falvation. Chriftendom was 
'divided into different departments^ in which col- 
lectors were appointed to receive the money, toge- 
ther with certain priefts initru&ed to preach up the 
utility of the indulgences. The archbiihop of Ment2, 
who nominated the preachers in Germany, alligned 
the province of Saxony to the ) Jacobins, whereas 
in the preceding crufades, that employment had 
been always bellowed upon the Ausuftines. Thefe 
laft were fo incenied at this fuppcned injury, that 
they induftrioufly fifted the cooduft of the preachers 
as well as the collcftdrs, which they expofed,. ridi- 
culed, and cenfured in public. Martin Luther^ 
an Auguftine monk,, and profej9br of theology in 
the new univerfity of Wirtemberg, wrote againit 
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A.c.i5t7, thofe agents; and in hfs writings jnfeYted fome fc- 
Firt appear- vcfc animadvcffions againft the nature of the indal- 
Martin genccs. By thefe bold attacks he incurred the re- 
fentment of a great number of ecclefiaftics, and 
their Oppofition inCe^HMy engaged him' in a amfvl 
examination of the authority on which indulgences 
were founded. He was foon fatisfied of then* being 
altogether unfu{>p6rted by fcripture ; and from that 
day laboured to difabcrfe fhe public with refpeft to 
their opinion of the pipal power : though he ia 
faid to have been ahiriiated by the d^ftates of pri- 
vate refentment, in forwarding the reformation^ 
which foon diffufed itteif -over grdat' part of 
Germany ; and ^aft^rwards extended into other 
countries. The pope payed very little regard at 
firft to Luther's efforts, thinking it impoffible, that 
-a Ample monk could ever afftft the power and au- 
thority of the fovtreign pontiff-, he therefore con- 
tinued to fell his indulgences, and to e|:hort all 
good chriftians to. coritribute tow»^ the fuccefs c^ 
fuch a neceflary war. * Among others he applied 
to the king of England, whom he extolled with the 
' mod extravagant encomiunis, for his aeal in behalf 
of holy church; and then demanded a fubfidy of 
two hundred thoufa^d ducats, though he did not 
fucceed in his negotiation. 

Henry's imagination was much more o^gaged by 
the propofal of Maximilian, who had prbmifed to 
refign the. empire in his favour. Though he at 
fir ft fcemed to decline this honour, it made an im* 
prefSon upon his mind ; and now that the emperor 
was'in the Low Gduntries on a yifit to his grand- 
fon, he fent the bifliop of Winchefter, and dodtor 
Cuthbert Tonftal, to treat with him on the fubjcd, 
and propofe an interview. Maximilian told them, 
he would fpare their king the trouble of croffing 
the fea, by going in perfon to England ; but whca 
they talked to him on the other fubjedt, he anfwered 
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with equivocation^ and fought to evade his pro-r a. a 1517. 
iniie, on various pretences;' alledging, that he 
. muft firft obtain the confent of the diet, that he 
[ himlelf might retain the title of king of the Ro* 
mans, and render it hereditary in his family : at 
other times, he faid his intention Vas to procure 
the imperial crown to his grapdfon Charles, to 
create Henry king of the Romans, and to ereft 
Auftria into a kingdom for Ferdinand the brother 
of Charles. From thefe vague declarations, the 
ambafladors concluded, that he h^d no intention 
to part with the imperial crown ; and that his ori- 
ginal propoial was no more than.a fcheipe of adu- 
lation to extort money from the king of England. 
Henry had very little reafon to be chagrined at his 
being difappointed in the hope of fuch a troublefome 
dignity. He ruled over a wealthy nation, which 
entirely acquiefced in hi3 government ; and the 
tranquillity of his people was uninterrupted,* except 
by petty commotions; which were eafily quelled. 
Qne of theft Happened at thisjunfture, in the city j^j^^ .^ 
of London, where the .apprentices . raifed a riot London, 
again^ foreigners, fome of whom were, robbed and 
mjurdeiped^ The earl? of Salilbury apd Surrey af- 
Ambling the inns of court men, cleared the ftreets 
pf thp plopulaf:e ; and, in about three days after the , 
riot, the duk(5 erf" Norfolk entering th^' city at the 
h^ of thirteen hundred armed men, joined the 
mayoi", a^nd pro(:eeded legally s^ainft the offenders. 
John Lincoln, a broker, and three other ringlea- 
ders, were hanged, drawn, and quartered. Ten 
were hung on gibbets in the ftreets ; the recorder 
and aldermen went in mourning to court, and de* 
precated the wrath of the king, who referred the 
affair to the cognizance of the cardinal, who was 
chancellor of the realm. In confequence of his 
award, all the prifoners in white fhirts, with halters 
about their necks, appeared before the king at 
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A.c. 1517. \Ycftminfter, and craving mercy, were pardoned. 

SwMtirg This difturbance was fucceeded by the fweating 

ficknefs, Ccknefs, which raged in England with fuch malig-^' 
nity, that a great number of jDebple died in' three 
hours after they were feized with the diftemper, 
which, in fome towns, 'deftroyed one tbii^df and in 
others, one half of the inhabitants. 

v!ewriof ' xh6ugh therc was not one prince in Europe that 

the difterent . « °, > 11 • « . 1 • 

powers in thought the pope was really m earneft m his pro- 
Europe, jg^ ^j. ^ general league againft the Infidels, or even 
believed fuch a fcheme pradicable, aimoft every 
individual potentate' ufed it as a pretext for cover- 
ing his own ihterefled defigns. The emperor being 
defirous of feeing one of his grand- children eleded 
king of the Rbmans, availed himfelf of this pre- 
tended war againft the Turks, to perAiade the Ger- 
nians, that the imperial dignity ought to bjs pre- 
served in the houfe of Auftria, as no other family 
iq the empire had power enough to refift their at- 
tempts. Charles king of Spain made ufe of the 
fame pretence for the, fame purpofe i and as he had 
occafion for fome years of peace, ftrenuoufly in- 
fifted upon the conclufion of 'a general truce, that 
the chriftian princes might be at liberty to unite 
their forces againft the Infidels. Such a propofal 
could not be difagreeable to the French King, 
alarmed by the defenfive league which had becri 
formed againft him, and eager to recover Tour*' 
hay, which he could not hope to retrieve in time of 
peace ; and Henry VIII. was glad to engage in the 
alliance formed by the pope, the emperor, the 
kings of France and Spain; becaufe his refufal 
might have furnilhed them with a pretence for un- 
dertaking fomething to his prejudice. Ylie example 
of fuch powerful fovcreigns was followed by kll the 
petty powers in Europe j and the pope biegan to 
think that this prcjcft would be put in execution. 
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tium wliiicb> oothing was farther from t^e thx>ugbts a- P- ^sn* 
of the contra&iog parties. 

The king of France forefeeing that he flipuld 
never be able to retriwe Tournay, without gaining, 
, over to Wsr iniereft cardinal Wolfey, who was ad- 
miniftrator of thsu bifliopric, fpared neither flattery^ 
promifes, nor prefent3» to render that prelate pro- 
pitious to hi& views ; and at length, he prevailed 
upon him to agree to the reftitution, on conditioa 
that the, cardinal ihould be indemnified for the lofs 
of the adminiftration, by a yearly penfion : that the 
French king fbould pay fix hundred thoufand 
croons to Henry for the city of Tournay : and, 
that a match fhwld be efFeded between the dau- 
phin and the princefs Mary, daughter to ithe king 
of England, This private conventioo being fettled, 
Wolfey all of a fudden, changing his ufual ftrain, 
reprefented to th^ king» that the expenceof the 
garrifon of Tournay greatly furpafied all the ad- 
vantages he could derive from the pofleOIon of a 
place which was at fuch a diftance frnm Calais ; 
that it could not be maintained in cafe of a rup? 
tore between the two crowns : he therefore ad- • 
vi&d him to fill hi^ coffers with the money which 
was ofiered by Francis •, and embrace the prbpofa} 
of the match, which would confolidate their friend- 
ihip, render them the arbiters of Europe, . and fotn^ 
4 leafonable bulwark againft the growing power of 
the houfe of Auftria, already in pofleifipn of. 
the empire, Spain, the Low Countries, and the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily. Henry plainly ^^ 
perceived Wolfey's motives for changing the tenor * ' 
of his difoourfe in this manner •, and publicly de- 
<:lared, that he faw Wolfey was refolved to govern 
.both himfelf and the king of France. Indeed, the 
c:ardinal had made a merit pf difglofing to. the , 
king the advances which the French monarch had 
^ade to him in private, obferving, that the princ? 

Cc4 muft 
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A. P. 1517. itiuft be very defirous of Henry's ffiindfiiip who 
would fue fo fubmiOively to his fervants. Wol- 
fey had gained fuch an afcendency over the mind 
of his (overeign, that he coold have perfuaded him 
to follow any meafure whatfoever, even chough it 
had been oppofice to his own intercft : but, here 
his favourite's ihclination, and his own intereft 
happened to coincide ^ and he accordingly aflenced 
to the propofal. The conditions of the alliance 
being regulated hetweei^ the cardinal anxl M. de 
Villcroy, fecretary of ftate, who repaired to Lon- 
don for that purpofe, the king of France fent over 
A n«w alii- '& folemn embaflyt compoied of the admiral de Bon- 
wice be- nivet, Stephen Poricher bifhop of Paris, joined to 
fT^cc and Villeroy, and impowercd to renew the treaty of 
England, ffiendflitp between the two kings ; to treat of a 
league with the pope, and other princes of Chrif- 
tendom, for the defence of religion and the catho* 
]ic church ; of the match between the daup^iin and 
the princefs Mary ; of the reftitution of Tournay, 
St. Amand, and Mortagne ; and of an interview 
between the two kings. They brought over let- 
ters patent, by which Francis obliged himfelf to 
pay to his dear friend the cardinal of York, a pen- 
' fion of ten thoufand livres, in return for his giving 
up the adminiftration of the bifhopric of Tournay. 
All thefe articles being duly difcu^d, fourieparate 
treaties were figned, and ratified in Oftober. In tht 
firft, the contrafting parties agreed, That the mar- 
riage fhould be celebrated when the dauphin flioold 
have attained the fourteenth year of his age : Th^t 
Mary's portioa (hould amount to three hundred 
?ind thirty thoufand crowns of goW : and, That her 
jointure fliould be equal to that of Anne of Bre^ 
tagne, and Mary of England, who had been wives 
X to Lewis XIL The fccond related to the reftitu- 
tion of Tournay, for which Francis engaged to pay 
fix hundred thoufand crowns 1 but fr(wn (his fum 
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he was left ac liberty to deduft the portion of the ^-^^ '5'»^ 
princefs Mary. Tke third concerned certain pre- i 

cautions uken, so prevent an infraAion of the ] 

peace, as well as to procure prompt reparation for 
the danuige that nught be fuftained by the fubjedts * 
of either power. And the fourth ftipulated an in- 
tenriew "between the two monarchs, in the village of 
Sanden&ic^ near Ardres in Picardy. Thefe trea- Rymer. 
ties being ratified, the princefs Mary was betroth- 
ed to the dauphin^ in St. Paul's church at Lon- 
don 5 and the carl of Worcefter, with Weft bifhop 
ef £ly, and a magnificent train', lent over to de- 
mand the performance of Francis, who fwore to the 
obfervance of the treaties, delivered hoftages for ' 
the payment of the money, and ' in the name of 
his fon, fulfilled the contra^ of marriage. 

During thefe tranfaftions, the pope appointed Defenfive 
cardinal Laurentius Campgus his legate in Eng- |!Ktr* 
land, with direftions to fbllieit Henry*« engagement London, 
in the general league or quinquennial truce ; and 
authority to demand a tenth of the Englifh clergy. 
Wolfey was no fooner informed of this appointment, 
than he fent one of his confidents to Rome, with a 
remonftrance to his botinefs^ importing that the no- 
mination of another legate, while he refided cardi- 
nal in England, was fuch an affront as would de- 
ftroy his credit and influence, and render him in- 
capable of ferving the holy fee effeftually. Leo be- 
ing unwilling to difoblige fuch a favourite miniftert, 
joined him in the legation with Campejus, whom 
the Englifli cardinal found means to detain at Bou- 
logne, until he received the pope's anfwer. Then 
tinderftanding, that Campejus was come with a very 
mean equipage, he prefented him with fome bales 
of red cloth for garments to his retinue, and twelve 
fumpter mules richly caparifoned ; with which he 
imade a magnificent entry into London. During 
the proceflioD, however^ one of the mules happen- 
ed 
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A.c. i5>^ed to fall, and the coSers wJiich he carried flying 
open, difcovcred nothing but rags, .broken nieat^ 
^nd murrow-bones ^ a circumftance which ex|x>iisd 
t}ie foreign cardinal to the ridicule of the populace. 
3ach was the influence that Wolfey bad giuned at 
the court of Rome, that when cardinal Adrian de 
Cornetto was depofed and dripped of all his bene- 
fices, in confequence of his having engaged in a 
confpiracy againft the pope, the adminiftratioo of 
the bifhopric of Bath and Wells, which he pofiefied 
in England, was given to the cardinal of York : 
and now he and hit colleague Campejus were veft-r 
ed with the extraordinary power of granting plenary 

u. Herbert, i^^^^g^^^^' Their negQciation, however, pro- 
ceeded but flowly \ for, though Leo ioopowered 
them by an expre& bull, to Conclude a league a^ 
;ainft the Turks, between the' empevor and the 
ings pf England, France, and Spain, all that they 
could oh^tsdn wa$, a defenfive alliance in favour of 
the holy fee, and their refpeftive dominions, in cafe 

A«. Pub. ^^^y fl^ould be attacked by the ingdels. The pope, 
by them declared chief of this league, was extreme- 
ly mortified to find them, fo averfe to an ofleofive 
aflbciation, by virtue of which he could have amaf-* 
fed fums of money.; never chelefs, he approved and 
ratified the treaty, and the report of an intended 
invafion by the Infidels immediately vanifl^ed- 

The peace which Europe now enjoyed was in* 
terrupted by the death of the emperor Maximillian, 
who was no fooner in his grave, than the kings of 
France and Spain openly declared themfelvea com- 
petitors for the imperial throne ; and began to ca- 

A.c. 1519. \y^\ among the eledors. The pope fincerely wifli- 
ed that neither flxould afcend the imperial throne, 
becaufe both had fuch connexions with Italy, th^ 
he of the two who fliould be chofen, would have 
it in his powei; to embroil that country. Tbe kii\g 
of England had ftill a hankering after the icnperi,^ 

dig^ 
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cjignity, and fent Richard Pace, as his ambaflador, ^:^-'V?: 
to found the eledlors ^ but, he was too late in his 
application : and at length, the intereft of Charles 
prevailing, he was ele&ed emperor at the diet of 
Frankfort. Leo finding all oppofition would be in cinricskini 
vain, aflented to the eledion with a good g^^:e i of Spain \ 
but Francis* was extremely mortified at his difap- ^a^a^^,' 
pointmentj which inflamed the jealoufy that fubfift- MaximUiah 
ed between him and Charles; and haftened th^^iai^'*"' 
rupture that enfued. Indeed, their differences were ^*»"°c- 
fuch as could not be ealily terminated in an atpica^ 
blc manner. Francis had pretentions to the king- ^^^f^^' 
dom of Naples, and reafon to complain that his ri- charies and 
yal had not rcftored the kingdom of Navarre to ^'»°<^«- 
Johp P'AIbret, according to the ftipulations of 
the treaty of Noyons. On the other hand, Charles 
laid claim to the dutchy of Bursundy, as heir to the 
ancient duke$, as well as to the dutchy of Milan, 
which, though poflefled by Francis, was a fief of - 
the empire. Another fource of contention ^as the 
duke of Guelderland, who, though a profefied ene- 
my of the emperor, was publicly protefted by 
Francis. The pope was obliged to temporize with 
both, though of the two he was inclined to favour 
Charles i and Henry of England, by a fteady and 
difcreet conduct, mi^t have held the ballance of 
power betwixt thole two rivals, fo as to caufe either 
fcale tQ preponderate, according to the neceflity of . 
the times, or the dilates of his own intercft. Thefe^ Mwciai. 
)iowever, he did not always regard ; becaiiie he 
was abfbUuely ruled by the pafllons and caprice of 
hiis favourite Wolfey, whom Charles and Francis 
cultivated with the utnioft afliduity, well knowing, 
there was no other way to procure the friendihip 
jmd afiiitance of England, which was deemed fo 
neceflary to the fucceis of their defigns. Befides ^^^ 
prefents and penfions offered to this idol, they vied ^^c^f 
^ith each other in carefling him with the groffeft woifc^r 
^ adu- 
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a: a 1519. adulation, calling bim in their letters, their friend, 
their patron, and their father; and extolling his 
virtuft, prudence, and capacity, in the moft hyper- 
bolical expreflions. He cunningly made ule of 
chefe teftimonies, not only to flatter his matter's var 
nity, by reprefenting how fbrhiidable he muft be to 
thofe two potentates, who ftooped fo low as to court 
the good graces of his minifter, but, likewife to 
enhance his own merit in the opinion of Henry, 
whp could not help obferving, that Wolfey's parts 
muft have been greatly fuperior to thofe of all o- 
ther favourites, when they were thus acknowledged 
by the grcatcft princes of Chriftendom. He aftu- 
ally looKcd upon himfelf as the arbiter of Europe, 
and remained fo fully convinced of his cardinal's ca* 
pacityi that he faw nothing but with his eyes, and 
was m every thing direftcd folely by his advice, 
Wolfey had now attained the very higheft pinnacle 
of fortune ; he was favourite, prime- minifter, lord 
high chancellor, adminiftrator of the fee of Bath 
and Wells, archbilhop of York, cardinal, and le- 
gate a latere. He received annual penfions from 
the emperor and the king of France, drew immenfe 
profits from the office of chancellor, by means of 
the privileges annexed to it by his majefty •, and the 
king not only loaded him with rich prefents, but 
alfo furnifhed him with a great number of opportu- 
nities to increafe his revenues. The pope, the em- 
peror, the king of France, and the republic of Ve- . 
nice courted his favour with the utmoft emulation j 
and Francis in particular fent him letters -patent, 
confenting, that he fhould regulate the ceremonial 
of his interview with Henry. 
Thatpieiate Wolfcy was fo intoxicatcd by this flow of prof- 
tid wItT* Parity, that his pride and arrogance furmounted all 
power. bounds. He could no longer bear equality in his 
legation ; and therefore prevailed upon the pope to 
rccal Campejus, and leave him invefted with the 

fole 
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ible legatine power. He now celebrated mafs as if ^« ^* r5*>( 
he had been pope in reality, attended by biihops 
and dukes ; and earls prefented him with the water 
9nd towd. He ordered the crdfs of York, and a- 
nocber for his legatim funftion, to be carried be- 
fore him by two of the talleft priefts that could be 
found. Heereded a new. court of judicature, cal« 
led the l^ate's court, in. efiedfc a court of con- 
fcience, that took cognizance of almoit all the ac * 
tions of life ; and one John Allen being appointed 
jikige of this bench^ aAed with incredible rapaci- ^ 
oufnet^ and extortion, on pretence of reforming the' 
morals-of the people. He, pretended that his jurif- 
di£bion extetuled to all fuits arifing from wills and 
contrafls of marriage -, . and tried an infinite num- 
ber of caufes, whilft the king's judges durid not op- 
:|X)fe this innovation. At the fame time, the cardi- Herbart. 
,iial legate difpofed of all the benefices of the king- 
dom in favour of his own creatures, without paying 
the leaft regard to the rights of churches, monafte- 
ries, or patrons*. At length the archbi^^op of Can- 
terbury, from a motive of confcience, informed the 
king of this.opprefiion ; and Henry not only feem- 
ed furpriied at the cardinal's infolence, but de(ired 
•the old bifhop to tell him, that he expeded he 
would reform all thofe abufes. This remonftrance 
produced no other efFeA, than that' of augmenting 
Wolfey's hatred to the archbifhop. fiuc his agent, 
Allen, being afterwards accufed by one John Lon- 
, don, a fimple prieft, the complaint reached the ears 
of the king, who reprimanded the cardinal with 
fuch feverity, that he was more circumfpeft in the 
fequel. . The great wealth, power, and authority, 
which he enjoyed in England, could not fatisfy 
his aiinbitiop, while there was one degree of eccle- 
iiaftigal dignity which he had not yet attained. He ^^^^^ 
had already begun to take meafures for obtain- afpiret 
ing the papacy, whenever the holy fee fhould be- ^^^^y^' 

come 
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A. c 1519. come vacant ; and the king of France had aflure<} 
him of the votes of fourteen cardinals ; but, fince 
Charles was eleded emperor, he feemed to think 
that prince more capable of raifing him to St. Pe- 
ter's chair, and began gradually to wean his maefter 
from the int^reft of France, and engage him in be- 
half of the houfe of Auftria. Neverthelefs, h^ 
would not declare himfitf fo far as to prevent the 
interview between Henry and Francis, becaufe hi 
could not prevail upon himfelf to refign the plea« 
fureof appearing at the court of France, with all 
the pomp of ecclefiaftical magnificence; and of 
fhewing himfelf to his countrymien, honoured and 
careiTed by fuch a powetful monarch. But he 
was refolved to take fuch meafures as would hin- 
der Francis from turning this interview to the pre- 
judice of the emperor, who at this period gained 
an incredible acceflion of wealth by the prowefs 
of Fernando Cortez, in his conqueft of the Men- 
u. Herbert, can empire, 

Wolfey having regulated the ceremonial of the 
interview, the king repaired to Canterbury in the 
A. a 1510. Jattcr end of May, in order to pafs his Whitfuntidc 
in that city, and from thence proceed to Calais ; 
but next day he was given to underftand that the 
^^"'rf^ emperor had landed at Dover. The whole court, 
mhet'm and even the king himfelf, was furprifed at the 
England. aTfival of Charlcs, which had been preconcerted 
Aa. Pub. between that prince and the cardinal, to whom he 
had promifed his influence with the pope, towards 
procuring for him the bifliopric of Bajadox. Wol- 
fey was fent to compliment the emperor at Do- 
ver, where the king met him next day, and con- 
duced him to Canterbury ; whither, alfo the queen 
came to vifit her nephew, whom (he had never 
feen before. The emperor's defign in this voyage 
was to divert Henry from his purpofed interview 
with Francis, fionx which^ however, .the king of 

Eng. 
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England thought he could not recede with honour; ^'^' '^^i 
hvfti in all probability, 'he gained over Wolfey en- 
tirety to his intereft, by promiBng to fupport his 
defigns open the papacy; and Henry afiured him -* 
thkc h^ would never engage with the French king 
in any meafure that (hould be prejudicial to his imr 
periat majefty. After haying been magnificently 
entertained (tering the holidays, he took leave of 
his aunt Catherine and Henry, and embarked at ^ 
Sandwich for Flanders, very well fatisfied with the 
fuccefs of his vifit. The fame day the king of 
England fa;ited from Dover for Calais ; and on the 
fourth day of June, he renfioved with his own 
queen, the queen dowager of France, and all his 
retinue^ to a lupibrb wooden houfe, ereded near the 
place of interview : it was furniihed in the nK>ft 
oftentatious manner, and from the chapel there 
^as a private gaUery, that reached to the ftrong 
caftle of Guifnes. The houfe, which FrAncis pitch- 
ed near Ardres, was rather large than fumptuous ; 
for he had imertded to lodge in a pavilion of cloth 
0f ^Id, which was blown down by the wind, fo 
that he was obliged to build a wooden edifice in a 
hurry. Before the two monarchs met, . cardinal 
Wolfey waited upon the French king with fome 
propofals touching the late alliance^ and, after 
fome conferences, Francis agreed that when the 
iniilion of crowns, ftipulated in the laft treaty, 
fhbuld be liquidated, he ihould continue to pay to 
the king of England an annual penfion of one hun- 
dred thoufand livres ; that, in cafe of the dauphin'^ 
becoming king of England by his marriage with 
the princefs Mary, this penfion (hould be continu- 
ed to her and her heirs for ever ; and that the diffe- 
rences between En^and and Scotland (hould be re- ^^ ^ 
ferred to the arbitration of Lotiifa of Savoy, mo- bet^e^ 
ther to the king of France, and cardinal Wolfey. ^«njy «»* 
On the fcv^nth of June the two longs met on king.*** 

I horfc;: 
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ju C1520. liorfeback, in the v;Ulc;f of Arden, where they a- 
lighted ; and, afcer mm ual falutation, walked arm 
in arm into a rich tent, pitched for thdf accommoda* 
tion. On Monday the eleventh day of the RiOBth, 
the jufts and tournameiris began in figiht of the la- 
dies, for whom fcalFolds were erefted. Both kings 
entered the lifts, and behaved with great dexterity i 
though Henry bore away xht honour of the fieki. 
He ran a tilt agatnft monfieur de Grandeville, 
whom he difabled ac the fecond encounter. Qe 
engaged monfieur de Montmorency, whom, how- 
ever, he could not unhorfe. He jfought at faulchi- 
on with a French nobleman, who prefented hjm 
with his courfer, in token of fubmiffion ; he di&rm-* 
ed nfK>nrieur de Fleurange \ and fignalized himfelf 
above all others in throwing the javelini wielding 
the fword and target^ and fighting with the two* 
handed fWord, an exercife at which Frantis was 
Hajh'^'^'likewife very expert. This monarch) probably, 
iiahau thought 'he fhould find his account in gratifying 
Henry's vanity, t^ allowing him to eo}qy.riits.pet* 
ty preheminence.^ Thefe exendies / being jinifiied^ 
th6 two kings regaled eack:Qither with tf^a^lingi 
balls, ma£]uerades, and mutuikl>psefentt. They 
ieemed to vie with each oxher inifplendor and^magnl- 
licence ; infomuch that the place of cliis interview 
was ililed, ' the field of cloth of ^gold. At length 
they parted on the twenty* fourth day of June; a^d 
Henry, with his train, returned to Calais. On the 
tenth of July the king returned the emperor's cqm- 
pliment, by vifiting htm and his aunt Margaret at 
Gravelines ; and next day they .accompanied faim 
back to Calais, where they were royally entertained. 
Francis was greatly alarmed at thefe reciprocal vi- 
fits : and bis jealoufy was not without foundation r 
for, on this occalion, they^ in all probability, pco- 
jeded the alliance which was concluded in the fe- 
quel. In the mean time Henry failed with the fitft 

. . fair 
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fiiir wind for England, whfere he and hii retinue ^- ^'/s*^' 
larrived in fafety ; and Charles repaired to'Aix-la- 
Chapel, where he was folemnly crowned emperor 
Oil the twenjy-firft day of Oftober. 

Luther's dofltrine having by this 'time gained 
ground in almoft every diftrift of Gernlany* popfe 
Leb, after having in vain attempted to foothc him 
'With promifes, and intimidate him with threits^ at 
length publifhed a bull of excommunication againft 
him and all his adherents. Luther appealed from 
this fentence to k general council, and fet his holt- 
nefs at defiance. Then thfc pope endeavoured* tt> 
perfoade the ekdtor of Saxony to put him to death, 
or fend him to Rome 5 but, that prince refufing to 
comply with his requeft, the papal nuncio ordered 
Luther's books to be publicly burned at Cologne ; 
wd Luther, in revenge, committed the body of 
the canon law, to the flames at Wirtemberg, and 
pUblifhffd a book to juftify his conduft. He was 
fuppof-ted by the eleftor of Saxony, who paffion- 
iately defirtd to fee a reformation in the chufch : he 
was feconded in his endeavours by Ulricus, Zuin- 
glius, arid Philip Melanfthon, a man of equal pie- 
ty and learning; and he Was encouraged to perfe- 
yere by Erafmus, who aflTured hinx he had tnany 
favourers in Ea^land and the Low Countries ; and 
exhorted hini to proceed with modefty and circum- 
fpeftion. The emperor, after his cdronation, af* a. c. t^%t, 
fembled "a diet at Worms 5 where, being inftigated 
by the complaints and renronftrances of the pope, 
he fuftimoned Luther to appear ai; the afletnbly, 
and granted him a fafe^conduft for the fecurity of hift 
peHbn*, he accordingly appeared, at>d, refufing to 
retraft his tenets, was with his favourers, profcrib- 
fcd by public edid. Every zealous papift drew his sicidami 
ftti agatnft this reformer; and, among the reft, 
H^ry king of England declared hitnfelf a cham- 
pion of the Roman church. He was particularly Hcrbem 

N2 45- ^^ »"^: 
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A c. 15x1. inccnfed againft Luther for the liberties he had ta^- 
ken with Thomas Aquinas, an author in great re-» 
The king queil both with the king and the cardinal. Thus 
^ainftLa- ^^i^^^^cd, hc compofed a, book, De Septem Sacra^ 
ther. nwntisi in which be ftrcnuoiifly oppofcd Luther in 

the arcicl6 of indulgences, the number of facrar 
ments, and the papal authority. This performance 
and is ho- was prefentcd by John Clarke, dean of Windfor, 
the dgc'*^? in full confirfory, to the pope, whp received it with 
Fidei De- ,grcat fokmnity of applaufc j and, with the unani* 
^"^*^' mous cpnfent of the college of cardinals, iffued a 
bull, in which he beftowed upon Henry the honour- 
able title of Fidei Defenfor, or Defender of the faith. 
War be- The empcror and the king of France were io 
em'^or^and Jcalous of cach Other, that they wanted nothing 
the French but a pretext to commence hoftilities* Francis^ 
*' therefore, on pretence of his rival's having infring- 
ed the treaty of Noyon, fent an army into Navarre, 
under the command of Lefparre of the houfe of 
Foix i who, finding that kingdom almofi: wholly 
deftitute of troops, reduced it in the fpacc of fifteen 
days. Elevated with this fuccefs, he entered Spain, 
and laid fiegc to Logrogno, in the province of 
Guipufcoa. The Spaniards, though divided into 
fa£^ions, were fo alarmed at this invafion, that 
they united for their common iafety. Having af- 
fembled a numerous army, they defeated and took 
the French general, and recovered Navarre in left 
time than Lefparre had fpent in the cbnqueft of 
.that kingdom. Francis, not contented with this 
.attack, fpif ited up a new enemy againft Charles, itk 
the pcrfon of Robert de la Marck, prince of Sedan, 
and fovercign of Bouillon ; who, thinking himfelf 
injured by the emperor. Tent him a mjeffagp of de*' 
fiance ; and, putting himfelf at the hc;ad of five 
^houfand men, whom he had enliflsed in prance, 
inverted Vireton, a place in the province of Lux- 
embourg, Charles immediately fummoned the 

king 
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king of England to his affiftancej according to* the ^*'C- »P'i 
ftipulations of the league of London ; ahd Henry, 
influenced by the cardinal^ was glad of this oppor- 
tunity to lay the blame df the rupture upon Francis. 
.He forthwith fent an ambafTador to that prince, re- 
quiring him to defift from all hoftilitite againfl: the 
.emperor, not only in Luxembourg, but likewife in 
Navarre-, and Francis thought proper tocdtnply 
with his demand, rather than furnilli Henry with k 
colour to declare for his rivaK The French king 
had. already concluded a leagufe with the pope fot 
conquering and dividing between them the kingdom 
of Naples ; but, Francis difl:rufting Leo's fincerity, , 

and procraftinating the ratification of this treaty, : 
the pope fufp?aed him in his turn, and privately 
engaged in a league with the emperor for driving 
the French out of the Milanefe, and reftoring that 
dutchy to Francis Sforza. The pope enlifted fiit 
.thogfand Swifs in his fervice, and augmented his _ . . .. 
jorces on various pretences. The emperor ordered ni. 
the viceroy of Naples to hold the troops of that 
kingdom ready to march at the firft notice; and 
Profper Golonna was declared general of the league. 
Before they declared themfelves openly, they made . 
unfuccefsful attempts to furprife Genoa, Milan^ 
and Como ; and, the fufpicion of Francis being at 
length aroufed, he levied twenty thoufarid Swifs, 
and fent them to Milan, under the command of 
Lautrec. % this time Profper Colonna, having 
aflcmblcd his forces^ invefted Parma \ but was ob-* 
Jiged to raife the fiege by Lautrec, who purfued hini 
beyond the boundaries of the Milanefe-, and, fup- 
pofing he had nothing farther to fear front his ef* 
forts j withdrew Lefcun with his garrifofn from 
Parma. The inhabitants immediateiy declared (ot 
the pope*, Lautrec was abandoned by the Swifs j 
and Profper Colonna, purfuing him *n his turn, 
pot only:obligcdiiimco^ retire to ,CoaK>,< but alfo 
. \ Dd a fub- 
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A.c. 1511. ^ubdued the whole Milanefe, except a few inconfi- 

derable places* 
Death of The Jrench, in all likelihood, would have bceit 
pope uo X. entirely expelled from Italy before the end of the 
campaign, had not the progrefs of the dlies been 
flopped by the death of pope Leo, who is faid* to 
have died of excefs of joy, at the fuccefs of the league. 
The new^ of his deceafe no fooner reached the army 
than the troopji which he had enlifted difperfed ^ and 
the Florentines returned to their own country : the 
duke of Ferrara recovered fome o( his places in the 
Romagna ^ and Francis Maria de la Rovera retriev- 
ed the dutchy of Urbino. Lautrec might now have 
triumphed in his turn, had he been properly fap* 
ported-, but Francis was entirely engrofied by the 
Uieans of defending himfelf in Picardy and Flan* 
ders. The emperor, not contented with having 
humbled Robert de la Marck, aflembled a nume« 
rous army, and beftowed the command of it upon 
the count de NaflTau, who approaching Champagne, 
Francis reprefented to the king of England that he 
could no longer forbear taking arms in hispwn de- 
fence, as Charles certainly intended to invade his 
Henry ofFers dominions. Henry pretended he would remain 
um^iUhl. neuter in the quarrel ; of which, however, heofier* 
tween the ed himfelf as the arbitrator, propofing that they 
FMncTi' ""^ Should fend their plenipotentiaries, by the beginning 
v( Augufl:, to Calais, where they fliould find cardi- 
nal Wolfey, vefted with full power to aft in his 
Mfierai. name as mediator. Charles willingly embraced this 
propofal, becaufe he had made furd of the favourite ; 
and Francis durft not rejeft it, left he fhould difb« 
hlige the king of England : it was therefore agreed 
that the plenipotendaries of the two monarchs, the 
pope's nuncio,, and the. cardinal, fhould meet at the 
appointed time and place ; buc^ before this coiigreft 
was opened, the lord of Liqucs, with an af my of 
the emperpr^^ . fubj^» made himfdf mtft^r of 
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\Mort^ii€, and St. Amand, to which he had laid ^-c. 1521. 
fame femily claim ; the governor of Flartders in- 

^ vetted Tournay, and the Imperialifts fazed the 

' town of Ardres. 

On the fourth day of Auguft the conferences congrefs at 
were opened at Calais, where .the cardinal appear- ^^^^^ '"^^^^ 
cd with all the pomp of a fovereign, in quality of 
Henry's lieutenant, pbfleflc4 of the great feal of 
England, ' and vetted with ample power to ter- 
minate the quarrel between the two parties •, to re- 
new the alliance between France and England ; and 
conclude any other league that fhould be for his 
matter's intereft. Duricg this negotiationj the im- Ry^o", 

, perial general tdok Mouzon hi Champagne, and' 
befieged Mezieres 5 which, however, he could not 
reduce. Then he retired into the county of Na- 
mtir ; and, the French army, being by this time af- 
fembled, marched into Flanders j where they fub- 
dued feveral places of importance, and had well 
nigh furprifed the emperor in his retreat towards 
Valenciennes. At the fame time another body of ^.. 

French forces was fent into Navarre, under the 
condufl: of admiral Bonnivet, who befieged and 
took the important town of Fontarabia, which is 
reckoned one of the keys of Spainl Wolfey, mean 
while, continued to prcfide at the congrefs; but, 
feemed lefs follicitous about procuring an accom- 
modation, than in fixing the blame of the rupture^ 
tipon Francis. The emperor's plenipotentiafies de- * 
manded. That the French king would reftore Bur- 
gundy to their matter, and renounce all pretenfions 
to the homage of Flanders and Artoid. The 
French not only rcjefted thefe articles with difdain, • 
but moreover, infilled upon the reftitutibn of Mi- 
lan and Navarre, as well as upon the emperor's re- 
linquifhing his enterprize upon Tournay, which hj^ 
ftill kept befieged. As neither party woUld abate 
in their demands, the cardinal declared, that he faW 

D d ^ ^o 


/io5 HISTOKY Of ENGLAND. 

A.c. f^ii. noprofpedl of an ac^ammodatron ; and defKed the 
plenipotentiaries of both powers to fign a treaty, 
importing, X^at the herring fifhcrs of France, and 
the Low Countries, might fifli unmolefted until 
the end of January : That ^hc fubjefts of the 
fovereigps ^t war fhould not purfue any veffel into • 
the ports of England, or commit any violence in . 
his dominions : That the pope's nuncio and the 
plenipotentiaries at the congrefs, Jtnight freely rcr 
tirp vyithout danger to their perfons and retinues ; 
and, That the king of England, and the cardinal 
legate his lieutenaQt, fhoqjd be the confervators of 
liymer, thejfe conventions, to be ratified in ten days., They 
were accordingly figned and r^tifipd \ ^nd the war 
continuing to rage with great animofity, Francis , 
fnade himfclf niaftcr of Hef4ini while Tournay 
furrejidcred to the emperor, 
Letgvc Wolfey, after fpmc feigned endeavours to find 

nainft put other eypedijcnts for a pacification, repaired tp 
V«n*the Bruges, where he pondqdcd a league between Hen- 
gigeror and |y ^nd thp cmperor againft France, by which th^ 
^^^' Ijing of England obliged himfelf to attack Francis 
Y^ith an army of forty thoufand men ; and to beftow 
upon Charles the princefs Mary, who had. already 
^ee;i betrothed tp the dauphin. Thus Henry 
declared himfelf ^he enemy of Francis, witbpurthe 
leaft provocation, and contrary tp a|l the rules of 
found policy, confidering the vaft power of the 
emperor, which it was his int^reft to balance. Bur, 
this ftep was like all the reft of hiscondu6t, fug- 
^efted by cardinal Wolfey, wht>fe heart w:^s fet up- 
pn the papacy, wl]ich he hoped tp obtain by the 
influence pf Charles, who had already procured for 
him thfe bilhoprjc of Palencia in Caftile, with the 
j^dn^iniftration of che fee of IS^dajox. His legatioi^ 
was protrafted for twoyejirs; and Leo before his 
death had iffbed a bull, impowcring him to create 
Ijftjr knights, a$ piany counts, palatine^ the like 
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number of acolytes and chaplains, and forty apof- a- ^ '5»«r 
coiical notaries : to legitimate baftards, gr^nt the 
dodor's degree in all the faculties, as well as all 
forts of dilpenfations : nay, to all the honours, 
wealth, and power he already poflfeffed, he this year 
received the addition of the rich abbey of St. Al- 
ban's^in commendam. No wonder that a prelate 
of his ambition, thus forwarded by every gale of 
profperity, fhould afpire at the higheft dignity of 
the church. He k even faid to have been fo 
impanent to poflefs St. Peter's chair, that he was* 
concerned in abridging the days of Leo by poifon. 
Be that as it may, he was certainly fo arrogant as 
to afFeft contempt for the nobility of the king- 
dom ; and fo vindiftive, that the moft powerful 
peer in England could not difoblige him with im- 
punity. ' * 

His revengeful difpofition appeared too plainly 
in the fate of the duke of Buckingham, a weak 
nobleman of ftrong paflions and the moft childifh 
vanity ; who was fo unguarded as to fay, in a pri- 
vate company, that ftiould the king die without 
iflue, he would lay claim to the crown as the de- ' 
fcendant of Anne of Gloucefter, grand-daughter of , 
Edward III. and that, fliould he ever afcend the 
throne, he would punifh Wolfey according to his 
demerit. This expreflion was reported to the car- 
dinal, who forthwith devoted him to deftruftion. 
He bribed fome of his domeftics to betray the pri- 
vate life and converfation of their matter. From 
their information, the cardinal learned that he cor- 
refponded with one Hopkins, a monk in the priory 
of Hinton, who pretended to the gift of prophecy ; 
and flattered the duke with aflTurances of his fuc- 
ceeding to the throne of England. Wolfey, having 
thus colle6bed fufficicrit matter for an impeachment, 
deprived him of his two principal fupports, the 
carl of Northumberland, his father-in-^law, who 

Dd 4 wa$ 


4o8 HISTORY Of ENGLAND. 

4. c. i5»i. was committed to the Tower, on the frivolous pre-, 
tence of his claiming fome wards to which he had 
' no title \ and his fon-in-law the carl of Surrey, who 
was appointed governor of Ireland, that \\t pighc 
t^ at a diftance from London. Thefe previous (Veps. 
being taken, Edward StaSbrd duk^ of Bucl^ing- 
ham was arretted and accafed of high-creafon. The 
chief evidence againfl: him wa$ one Knevit, whom 
he had difmiffed from his fe^-vice for fon^e mifde- 
meanors. 1 He w;»s taxed with having frequently 
confulted Hopkins the monk, touchipg the fuc - 
ceifion of the^crown, as well as with having alFeded 
popularity \ with havii^g declared to J^nevit, that 
if he were ill ufed he woqld execute againft Henry 
the fcheme which his father had -prpj^fted againft 
Kichard III. whom that nobleman me&ned to have 
affaflinated with a knife, had he been admitted into 
his prefe^ce -> and with having faid to lor4 Aber- 
gavenny, that Jhould the king die he would af- 
^me the rule of the realm, in fpUc of all op-. 
pofition ; adding, that (hould the lord Abergavenny 
difelofe his purpofe, he would call him to account 
in fingle combat. He was tried by one duke, o»e 
marquis, feven earls, and twelve baroiis, before the 
duke of Norfolk, appointed high-fteward for the 
occafion. When he heard the indidlment read, liQ 
faid it was a falfe forged confpifacy : nevertl^elefsij^ 
he was convided upoa the evidence of Kr>erij:, Hop'^ 
kins, 2Xkd two others ; and conderu^ed to die tk^ 
Bucki ""^^ ^^ ^ traitor. The duke of Norfplk could not 

ham con. Iielp fiiedding tears when he pronounced his fea- 
w^let- ^^^^» ^^ which the duke replied, >' My lofd oif 
ibn, and " Nocfolk, you fpcak. to me as to a traitor ; but^ 
Whcadcd. (c traitor was I never. My lords, I malign you 

not for what you have done j but^ may the eter^ 
nal God forgive you my death, as I da I &all 
never fue to the king for life : hqwever, he is a^ * 
gracious priace, an{d more grace may cooie fron^ 

^^ him 
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'* hitn t^an I define v and fo I intreat you, my A.^«'^^ 
*^ k)rc}s, and all my fellows^, to pray for me." He Haii. 
was carried back to the Tower, where he received f^oiKugflicd. 
fn meflage from the king, intimating, thi^t his pu-"^'*''^''* 
niOiment was mitigated into a decapitation ^ and 
he fuffered d^ath Accordingly, to the univerfal re- 
gret q{ the people, who did not fcrupie to impute 
his fate to the ill o(ficesof the cardinal^ whom they 
openly li|]^lled as the fqn of a butcher, delighting 
in blood* \ 

. Henry now wanted nothing but a pretext for a. c. 1512. 
declaring his junftion with the emperor. He al- 
led^d, in his own juftification, that Francis had. 
.b;en t^e ^ggreiTor in the aifair of Robert die la . 
Marck) but, he was really incenfed againft the 
French king, for allowing the duke of Albany to 
return to Scotland ifrom France, where 1^ had beea 
detained for fon^c years at the requefl: c^ the.Eog- . 
liih monarch, that he alight intermeddle the more , . 
fuccefsfuUy in the Scottifh affairs during the ab* 
fence of the regent. Befides, he imagjined the duke 
intended to marry hi^ fifter, the ^een dow;s^er of 
Scotland, becaufe ihe had fued For 9 divoifce fron^ 
her hu(band the earl of Angus ; and the duke^f 
Albany had fupported her fuic at theqouft of Roijq^^ 
Nocwithftanding the pains which the ^ regent took 
to clear himfelf of this fufpkuon, by ^ifurii^ Henry 
ke had no fuch intention ; and that his own wite 
was alivej the king of England wrote a letter to thQ 
ScQCtilh parliament, accusing the duke of adcfign 
upon the crt>wn, to the prejudice of the lawful fo- 
vereign \ and defiriiig them to expel him from the 
realm. To this charge they anfwered. That h^ 
I^ad been mi (informed touching the defiglU of the 
duke of Albany, which were upright a^d honour* 
able ;. that he himiel^hadafted again (t the intermits' 
of his own nephew la ifofnenting difturbances in hia 
kiagdom ; and, that if he w^ not i^oUoed to re-* 

new 


4IO HI S T O R Y OF EN G LAN D. 

A'«€.i52i. jig^ |.j^e |j.Qce ^jfh the regent, they would cndca-^ 
; voar to defend their country from his attacks^ 
When he received this anfwer, together with a let- 
ter from his fitter, reproaching him for his finifter 
defigns upon her fon James, he ordered the lord 
DaOes to march with five hundred men to the bor- 
ders of Scotland, and proclaim, that the Scottifli 
parliament fhould make peace, with him within a 
certain time at their peril. His aim was to furnilh 
his own party in that kingdom with a pretence for 
rcfufing to ferve the regent, ihould he attempt to 
make a diverfion in favour 6f Francis. So far the 
expedient fucceeded. The duke of Albany hav- 
ing railed an^army to make an irruption into Eng- 
land, they no fooner approach -d the frontiers, than 
many lords of diftindhori refufed to proceed, de- 
claring they would not involve their country in an 
B»€*ian«i. unnecefftry war with England. The regent find- 
Trttte with Ing It imprafticaWe to do any thing of confequence 
S^tbiKi f^ hjg French ally, propofed a truce, to which the 
king of -England readily affented. The regent then 
returned to Paris^ to concert new meafures with 
Francis ; while Henry thus dexteroufly avoided a 
war with Scotland^ which would have greatly inter- 
fered w itli'Ms other projefts. • • 

The French king being informed of what paQed 

bet weemthe emperor and the cardinal at Bruges, 

fcnt letttrs patent to Henry, in which he inferted 

the article of the league of London, obliging them 

to aflift each other mutually y then he recapitulated 

every meafure the emperor had taken againft him 

in Italy, Chaimpagne, add Flanders -, and fommoned 

the king of England to execute the'trcaty, to which. 

Aft. Pub. he had fo folemrily fworn.' Henry affirmed, that 

Henry de Francls was'tHe firft aggreflbr, and as he had bro-? 

dares war j^^n his wotd With regard to the duke of Albany, 

Fx^ce, the Englifh monarch fent over Clarencieux the 

herald, to declare war againfi;- him as a perturbator 

- of 
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of the peace of Europe. In order to maintain this ^* ^* '5»«* 
war, whiqh was altogether unjuft and impolitic, 
the king, by the advice of the cardinal, iffued 
warrants to all IherifFs and conftables, to humbef 
the people from the age of JBxteen upwards, and ' 
Ipecify the efiefts of each individual, that he might 
borrow a tenth of the laity, and a fourth of the 
cfergy, befides twenty thoufand pounds, which he 
eicafted by way df loan from the city of London. * 
This dangerous expedient produced great clamours 
among the people, who loudly exclaimed againft 
Wolfey as the author of the impofition ; and the 
London merchants refufed to fpecify the value of 
their efFefts, alledging, that as their fubftance was 
diftributed ia various channels of commerce, it 
could not be properly afcertained : fo that Hienry, 
rather than expofe himfelf to inteftine commotions, 
relaxed in the feverity with which he had begun to 
colleftthe loanj and received What the merchants 
thought proper to prefent for his fervice. , ' 

-Wolfey was notfo chagrined at this miifcarriage, 

as at his difappointment with refpecl to thepapacy/ 

Though the emperor had promifed to fupport hi$. 

pretenfions with all his intereft, he had no intention' 

lb keep his word. He waritetf to' have a pope who' 

fliould be wholly devoted to hit intereft ; and he 

knew Wolfey. too well, to think he fhodld be able 

to govern fuch a pontiff: he therefore refolved tO' 

promote his own preceptor cardinal Adrian Flo- 

rentius, a native of Ucrechr, to the papacy ; and 

to conduS: bis ele^ion in fuch a manner, that he' 

fliould not run the rifque of forfeiting the friendr 

flupi of Wolfeyi who had reminded him of his pro- ' 

mile V and fent Richard Pace to tnanage his intereft 

at Rome,, immediately after t!he : deceafe of Leo. 

Charles took his meafures on this occaflon with 

fuch art and addrefs, that Adrian was unanimoutly 

(ho^n pope in the conclaye, without the cmperoHs 

appearing 
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A. c. i5a2. appeariMf to intermeddle in the aflfair.. The very • 
Goicciv- cnoice^ However, of this perfbn, plainly pointed 
^""* out the direft9rs of theelediop) wd doubtle&» 
Woliey muft have bee^ equally naottified and in-* 
ceniied ag^ft Charley : though he thought prO'* 
per to fupprefs bis refeqtment, in hopt of being 
^ abie topro6t by t^e emperor's friendftitp on foise 
future occafion, as the new pontiff Adrian VI. was 
old and infirm. On the other hgnd, Charks found 
it neceiTary to keep up a friendly correfpondence 
with the k^ogHih cardinalg, well knowing it intirely 
depended on that prelate, whether ^r Mt be fhouM ^ 
The cmrcr. Jive 00 amicaWe tcrfli^ with Henry. Itwastherc- 
Z E^ighnd. fore with a view to cultivate this friendflup, that 
the eipperor,. in h|S voyage to Sp^in^. touched on 
the twenty-fixth day of May at Dover, where he 
fouad the cardinal waiting for him with a cnagfti* 
$cent retinue 9 and Henry in perfoa, repairii»g W: 
the fame place, conducted hmi to Greenwich. 
From thence they went together to London, where 
they.WeriB entert^ioed with^reat fpkndor, the car- 
dinal (^lebracing nukfs before them, with all the. 
QOipp of a jjovereigp pqntifF : then the king invited 
(^hi^rles ^9 Wind^fl, where he was inftall^ in the 
Qrfler of the gartec,; t)o which his brother Ferdinand 
had likewif^beexij Emitted. 
Trnty of A^^^J this cQr^^ny,, the t^iro monarchs conferred 
windfor. tpgefh/er upoa fpor^ impprtant fubje^, acd ra- 
ti^^d the treaty of Bruges in the moil folc^mn man*' 
iier.. ; In the spw^qf^blPj Henry ^declared bimfelf 
abColvi^d of all o^ligafions to Fifaticis, who had be- 
gun the^waf a^aio^ tb^e fmperoF ; and&ntlke dv>ke 
of Albany intq Scotland^ (contrary t^ his eagage^ 
vi^&^^t ^ The i^onfi^^ng paritiea agtecd,^ That 
Cbaflcf, Ihould ffpqo/e the prince^ Mary» as fooa 
^ ihe ihould havo stained the twelfth year of hep 
ager; wd receive' as hei pojtioa 6mx hundred 
i^ovfafi4 or<wftSy ftom wluch, however, Hency 

-r (hould 
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fhould deduft what he had lent to Maximilian : a.c. 1512. 
'That, if either party Ihould recede from this concfaft 
of marriage, he fhould pay fCur hundred thoufand 
crowns to the other : That, by a certain limited 
lime, the emperor fhoiild invade France on the fide 
of Spaiii with an army of forty thoufand men, while 
the king of England Ihould enter Picardy with 
the like number: That neither peace ndr truce 
Ihould be concluded without their mutual confent : 
That the conquefts made in France fliould belong 
to him who had the beft pretenfions to the con- 
ouered places ; and. That in order to avoid all 
difpute on this fubjeft, they fhould declare their fe- 
parate pretenfions before the beginning of the cam- 
paJgh: That the two powers fhould aflifl eac1i 
other reciprocally, in cafe the king df England 
might be inclined to fubdue Scotland, or reduce 
Ireland to implicit obedience; or the emperof be 
difpofed to recover Guelderland or Frielland ; and 
in cafe England fhould be attacked by the Scots, or ^ 
Flanders by the duke of Guelderland : That they 
Ihould lubmrt to the fpiritual jurlfdiftion of the 
cardinal of Yoric, as pope's legate, and require him 
to pronounce the fentence of excommunication 
againtl that prince who fhould firfl violate the 
treaty, which in the mean time fhould be concealed 
from the knowledge of the common enemy : Thit vLymv. 
the pope fhould be defired to engage in this league H«i»«t« 
as a contrafting party : Thar the Venetians fhould 
be admitted into the alliance, provide^ they would 
renounce their engagements with France : and. 
That the two principal powers fhould endeavour to 
detach the Swifs from the French interefl, or at 
leaft, prevail upon them to remain neuter. This 
league being figned and confifnied, Charles obliged 
himfelf by Itttters patent, to make up to Henry the 
fums that were due to him from Francis, in cafe 
that prince fhould, on account of this alliance, rtf- 
' , fufe . 
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A.C. ts%%. fure to continue the payments to which he hid bound 
himfelf by treaty. The emperor likewife engaged to 

• pay to Wolfey the penfion of twelve thoufand livres^ 
which he had received from Francis in lieu /of the 
bifliopric of Tournay, befides an annuity of two thoiv- 
fand five hundred ducats, in the room of what hedrew 
from the fee pf Badajox. But thefe liberalities of the 
emperor were amply recompenfed by a large^ fu m 

• which he borrowed of Henry before his departure. 

During the five weeks he fpent in England, he 
won the aSeftion of the whole court by his affability 
and prefencs ; and recommended himfelf flrongly 
to the nation in general^ by appointmg the earl of 
Surrey admiral of his fleet. While he refided at 
London, that nobleman, who commanded the 
joint fleets of England and Flanders, made two 
defcents upon the coaft of France, from whence he 
carried off confiderable booty ; and afterwards con- 
Biri of voyed the emperor to Spain. On his return from 
tkh J My ^his expedition, he was fcnt over to Calais with a 
of forces in- body of forces, to join the count de Bure, the im- 
HCThlrt^^ perial genera! ; and thefe having ravaged part of 
* Picardy, undertook the fiege of Hefdin, which, 
however they could not reduce. Then they at- 
tacked Dourlens, which they took and vburned, to- 
gether with Marquife, and fome other places of 
little im{)ortance ; but, the winter approaching, 
and diffenfion prevailing between the generals, the 
earl of Surrey withdrew his troops to Calais, and 
Gtticctar- returned to England. The French king was (till 
^^* more unfortunate in Italy, where Lautrec, who 
commanded his troops, was defeated at Bicoque^ 
by Profper Colonna general of the allies. This 
laft likewife made himfelf matter of Genoa by fur- 
prize : To that Francis retained nothing in Italy but 
the caftles of Milan and Cremona ; and thefe were 
**^"^' clofely blocked up by the Imperalifts. In Navarre 
the French kept their ground with g6od fuccefs, 

under 
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tihdcr the marechal de Chubanes, who Gompclled ^»^' '5*j* 
the Spaniards to r^^ife the (lege of Foncarabia^ which 
he fupphed with a good garrifpn^ 

Cardinal Wolfey finding how dilagreeable his 
method of raifing money had been to the people, 
advifed the king to convoke a parliament, which " 
niet in Black-Triars on the fifteenth day of April* 
The clergy aflembling in convocation at the fame Trwifac- 
time, Wolfey demanded a fubfidy of half their re- t^^^^ 
venue, payable in .five years; and though this 
exorbitant demand was oppofed by Fox and 
Fiflier, bifliops of Winchefter and Rochefter, the 
aflembly was fo intimidated by his great power, 
and vindiftive difpofition, that they complied with 
his requefl . Having carried his point in the convo- 
cation, he harfangued the houfe of commons upon 
the injuries which the king had fufFered at the 
hands of Francis, the neceffity of engaging in a . 
war with that monarch ; and concluded with afking 
one fifth of all lay-effeds, payable in four years* 
This extraordinary demand, though inforced by Sir 
Thomas More the fpeaker, met with great oppo- 
sition ; yet after obftinate debates, . the commons 
agreed, That every man poflefled of twenty pounds 
and upwards, of yearly rent, fhould pay two (hil- 
lings in the pouhd \ and the reft poilelllng above 
two pounds, fhould give one fhilling in the pound ; 
all under that fum, and above the age of fixteen, 
were taxed at four-pence a head, to be payed in 
two years. The cardinal, incenfed at their reject- 
ing his propofal, repaired to the houfe, and defired 
to hear their reafons for Tf fyfrng his demands : bur, 
they gave him to underil^ad, that they never arguedi 
in prefence of ftrangers \ and he thought proper to 
retire, extremely mortified at his repulfe. Yet the 
commons, to manifeft their zeal for the king's fer- ;^ 

viqe, voted a confxderable addition to the fubfidy. 
In this parliament, fome fbtutcs were enaAed in H^rbm. . 
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A. c. 151 J. favour of denifons, who traflkked in the fymt 
commodities thatlrerc fold . by alifcns : for the re- 
gulation of the coin : for the convenience of foldiers 
in the king's fervlc^ : for attainting the duke of 
Buckingham, and reftoring his foh lord Henry 
Stafford, to his honours and eftate : and. For im- 
powering the king to repeal attainders, by his let- 
^ ters patent, « " 

About this time too, Henry inftituted the Col- 
lege of Phyficians in LoAdon,«to whom he granted 
by charter divers privileges, which they enjoy to 
this day. Pope Adrian prolonged Wolfey's lega- 
tion for five years, and beftbwed up6n him the rich 
bifhopric of Durham, in lieu of Bath and Wells, 
which he rcfigned. Chriftian, king of Sweden and 
Denmark, being driven out of both kingdoms for 
his cruelty and oppreflSon, arrived in England with 
his queen, who was fifter to the emperor ; and on 
that account they met with a very honourable re- 
ception. Henry afFeftedto renew the treaty of al- 
liance between England and Denmark, as if he had 
been in aftual polTeflionof his domink)ns ; and after 
they had received fome valuable prpfents, they tt- 
Curned to Flanders, 

The expedition againft France was haftencd by 
iin incident very unfavourable for Francis. The 
duke of Bourbon, conftable of that kingdom, being 
perfecuted by the king's mother, whole affection 
he had flighted, threw himlelf into the arats of the 
emperor, and the king of England, with whom he 
engaged in a league oflenfive and defenftve, oblig-^ 
tng himielf toad): againft Francis in the heart of hii 
dominions, with an awriy^ -of his Ov^n vaffkls, rtSn- 
forced by feven.thodand ImpcfiaHfts, whifeGhafltt 
and Henry fhould attack them in Bearne and Pi-^ 
cardy. He had flipulated in this treaty. That afte^ 
they fhould have conquered France, hi diould hart 
for his ffaafe Provence ere^d into a king<ft»tnf ; and 

cfpoyfc 
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,>tl*poufe the emperor's ftfter Eleonor^, wldow^ of A'^^'^s**. 
^Don Maauel kidg of Portugal, Francis^ who 
ncvjpr dreamed of thcfd machinations, was wholly 
employed, i^ making, preparations for recovering 
the dutchy.of Milan ; and the pope's heart was fee 
, upon a general war ' agairift the Infidels. For this 
purppfe he endeavoured tp . effc<ft a truce between 
the Europeaji powers y ancj tb.e emperor declared, 
he would willingly aflent to .the propofal^ provided ' 
the truce, could be ^ttled jfoi; a term of years, du- 
ring whi<;K they might have time to execute fpme 
/cheme of: importance/ Adrian, believing him fin- 
^^:ere in l^is j^rofeffions, pVeiTed the king of France to 
>gree that hoftijities fhouWceafe for tlxfee years j 
but that prince d^fhnedj the propofalj becaufe he 
plainly perceived* , that ..fuc|i ^ long truce would 
enable his enemies to ftrength^n themfclves iti their 
conq^eft of Milan. Then the emperor, and the 
Jting pf England, perfuaded the pope to' interpofe / 
his apoftolical power, in; imitation of his prede- 
iceilprsv and Adrian aduallypublifhed a bull, or- ' 
4aiJiing a truce for three years. amo.ng all the Eurd-» 
4>ean pcywrers, c^ pain or excommunication and in-» 
-terdlftio;! ^|o thofe who fliobld difobey his mandate. 
J^mmiSf without paying the Icaft regard to this 
^Qcdinance, qontinued his preparations, and ordered 
/bk. forces IX) file off towards the frontiers of Italy ; , . 
and, hi& hplineft believing, that the obftinacy of 
the French king was the .only obftaqle to the exe- 
cution of his grand fcheme againft the Turks, was 
infenfibly cfe^wn^into a league againft France, with 
dbe cmpef or:, • the king of England, Ferdinand arch* 
-duke of Auftria, brother to the emperor, the duke 
^Miian, the^JLenoefe, and the Florentines. The 
-iaieatiOn.of thcfe allies was to feducie Francis into 
Jtaly, that while he Ihould be,enjgaged in the Con- 
^[ueft of Milanj fhey might attack his dominions in 
m4;9. , £c ' thr<ie 
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« « 

A, c. 1522. three different places. Charles had given orders 
for levying an army of Spaniards to aft in Navarre ; 
the troops of the Low Countries, joined by a body 
of Englifli, were deftined for the inyafion of Picar- 
dy i but they chiefly depended upon the duke of 
Bourbon's revolt, in the heart of France, of which 
' Francis had not yet the Itnalleft fufpicion. 

That prince underftanding the defencelefs con- 
dition of Milan, which the emperor had purpofely 
\ omitted to fecure, fet out for Lyons, in his way to 

Italy, while the conflable pretended to be fick at 
Moulins, that he niight have an excufe for not 
attending his fovereign. The king, ^however, 
was ar length informed by two of his domeftics, 
that he carried on a private correfpondence with 
Charles, ancT repaired direftly to Moulins, where he 
taxed him with this treafonable communication. 
The duke frankly owned, that the emperor had 
founded him on the fubjeft, by the count dc 
Koeulx i but, that he had rejefted his propofals, 
and intended to have informed his majefty of the 
tranfaftion, as foon as his health fhould have per- 
mitted him to appear at court. Whether Franc|s 
believed his proreflions, or thought it would be 
dangerous to arrefl him in the midft of his own ad* 
herents, he ordered him to follow him to Lyons, 
Du Beiity. and the conftable aftually began the journey in a 
Doke of litter i but, underftanding, that two df his confi- 
" ff^p^into ^^^^ ^^^^ arretted at court, he retired privately 
Gennany. ftom his train with one attendant, and travelling 
through bye^roads, arrived fafely in Germany. 
Mcscni. The king, fufpefting from his flight, that there 
was fome dangerous confpiracy in France, poib* 
poned his departure for Italy, though he feiit thi^ 
ther his army, under the conduft of admiral Bonni- 
vet, who palfed the Alps about the beginning of 
' September, juft at the fame jun&ure when the ennk- 
peror afllembled his army in Spain, and v^the Eitg- 

2 iifli 
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•iifl) forces afrivoj at Calais, to ad in Pkardy in a.c.i5»3.: 
conjundticm with the Flchiings. v 

The caftlc of Mifan had now funt»dered to Pro- ?t%r^^ 
: i|)er Colonna ^ but, the £ojrcifications of the place ^^^, 
, wwe in fuch a ruinous condition, that if Bonnivet, ^"gnc. **"* 
.with his forty thoufand men^ had marched diredly 
to diat capital, he would have found, the gates 
open ; but while he anfiuibd himfelf with the reduce 
.tion of Novaro and VigevanO) the imperial gene- 
ral, though his troops did not exceed the number 
\of fifteen thoufand, repaired the bulwarks with 
,fuch dexterity and difpauch, that when Bonoivet ap- 
• proached the place, he found it in a condition to 
r fufiain a fiege. Thus difappointed, he polled him- 
. feif at Cheravalla^ in hope of intercepting the con- 
, voys of the enemy i but he tpok'his meafures fo 
. aukwardly, that he himfelf was oblige4 to retire 
' for want of provifion^ Mean while Colonna dying, 
was fuccee<kd in command by Lanoy the viceroy 
of Naples ; but nothing of moment was tranfad- 
ed undl the duke of Bourbon arrived at the army, 
with the commiffion of general in chief to the em^ 
peron In Beame the Spaniards made a fruitlefs 
Kttempt upon Bayonne, and then undertook the 
Stgt cif Fontarabia, which they reduced by the 
treachery of Frauget, the governor. In Cham- 
.pagne, the count de Furftenburg, with eight thou- 
fand Landfquenets, took Cony and Monteckir : 
but was afterwards worited at Neufcha^el by the 
duke de Guife, who compelled him (p ^tire with 
precipitatkin. * 

With refpeft to the campaign in Picardy, |){C n 
king of England ijent an army of fix hundred d^ 
.milances, two hundred archers on horfebadf:, three 
^thoufand on foot, five thoujiand billmen, and half •' 
that number of pioneers^ to Calais, under the com^ 
mand.of the duke of Suffolk, who di^augbted as aa 
addition ieventeen hun^r^ed foldi«r« from th^ gvir 

£e a iifoni; 
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A. c. 1523. fifob . ,and with thtfe he made an irri^tba into ihfi 

Vnkcot enemy's country. On the twentieth day of Scp- 

m^»z tember be w» joined by the count de Bore,, with 

conridenbie fuch a flTumber of men as formed^ together wkh the 

w7^l ^'^ Englifli, about twenty thoofand. Thus reinforced, 

the duke coafted the rhrer Soam, wad bfcfieged 

Bray, which he took by affiiolt ; then^ pafiing the 

river, he made himfelf matter of Roye and Mcmt* 

didi^r; and, in a word, advanced within eleven 

lei^oue) of Paris, without meeting witk the ieaftop- 

'po&tion, except in a fmail Ikh^mifliwith a body of 

French, commanded by iiion0eur de Xtomtdovmy, 

'who efcaped with great difficuhy. Francis, ex- 

fiemely alarmed at their progrefs, detached frosi 

'Lyons the duke de Vendiome with all the troops 

he could aflemble fbr the defence of his cafHta> y 

* and, the winter approaching with great feverity, 

the allies thought proper to retine, though cfaey 

'took Bouchain in their retreat , nevertheiefs^ tM 

the places they bad garrifoned were immediatdy 

Herbert. 'TCtakcn by the French gembral. Henry had or- 

Du Btihy. dered the lord Montjoy to cairy a reinforcement of 

"Rx tKoufand men to the duke 'of Suffolk, when he 

-t}nderfto<)d that nobleman had left his artiileiy at 

Valenciennes, and r^tpmed to' Ca^, where he re- 

iblved to (lay until the king's anger fhoukl be ap- 

'peafed ; fbr Henry was incenfed at the diflblution 

6f the allitd arWy. 

^ Durii^g thefe tranfaAions pope Adrian died, not 

^without lufpkion^ of poiibn, and the conclave was 

divided between cardinal Colonna and Jo}io de 

^liledicisV baftard^f pope LedVUncle; who, after 

Is tkbate that lafted fifty days^ was unanimoc^ 

.^etfled pope, and aflfumed the name bf Clement 

SndVl ^^'- Wolfeyno -fooner heard of Adrian*^ dcadi, 

J'ktcd of" than he defired the kifig t& wtite a letter with hb 

tu papacy- ij^^n hand to the emperor, reamfmendiog him in 

' *the ftrongeft mMner to <he papacy t bfuc Cfiarks 

* - - >^ ^ ^ had 
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luuS jdready tjJcen his meafures in favour of Julio*; a.c. 15*3. 
and the Englilh cardinal alTofted to bear his difap- 
jpointmenc with a good grace. Though, ir> all 
probability, his heart glowed with revenge againd: 
f lie emperor, he diflembled his refentmenc : and the 
king's refident at Rom^ was ordered to prefcnt hia 
ccrniplifxifnts of congratulation to the new pope, 
from whom he obtained a perpetual grant of the 
Icgatine ^ power, which had never been conferred Herbert. 
fer life upon any other perfon. 

Henry was not fo engroflfed by his war with ^^ll^f ' 
France, but that he ftill internieddled in the affairs ° "* * 
of Scotland. His aim was to take the advantage of 
his nephciw's minqrity, in order to fubdiie his coun- 
try ; and> as the greateit obftacle to this defign was 
the viligance and aftivity of the dufce of Albany, 
he eadt;avoured to prevent that nobleman's return 
from France : he ordered his admiral to intercept 
him, if poffible, in the narrow feas ; and, in the ' 
mean time, fent the earl of Surrey with an army, 
to ihciri)idate his.partiikns in Scotland. TheEng- 
liih forces entered that kingdom accordingly^ where 
they took Jedburgh, and ravaged the neighbour- 
hood : while the Scottilb pdrty, whom Henry had 
bribed to bis intereft, inceffantly exclaimed that no- 
thing could fave the. kiiigdon; from total ruin, but 
a peace with England. At length the, regent found 
means to deceive the EngUftiadmirjSLl, and arrived 
at Edinburgh •, where, convening the nobility, he 
exhorted them to oppofc the defigns of Henry with » 
vigour and difpatch. Though he found them ge- 
nerally averfe to bis propofal, he aflembled an 
army, and advanced. tO the frontiers-, but the ma- 
jority of the Scottifh Iprds abfolutely- refilled tq 
crofe the Englifli border, alJedging, thac it was fuf- 
ficient for them to defenxl tljjpir own country from 
inva(ion» The duke* cxjcremely mortified at their 
refafal I ordered the Frenqh auxiliaries to befiege 
. : E c 3 the 
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A.c. i^ij, the cattle x)f Wark, in which they made fome pro- 
grcfs ; and when the breach was thougtjit practi- 
cable, gave a dcfpcrate aflaalt : but they were re-i 
pulfcd with great Oaughter ; and the regent'under* 
ftanding that the earl of Surrey was on his march ta 
ati:ack him with a formidable army, thought pro- 
sper to retire. In the midft of thofe quarrels that • 
divided the powers of Europe, the reformation 
gained ground in Germany : the canton of Zurich, ' 
converted by the preaching of Zuinglius, renounc* 
ed divtrs articles of the Romifh religion ; and 
Luther continued to write in defence of his doc- 
trine. Among other compofitioiis he publilhcd an 
anfwer to Henry's performance, iii which that 
prince finding himfelf abufed with great fcurrility^ 
complained to the Saxon princes of Luther^s info- 
lence, and defired they would prohibit him from 
publiftiing a tranflation of the Bible in the High 
Dutch language : but his remonftrance produced 
very little effedt. 

4.C 1C14. ^^ ^^^ *^ '^^'^ continued with various fuccefsj 

the new pope refufcd to renew the league in which 

his pt edecefibr had been engaged -, but promifed to 

obferve an cxaft neutrality. The duke of Bourbon 

being reinforced by fix thoufapd Landfquenets, and 

a body of Venetians, redueed the cattle of Cre-* 

mona, and obliged Bonnivet to repafs the Alps, 

when all the places poflefifed by the French in the 

State of the Milanefe furrendered to the rmperialitts. Then 

WvinjtaJy, jj^g duke, by the direftion of the emperor, and the 

king of England, entered Pr9vence, where he 

made himfelf matter of Aix, and fome other places, 

wd undertook the fiege of Marfeilles *, which, how-^ 

% ever, he was fain to raife at (he approach of Fran-- 

cis, with an army of forty thoufand men. The 

duke, of Bourbon being oUtged to retreat into Italy, 

. Francis rcfolved to march forthwith in^o the Mi* 

Uoefe by a (horter routj^ and the cpnftable being 
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apprifed of his defign, redoubled his diligence^ in A'C«5»4- 
order to fruitrate bis intention. Both armies reach- 
ed the dutchy on the fame day ; then the duke, 
•^cipg joined by the viceroy of Naples at Pavidt 
threw ftrong garrifons into that city and Alexan- 
dria ; and as the plague raged at Milan, retired to 
Soncino. Francis now took pofTeOion of Milan 
without oppofuion, and undertook the fiege of Pa- 
via in the beginning of November, By this time 
he had detached the Venetians and Florentines from 
the intereft of Charles : and now he engaged in a : 
fecret treaty with the pope, who obliged himfelf to 
grant a free paiTage to his troops, dtllined for the 
conqueft of Naples. He accordingly in the fpring 
ient thither a detachment of five or fix thoufand 
men, under the command of the duke of Albany, 

. who had then quitted Scotland ; and though the 
pope feigned to oppofe them at firfl:, he admitted 
them into the heart of his dominions, and then' 
publifhtd his accommodation with the French king 
as the efFeft of computfion. The emperor, not- 9"'^*^^"^*" 
withftanding his natural phlegm, was incenfed at ^ 
the defe&ion of his holinefs, and even threatened 
revenge •, though Clement's le.ague with Francis, in 
a great ipealure, contributed to the fuccefs of the 
imperial arms, as it induct Francis to divide his 
forces and weaken his army. 

Mean while the court of England feemed to 
adopt new maxims. Henry made no diverfion in 
Picardy ; he difcontinUed the payment of the fub- 
fidy he had granted to the duke of Bourbon ; and 
even demanded reimburfement of the money he 
had lent to the emperor at his departure from Eng- 

«Iand. Charles was alarmed at thefe concurring 
circumftances, which feemed to indicate an aliena- 
tion in Henry ; and his fufpicion was confirmed 
when he received intelligence from his ambafladqr 
in England, that a perfoi^ Jfent by the dutchefs of 

E« 4 ^ngouleme. 
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A.c. MH' Angoutenie^ regent of France, had long and frc^ 
^n"'ilb!^ quent conferencies with cardinal Wolfey. He no 
alienated longcr doubted that this vindictive prelate, whom 
[^^ o**Ah€ '^^ ^^^ tw\ct difobliged in the affair of the papacy^ 
fsi^ior, would perfuade the kmg of England to ^bandoa 
his caufe, and engage in a league with his enemy. 
He forefaw chat the cardinal would be feconded in 
his endeavours by the pope, who now payed great 
refpeft to the court of England. He confirmed th^ 
title of Fidei Defcnfor, which the king had ob- 
tained from Leo ; at the defire of Wolfey, he fup- 
prcfled the mondftery of St, Fridefwide inOxford, on 
which fpot the cardinal intended to found a college^ 
4<^ Piib, ^P'd endov/ it with the revenues of the convent. He, 
in^^the courfe of this fame year, iffued another bull, 
impowering the cardinal to fupprefs as many mo- 
nafteries as he (hould think proper, to raife the 
yearly rent of -three thoufand ducats for the fame 
purpofej and, in the month of December, he, 
with the king's confent, appointed cardinal LaM- 
rentius Campejus, bifhop of Salifbury. 
A.c ins. ^^^ French kirtg ftill pcrfiftcd in carrying on 
' ' ^* ^he fiege pf Pavia, though his operations were very 
much impeded hy the rigour of the feafon ; and 
his convoys were greatjy interrupted by the impe-r 
rial army, which had taken poft at Caffano. At 
Jength the dpke of Bdurbon, who had gone to 
Germany for a reinforcement, arrived with eleven 
tnoufand men, an additi6n which rendered the Im^ 
perialifis more numerous than the French; and, 
pn the twenty^ fifth day of February, he attacked 
the camp of Fran^i$, who was totally routed, and 
fr^ncisi. If taken prifoner. This uAexpefted event produced 
tlkert^t^^^ great iteration in the politics of the European 
foner by the princes. The Kingdom of France was overwhelm* 
i^tCb^^^^^^^^ ^''^^ confternation, and muft have been totally 
ffft^ .ruined, if the emperor had followed his blow, and 
the king of England a<^td in ficardy* Bu? Charles 
♦ •• * was 
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wks now becMttc fo formidable; that the bther priii* ^••^' 's^sa ; 
ces began to ^liberate upon the formatioh of H' 
league to countcrpoif? his greatneSt. The Vene- 
tians, in particular, nofoonier were informed of the 
b&ttle of Pavia, thant'heji propofed fuch an alliance 
io the pope. But he preferred his own: intereft to* . 
the public caufe, and concluded a feparate treaty 
with the viceroy of Naples, who a3:ed in the name 
of the emperor. Mean while Charles aiFeded co re- 
ceive the tidings^ of his yiftory with great modera- 
tion ; and even pretended to fympothize with the 
misfortunes of Francis, who was conveyed to Spain^ 
?nd committed clofe prifoner to the caftle of Ma- 
drid, not but that he had already propofed condi- 
tioDS of peace to Francis, which that monarch rejedl- • 
ed as cppreffiv^ and difhohomable. His fifter, the* 
dutchefs of Alenfon, arrived at the place of his* 
ponfinsment, with full powers from her mbther the 
regent, to negotiate a peace \ but the emperor in* 
fidtd upon fuch terms as were judged unreafonable, 
and the captive- king delivered to his fitter a writ- 
ing figned with his own hand, by which he order- 
ed the ftates of Pramre to crown his fon the dau<- 
phin. The parliament of Paris, however, did not 
think this mandate, which was called the edi6i: of 
Madrid, a fuSicient authority to contravene the 
laws of the realm, in an affair <!>f fuch importance/ 
Charles, at bottom, was void of generofity, integri- 
ty, and compaflion. He inherited the phlegm of d« Beiiay, 
Maximilian, and the fraud of Ferdinand. He a>- 
mufed Francis with a vague negotiation, and refuf- 
cd to fatify the treaty vribich h" viceroy hid con- 
cluded with the pope> Though he re- admitted 
Sforza into the poflfcffion of Milan, according to • 
his ftipulations with the allies, he, by means of his 
general in Italy, feduced him inro a confpiracy, 
which afforded a pretence for depriving him of his 
doniinions. Th« Venetii^ns, who were rcfolved to Me«erai, 

haz- 
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A.C 15*5. hazardx every thing rather tham this dutchy Ihould 
Ipiadn in the emperor's hands, told bis ambafiador^ 
who prefled them to re-unite with his mafter, that 
the re-eftabli(hment of Sfarza was a previous ftep, 
without which they would never enter into his mea- 
fmes. The pope did not ad with the fame fpiric 
and fbrtituck ; for, while he feemed to liften with 
|deafure to the proposals of Venice, touching a ge* 
neral lea^e againft the houfe of Auftria, he main- 
tained a legate in Spain, to treat of a ieparate alli- 
ance. As this however was protraded until he be- 
gan to dfifpw of its being brought to perfedioni 
he fixed a day for figning fhe league with France, 
and the Venetians •, bat, in this interval, he receiv- 
ed intelligence of the treaty's being concluded at 
Madrid, and then retraced his promife to thofe 
two powers. When the treaty arrived, he found 
it couched in terms fo dark and imbiguous, that he 
^ . began to perceive he had been duped, and refufed 

2^**^ to ratify fuch an equivocal engagement. The Spa- 
nilh ambaflador affirmed, that thofe ambiguities 
were undefigned ; and, in order to gain time, defired 
he would draw up another atcording to his own 
judgmenCi engaging that in two months it fhould 
be figned by the emperor. 

The friendihip between Charles and the king of 
England ieemed to be on the wane even before the 
battle of Pavia. Though the princefs Mary was 
betrothed to the emperor, her father offered her in 
. marriage to the king of Scotland ; arid, on the o* 
thcr hand, the emperor made no fcruple to conclude 
bis marriage with Ifabella of Portugal, .notwith- 
ftanding his engagement with the Engitih princefs. 
Neverthelefs, in the month of March he had fent 
the lord of Bure and the prefident of the council of 
Mechlin into England, to demand, that the princeTs 
and her portion ihould h^ fent to him without deJ 
lay; and that Henry ihould^ according to his en-. 

gage- 
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gagetnent, enter Picardy with a powerful army. a,i:. 15*5^ 
Not but chat Charles had real caiafe to complain. 
The king of England had promifed to furnim one * 
hundred thoufand crowns a month, towards the 
duke of Bourbon's expedition into France •, but, af- 
ter the firft payment, he put a flop to this fubfidy« 
At the fame time he oemanded reimburfemenc ' 
of the fums he had lent the emperor, when he 
knew that prince was in no condition to comply 
with -his demand* Before the ambafladors of 
Charles received their anfwer at the court of Lon- 
don, the news of the battle of Pavia, and the cap- 
' tivicy of Francis, arrived in England, in a letter 
from the gouvernante of Flanders ; and though this 
account' was by no means agreeable to Henry, he 
diifembled his fentiments fo far as to order a folencin 
Te Deum to be celebrated at St. Paul's, he himfelf 
affifting in peribn at the ceremony. In a few days 
after the arrival of thefe tidings, he a0enU>!ed his 
council to deliberate upon the pofture of affairs in 
Europe ; and the debates turned upon this queftion : 
Whether the king (hould feize this oppottunity to 
make conquefts in Fr^e, and avail himfelf of his 
right to that kmgdom ) or fuccour France^ with a 
view to counterpoife' the exorbitant power of the 
emperor ? The inclinations of the king and cardt- Heuyn. 
nal, which at this time happened to coincide with foi^to&y- 
the didates of found policy, determined the council ^^ *****" 
in favour of the captive king: and now nothing 
was wanting bat a pretext to juftify'a rupture with 
the emperor* 

Henry forthwith difpatched Cuthbert Tonftal, ^•"^^ 
bifliop of London, and Sir Rober Wingfield, as his m. ^^"^ 
ambaiTadors, into Spain, to reprefent to the empe • 
jor, that as the war had been carried on at the 
common expence, it was but reafonable that the 
king of England ihouU reap fome advantageTrom, 
the vi&ory of Pavia. He therdbre defired, that 

' • > io 
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A^c 15^. in the treaty with the captive king, which was on 
the carpet^ it might, be ftipotated, that he Jhould 
be put isL poileffion of what properly* belonged to 
htm in France. If this juftice could not be obtain- 
ed by fair ineans, hedemandcd, that the emperor, 
10 pmfuance of his treaty with H»ry» (hould in- 
viide France on the fide of Spain, while the £ifgli0i 
fhouU z& ifk Picardy ; and that the war flioukl noc 
be difcontinued until the Englifh monarch fiiould 
have received full fatisfa&ion. He likewife obferv- 
ed that the contrafting parties of the treaty of 
WindCbr had mutually eng^^ to deliver the pri- 
foners to him c£ the cwo whofe dominions thofe 
prtfbners (hould appear to have ufurped; he, there- 
fore, required Charles to g^ve* up the captive king 
to the £ngli(b ambafladors, as bon as he himfelf 
fhould reteiye the prinoefs Mary, to whom he was 
contrafted« Henry knew that he could not fulfil 
his engagement with his daughter, becaufe he had 
already refolved Upon a ra»rriage with Ifabella of 
Portugal } and that he would not aft fo diametri- 
cally oppofite CO his own intereft, as to give up a 
priioner x>f fuch confequencA accordingly the em- 
peror anfwered in vogue and general terms, fuch as 
Herbert, implied a refufal. Then the court of England in- 
^a. Pttb, dutlrioufly divulged the reafons of complaint which 
Henry pretended to have againft the emperor ^ and 
the king refolved to fupport France in the prefent 
emergency. Not that he intended to declare war 
acrainft Charles. He ordered his ambafladors ia 
Spain to intercede in favour of the captive monarch; 
and) in the mean time, fignified his fenttments to 
the regent of France, who immediately appointed 
Jean Joachin de Pafiau, lord of Vaux, aik) Jean 
Brinon, the 6rft prefident of Rouen, ambafiador^ 
at the court of London, with full powers, to treat 
cff and conclude an alliance with the king of £ng* 
land. ; , 1 \ • 

Hen* 
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Henry intrufted the managemem of thi$i ^s' ^f ^,^^,'4*^ 
.every other ^air, to Wotfey; and though ihis wlthtb:^. 
friendlhip vras of Tuch importaiice to France thut f "^ *»^ 
iie might have fold it at a < very high pnce^ tie 
would take no advantage of the diftrelfes c^ i|s 
king ; all he demanded was fecb^ky for the fintfls 
fegaily due to him from that monsardi . All 4ihe ar- 
ticles being adjufted, five fepairate treaties werefign* 
.ed at Moore, on the thhtieth ^ of Auguft. The 
firfl contained a league oflfenfiveand defenfive te« 
tween France and En^and, 'CDrnp^ehehdrng tht al* 
lies of both kings. 1 he fecctfid related to the p^ 
jnent of the fums due to i^enry by the king <£f 
France, as fjiecified in feveral' fuc^effive t»Mm. 
!In lieu of thefe, the negent engaged, in her ibn^ 
name, to pay two million of crowns of ^ gold,' iPt 
different inftallnients ; and that, in cafe cfiienff% 
-dying before the debt ihould be liquidated, tin* re- 
mainder Ihould be made gCMKl'to hjis heirs andfuo- 
tceflbrs : S^hereas, flx>uld he furtive the entire ^^ 
.meht of the fum, he (hould afterwards r^eivera penf • 
lion of one hundred thoufand crowns for iife. In 
the third treaty, the regent oUiged hedelf to pay 
,up all the arrears of j<»nture due to Henry's ^I&lcfr 
Mary, queen dowager of France, and rake mea* 
fures for her bekig punduaily fupiptied for th<s fi^ 
^ure. ^ The fourth imported^ that the. k^^fSco^ 
land (hould not be deemed as an ally of Francei in* 
(Chaded in this agreement, 'provided the Scofe 
Aould commit any a£t of hofttliey agaiiiffl: Efijg^ild 
after the twenty-fifth day of December. In ^hfe 
-fifth treaty, the <wirt of France prom ifedj that^lt 
would not direftly nor indireftly, confent tothfe-rtf- 
cum of the duke. of Albany to Scotland doriog tfve 
minority of James V. All thefe treaties were rati Rym«Tf 
fied upon oath, by' the regent of France, appiw-cd ^ 

by the parliaments of Paris, Thouloiife, and Bou?- 
dc^ux} the noblemen and cities gbliged themfelves 

by 
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A.C i$^s. by letters patent to obienre them ; and Fran'ds t« 

ient a ratification of them under his .own hand^ m 

a writing dated on the twenty-feventh day of De- 

oeiQber. Nor did the regent t>f France forget the 

good offices of cardinal Wolfey on this occafion. 

. She obliged herfidif to pay the arrears of the penfion 

. which had been fettled upon him in lieu of the ad- 

. miniftration of the bi(bopric of Toumay ; and^ fbr 

other.good realbns^ promifed to Ratify him with 

. one hundred thouiknd. crowns of gold. 

This piefent helped ,to confoIe.htm fcm^the anxie- 
.ty he had lately experienced from the king's di%|lea- 
fure. ^ Money beii^g wanted for the occafions of 
government, Wolfey, inftead of apply ing to parlia- 
ment, where )ie had already fuffered a repuife, tflucd 
a decree, in the king's name, to lery through the 
;whole kingdom^ one fixth of all lay rerenuesv and 
a fourth of the clergy's effects. This wa$ confider* 
ed as fuch a flagrant infradtion of the Magna Char- 
t»y that it excited univerfal clamour over the whole 
.nation, and had well nigh produced a rebellion. 
The. kij!ig being informed of the commotions among 
his people, publifiied a proclamation, difavowing 
' the cpmmiflions expedited in his name, declaring, 
.that he would never exadt any thing of his people 
by compulfion -, and demanding nothing but what 
they fliould ple^e to contribute in the way of bene- 
volence, an expedient wbhich had been pradifed in 
the reign of the fourth Edward* This, however, 
was no. other than an artifice, to extort, under ano- 
ther name, what the fubgefts refufed to give und^ 
that of a decree or commifik>n ; fof certain fums 
were demanded at the king's pleafure ; fo that the 
benevolence was equivalent to a grievous tas^ation. 
The magift rates of London refufed to comply with 
the impofition, alle^ging, that the expedient of be- 
nevolence had been abolifhed by Richard III. 
The cardinal replied, that Richard was a tyrant 
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:aiid ufurper, whof^ laws ought to have no eflfea A-c.tjif. 
upon the prerogative. He tampered in fccret with 
the mayor and aldermen •, yet, before hccouW «« 
ther cajole or intimidate them into a compliance, 
an infurreftion ' happened in the neighbbUrho6d cjf 
London -, but the infurgents were foon_qucl!e<J, 
and fome of them committed to pnfon. Tt^ king . 
thinking it neceffary to denionftrate, that he had no 
' intention to o^prefs the people, declared m joundl 
that no perfon ftiouW be puriifhed for tlus mfun-ec- 
tion,: and the prlfoners were difcharged, after hav- 
ing appeared at the council-board, and teen fe^re- 
ly rebuked for their Infolence. The cardinal afitsc^ 
ted to betobe boupd for their future go<xi^*>5|**^ - 
our; and endeavoured to juftify his condudt, by 
•faying, he had done nothing but by the adviceoj _ 
the judges. It was no fooncr known, that the king J^j^ 
;did nofapprtjve of all the cardinal's P'*^^"^ '^ 
than aVfcat number of complaints was cxh^ited «-*• 
againft flikt brclate. Allen his chaplain, and in- 
toument'of Spprbffion, was fo vigoj^y ftofecut- 
ed in a cotirt ^judicature, for his extortion, that 
the affair tieca J the fubjeft of geberal oonV«tf»- . 
tion i atfd at length re«ihfed the ears of Henry, who 
took Lepains to inform himfe!f6fttie.paruc^ - 

lars. In the courfc of this m^n^^^,^"^^^ ^L^ 
full view <?f the unpopular fide of Wolfi^ s adnu- 
•niftration -, and was fo incenfed,^ that he had well 
nigh di'vefted that "imifter of his iavdur and m- 
payments; Ignorant as he was of AecafJ'^ . 
oppreffive conduft, he had imagined *«^P^ 
.pte thpught.themfelves extremely haFjy «^ hj . - 
mild government; "but, now he was d«f«*«»J» *™ 
eave way^b the tranfports of his choler, ^^h^ch tte 

SX'could not appe-^thout the n^^^ , 

fubmiffions. He produced his wUl-»njhid^«. 
had bequeathed atl iiis riches to the king , «^dat 
length; found meansto perfuade him, that all tne 
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^c,*s^i'tx<xSi» he had committed in the exercife of his au-* 
ibortry^ were owing to his defire of augmenting his 
majefty -S' Inheritance* This fiorm was no fooner 
overblown* than he removed from the king's eai' 
all thofe whotxi he' fufpefted of difaffe^ion to his 
jnoereft; .^nd the palace of Hampton- court being 
juft fiiiifhed at his expence, he prefented it to his 
maftcTi who gave him Richmond in exchange^ to- 
^giether with the warmeft aflurances of uninterrupted 
afif^ion. I About this peMod the king created hjs 
Jiatural fon Henry Fitzcoy, duke of Richmond 
j|nd SpipeFfet, earl of Nottingham, lieutenant-gene-^ 
jral beyopd the Trent» warden of the borders, and 
4i^tw^tds admiral of Eogl^d, thoqgt^iie was but 
fix years of age. Having nd legitimate ion, he epc- 
prei&d the utmoft tendernefs for this child, who 

-^ . was the: fruit pf an amoiir with Mrs. Elizabeth 

. Blount^ a. young lady of extraordinary a,ccoaipliQx- 

^ . mencs. In the beginning of this yeaf, the go* 

.vermitfAtiof Scotland, 'which fmce the departure 

of (he. diifce -of Albany^, rcmaiped in .the hands 

rof the earl of Angus, fenc the earl of Caflils with 

other ambafiadprs into £nglan(3, to treat of the 

mardage between the young k'uig and the prin- 

cefs Mary, a match with which Henry had for 

fome time ftmufed the ScottUh adminillration. 

' * A3 diytrs difficulties occurred, the truce between 
the two nations was prolonged from ^anu^ry to 
Marcbi chat the earl might have time to return to 

' his own country for fcefli inftruflilohs -, but as Hen* 

ry waisni^er in earned upon this iubje£t, the ne- 
.^tiatioo produced no tSkSt. 

The league of Moore inlpired the regent of 
.Frande with frefh courage, and in a great mea- 
,farc, influenced the cpaduft of the pope and Ve- 
jietians: the emperor recalled his ambaffadors from 
.England ^ and in a little time concluded his mar- 
riage wtlh Ifabolla of Portugal. The pope find- 
ing 
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ing himfelf (till duped by Charles, gave him to uh-^;^- ^s^^* 
ftkrftand, that no peace \vas~ to be expefted without 
the re-eftablifhment of Sf9rza.iTi the Milanefe ; and 
indeed, he was now on the eve of a war, in which 
he would have been unable to cope with fiich a 
number of powerful antagonifts. This confidera- ^' ^* '5*^- 
tion celt him great uneafinefs and perplexity, from 
which however he was foon relieved by the impati". 
cnce of Francis, who, growiqg mbrc and more Frandi con- 
.tired of confinement, gave lip thfe great F'int tiea^^ith 
which had hitherto retiarded the pacificadbh. This the cmpqux 
was the dutchy of Burgundy, and the fupremacy ** ^**^**' 
of Flanders and Artois, which^ by the*treaty of 
Madrid, h^ ceded t6 the emperor, obliging" hinifelf 
moreover, to. marry that prince's fifter Eleohora: 
to renounce his pretenfions to Naples, Milan, Ge- 
noa, Ath, Tournay, Lifle, and Hefdin: to pei-'- -^^^ P«**- 
fude Henry D*Albret to give up the kingddrh of 
Navarre to Charles: to re-eftablifh the duke of 
Bourbon, the prince of Orange, and Anthony dfc 
Saluces, in poflefTjon of their territories : to pay 
two millions or crowns for his rartfom, befides fivfc 
hundred thoufand crowns which the emperor owed 
to the king of England : to accommodate Charles c^icciardi- 
with twelve gailies, four great Ihips of war, and a"*' 
Jand army, when he (hould repair to Rome, in or- 
der to receive the irhperial crown, or two hundred 
thoufand crowns in lieu of the army : and to give 
hi3 two fons as hoft'ages foi* the performance of 
thefe article?. He likewife prpmifed^ upon the 
faith and word of a king, that he would either ra- 
tify the treaty in France, or return to the place of 
his confinement. On thefe conditions he was fet at Frand« !• 
I'lb^rt^, and conduced to the frontiers of Spain by ^'^^^^^^ 
I.anoy, viceroy of Naples^ who attended him to 
Bour4eaux ♦, and prcjfled him to perform his pro- 
mifc. His firft care was to ratify the treaty of 
Moore, concluded with the king of England j bur. 
Numb. L. F f that 
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A.C. 1526. that of Madrid he renddnced as the cffeSt of cum- 
pulfion. Neverthclefs, he offered to pay two mil- 
lions of crowns in lieu of the dutchy of Burgundy, 
which he faid he could not alienate ; and to per^ 
form every other article of the engagement. This 
propofal was rejeded by Charles, who hoped he 
would one day he glad to retrieve his children, who* 
were hoftages, by a literal execution of the tteaty. 
g^lT* Mean while, the ambafladors of the pope and the 
aT* '''li^ Venetians, waited upon Frahcis at Cognac, whcrt 
the'vwi- the three powers concluded a league againft the eni- 
^* peror, in which tht duke of Milan was compre- 

hended. His holinefs and the republic of Venice, 
depending upon the affiftance of France and Eng- 
land, fent an army into the fkld under the com- 
mand of the duke D'Urbino, who fuffered the 
caftle of Milan to be taken by the Imperialifts, mif- 
carried in an attempt upon Genoa, and afted with 
great indifference in the caufc of his conftituents. 
Mean while, the duke de Seflb the Spanifii ambaf- 
fador at Rome, and Hugh de Mon'cada, who com- 
manded the imperial troops in the kingdom of Na- 
ples, inftigated the Colonna^ againft the pope ^ arid 
they entered the city of Rome by furprize, at the 
ciiiccUidi- i^^aj Qf fjjj thoufand men. Clement was fo terri- 
fied at this unexpected alTault, that he took (helter 
in the caftle of St. Angelo ; and was obliged to 
conclude a truce for four months with the emperor, 
before he could be rid of fuch troublefome guefts. 
He and the Venetians expcfted, that in confequence 
of the treaty of Cognac, the kings of France and 
England would aft vigoroufly againft Charks ; but 
now they found themfelves duped by the French 
king, whofe fole view in concluding and publifhing 
the treaty was to intimidate the emperor into a 
Sandoval. Compliance with his propofal. Even after the 
pope and Venetians had declared war againft 
Charles, he fent the'archbiftiop of Bourdeaux to 

repeat 
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Repeat the 6flfer of tvto rtiillions for ^ui^UAdy ; A. c. isw. 
which the emperor rfeji^ed with diiclain) cicfir- 
iiig the ambaflador would tell his mafiter) he had 
i^ed bafely and wickedly i and that he ought ndt 
to haVe forgot the laft cionverfation that pafled be- 
tween them at Madrid. His affairs had lately re- 
fuhied a hk>re favourable afpe& iti Italy ; the baroti 
^ Frondfperg had marched thither, at the head df 
fbrty thoufand men raifed io Germany ; and Lanoy 
had arrived at Naples with a body of Spanilh troc^. 
Clenieht, and the Vtoetians, exhaulled all their art whoendea. 
imd eloquence to engage the king of England in the ^ ^eT^ 
league of Cognac : they tried to flatter hfe vanity >" the fame 
With the title of ProteAor, hoping, A«t he wouM *^'^* 
SIS formerly fquander away his wealth for the intij- 
reft of his neighbours; but^ time aod experience 
had ripenied his underftanding, and the trealure Irft 
by his father was already iexpended : he was loth 
to forego the tranquility which he enjoyed ; and his 
favourite was wholly engrofiW with the foundation 
of his college at Oxford. Neverthelefs> Henry bft ^^* '^"^ 
ing informed of the pope^s necefiities, which in all 
probability might oblige him to make peace with 
the emperor, furnilhed him with thirty thoufaml 
ducats, which eiiabled him^ to maintain his forces 
under the duke D^tJrbino; although, at thie fame 
time^ he continued to treat of a feparate peace with 
the viceroy of Naples. His maxim was to have 
always two ftrings to his bow; but, on this occa- 
fion he refihed too much in his politics. 

The duke of Bourbon being in want of money ^ c. 1 5*7. 
for the fubfiftence of his troops, left feven thoufand 
Germans in Milan, under the command of Antonio 
de Leyva,' and joined Frondfperg in the Plaifantih, 
While the viceroy of Naples marched with his Spa- 
niards to the frontiers of the eccleliailical itate, in 
order to make a diverfion, and oblige the pope to . 
Kjpal his troops under the duke D'Utbino. Cle- 

F f 2 ment. 
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A. c. 45*7. inent, being apprifed of Bourbon's march, condud- 
.cd a truce for eight months with the viceroy, pblig- 
ing himfeif to pay a certain fum to the duke of 
Bourbon ; sind then dift>anded the greateft part of 
-his army, before he knew the fcntimenits of the 
duke himfelf, who was in his full march to Bolog- 
na. That prince refufed to ratify the truce, bc- 
caufe the fum ftipulated was not fufficient for the 
payment of his forces; fo that another agreement 
was made ; and the pope difmiflfed all the reft: of 
his foldiers, that he might not be incumbered with 
an unneceffary expence. Notwithftanding this con- 
vention, the duke of Bourbon fuddenly began his 
march for Rome, which was immediately filled 
with confternation. Renzo dc Ceri, in this cm^r- 
•»gency, undertook to raife an army within the city, 
that fhould defend it againft all infults; andCle* 
ment trufting to his promife, took no other me4- 
furcs for his own pcrfonal fafcty. The duke of Bour- 
bon arriving in the neighbourhood, pretended his 
roUt was to Naples y and fcnt a trumpet to the pope, 
to demand a paifage through the city. This being 
refufed^ he next morning approached by favour of 
a tKif k fog; and ordered his army to ftorm a breach, 
. which the Romans had not found time to repair. 
In the beginning of the attack he was killed by a 
mufket-fliot ; but, the prince of Orange ordering a 
cloak to be thrown over his body, continued the 
. aflault until the breach was forced ; and the Impe- 
IktiTri " rialifts made a lodgment in the fuburbs. Then 
LeT/ana the popc rctircd to the caftb of St. Angelo, with 
J^^*»™«^^*'*^" thirteen cardinals, fome foreign ambaffadors, and 
imptrLjlfls. feveral perfons of diftindion. Mean while, the 
German troops facked the city, and committed ter- 
rible outrages. The army of the allies, under the 
duke D'Urbino, arrived in the neighbourhood, 
fi^r"' t>"^ retired without having made the leaft attempt 
for the rdief of his holincfs, who finding himfclf 

in 
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in danger of being ftarved, capitulated with the a- ^ i^ar* ' 
prince of Orange; and was put into the cuftody of 
Alarcon, ^ho had guarded Francis in his captivity. 
This confinement of the pope was advantageous to 
fcvera! princes and ftates of Italy. The duke <tf 
Ferrara made himfelf matter of Modena ; the Ve- ' 
netians feized Ravenna and Servia ; Sigifmund < 
Malatefta lurprifed Rimini ; and the Florentines 
recovered their liberty, after having expelled the, 
pope's legate. 

Had the imperial army proceeded immediately 
to reduce Bologna, and the towns of Romagna, 
the emperor would have been rendered invincible 
in Italy ; but they were fo eager after plunder, that ' 
they neglefted chcir matter's affairs, and allowed 
Francis to fend troops over the Alps, in order 
to ftop their progrefs. That monarch had at length ^^"**^ 
prevailed upon the king of England, to engage France and 
with him in a league ofFenfive ind defenfive againft ^'^s**"*** 
Charles. Henry had fent Sir William Fitzwilliams 
to France, in order to fignify his aflent to the pro- 
pofal, and offer his daughter Mary in marriage to 
Francis, who joyfully embraced this overture. A 
negotiatbn was begun by the bifhop of Bath and 
Wells, the Englifh ambaflador at Paris, affifted by 
Sir- William Fitzwilliams; but, fome difficulties 
occurring, Francis fent a folemn embalTy to Lon- 
don, where his plenipotentiaries treated with the 
cardinal, who was appointed the king's commif- 
fioner for this purpofe. Three treaties were con* 
eluded, importing. That the two kings fhould fend 
ambafladors to the emperor with realonable offers, 
touching the releafe of the hoftages, and a demand 
<)f the lums he owed to the king of England ; to 
which, Ihould he fail in returning an acceptable 
anfwer, within twenty days, they fhould declare 
war againft him without further delay : That the 
priacefs Mary Ihould be given in marriage to Fran^ 

F f 3 cis, ' i 
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A.C. 1^7* CIS, or CO his fon the duHe of Orleans, a$ h^ ihoiiI4 
think proper : That the war fliould be carried oa 
conjuaftly m the Low Countries, according to a cer- 
tain ftipulated proportion-, and) That a fleet (houki 
he equipped at their joint- cxpience, tp diftrefs thi? 
enemy by ^c* • That the king of Portugal^ pr any 
oflier prince, efpouJing the caufe of Charles, ihould. 
he deemed and declared an enemy : Th^t t^€ pope 
and Venetians (houkl be comprehended, in the 
league, on condition of their maintaining the 
war in Italy : That Henry fhould renounce, for 
himfeif and fu(:ce£rors, ajU right and prf teniions to 
the crown or territories gf France ; in confideration 
of which ceillon, Francis, and his fucceflbrs i]iouI4 
pay to all fucceeding kmgs of England, a perpetiv 
al penfion of fifty thouiand crowns, to commence 
at the death of Henry, who wa^ alr^y intituled 
to t;wo mjijjions by the treaty of Moore i and th^r^ 
over and abiov^ this penfion, Francis (hould iEviroifii. 
the king of England anxHially with fak of Bi:auag^ 
to the value of fifteen vhoufand crowns : That thia 
treaty (bould be approved and figned by thj^ arch-: 
biihops, biihpps, princes, dukes^ counts, barons^ 
9fid pther noblemen of both ki^igdgms, who^ 
namps were fpecified in the article, by the parlia-' 
ments of Paris, Thpioufe, Rouen, and Bourdeausf^ 
as well, as by all the courts of judicature in Eng- 
Und V a43d confirmed by the ftates of France aj^4 
England, as a perpetual a^^ inviQlable conftitu^ioi^. 

Aft. P«b. Xhe news of the pope's captivity arriving fijon af- 
ter the conclufion ojf thefe treaties, the parties a- 
freed, that inttead of carryic^ on the^ war in. tjh^. 
.ow Countries, they fiiodd sJst folely in Italy i 
?nd as Englift troops could not. be tranfported in- 
to that country without grea.t trouble, time, and 
Mpence, the French king took lapoa Wmfiplf thci 
ipaintenance of the war, on condition q6 Henry's 
paying a certain monthly fubfidy. 

Thefe 
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Theft treaties beipg ratified, the king, of Eng- a 0.^527^ 
land fent Sir Francis Poyntz to Spain,, to demand of The empe- 
Charks, that as he had been at half the cxpence of '^^^"^^o 
the war, he fhould have half the booty taken at Pa- the king of 
via, together with one of the hoftages of Francis j ^"s^*^*** 
and Clarencieux the herald, accompanied this envoy 
in difguife, that he niight denounce war, in cafe of 
a refufal. Charles, who plainly perceived that ^ 

Henry wanted nothing but a pretext for a rupture, 
r^folved, if poffiblc, to gain time. He anfwered 
with great gravity, that the mefiage being of great 
importance, he would deliberate with himfelf upon 
the nature of it ; and lignify his determination by 
a letter to the king of England. This procraftina- Herbert, 
tion being deemed equivalent to a repulfe, Franci$ 
ordered Lautrec to begin his march with the forces 
:deftined for Italy : and cardinal Wolfcy fet out for 
the continent, in ofder to confer with, the French 
^ing at Amiens. He arrived at Calais on the 
eleventh day of July, and repaired to Abbeville, 
with a train of one thoufand hprfe gaily caparifon*- 
ed. He was received on the frontiers of France 
-with the fame, honours that would have been payed 
to the king of England. Francis complimented 
him with letters-patent, impowering his great friend 
the cardinal to releale the prifoners in all the places 
through which he pafled, except fuch as were con- 
fined for trcafon, rape, and murder. While he 
waited at Abbeville until the king of France ihould . 
come to Amiens, he received a memorial from the 
emperor, who now feemed defirous of a pacification. 
The king of France had offered to execute the 
treaty of Madrid, provided Francis Sforza IhOuld 
be re-eftablifiied in poflelllon of Milan. That 
Charles (hould receive, in lieu of Burgundy, two 
millions of golden crowns, fend queen Eleonora 
with the two hoftages t6 France, allowing that 
princeft a dqwer in proportion to the great wm he 
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^' ?. »5«7' w?s to touch ; and pay what he owed to the king 
of England^ To thefe propefitions the emperor 
now replied. That his right to Burgundy fhouI4 
remain in full force as befere the treaty of Madrid : 
That all the articles of that treaty fliould be exe- 
cuted^ except fuch as he Ihould now confent to 

^ / wave : That he hop?d the king ^f England, and 

the lord legate, would prevail upon the French 
king to augment the fum of two millions he had 
offered > ^t leaf):, he ipfiftcd upon its being payed, 
ov,er and at)ove what he (Charles) owed to the 
king of England, a debt which Francis had bpund 
himfelf to difcharge ; and befides the reftitytion of 
the effcfts belonging to the late duke of Bour- 
bon, as it was but reafonabJe that his heirs Ihduld 
receive the benefit of this treaty.: That the queen 
his flftcr fliculd be fent to France with the hoftages, 
j^s foap as the other articles could be executed ; 
That Francis Sfor^a being accufed of treafon, the 
emperor v/ould pppoipc .competent judges to try 
that nobleman \ an^, in c^fe of his being found in-* 
nocent, he Ihould be reeftablifhed in his dutchy; 
but, if oonyj£}:ed» jhe ftate of Mil^n fliould remain 
at. the djfpcfal of the .emperor, according tojuftice 
jind reafon : and Ifirtly, That the king of England 

bwtcrt^' fhould become a guarantee of |he treaty. He 
moi-eover demanded. That Francis would indem-? 
nify him for the expehces. to which he had been ex- 
pofed Ixom the league that monarch had formed 
againfb him, lea^ipg the eftimation of that expence 
• to the. king of England, v/ho was p/srfedlly well ac- 
quainted with the nature of all their tranfaftions, 
He faid, he ftill confidertd the legate as his friend ^ 
he declared hin^Telf fo wel! difpbfed towards a paci- 
fication, that: if the king of |^ngland (hould think 
his propofals unreafonable, he would make greater 
fTonceffions for him than for any prince in Europe ; 
jind as a mark of his Angular cfteem for that rino* 
narch, defired that all the world woyld afcribe to 
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him the glory of having cflfeaed the accommoda-'^^**w 
tion. 

Thcfe advances v/e re rejefted .by the kings of 
France and England, who were how bent upon the 
profecution of the war; and .the cardinal meeting 
Francis at Amiens, three new treaties were ton- 
cjuded to the foJlowing effeft : That the duke of 
Orleans fhoiitd efpoufe the prmcefs Mary ; and the 
treaty of Moore remain in full force : That the 
kingof England fliould form no claim upon Francis 
for tne n)oney he Ihould expend in the war of Italy j 
but pay a certain contribution and proportion to the 
numberof troops which the French king fhould main- 
tain in that country. The feqond treaty related to 
trade, and fpecified certain privileges, which Francis 
granted to the Englilh merchants. In the third, 
the two kings agreed that they would never con- 
fent to the convocation of' a general council, dur- 
ing the pope's captivity : that they would receive 
ho bull, brief, or mandate, from his holinefs, until 
be Ihould be fct at liberty ; but, in the mean time, 
pun dually execute every thing that ihould be de* 
termined in England by the cardinal legate, with 
the concurrence of the clergy; and, in France, by 
the principal members of the Gallican church. 
Thefc conventions being ratified, the contrafting 
parties thought proper to make fome anfwer to the 
propofitions of the emperor. Francis ftili infiftcd 
Vpon the re eftablifliment of Sforza, and thereleafe 
or the hoftages : while Henry in a formal manner, 
demanded payment of the fums which Charles had ni32 fMh 
borrowed of himfelf and his father ; together with ^'^^ • 
five hundred thoufand crowns, which he had en- ci^Uior, 
gaged to forfeit, in cafe he fhould not efpoufe the. 
princefs M^ry : he likewife infilled upon being in- 
demnified by Charles for the arrears of the penfion 
due to him from France, according to a ftipula- 
fion in the treaty of Wind for -^ and laftly, he re- 
quired J 
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A.<i is*7.. qtikftj-him not only to rcleafe bis holinefs, but alfo 
to make good the damage he had fuftained from the 
ipDptrUl foixes. To chefe demands the emperor 
s^ofwered. That he had never denied the debt he 
owed to the king of England : that he would in- 
form that monarch, by letter, of his res^fons for 
think,^ hifnfelf acquitted of the penalty upon the 
CQntra£t of marriafi;e « and that he had already fent 
QrdeFS .|Q Italy to let the pope at liberty. 

This; was not the firft time that Henry had inter- 
pofed ia behalf of Clement ^ who, together with 
Hifl thiriieen fellow priCbners, had, in letters, foUi- 
ciifd thi? king's proteftion. Henry had written 
. la th^r. behalf to Charles, who anfwered in general 
terms, That he would do all that lay in his power 
fyi t^e facis^ftion of the king of England : but, 
he had, by this time, refolved to convey Clement 
to Spain, where he thought he could manage 
Vun n(V>re for his a4vai^tage; than while he remain- 
ed in Itajy I and, in the mean time, he carried Ms 
deceit to £uch a ridiculous length, as to order pub- 
• lie: prayers to be put up for the deliverance ot his 
holioe^. At the fan[ie time he endeavoured to ex- 
cite jeak^ufy and diftryft between the kings of 
Fr^i^ce and England. . He propofed to the cardinal 
a match between Henry's natural fon, the duke al 
Riehnnond, and Ifabella, princefs of Portugal, to 
whom he offered to give the dutchy of Milan as a 
dow^r s 4nd the king affedled to be pleafed with 
the propofal, for his own convenience. But it w^ 
not iQ the power of the emperor to fhake the good 
qfvterftanding between him and Francis; who» 
^bout; this time, fent Anne de Montmorency, with 
thj? order of St. Michael, u:o his new ally •, and 
Henry, in return, complimented him with the gar-^ 
tfir» by the hands of Arthur vifcount de Lifle, na- 
A^ p,ub. taral fon pf the fourth Edward. Charles likewife 
attempted to gain oyer the CWdiqa] by adv^atage- 
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0m cf^r& : but WoJfcy was too far engaged with ^- ^- ^^^k 
F'rancis to retreat ; or he was^ determined at all charies 
events to be revenged on the emperorj^ by whom he ^^^"^i^ 
bad been twice deceived -» and perhaps the king's jia) woUejr, 
divorce.fro^i Catherine wa& already refolved upon^ 
in which cafe he could not poffibly efpoufe the in- 
tfreft of Charles. Certain it is, the cardinal» in 
^ letter to the king, dated on the thirty -firft day of 
Auguft, told him it was already reported in Spain, 
that his majefty intended tQ obtain a divorce, and 
ceunfelled him to fend orders to his amb^^^ojs in 
thai country, to ftifle thje rumour as fooa a4 poffible, 
by alkdgM^g it bad no other foundation than fome 
fccuples e3<prefied by the biibop of Tarbe, on the 
fubjeA of the projected naatch between the diike of 
Orleans and the princefs Mary, as if there had been ^^^^ 
ibmc room to doubt her legitimacy. Hatot, 

.We h^ve already faid that the imperii army Afhmof ^ 
loitered away their time in Rome, and that neigh-< ^^y* 
boiurhood, where they were gr^tly cymini/hed by 
exceiies ^nd the plague ^ and, with great difHculty» 
governed by the prince of Qrange, whom they had 
cbofen general, at the death of the duke of Bour- 
bon : we have alfo obferved that Francis, had fent 
Lautrec into Italy, to commiand the forces of a^ 
l^^g^e* in which he had engaged with the Vene- 
tianS;. Andrea Doria, who commanded the French 

failles, reduced Genoa under the dominion of 
' rancis, in the beginning of the campaign ; and 
]Piautrec, being joined by the marquis de Saluces, 
loade himfelf mafter of Y igevano, Alexandria, and 
pavia. Then he began his march for Naples^ was guicc!^. 
admitted into Parma and Placentia ^ the duke of ^> 
Ferrara declared for France, and his example was 
ibon followed by the duke of Mantua. The em* 
peror had fent an of der to the viceroy of Naples to 
releafe th;^ pope, on condition that he Ihould give 
jieicuricy for paying the wtMSS ^f the army, and de- 
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A; e. 1527. taching hlmfelf from the league; btit, as he hid 
no fuch fecurity to gi-atir, the negotiation proceed- 
ed very flowjy. However, the French general ad- 
vancing towards Naples, Moncada, wha aAed for 
the enriperor, at length concluded the treaty, im- 
porting, that the j)ope Ihould not a6t againft the 
emperor in the affairs of MHan and Naples ; but 
grant him a crufade m Spain, and a tenth in his 
other dominions ; and confent to hi^ keeping Ci- 
vita-Vecchia, Oftia, Cita, Caftellana, and the 
cattle of Furli : That his holinefs fhould pay in 
ready money fixty-feven thaufand crowns to the 
German, and half that fum to the Spftnifli troops ; 
and in a certain time make up the- reft of what wa« 
due to the emperor, amounting to three hundred 
and fifty* thoufand crowns; that, in the mean time 
* he fliouJd be condufted to a place of faftty without 
^ the walls of Rome, and give hoftages for the per^ 
formance of articles.' The treaty being figncd, and 
the cardinals Cefi and Orfino delivered by way of 
furetiei, the pope was brought from the caftle of 
St. Angelo, in order to be cpndufted to another 
. place ; bur, as he was afraid of being detained for 
a conffderable length of time, becaule he knew it 
was' not in his power to execute the articles, he ef- 
caped in difguife to OrVietto, and renounced the 
treaty is the efFeft of cdmpulfion. 

It Was during the pope's confinement, that king 
Hen ryfirft declared hrS intention of being divorced 
from his wife Catherine; though, in all probability, 
the * refolution was taken before this period ; in- 
afmuch as we find, by the cardinals letter to the 
king, that the report was current in ' Spain, while 
he continued at Abbeville. Some hiftorians, in 
order to blacken the charadker of Henry, and tar- 
nifb the merit of the reformation in England, have 
repreftnted the king's pretended fcruples as the ef- 
hS^Qf his paflSon for Anne Boleyn, daughter of 
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Sir Thomas Boleyn, a young lady who had beenA. c, 15*7, 
..educated in France ; and was at this junfture a 
maid of honour to queen Catherine. They like- 
wife have, with great virulence, endeavoured to dc* 
.preciate her perfon and her morals 5 and, in the 
courfe of their contumely, fallen into divers in- 
confiftencics, which have been detefted and expofed 
. by authors of more credit and veracity. Thefe have g 
not only refuted her calumniators, but alfo proved Herbert, 
.that Henry was determined upon the divorce before 
. Anne Boleyn returned to England. The king had 
an ingredient of fuperftition in his charader, and 
. could not help imputing the death of his two fons 
to the difpleafure of God Almighty, at his inceftu- 
. ous marriage with his brother's widow. He was 
extremely defirous of male iflue, that all difputds ^ 
about the fucceffion might be prevented. He was f 
ftartled at the obfervation of the bilhop of Tarbe, 
who expreflcd fome doubts about his daughter's 
, legitimacy : he was tired of poffeffing Catherine, 
, who was not miftrefs of many perfonal attr^ftions :' 
he was a prince of impetuous paflions, and longed 
to be united with a lady of more endearing qualifi- 
cations, by whom he rnight be blefled with male 
iffue, againft whofe legitimacy no plaufible excep-- 
tions could betaken. His fcruplesof confciencc, 
firft raifed by the writings of Thomas Aquinas, 
.were encouraged by Wolfey, who hated the queen, 
• becaufe ihe had exprefled her difappfobation of 
. his loofe and libertine way of hving ; and he was 
adluated by revenge againft her nephew the em- 
peror, who had t^^ice baffled him in his defigns 
. upon the papacy. Henry thought' he could never 
find a more favourable conjunfture to fue for a di- 
vorce than the prcfent ; when the emperor's power 
was become formidable to all the princes in Chrif- 
tcndom, and the pope's deliverance depended in a 
peculiar manner upon the affiftazice and interpofi- 

tion 
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A. c. 15*7. i\q^ q{ England and her allies: perhaps too hii 
conduft was influenced by the beaUty of Aniiie 
Boleyn, who now began to be diftinguifhed above 
all her cotemporaries. 
HefoUi. Be that as it may, he himfelf profefled fcrirples 
^^^ of cbnfcience, and difired, that archbifhop War- 
bis wife ca- ham, who had at Brft declared againft the mai*- 
riage, ttiould confult the biQiops of England upotl 
the fubjed. Thfe prelate complied with his requeft ; 
and prefented him with a writing, ih which they 
condemned the marriage as a coiltraQ: contrary to 
public decency, and the divine law. This declara- 
tion was fubfcribed by all the prelates, except 
t^ilher bilhop of Rochefter, whofe name is faid to 
have been counterfeited by cardinal Wolfcy. The 
writings of Luther had by this time produced fuch 
a fpiritof inquiry in England, that thfe people openly 
' affirmed, the difpenfation for the marria^ granted 
by pope Julius iL could never juftify. Or cottfoii* 
,date a marriage fo notorioufly oppofitc tb the law 
of God. This would have been a very fufficient 
reafon for diffolving the match in the eye of equi- 
ty ; but, it would hiave been a very imprudent 
. ftep in Henry, to folicit a favour of the cbUrt Of 
kome, by ieeking to invalidate the authority of a 
Roman pontiff: he therefor* ertdeavoured to find 
nullities in the bull of Julius, by which it would be 
rendered revocable by the maxims of the holy 
Tee* The bull been had founded on the requeft 
^ oF Henry and Catherine, on the Ibppofition, that 
' their marriage was neceflary to preftrtfe \>ewct bt- 
tween Spain and England. Now Henry, being 
then but twelve years of age, could not be fup- 
. pofed to have fuch politic views ; whence it was 
inferred, that * he was not really author of the rt- 
quei^. Befides, the fhuation of afiairs at that 
[ time was fuch, as proved the marriage was ufa- 
neceifaiy for the prefer vation of the peace between 

England 
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England and Spaln^ confequcntly, pbjbe JuHqS ^' ^' 's*)- 
had befen deceived : and laftly, it was foilitited i^ 
the mdans'of maintaining i good undet'iftandinj 
between Ferdinand and Ifabella, ind Hetiry Vll 
wh^reai, at the confummation, irabella and Hefir^ 
VII. wete not alive. It was moreover, alledgecJ^ 
that Henry Vllf. in having protefted agiinft his 
marfiage before it was confutnmated, gave tip th6 
liberty granted to him by the bulj ; and th«iefo« 
another was necelTaiy to render his iri^rtiage valid, 
l^he king having round tlvfe fubterfuges to fervfc 
as a pretekt for Clement to revoke the difpenfa- 
tion of his predeceflbr, fcnt Knight his fecretary t6 
Rome, with four papers to be figned by his hoKr 
liefs. The firft was a commifTion tO cardinal 
Wolfey, to judge and determine the Affair, in 
conjunftion with fome Englifh bifhops. Thfc fr- ' 
cond was a decretal bull, annulling the marriage 
between the king and Catherine, as the nuptisils df 
that pfincefs with his brother Arthur had beeh 
previoufly confummated^ The third contained k . 
difpenfation for Henry's marrying another wife. 
And in the fourth, the pope engaged never to re- .^ 

voke the other three. Knight, at his arrival in 
Rome, being denied admitunce to the pope, who 
was ftriftly guarded by a Spaniih captain, found 
means to convey a memorial, containing thf^ headfe 
of his commifiion, to his holinefs; who returned a 
favourable anfwer, though the eoipetor had already 
defined he would take no ftep in that affair without 
firft imparting it to his minifters. Cardinal Wol- 
fey, in ajietter to Gregorio Cafali^ thfc Englifh am- 
balTador at Rome, ordered him to fecondthe en- 
deavours of Knight ; and they waited ort Clenienft 
after his retreat to Orvietto. He promifed to exert , 
himfelf for the fatisfadlion of the kmg; but, begged 
the affair might not be precipitated. He was atisamuied 
this junfture uncertain, whether he ftiould have t)c- ^y ^^ v^t^ 

cafion 


448 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

• » 

A c 1517. cafion for the affiftance of Henry, or.be able to ef- 
Cotcdar- ft£k an accommodation with the emperor. He 
**^ therefore wanted toga in time i but was fo hard 
prefled by the Englifh envoy, to declare himfelf, 
that he promifed to fign the a£bs, on condidon that 
they 0iould not be produced until after the depar- 
ture of the French and Germans from Italy. Tho* 
this condition was accepted, he ftill protraded the 
affair, on pretence of confulting Lorenzo Pucci, 
cardinal Sanftorum Quatuor, who b<?ing fecured by 
a largefs of Englifh gold, altered the legate's com- 
miffion, which had been defe£live i and joined 
. ^Knight and Cafali, in prefling Clement to fign it 
2^J2t. without further delay. Thus importuned, he put 
his hand to the commiflion, and the bull of difpen- 
fation for the king, promifing tp fend the other de • 
cretal bull for diflblving the marriage, to England, 
after h^ Ihould have confidered the fubjeft more 
maturely. But he dated thofe two a£ts at tho 
time when he was prifoner in the caftle of St. An- 
gelo I fo that Henry did not choofe to make ufe of 
them, left it fhould be objeded, that the pope had 
granted them merely with a view to obtain his li- 
A.c.i3af. jjgj.^y jjy ^jjg affiftance of England. Clement had 

by this time fmarted fo feverely by his oppodtion to 
the emperor, that he abfolutely rcfufcd to reen- 
gage in the league with France, England, and 
Venice. When preiTed on this fubjeft by the am- 
balTadors of thofe powers, he obferved, that his 
junftion with the league might expofe him to new 
misfortunes, without procuring any real advan- 
tage to their caufe ; and that he was refblved to aft 
as a mediator, rather than involve himfelf as a 
party. He had by this time formed.the defign of 
re-eftabliftiing the family of Medicis in Florence ; 
and forefaw that fuch a re-eftabli(hment could not 
be effefted but by means of the emperor, becaufe 
the Florentines had joined the allies s but, he would 
3 not 
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nor declare for Charles until he ftiould fee the fuc- a„c,i5i«, 
Itefeof thewar between hirii and the confederates. 
Evtry thing now feenried to portend the cfFufion of 
blood; ruin, and defolation. 

TheambaflTadors of France and Englandj refi- Tii^Prenc^ 
3iiig in Spain, dellred pcrmiflibn to retire j ^^^^tils^^ 
hexcday Clarencieux and Guienne, the heraldsi of ciaicwar a^ 
Mfenry and Francis, pronounced a declaration of ^^^ ^^^ > 
tvar, in prcfencc of the crhpcror, fitting on his 
thtonei ind furrounde^ by his grander. In art- 
ifwcr to Clarencieuxi Charles complained, that the 
king of England wanted to join him in riiarriage 
^th a priricefs whom he intended to baftardize, by 
obtaihihg a divorce from her mother : but he laid 
the whole blame on the exceflive ambition of car- 
dinal Wdlfey, who was difgufted at the emperor^ 
becaufe he would riot embi-oil Chriftehdom by en- 
deavouring to raife him to the papacy. He denied 
that he had ever refufed to pay the debt he owed' to 
Henry ; but faid, the Englifh ambalTadors who de- 
manded the money, had no power to .grant a dif* 
Chai^. With refpeft to the indemriity, he ob- 
fcrved, that the king of France had taken it upon . 
hhnfelf in the treaty of Madrid. With regard to 
thefum of five hundred thoufand crowns, which he 
had obliged himfelf to pay, in cafe he ftiould refufe 
to wed the princefs Mary, he declared^ that he had 
demi/ided :her by.ambafladors y and that her father 
had not only refufed to fend her into Spain, but 
.had even offered her in marriage to the king 6^ 
Scotland : befides, Henry could not legally de- 
thand the fum, until after having provedf that 
he had executed all the articles of the treaty di 
Windftir. 

In his anfwer to the French herald, he. loudly 
taxed Francis with breach of promife, and deflred 
Guierine to remind his maft'er of \^hat he had pro- 
pofed by the arehbifhop of Boardeaox, namely^ 

N?. 50* G g ^ that 
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A. c. 151S. that they (hould decide their quarrel in fingle Gom« 
jtiiochai. bat. The French king no fooner received thiat 
c!s tTdedde meflage than he fent back the fame herald to the 
the conteft empcror, with a formal defiance, in which he gave 
Charles the lie ; and demanded of him fecurity of 
the field in which they (hould fight body to body^, 
The emperor accepted the challenge, and difpatch- 
ed one of his heralds with another remonftrance 011 
the fubjcft. He found great difficulty in being 
admitted to the king's prefence ; and when he be- 
gan to fpeak, was interrupted by Francis, who be-, 
ing afaid of hearing fome difagreeable repartee, 
afked, if he had broughc fecurity for the field, as 
every thing elfe was fuperfluous ? He was anfwered 
in the affirmative ^ and defired permiffion to read 
the emperor^s cartel. This, however, he could 
not obtain. Francis rofe haftily, after having ut- 
tered fome angry exprelfions ; and ordered the he- 
rald to quit his dominions. In this whole affair he 
afded a part unbecoming a man qf honour : firft, 
in renouncing the treaty to which he owed his de-^ 
liverance : fecondly, in trefpaffing the bounds of 
decorum, by fending fuch a fcurrilous mefjage to 
Charles : and, thirdly, in his behaviour to the he- 
rald, which denoted equal infolence -and trepidation* 
On the other hand, it muft be allowed, that Charles 
demeaned himfclf like a prince of gallantry and 
courage. 

Hugh de Mendoza the Spanifh ambaffador at 
Ldndon, being informed of thefe tranfadions, 
would have retired immediately i but, Wolfey af- 
furing him that the herald had exceeded his orders, 
and would be feverely punifhed at his return, he 
fcnt a courier to inforrri the emperor of this decla-. 
ration. Clarencieux, who was ftill in Spain, be- 
ing apprized of this circumftance, demanded, and 
obtained an authentic copy of the ambaffadbr^s let- 
ter I and arriving privately in England went di- 
rectly 
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rcAly to the king, to whom he produced this tefti- a. c 1511. 
mony, togethec with three other letters, written in 
•his own handy by which Clarencieux had been pe- 
remptorily orderal to denoun9e v/ar againft the em- 
peror. Henry was fo exafperated at this informa- j^tel^ Ti- 
tian, that in the tranfport of his anger, he chid the g'n« ^o 
cardinal for his prefumption in the moft acrimo- *°^^' 
nious expreflions^ and, in all probability, would 
have difgraced hini intirely, had not he forereen, . 
that heihould have occafion for his miniflry in the 
affair of the divorce. The matter, however, waa 
examined in council ; and, though Woliey plead- * 
.ed, that he imagined what he had done was con« 
formable to the king's intentions, he received a 
.fevere and mortifying rebuke. The report which 
Clarencieux made of the honourable treatment he 
had met with at the court of the emperor, made 
an-impreffion upon Henry. He feemed loth to^ 
break with a prince who treated htm with fuch per- 
fonal feipeft ; and the trade between England and 
the Low Countries being of great confcquencc ta 
the nation, fbme overtures were made for keeping 
it (till open. Mean while the merchants, in con- 
fequence of the declaration of war, refuM to buy 
the cloth that was brought to market at Blackwell- 
Hall i and the manufadturers mutinied in divers 
parts of England. The fame commotions hap- 
pening in Flanders, Margaret governante of the 
JLow Countries, with the advice of the emperor's 
council, fent over two ambaflfadors to follicit a 
truce, which they obtained for eight months, not- 
withftanding the remonftrances of the French am- 
baflador, and the iafinuations of the cardinal^ hiU/ 
whole credit about this time began to decline. Aft. Pub; 

During thefe tranfaftions, the imperial army at 
Rome being reduced to a wretched condition by 
the plague, the prince of Orange, with the remains 
of it, retreated towards Naples, before the arms 
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A. c. »5«^- of Lautrec,who, being reinforced to the nomber of 

. thirty choufand men, undertook the fiegc of that 

capkaU while it was blocked up by Tea wUh the gal- 

ift.dc €xi. jj^^ of France, Venice, and Genoa. Theft engaged 

and worftcd the Imperialifls -, aad Lautrec refohred 
to reduce the city by famine : bm Andiea 
being difgufted witii the French king» withdfew 
galltes, and declared for the etuperor ; ia that tlie 
French army fuffered a$ much as. the belieged, 
from a fcarcity of proYiTioxK At kngth» it was 
infedied by the plague, which deftroyed the greater 
part of the officers and foUiers ; and carried off the 

Th< Trtnch S^"^''*^ ^^^ ^^ fuccccded 10 coiomand by the 

aredriJIn iHarquis dc Saluc^* This noblen^n. immedkitdf 

b"Se\m! *^^^o**^^ ^^ eftterprize» and retreated ta Averfa, 

i>«n«i;ft>/ %here he was belieged in his cum by the Impe- 

tialtfts ; and obliged to furronder at difcretion. 

At the fame time, Francis loft his footing ia Ge^ 

noa, the liberty of which Doria reftored, eftabliftt- 

ing that form of government which the inhabt- 

tants ftill retail^. 

The fuccefs of the- Imperieklift^ in Staiy raifid 
frefli obftacles to Henry*s divorce from Catherineir 
The pope, when follicited to ifiiie newbiaJk on thas 
fiibjeA, that ihould be ntort explicit than tbofe he 
had figned at Orvietto, advifed t^ king of Eng- 
land privately, to make ufc of the commiffioit 
which he had already granted to the legate for an- 
nulling the marriage, and cfpoufe another wife,^ 
according to his Qwn inciinationy to which cafir 
he would confirm the marriage : alledging, tfaaif 
k would be eafier for him to grant a confirmadoa^ 
. ef what was already done, than a difpenfiitiQa to 
do that which was undone. Henry looked upooF 
this advice aa a fubcerfuge for fome fini&er pur- 
pofe. He foft^faw, that if he flxould take, another 
wife in this manner, he would be akogethcr in the 
power of hia holinefi, who might confirm or annul^ 

the 
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tkc marriage at pfeafurc ; and therefore he refotved ^'^' '5^' 
to pedift in demanding new bulls for terminating 
the affailr of the divorce. Wolfey's fecretary, 
Stephen Gardiner, aitd Edward Fox, were fent to 
Rome to demand a new commiffion, impowering 
the cardinal to difiblve the niarriage, and yet de- 
clare the daughter bom of that marriage legitimate, 
as well as a decretal bull to diffolve the king's mar- 
riage ; and a difpenfation for his wedding another 
wife, without any reftriftion. At the fame time^ 
the envoys were ordered to make the pope acquaint- 
ed with the extraordinary merit of Anne Boleyn, 
on whom the king had by this time fettled his af- 
fedion ; and to tell his holineis, that the cardinal 
kad no {hare in advifing the divorce Gardiner 
and Fox arriving at Orviecto, when Lautrec was 
on his march towards Naples, the pope wanted 
CO protrad the difcuffion of this affair until he fhould 
fee the fuccefs of the campaign ; and for this pur- 
pofe, endeavoured to amufe Henry with a letter 
written in cypher, which nobody could explain. ^ 
This expedient was very ill received by the king^ 
who fent orders tb his envoys to in&ft upon the 
former demands -, and as by this time the French 
general had made conquelts in the kingdom of 
N^les, Clement, afraid of difobliging Henry, who 
was fo clofely conneftcd with Francis^ figned a buH, 
conftituting cardinal Wolfey judge of the affair, in 
conjun6tion with the archbifliop of Canterbury, or 
any other Englilh prelate. The king's council 
confidered this commiffion as defective, becaufe it 
contained no c laufe to prevent the pope from re- 
verfing the decree ; and implied a manifeft nullity, 
in appointing as fole judge of the affair a cardinal 
devoted to the king, andaftually his prime mini- 
fter. Hpnry therefore demanded, that another le- 
gate (hould be joined to Wolfey ; and that the pope 
(hould, by a former engagement^ renounce all ^ 
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^•^*5»^* power of revokingthc commiflion. As LaiitrfC 
had now undertaken the liege of Naples, Clement 
made no fcruple to comply with thefe demands. 
Om^pcjw^ He appointed Wolfey and Campejus his legates a 
appointed latere, cftablifhing them as his vicegerents in the 
JhclS^f aff^iir of the divorce -, and for that purpofe vefting 
the king's them with his whole authority. He likcwife grant- 
divoKc. ^^ ^^^ formal engagement touching the revocation ; 
and fufniftied Campejus with a decretal, annulling 
* the king's marriage. Thefe conceiCons were made 
at different periods, in ordcj- to protraft the time j 
and before the decretal paffed, Clement, in all 
probability, had rcfolvcd to thwart Henry in the 
affair of his divorce ; for, by this time, Lautrecwas 
dead, and the French army I'uined : fo that the 
pope had nothing to fear from the confederates. He 
had refolved to accommodate all differences with 
the emperor, whom he therefore would not difo- 
bligc by being acceffary to the difgrace of his kinf- 
woman Catherine : but, on the other hand^ until 
this accommodation could be eflfeAed, he was averfe 
to a rupture with Henry, left he (hould be left to 
the mercy of the emperor ; and obliged to em-' 
brace fuch terms as he (hould think proper to im- 
pofe. His aim then was to temporize and fpin out 
the aBFair of the divorce, until he fhould have 
compromifed all his difputes with Charles, from 
whom he had reafon to expedt favourable terms, 
while he maintained a feeming connexion with 
France and England. He direfted his legate Cam- 
pejus to protract: the affair as long as poiTible : to 
forbear giving fentence of divorce, until he fhould. 
receive new orders under the hand of his holinefs : 
and to a\^oid communicating the bull to. any perfon 
whatfoever, except the king and the cardinal. 
CamJ^us'^to . Campejus arriving in England began his lega^' 
iwtttiine. tion, by exhorting the king to live in good under- 
(landing with Catherine -, and dcfift from his fol- 
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Iicitation of the divorce. This advice being very ^ C is*^, 
ill received, he endeavoured to perfuade the queen 
to confent to the feparation •, but his counfel was 
rejefted by Catherine, who told him (he was the 
king's lawful wife, and fo would continue, until 
Ihe Ihould be declared otherwife by the pope's fen- 
tence. Then the legate declared, he could proceed 
no farther without new orders; and fix months 
elapfed before thefe could be obtained. In the mean 
time, he flattered the king with the hope of feeing 
his defire accompliflied, and amufed him and Wot- 
fey with the fight of the bull j but when he was 
prefled to produce it before fome lords of. the coun- 
cil, he pleaded the pope's order to the contrary. 
Henry, incenfcd at this method of proceeding, 
complained to Clement, who jufl:ified the conduct Buln^!' 
of the legate ; and gave the court to underftand, 
that the bull fhould not be publilhed, except the 
fentence of the legates Ihould be favourable to ha 
piajefty. 

While the pope thus trifled with Henry, his ne- 
gotiation with the emperor was ftill continued ; 
and now he fought a pretence for breaking with the 
kings of France and England, who were no longer 
formidable in Italy. They had promifed to pro- 
cure for him the refl-itution of Ravenna and Cer- 
via, and now he loudly complained, that they had 
not performed theif engagements. At length, they , 
received intimation of his treating with, the em- 
peror; and upbraided him in their turn wiih double 
dealing. He fl:ill denied he had any intention to ^enrv rend« 
depart from his neutrality ; andfent Francifco Cam- ^e/h envoyi 
pana to England, with aflurances of his good in- '* *^* ^'*^*" 
tentioii. Thiscnv^ carried an order to Campejus, 
to burn the decretal bull, and protraft the divorce 
to the utmoft of his power. He accordingly found 
new pretences for delaying the proceedings, until at 
length Henry, impatient of fuch procraftination, 
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A. c. 1528. fent Sir Francis Bryan, and Peter Vannes to Rome^' 
to dive into the real caufe of this delay. They 
were dire6ted to fearch the pope's chancery for a 
.pretended brief, which as the Spaniards gave out, 
~ confirmed the difpenfation for Catherine's mar- 
riage, granted by pope Julius^ to propofe divert 
expedients for facilitating the determination of the 
divorce ; to offer a guard of two thoufand men to 
the pope, in cafe he ihould be intimidated by the 
threats of the emperor ; or ihould thi^ propofal be 
rejefled, to councerbajance the threats of Charles 
with menaces from Henry. The two envoys exc-» 
(Tuted the firil part of their commilfion : and finding^ 
the pope inclining to the intereft of the emperor^ 
told him plainly, that Ihould he refufe granting the 
fatisfaftion their mafter demanded, England would 
certainly renounce him and all the popes his fuccef- 
fors. They obleryed, that the Englifh people 
wanted nothing but their Ij^ing's permilfion (o fhake 
off all obedience to the papal power ; that he wa^ 
on the brink of raifing two formidable enemies to 
tiimfelf, in the perfons of Francis and Henry ; and 
that as the king of England bad engaged in the 
war merely with a view to deliver his holinefi^ 
from imphfonment, all Chriftendom would look 
with horror upon his~ ingratitude, ihoyld he en- 
gage in a league againft his deliverer. Thefe re* 
inonilrances produced no effect upon the pope, 
who anfwered in general terms ; and pretended to 
think, himfelf in a very xlangerous fituation, from 
which he could be relieved by nothing but the fig- 
pal interpofition of heaven. The queftions propoiedl 
by the envoys to able canonifts, were thefe, Whe- 
ther, if the queen ihould take the veil, the king 
might be at liberty to take another wife ? Whe- 
ther, if the king and queen ihould take the vows 
together, the pope would grant him a difpenia- 
tion to mgrry again during the life of Catherine ? 

and. 
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pud. Whether the pme could grant him pcnaiflTi^a ^' ^' »s^*' 
to have two wives. The aafw^ers to thefe qucftiong 
^ never tranfpired. But, the pc^'s chancery being 
fearched, no brief appeared ( and the EngliCb «n* ^' Herbert 
voys obtaintsd authentic certtficates of this parti- ^ITpuk 
cular. . 

Although the pope had laid down a reiblution 
to thwart the l^inR, he ftill continued to heap fa- 
vours on his mjnifter. He obtained feveral bulls 
for fuppreiling divers fmall nfionafteries^ and niany 
/ Other grants towards the eftabliihment of his two 
CX>lleges at Oxford and Ipfwich, which he had 
very much at heart ^ and indeed, be could not be 
too alert in leizing the prefent opportunity, which^ 
If he had neglefted, the work in all probability 
would have remained impcrfefl:. With refpeft to f^^jf 
Scotland, Henry ixi the courfe of this year fent am- " * 
baifadors to the court of his nephew James, witli 
propofals of peace ^ but, as this could not be ef* 
fe&ed, on account of the diftradions of that king-* 
dom, which was divided into two factions, headed 
\)y the queen*dowager, and the family of Douglasg • 
fL truce was conlbded at Berwick, for live years. 
In a feparate article it was ftipulated, that the earl 
of Angus^ his brother George, and uncle Archi- 
bald,, might be received and protected in England, ' 
op condition that they ihould deliver up to their 
Ibvercign the places they held in Scodand; and 
that, in cafe they fhould make inroads into their 
own country, the king of England fhoukl repair 
the damage, as if it had been done by his own 
fubjeds. 

The pope, on pretence of ading as mediator for a. c. r^f . 
a general peace, had fent a nuncio to Spain, to con- 
clude ^feparate treaty with the emperor ; and while 
this was on the carpet, the affair of the divorce 
hung in fufpence. In the beginning of the year, 
Clement had Veen feized with a dangerous malady, 
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A 0.1529. of which cardinal Woflcy was no fboner appriied, 
than he began to cabal for the papacy. Henry 
had written to feveral cardinals in his favour } and 
Francis aflured him, that he (hould be fupported 
by all thofe of the French faftion. Gardiner was 
ordered to employ all his vigilance and attention, 
in keeping them fteady to their engagements ; and 
iii cafj^ another pope fliould be chofen in fpite of 
Wolfey's intereft, they were dire&ed to proteft a- 
gainft whatever fhould be done in the conclave^ 
and eleft the Englifh cardinal in fome other place. 
All thefe intrigues, however, were baffled by the 
recovery of Clement, who being informed of the 
fteps which had been taken, looked upon the cardi- 
nal as a dangerous competitor, who might one day 
fupplant him on pretence of his baftardy, for which 
)ie had been already reproached, and threatened 
with depofition by the emperor. In the mean time, 
he continued to amufe the king of England with 
{A^omifes, that the affair of the divorce (hould be 
determined according to his wi(h ; and delivered in- 
to Gardiner's hands a brief, in which he declared 
he would not revoke the power he had granted to 
the legates. In token of his rcfpeft for Henry, 
* when that prince, on the death of Richard Fox, 
defired he would confer the bifhopric of Winehefter 
BiAopnc of upon Wolfcy, he immediately ordered the bulls to 
wnfemdon ^ expedited for that purpofe, though he taxed 
Wdiey. them at fifteen thoufand ducats ^ the cardinal, how- 
ever, would not pay above fix thoufand, owning 
that he was indifferent about the fee, as he already 
enjoyed the temporalities by the king's favour. 
•Hieenipe- xhe cniperor being well aflured of the pope's 
li^nftUic fentiments touching the divorce, entered in the* 
*««?«• name of his aunt queen Catherine a foripal proteft' 
againfl all that fhould be done in England on that 
fubjcft by the legates, one of whom he alledged 
was entirely devoted to Henry, and the other bi« 
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ihop of SalSbury in his dominions. The Englifh A-Ct^xf. 
fhiniftcrs endeavoured to perfuade the pope, that 
this proteft ought to be rejefted. But he told them, 
he could not refufe to a queen what the moft in- 
confiderable fubjeft had a right to demand, obferv- 
ing, that a protcft did not at all detraft from the 
merits of any caufe. From this and other concur- 
jing circumftances they concluded, that his fole aim 
was to dupe their matter, to whom they imparted 
their fentiments, hinting, that unlefs the affair 
could be fpeedily decided, the pope would in all pro- 
bability evoke the caufe to Rome. Henry, alarm- 
ed at this intelligence, refolved to fue the divorce 
before the legates without further delay; but, upon 
perufing the brief, in which Clement had engaged 
thnt the power of the legates Ihould not be re- 
voked, it was found conceived in fuch ambiguous 
terms as left no room to doubt the pope's iniince- 
rity. That the king might be more fully convin- 
ced, however, Gardiner was direfted to tell him, 
that the brief had been wetted in its carriage to 
England, fo as that the writing was almoft effaced; 
for which reafon he was defired to (ign another, 
which would have been more explicit : but Clc- * 
ment found means to elude all his follicitations, and 
fecretly rejoiced at the fuppofed accident. 

Henry having nothing further to hope from the 
court of Rome, recalled his ambaffadors, and in 
their room fent thither Bennet, who carried a letter 
to his hoiinefs from the two legates, who obferved 
that the chief point of the caufe was to decide upon 
the authority'vefted in the head of the church ; and 
as this was an objeft far above their power and ca- 
pacity, they advifed his hoiinefs to evoke the caufe 
before his own tribunal, not doubting but the king 
would confent to this evocation, provided that he 
might be previoufly alTured that the caufe would be JJ^^' 
decided in his favour. How Wolfcy was induced Aa, f^ 

to 
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A. c. 15*9. to give an advice Co contrary to the intcreft and in^ 
clinations of his mafter, is not cafy to deterniinc. 
The legates Mean while Henry prefled the legates to proceed on 
th^ircom- their commiffion ; and they met on the thirty- firft 
minion, day of May, when they nominated adjunfts to af- 
fift them in examining the evidences, Woifey, in 
order to Ihew his impartiality, yielded the chair of 
prefidency to Campejus, though he was an older car-- 
dinal to that legate, who fummoned the king and 
queen to appear in court on the eighteenth day of 
June. When that day arrived, the queen's agents 
excepted to the authority of the legates ; but their 
exceptions were over- ruled, and the king and queen 
perfonally appeared on the twenty- firft day of the 
month. Henry, when called upon, arifwered. 
Here ^ but, the queen being cited, arofc atid fall- 
ing on her knees before Henry, " I am (faid ihe) 
a poor woman, and ftranger in your dominions, 
where I can neither cxpeft difintcrefted coun- 
fel, nor impartial judges. I have been your 
wife twenty years and upwards, have bore yoi| 
fcvcral children, and ever ftudied to pleafe 
you. I proteft you found me a true maid, 
concerning which I appeal to your own confci- 
** ence. If I have done amifs, kt me be put a- 
way with (hame. Our parents were efteemed 
wife princes, and no doubt bad good counfel- 
lors, when ihey agreed upon our marriage. I 
** therefore will not fubmit to the court. My 
" lawyers are your fubjefts, and dare not fpeak. 
'* freely in my behalf; for which reafon, I defire 
" to be excufed until I fhall hear from Spain." So 
faying, fhe rofe, and making a low reverence to 
the king, retired from court, paying no regard to 
the crier, who required her to ftay. After her de- 
parture Henry declared, that (he had been always 
a true and obedient wife; arid was poffefled of ma- 
ny excellent quakiiiies, but, that his <onfcience 

being 


(f 

<€ 




HENRY Vilt. +6r 

being difqcueted by a remark which had been made ^^* '5«f 
hy the bilkop of Tarbe the French ambafiador, he 
had refolved to try the lawfulnefs of hh marriage, 
for the eafe of his mind and the benefit of the 
fucceffion. He faid he had mentioned this ferupJe 
in coniefiioa to the blfhop of Lincoln ; and defired 
the arcbbilhop <^ Canterbury to pk-ocure the opi- 
nions of all the prelates, who had under their 
hands and feals difa^^roved of the marriage. The 
bifhop of Rocheiter declaring, that he had not fee ^ 
his hand to this writing, the metropolitan of Can-^ 
terbury faid, he hid confented to let another write 
his name.} but this circumftance he of Rochefter 
pofitively denied. The queen being again cited to 
appear, appealed to the pope, and was declared 
contumacious. Then the legates drew up- twelve 
articks to be difcviired by the examination of evi- 
dence, They declared, that prince Arthur and 
the king were brothers : that prince Arthur had 
married Catherine, and confummated the marriage } 
that upon the death of Arthur, Henry, by virtues 
of a difpenfation, had married the widow : that this 
marriage with his brother's wife was forbidden 
both by human and divine law : and that ^}pon the 
complaints which the pope had received, his holi-« 
fiefs had fent them to try and decide in the aflTairi . 
The king's council infifted chiefly on the confum^ 
mation of Arthur's marriage ; and in the courfe of 
their pleadings fpoke fo indecmtly, that the bifhop 
of Rochefter fignified his difapprobation and diP 
guft. He was checked by Wolfey for prefuming to 
interpofc; and fome fevere akercatibn palfed be-' 
tween thefo prelates. The evidence, however, 
produced many ftrong prefi^mrptions^ that Arthur 
had carnally known the queen, though fhe hcrfetf 
declared, and even fwore the contrary. 

While the legates proceeded very flowly in this TheczuCeii 
proceft, tbe emperor'* minift^ri prefled the pope to ^^^.^* 

evoke 


462 H r STORY ar ENGLAND. 

4.a t5S9» evoke the caufe to Rome ; and the Engiifh envoyil 
exerted ail their influence to prevent this evocation^ 
Both fides threatened to depofe hinv on account of 
his baftardy ; and he pretended to be intimidated 
by their menaces, which however «furmflied liim 
with a reafon for poftponing his declaratioti, ufitH 
ii^ had concluded his treaty with the onperor. 
'Then Ke pUmly told the Englifh agents, that he 
bad refolved to evoke the caufe of the divorce to 
Rome ; and though they aflured him that fuch a 
ftep would certainly dii'member the holy fee of the 
ipiritual dominion of England, he refufed to recrad 
his refolution. The emperor had engaged by treaty 
lo re-eftablilh the houfe of Medicis in the fovc'' 
feignty of Florence i and this <:ircumftance alone 
over-balanced every other confideration in the mind 
of Clement. On the fifteenth day of July he figned 
the bull of evocation, which he forthwith diipatch- 
ed by a courier to ' England, where the procefs^ of 
divorce had been ftrangely protracted by the arti- 
fice of Campcjus^ lyho found n^eans to adjourn the 
feflfion from time to time, under various pretences; 
iTerferf. JHiow incenfed foever the king muft have been at the 
**'"'^ arrival of this bull of evocation, in which he was 
cited to appear at Rome in forty days, on pain of 
ecclefiaftical cenfure» he difiembled his refentmenc; 
and though he would not allow the bull to be inti- 
mated to him in form, he gave the legates to un^^ 
derftand that they were at liberty to obey the pope's 
order. Clemept afterwards, by way of reparation, 
revoked the cenfures by a new brief, and prolongs 
ed the term of the citation till Chriftmas. 

JSr?^*T ^^ ^''^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ acquainted with Henry's dif- 

utaiyml pofition dated the difgrace of the cardinal from 

^- this asra ; and indeed he had, through the whole 

of this procefs, behaved with fuch langour and in- 

chfierence as cannot be eafily explaijned, when we 

confider how much it imported him to gratify his 
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mafter in this imertftmg ^sdr. Berhaps he was A.d5»jk 
unwiffing to incenfe the emperor beyond a poiTtbi* 
lity of reconciliation, in cafe the affairs of Europe 
Aould take "a new turn : perhaps he fecretly liated 
Anne fioleyn^ *as a dapg^otis rival in the king's 
favour/ or;ia profelyte to t^ doftrine of Luther; 
or he was.a&Oated by fome obicure motive of per- 
fonal di^ike; Great men are often influenced by 
low pafliom and piejudicxs; which they are afham- 
ed to avow* Certain it is, ^ emperor left no 
£kone uimiined to ruin the cardinal in the king^t 
opinion y he was at * pains to . circdate rejports in-» 
vented for. the purpofe o£ his deftruAion ; and^ by 
means of .his cmifiaries, -Hem^. received copies of 
ktcers, dil^proving the divorce, which the cardi- 
nal was faid, to haye privately written to his bolt- 
neis. On the other hand, Anne Boleyh imputed 
the miicarriagevOf the cUvorce to the backwardnefs 
with which WoUey had ^ded in the afkir; and her 
refentment . was proportionate to the gfcatne& of 
her difappointment. . Her ifacher, nowcreated lord 
vifcount Rochfort, had removed her from court 
during the pirocefs, in order to avoid (bandal ; but 
when the commifBon was vacated, ihe returned at 
the king's defice. After all this provocation, Hen» 
ry kept his temper with furprifing equanimity ; and» 
when the two cardinals waited upon him at Graf*- 
ton, received them with his ufual complacenc;r- 
Wolfey was clofeted for z confiderable time, and 
difmifled with feeming kindnefs ; and all the cour- 
tiers, who hated him in their hearts, ftill behaved 
towards him with the ufual refpeft and appearance 
<^ veneration. 

* 

Henry, in order to amufe his impatience, and 
^divert his chagrin, made a progrefs through feme 
|countiest$ and, in his return, lay at Waltham 
jCrofs, in the houfe ©f Mr. Crefiey. This ^ntlc- 
Iman had CQmmitt^ the education of his two Tons 
... to 
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^ c« 1:5^9. ^ Thdtiiw Crtnm^^ a dbder in thodogf ; lilril 
had beea profeflbrflttOxfordf and bft his^ office od 
accontic cf his bwig manrttd^ He wit ^nmc nt 
for his. learsingi fktfi and n^Ddmtiba ; and fes 
cretl ijE favoured the doftrke of Ltithel;, wliotb books 

**^fe?lr lio '^^ *^**^^ GcfmattT; At ^pper he was dc* 
£r^^!^ fired by Fas and Gvddiitet to give his featimema 
of the dirorce -^ audi, beidi^ pttftd on the fiibjefti 
he piopoied that thakiogflumld piocore the ofpi* 
nions cif ^ the anivJorfitiesv. chcolo^s, and dvili* 
aas of Chvifteadom i who would ekher jiailge tdie 
difpenfioion of popo J«dius:IL valid^ or infufficient : 
if vaUd^ the king^s coa&ieace woaU be ar ea£t; if 
infofficsent^ the pope could. Herat venture to de« 
clare hinifelf againft the opinion of all the abli 
men in Chriftendom. Whoi thie; ilropo£d wal 
comoinnicated to the kiagy he teftifiea his fatiifac* 
tton; by exclainiiog^ *^ Aye^ new we have the 
*^ right .fow bv the ear*^ He defiled to hear i^ 
froin Grxmnet s own month,, and was fo pleafed 
with his: conyar&tion> tha& te aannuiided him td 
foUowitke cenrr^ and ever after ccmfuked him iK 
itir 'Thoihas ^^ emergencies. On the king's recoifn from this 
MorecKa^ progfcfs, he lent a^niiefi^ to the cardinal ^ de* 
witthT*' manding the great feal, which he at firft rcfofed 
room of to dellvef ; but, Henry wridag ta him neat dayi 
^*^'^- he gave it to the dukes of NdrfoJk and SuflWfc, 
and it was o&rad to Warhrai, archbifliop df 
Canterbury, who had formerly been chancellor i 
bur, he declining the offer, on account of his great 
age, it was given to Sir Thomas More^ who had 
fignalized himfelf for his learning and tategrtty. 
tampejus Campejus not a little alarmed at this prelude ttt 
kb"doto Wolfcy*s fall, took leave of the king, in o#dcr ftf 
^ "^ ' return to Italy ; and Hehry ezprefled nodifpteafore 
at parting with that prelate. Befoit he embarked 
in perfon, the cuftom'^hoiife officers rummaged all 
his baggage, on ptetence of fearching for^ contm^ 

band 
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biu^ go^ y though it is iUppoM they aded by ^*^' ^5^9.* 
the expre& dife^Uons of (he king^ who wanted to 
feize the decretal buU^ not knowing chat it was al* 
rea4y conimitted to the fiances. When the cardi- 
nal Gompluned of this infult, a^ an outrage com* 
mitted agsunft a legate of the hply fee, Henry told 
hiofh TW :the officers had dope their duty : That 
\i^ ^as {^rjHi&d; at his afluming the charader of le- 
ga.te» gfcer his power and commiifion had been re- 
voked; aad flili more fMrpi:i&d9 that, being bi- 
Ikpp 4>f SaUsbuiry, hf ^uld be.fo ignorant of the 
laws of the IfMsd, ^s to a^unoe that quality without 
the king's permiCQon* Campejus, intimidated by 
this ^nfwer/ thou^t himfelf extremely happy in 
iieing aUo^^ed to depart without further moleltation. 

On the fiinth ^^y of Oftobeir, Hales, the attor- 
ney-^peral, presented an information in the kmg's- 
bench, ag^ft; the cardinal, accuiing him of having 
violated the ftatute of premunire. He confefled woifcy's 
the indiiflmeat^ pleaded jgnorance of the ftatute, tj^io'a!'' 
ftnd fub|T|it|ed himfelf to the king's mercy. He was 
declared put of the king's proiedion, his goods and 
jchatt^el^ were forefeited tp the king ; and his palace 
of York-hpafe, afterwards known by the name of 
WhitehaU, was feizcd-for his majefty*s ufe; toge- 
ther with a(U the rich furniture and wealth he had < 
0tnafle4, . Humbled by this reverfe of fortune, he 
petitiof)€(J the ki,ng for a proteftion for his perfon, 
which rh^.i^nmediately obtaioed, with a free parr 
(dom He was reflipred to the enjoyment of the 
prchbifjjopria of York and fee of Winchefter; he 
retrieved of his own ef}e<5ks to the amount of (i^c 
thoqfand po^n4s in furniture, , money, and plate;' 
and received divers kind meiTages from the king 
^nd Anne JSpleyn : ^. ihat Henry's aim at this 
}^^^ftw^^e.' was to. humble the pride, but not ruiU' 
the fortune) of his old. favourite. Thefe favour- 
able fefltiments, however, , were not of long^ duca- 
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A. c. 1519. tion : his enemies now prevailed at court, and 
brought into the houfeof lords an impeachment of 
high treafon, in four and forty articles i importing. 
That he had abufed his legatine power, aded ty- 
rannically in the office of chancellor, expedited di^ 
vers orders of the utmoft importance, and executed 
treaties without the king's knowledge and concur- 
rence; behaved defpotically on- many bccaiions, 
more like an eaftern fovereisn than an Englifh mi- 
nifter ; pra&ifed extortion, oribery, and all man- 
ner <^ corruption i fought to equaJ, and even pre- 
fer himfelf, to his majefty, by writting in orders 
and inftruftions. Ego et rex meus, I^and my king; 
. and endangering his fovereign's health by breath- 
ing upon him, and whilbering in Kis ear, when he 
knew himfelf deeply inftfted with the venereal di- 
' ftemper. Thcfe articles pafled in the houfe of 

lords, which was filled with his enemies 1 but, when 
the bill was carried down to the commons, Thomas 
Cromwell, a member of that houfe, who had been 
the cardinal's domeftic, ^defended him with fuch 
ftrength of argument, that no ad of treafon could 
be proved againft him ; and the profecudon was 
dropped. The cardinal mahifefted very litdc for- 
titude under his misfortune: he became abjeft and 
difconfolate ; and, at length, fickened in conie- 
qucnce of fuch repeated mortifications. The king's 
tenderncfs feemed to revive when he heard of Wol- 
fcy's diftemper ; he had formerly fent him a tor- 
, quoife ring, as a teftimony of his proteftion, which 
the cardinal received upn the rosul to Winchcftcr. 
He was fo aflfeded with this iiiftance of the king's 
goodnefs, that he alighted from his horfe, and tell 
upon his knees in a tranfport of joy. Henry now 
font him another prefent oCaniby^ by his phyfician 
doftor Buits, who aflTuied him his highnefs was 
not angry with him in his heart, and tha^ he 
Should in a little tiojc be convinced of his afftftten. 

This 
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This kind mcfiagje: contributed in a sreat meaPure ^ ^ '5*9 

to the recqvery of the cardinal, who fupplicaced 

and obtained the kinsj's pertniffion to live, for the woiHngAcd. 

benefit ' of the air, at Richmond- iuoufe; which he Bumct.' 

had formerly i*ectived in exchange for Hanipton • 

court. 

While the attention of the Englilh court was en- 
grofled by the affair of the divorce and the difgrace of 
Wolfcy, Francis, feeing no other profpeft of re- 
trieving his hoftages from the hands of the empe- 
ror, refolved to efFedt an accommodation with that 
power, and fee on foot a private negotiation for 
this purpofe ; while he amufed the Venetians, the 
Florentines, and the dulce of Ferrara^ with the pro- 
inife of marching into Italy at the head of a power- 
ful army. Perhaps he would not have found 
Charles fo well difpofcd for peace; had not he been 
influenced by the preparations of the Turks for in* 
vading Hungary and Auftria, and the commotions 
t>f the proteftants in Germany. Thus threatened^ 
he affeded great moderation. The articles being, 
privately diftiifled, the emperor's aunt Margaret, 
gouvernante of the Low Countries, and Louifa of 
Savoy, mother to the French king, repaired to 
Cambray, where they figned the treaty of peace ; 
importing. That the emperor (hould, for the pre- Treaty of 
fent, wave his demand of Burgundy t That the [^^^^f; 
king of France fhould pay two millions of golden empJ^or an^ 
crowns for rhe ranfom of his children j withdraw ^^c^chking, 
his troops from Italy j cede to Charles the fove* 
reignty of Flanders and Artois j reftore the county 
©f Alti, with all that he ftill maintained in the 
dutchy of Milan ; renounce all pretenfions to the 
kingdom of Naples j efpoufe queen Eleanor, the 
emperor's lifter ; and re-eftabliih the heirs of the 
late duke of Bourbon in poflefllon of all the eftate 
of that family^ which had been conififeated. The 
king of England being ptivy id this negotiation, 

H h a was i 
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A. c. 15x9. ^jjg fatisficd with a fingle article, by which Francis 
engaged to pay five hundred thoufand crowns, 
which the emperor owed to Henry ; and to relieve 
a jewel, which Philip, the emperor's father, 
had pledged to Henry VII. for the fum of fifty 
thoufand crowns. Henry behaved with great ge- 
nerofity on this occafion -, for he not only freely re- 
mitted* the payment of the five^iundred thoufand 

cu'cciardi- crowus, but prefentcd the jewel to his godfon Hen- 

Mctcnu ry, fecond fon of Francis. At the fame time a. 

Du Beiiay. treaty of commerce was concluded between Eng- 
land and the Low Countries. 

A. c 1530. rpj^^ emperor, having agreed to the principal ar- 

" tides of the peace, took fhtpping at Barcelona, 
ftSjr ^^ ^^^^ "^"^ thoufand men, and arrived at Genoa in 
Auguft ; when the peace of Cam bray being pub- 
Itlhed, the Venetians, the Florentines, the dukes of 
Milan and Ferrara, finding themfelves abandoned 
by France, were obliged to fubmit to,the emperor. 
The difcufllion of their afiairs was referred to a con- 
ference between Charles and the pope at Bologna, 
where all their different ambaffadors attended. 
There the emperor decreed, that the Venetians 
' ihould reftore Ravenna and .Cervia to the pope ; 
and to himfelf fome places which they ftill occupied 
in the kingdom of Naples. Francis Sforza was 
put in poITeflion of Milan, on condition of paying 
a large fum to the emperor. The difpute between 
the pope and the duke of Ferrara was left to the 
arbitration of Charles ; but that between his hoh- 
nefs and the Florentines could not be accommodated. 
They were determined to fpend their lives in de- 
fence of their liberty ; which, nevenhelcfs, they of- 
fered to purchafe with a fum of money, but the 
pope infilled upon their receiving the hpufe of Me- 
dicis as their fovereign ; and, as they rejeded this 
propofal, the emperor ordered the prince of Orange 
to befiege their city. Charles^ having thus fettled 

bis 
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his Italian concerns, returned to Germany, where ^- ^- ^sa^'v 
the proteftants. called aloud for a general council, 
with the promifc of which the emperor had flatter* 
ed them during the war; but, at his conference 
with the pope, he had undertaken to reduce them, 
without gratifying this their defire. They had 
lately engaged in a league for their own defence ; 
and this aflbciation alarmed Charles to fuch a de- 
gree, that he haftened from Bologna, after having 
received the imperial cix)wn from the hands of his • 
holinefs. Mean while, the prince of Orange loft 
his life at the fiege of Florence, whidh capitulated 
on condition of being permitted topreferve its li- 
berty, though the emperor was impowered to re- 
gulate the forrii of the government. But, in a few 
days, the partizans of the houfe of Medicis exciting 
a' tumult in the city, the adminiftration reverted to 
pope Clement; the emperor eftablifhed his fon in- 
law, Alexander de Medicis, on the fajtiie footing 
which his anceftors had ' gained, and rendered the 
fovereign power hereditary ip his family. 

The king of Englahd ftill laboured to procure 
the divorce, in the profecution of which he. had met 
with fuch difBculties. The queen had been for 
fome time removed from court, where Anne Boleyn 
appeared in great fplendor, governing Henry by , 
her nod, and receiving inceii& from the Englifh no- 
bility. Cranmer wr;ote a book in favour of the fo- 
licit^ divorc?, and afterwards accompanied two 
ambaffadors to Bologn^, where they had audience- 
of the pope and the emperor. Clemen^ expreflcd 
a defire of giving the king fatisfaftion ; but he 
durft not aftwithout the confent of Charles, who 
declared he would never abandon the caufe of his 
aunt queen Catherine. About the fame time Hen- Henry con- 
ry fent learned men to confult the foreign univer- ^"Jj^^rfirilf 
fities ; and thofe of Paris, Angers, Bourges, Or- touAingthe 
leansj Tholoufe, Bologna, Ferrara, and J^adua, *^^""^^'- j 
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A. c, \$^o. unanimoufly agreed that the difpenfation granted 
by pope Julius IL being contrary to the law of 
God, the marriage of Henry with Catherine could 
not be valid. The Englifli univerfities fubfcribed 
to the lame opinion, though not without great op- 
pofition from the mailers of arts, efpecially at Ox- 
ford J and a warm conteft at Cambridge. This 
oppofition arofe from thofc who were averfe to the 
Lutheran doftrinc, which they were afraid would 
gain ground under the countenance and protedlion 
Burnet. of Annc Uoleyn. 

His nohirs Hcnry^ finding his application to the pope inef- 
fc"nd T^a^ feftual, prevailed upon his chief prelates and nobi* 
remon/i ranee Uty to fcnd a fharp remonftrance, by way of letter, 
to the pope. jQ ^j^g p^p^ . jj^ which, after having mentioned the 

obligations his holinefs owed to the king, the de- 
<;ifion of fo many learned univerfities, and the little 
regard v/hich had been payed to them at the court 
of Rome -, they gave him to underftand, that, 
fliould he refufe to do juftice in the aJ9Fair of the di- 
vorce, they would conclude themfelves abandoned 
by the fee of Rome, and feck for other remedies. 
1 o this letter, which was figned by cardinal Wolfey, 
the metropolitan of Canterbury, four bifhops, twd 
dukes, two marquifes, thirteen carls, two vifcounts, 
three and twenty barpns, two and twenty abbots, 
end ditven commoners, the pope wrote an anfwer 
to juflify his cooduft. His apology was fo far 
from being admitted, that Henry, in order to anti- 
cipate J^ny flep that might be taken by Clement in 
favour of Catherine, or the* cardinal, iffued a pro-. 
ciam.ition, forbidding all perfons whatever to pur* 
C'lafe any thing from Rome, or elfcwhere, that 
lh<*u]d b- contrary to his royal prerogative ^ or to 
, divulge any thing of that nature, on pain of incur- 
ring his indignation, and the penaUies fpecijicd in 
the ftituce of provifors and prsmunire. Then he 
Ofdrrcd Ibme learned men in the kingdom to col- 
led 
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left, compare, and publilh, all that had been or a. c. 15^0. 
could be alledged in favour of the divorce, includ* 
ing the opinions of the univerfities, and a particu- 
lar anfwer to a book, which Fifher, bifliopof Ro- b^^^ 
chcfter, had written in defence of the marriage. 

Cardinal Wolfey continued itill fluftuating be- 
tween hope and defpair. He hftd, in the begin - . 
ning of his difgrace, been, reduced to great necef- 
fity, from which he was relieved by the biihop of 
Carlifle : but afterwards his aETairs feemed to take 
a more favourable turn. He received a full pardon, 
confiderable appointments, and kind meflages 
from the king ; and was permitted to fit among the 
peers in parliament ; though he had the mortifica* 
tion to fee a bill pafs, confirming his own forfei- 
tures to the king ; and, among others, his college 
at Oxfbrd, which Henfjr afterwards founded in his 
own name. Xbe cardinal feemed more afflifted at 
the fate of his cgllege, than at any other circum- 
ftance of his misifortune. He wrote to the king in the ' 
mod humble drain, begging the foundation might be 
permitted to ftand : he fent a pathetic letter on the 
lame fobjeft to Cromwell, who had t^y this time in- 
finuated hitpfelf into the king's confidence \ but no 
regard was paid to his importunity. At length, 
Anne Boleyn, and the reft of his enemies, thinking cardinal 
him too near the king, while he refided at Rich- Woifeyre- 
mond, obtained an order for his removing to his y^rk^ 
archbifliopric of York. He obeyed this command, 
though not without great reluftance^ and retired 
by flow journeys to Cawood, attended by a re- 
tinue of one hundred and twenty horfemen. Upon 
the road he diftributed> his alms and benedidlion 
with great liberality ; and now, for the firft time 
in his life, began to be popular, the people croud- 
in^ to fee him, and a(k his blelTing, as he pafled 
through the country. . Not that he had intirely 
l«ild afije the thoughts of worldly grandeur. He 
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A. c. 1530, intended to be inftalled, according to the antient 
cuftt>m, with great folemnity ; and began to make 
preparations for this ceremony^ all accefs to the 
choir of York being forbidden, until it (hould be 
performed. 
Heiscr-eft. While hc was, thus employed for the gratifica- 
tocafw^'^** tion of idle vanity, his adverfaries exerted them- 
felves fo induftrioufly, that, before the day of in- 
ftallation, he was vifited by the earl of Northum- 
land, warden of the. Marches, and' Sir Walter 
Welch,, agentlertian of the king's privy chamber, 
who arrefted him for high-trcafon, together with 
one Auguftine his phyfician, who was immediately 
conveyed to London in the moft ignominious man- 
ner. Wolfey betrayed marks of fear and diforder 
when the earl fignified his errand ; but, recovering 
his fpirits a little, protefted he would not yield un- 
til he fliould fee his commiffion, which the other 
refufed to produce ; yet, at fight of Welch, he com- 
plied with the king's pleafure, becaufe he knew his 
pcrfon and office. Having been indulged with 
fome time to prepare for his journey, he fet out for 
London with ati heavy heart •, and by the way, was 
delivered by Northumberland to the care of the 
carl of Shiewfbury, fteward of the houlhold, who 
told him he was commanded to ufe him rclpeft- 
fully, as one whom the king highly favoured; and 
affured him, that though his highhefs found him- 
felf obliged to bring him upon his trial for the fa- 
tisfaftion of fome particular perfons, he did not 
entertain the leaft doubt of his integrity. Such 
was the dejeftion of the cardinal, that his Q)irits 
and refolution failed hitjfi even after chefe afliir- 
ances. He moved very flowly, and ftayed a whole 
fortnight at Sheffield caftle, where he was feized 
* withta dyfentery. Here he was joined by Sif Wil- 
liam Kingfton, captain of the king*s guard, and 
conftable of the Tower, who came, attended with 

four 
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four and twenty yeoman of the guar4, v»ho ha<i ^-c* ^ss^- 
been formerly the cardinars fervants. i4e faluted 
him on the knee with a very gracious mefl&gefrom 
the king, whodefired he wouMmake no more hafte 
than ftood with his health and convenience. But 
whether Wdlfcy was confcious of having been en- 
gaged in fome clandcftine tranfadlions with the em- 
peror and pope, which he feared would now be 
difcovered, or apprehended that his adverfgriea 
were-bent upon his deftrjaftion, i^hich they wQuId 
be aWe toeffeft, he remained difconfolate, hotwith^ 
ftanding all thofe encouraging addteiles ; and txis . 
diftemper gained ground. Neverthelefs, he pro- 
ceeded on his journey, until he arrivdd at Leicefter- 
abbey; where, feeling his end approaching, he 
fent for Sir William Kihgfton, and fpoke to this ef- 
feft : «« Had I ferved God as diligently as I have 
** done the king, he would not have abandoned my 
•* grey hiirs : but this is my juft reward. I jjray 
** you tOmmcnd me moft humbly to the king, de- 
^* firing him to remember all that hath paffed be- 
^* tween us about queen Catherine; and then his 
** grace may determine whether or not I have giveri 
*« juft caufe of offence. He is i prince of royal 
** courage 5 but, rather than be thwarted in his 
** pleafure, will run the rifque of lofing one half 
" of his realm. I have dften kneeled before him 
*' three houlrs fucceflively, to difluade him from his 
" will and appetite, aiid could not prevail : thercr 
^* fore, matter Kingfton, if ever you be of liis 
** council, deliberate ferlcailly upon what yoii in- 
'^ tend to advile ; for, once he fets his heart up-. 
on any thing, he is not to be diverted from the 
purfuit." Then he difcourfed upon the ftate of Herw. 
religion, wilhing his majefty might take heed of cavcndiflw 
the Lutherans, by the example of thofe of Bohe- 
mia, left the feculaf power (hould be fubvcrted by 
their prances. Ifi the prcKfecution of this difcourfe 
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A.C. t530i his fpeech failed him $ and, in a little time he eit- 
and diet at pired. He was privately buried in the abbey ; and 
Ui^ ^^ though the king feemed afflifted at his death, he 
did not fail to make enquiry about fifteen hundred 
pounds, which he had lately borrowed from diffe- 
rent perfons^ to defray his necefiary expences. 
Such was the fate of cardinal Wolfey, a churchman 
of fome parts, intolerable pride, and unmeafurable 
ambition,, who had by his intrigues railed himfelf 
to fuch a pitch of power and grandeur, as no other 
ecclefiaftic under the degree of pope had ever pof- 

fefTed. 

State of tfce By this timc the reformation had uken deep root 
in^G^-****"* in Germany, although the emperor had bantlhed 
many. Luthcr and all his adherents. In the year that 
fucceeded this decree, the diet aflembled at Nurem- 
berg, produced one hundred articles of grievance 
aga'mft the court of Rome ^ and demanded (mi- 
fadion by means of a free council. The fame de- 
mand was made in a fubfequent diet, and oppofed 
by a decree of the catholics aiTembled at Ratilboni 
In a third diet held at Spire, it was decreed, thac 
the emperor fhould be intreated to convoke a ge- 
neral council in Germany \ and in the mean time, 
that every pcrfon ihould enjoy liberty of confcience. 
y Charles finding himfelf on the ev« of a peace with 
France, ordered a diet to be aflembled in the fame 

glace, where it was ordained, that no innovation 
iQuld be made in religion ; and the eledors of 
Saxony and Brandenburgh, the Landgraveof H^flfe, 
and the princes of Lunenburg, protefling in the- 
moil folemn manner againit this decree, their party 
acquired the name of Proteftants. The emperor 
being incenfed at their prefumption, refolved to 
cruQi them efFedlually •, and for that purpofe con- 
voked a diet at Augfburgh, 'before whi9h the pro- 
teftants demanded permiflion to declare their be*. 
list. This favour being refufed, though they were 
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permitted to deliver it in writing, the Undgrave-rf^-^v*S3®' 
He/Te retired without taking leave of the emperor, 
who ordered the^ gates to be fhut for detaining the 
'reft of that perfuaQon ; but they were opened 
again at the in treaty of the eleftor of Saxony. Af- 
ter obftinate debates, the diet cnafted a decree 
againft the proteftants, who nevfcrthelcft, were . 
amufed with the hope of a genersd council* When 
the diet broke up, the emperor convok^sd the elec- 
tors to choofe his brother Ferdinand king of the 
Romans. This convocation was flrongly oppofed 
by the reformers, who reprcfented the inconve- 
niencies thar would attend the defign of rendering 
the imperial dignity hereditary in the houfe oi 
Auftria. Finding their renionftrance on this, fub- 
jed altogether difregarded, they affembled at Smal- 
calde, where they concluded a defenQve Jeague 
againft all thofe who fhould attack them on the 
icore of religion \ and made a formal proteft againfl 
the eteftion of a king of the Romans, ^^''^"• 

The proteftant religion had a great numberof a.c. 153N 
favourers in England, where the writings and fer- 
mons of WicklifF and his followers had long ago 
begun to open the eyes of the people, who were 
befides opprefled by the pope's authority, ?ind fcan- 
dalized by the lewd and immoral lives of the lalt. 
pontiffs who had fat in the chair of St. Pet^r. They 
w.mted nothing but an opportunity to free them* 
fcives from this fliameful bondage. Henry, being 
well acquainted with their difpofition, refolved to 
renounce all papal jurifdidtion ; and, in the affair of \ 
the divorce, ftand to the award of his own parlia- 
mtnt and clergy. For this purpofe, the firft was 
afllmbled on the, fi^^ih day of January ; and at the 
lama time, the clergy met in convocation. 'I'ljc 
feHlon of parliament was opened by the chancellor, 
who jiiecbred, that the king's defirc of feeing the 
marriage difT^^lved was not aftuated by carnal 

motives. 
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-^^ '5S»- motives, as foctte malictons people alledg^d, but 
fuggefted by fcruples of confcience) and zeal for the 
good of his kingdom^ that the fucceflion to the 
throne might not be difpuced at his deceafe. Then ' 
he pro<)uced a great number of books and treatifes 
written by the ableft divines and cafuifl^ of Europe, 
on the (ubjeft of the divorce, with exthafts of divers 
authors antient as well as modern ; and the deciSons 
of the univerfities of France, Icaly^ and England. 
Thefe were left on the table for the perufal of the 
members ; and tn the mean time the king imparted 
his defigns to the convocation of the clergy, who 
unanimoufly dieclafed that his marriage was con* 
trary to the law of God, This inftance of com- 
plaifance, howei^er, did not exempt them from a 
prd(ecutk>n with which they had been threatened by 
his majefty. Cardinal Wolfey had been convifted 
of exercifing the legatine power in England with- 
out a fpecial licence from the king, and of giving 
away benefices in that capacity, contrary to the 
ftatutes of provifors and premuhire ; confequently, 
thofe who acknowledged his authority, were accei- 
fary to his tranfgreliion. This was the cafe with 
the whole body of the clergy, Who were accordingly 
accufed of having violated the laws of the kingdom. 
Such a profecution anfwered Henry's purpofe in 
tW6 refpefts* It not only furnilhed him with a 
pretence for extorting a large fum of money, but 
alfo humbled the clergy in the eyes of the people •» 
and rendered them more dependent upon his plea- 
fure. In vain they pleaded, that the king hirnfelf 
had confented to the cardinal's exercifmg his lega- 
tine power. They were convicted of the crime laid 
to their charge, and all their efFedts confifcared^ 
to the inexpreffible fafbisfadion of the fubjeAs in 
general, who had long groaned under eccleHallical 
tyranny, • The clergy feeing how low their credit 
was among the people, and the little regard which 
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the nation payed to papal authority, refolved toA.Cissu 
fubmit, and implore the king's pardon, for which 
they agreed to prefent him with one hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterlirtg. A committee of the convo- 
cation at Canterbury being appointed to drs^w up 
this a6t and petition, fome individuals in the in- 
tercft of the court, propofed, that in this public 
aft, the clergy Ihould own the king as proteftor 
and fuprcme head of the Anglicane church. This 
propolal at firft met with great bppofition ; and the 
confideration of the affair was referred till their nexc 
meeting, when, by nieans of archbilhop Warham, 
Thomas CromweJI, and others of the council, it Herbert, 
was agreed, that the king Ihould be ftiled fupremc ThcEngiiA 
head of the church, as far as was agreeable to the ^"^^y ac- 
law of Ghrift. The convocation of the clergy in the'' king^«« 
the province of York refolved alfo, to prefent his ^^^7^/ ^j^^ 
majefty with eighteen thoufand eight hundred church, 
polinds ; but, as in the a6t they did not own th« 
king's fupremacy, they .were given to underftand, 
that their prefent would rxot be accepted ; and they 
thought proper to follow the example of the other 
convocation. 

Henry being fatisfied wich this acquifition of 
power, indulged them with an ample pardon : but, 
the commons refufed to pafs the bill, unjefs the 
laity, who might be liable to the fame profecution, 
Ihould be comprehended. The king being inform- xa, f^\ 
cd of this obftacle, fent a meffage to the commona, ^ 

importing, that he was refolved to be matter of his 
o^n favours, which he would never grant upon 
compulfion ; and the houfe dreading his difplea- 
fure, pajGTed the bill^ without further oppofitipn. 
Then he indulged the laity with an aft of amnefty, 
which did not, however, include colleges and mo*- 
nafteries ; for, thefe were afterwards obliged to pay 
for a compofuion. The pope was now in fuch an 
cmbarraffed fituation, that he did not know what 
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A. 0.1531, courfe to follow. He by this, time bad fallen ofF 
from the emperor, who had decided againft him iii 
the affair of Ferrafa. He faw Germany threatened 
with an invafion by the Turks, the Roman catho- 
lic religion endangered by the progrefc of the re- 
^ fbrmation; and an intimate union ftill fubfifling 
betweefi the kings of France and England: he 
therefore rcfblved to wait in filence for a more 
favourable opportunity of retrieving his influence 
with the Engiiih nation. Henry, mean while, 
porogued the parliament, and ordered the deci- 
lions and writings in favour of the divorce to be 
printed and publifhed, that all his fubjeds might 
underfland the cafe before the next fefTion. As 
he paffionately defired to obtain Catherine's con- 
fent to a feparation, he fent feveral bifhops, and 
lay noblemen to perfuade her to wave her appeal ; 
and, when they preflcd her to refer the caufe tO' 
the decifion of four ecclefiaftics, and as many fe- 
culars, fhe faid fhe would pray to God to fend the 
king a quiet confcience i but, fhe was his lawful 
wife, and would abide by her right, until the court 
Queen ca- of Rome fhould declare the contrary. Henry 
TOoJid'^from finding her obftinacy infurmountable, defired fhe 
court. would choofe her refidence at any of his manours ; 
and fhe anfwered, that to what place foever (he 
fhould be removed, (he could not be removed 
from the flation of his wife. She firft repaired to 
Moore, then to Eafthamflead, and afterwards to 
AmpthilL 
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